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Environmental 
Steward 
Junior Samuel Kent appeared 
before the Town of Windsor 
Inland Wetlands and 
Watercourses Commission in 
May to seek approval for his 
proposal to build a “floating 
wetland,” an artificial water-
filtering system, on the Cow 
Pond on campus. Sam received 
a Gilchrist Environmental 
Fellowship to help with his 
experiential learning project. 
Photo: Patricia Cousins
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HEADLINES  |  BY SHEILA CULBERT 

today inhabit a far denser scien-
tific world—and other fields have 
seen similar explosions. Daniel 
Levitin in The Organized Mind 
writes that in 1550 there were 
500 known plant species in the 
world, whereas today we know 
of more than 500,000 different 
plant species.

We live in a world where 
information flows at an unbe-
lievable rate, and yet our brains 
have not evolved to deal with 
this information flow any more 
quickly than they did 100 years 
ago. We still process at about 120 
bits per second while my laptop 
computer works 10,000 times 
more quickly. In 2015, Internet 
traffic is expected to grow to a 
zettabyte, which is apparently 
1,000 exabytes. (Truth be told, I 
had not realized that we already 
had moved from units counted 
in gigabytes and terabytes to 
petabytes and exabytes, so a 
zettabyte is way beyond my ken.) 
Students have at their fingertips 
access to almost the totality of 
human learning whereas when I 
was a child, I depended on what 
my teachers and parents could 
tell me and what I could find out 
on my own through the books I 
could read.  

Harvard historian Ann Blair has 
noted that the idea of informa-
tion overload is not new. The 
invention of the printing press in 
the 1500s set off its own infor-
mation explosion, and scholars 
complained of the abundance 
of new texts. The explosion of 
new texts resulted in changes 
in scholarly behavior—instead 
of reading every book through 
from beginning to end, scholars 

The Century Ahead

Sheila Culbert  Photo: John Groo

GREAT institutions 
endure because they are 
willing to adapt to meet 

the needs of their time, they 
anticipate the challenges ahead, 
and they stay true to their core 
values and mission. Loomis has 
certainly changed significantly 
over the past 100 years, a his-
tory wonderfully documented 
by former headmaster John 
Ratté and school archivist 
Karen Parsons in Cherished 
Hopes and Honorable Ambi-
tion: A Centennial History of the 
Loomis Chaffee School. With 
our centennial celebration now 
concluded, we must look toward 
getting the next 100 years off to 
a good start.

Of course, as a historian, my 
thinking about our future 
always starts with a reflection 
of our past. I am struck as I look 
back at the early years of the 
Loomis Institute at just how 
different the world was in 1914. 
Leaving aside the most obvious 
differences between now and 
then, let’s just focus for a mo-
ment on the state of scientific 
knowledge. Pluto had not yet 
been discovered (I am writing 
this as NASA’s New Horizons 
spacecraft has sent back to 
Earth a series of high-resolution 
images of the dwarf planet) and 
the idea of space travel was sci-
ence fiction. People then had no 
understanding of DNA, cloning, 
the human genome project, 
antibiotics, blood typing and 
blood banks, cancer treat-
ments, polio drugs, and a host 
of other medical developments 
that would come over the next 
century. Quantum mechanics, 
nuclear physics, and computer 
technology were all still to 
come. Students going to school CENTURY | continued 65

 “We live in a world where 
information flows at an 
unbelievable rate, and yet our 
brains have not evolved to deal 
with this information flow any 
more quickly than they did 100 
years ago.

 ” 



New Frontiers for the Class of 2015
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“YOU literally see the world changing on your handheld devices, and 
a whole new set of frontiers opening up before you … and there will 

be many more,” remarked Commencement Speaker Henry Kravis ’63 at 
the 99th Loomis Chaffee graduation ceremony. “This can be unnerving or 
exciting. What will it be?” Henry asked. “I chose Ne Cede Malis — Yield Not 
to Misfortune — and I highly recommend it.”

Gathered on the Island between the Head’s House and the Homestead 
on May 24, the 187 members of the Class of 2015, surrounded by family, 
friends, faculty, and staff, listened to Henry’s words of reflection and en-
couragement as they anticipated the next steps of their personal journeys. 

Dappled with sunshine and blessed with moderate temperatures, the 
ceremony unfolded with beloved tradition amidst bridled excitement, un-
leashed at last with a roar as the final seniors received their diplomas.

Chairman of the Board of Trustees Christopher Norton ’76 opened the 
ceremony by referencing the Loomis family’s journey that began with their 
emigration from England in 1638 to settle on the “confluence of the Farm-
ington and Connecticut rivers. Their journey is an inspiration to all of us, 
and it is fitting that we celebrate the completion of your journey on the very 
land from which theirs began,” he said. 

Senior Class Speaker Thomas Elcock Jr. drew from Loomis Chaffee’s history 
as well, pointing out differences in the experiences of Loomis students 
a century apart. In contrast to Tom’s own Internet search for inspiration, 
he considered what the writing process entailed for the first graduation 
speaker 99 years ago.

“I imagine he scoured books like The Odyssey and The Iliad looking for 
inspiration, and he wrote with a fountain pen. … And at some point, Dean 

Class officers Cole Poyfair, Greer Davis, and Breyon Howard enjoy Commencement along with their classmates. Photo: John Groo
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AROUND THE QUADS 

Hess probably came and gave him a 
Saturday night study hall for having 
his candle burning after lights out,” 
joked Tom. He went on to recognize 
the qualities of Loomis Chaffee 
alumni that connect them to each 
other. “The Class of 1915 and the 
Class of 2015 are bound together 
through that [shared] desire to help 
both ourselves and others,” he said.

After Tom's address, Head of School 
Sheila Culbert introduced Henry, 
who is co-founder, co-chairman, and 
co-chief executive officer of Kohl-
berg, Kravis, Roberts & Company 
(KKR), a leading global investment 
firm. Sheila also recognized Henry's 
service and philanthropy in the areas 
of education, leadership, arts, and 
science and thanked him for his 
long-standing and generous com-
mitment to Loomis Chaffee. 

In his Commencement Address, 
Henry referenced the Founders’ 
loss of their children as profound 
motivation for starting the school 
and inspiration for the school’s 
motto, Ne Cede Malis. He noted the 
lasting impression made on him by 
the lesson of the Founders’ impetus. 
“This school, more than any other, 

has shaped who I am today both 
personally and professionally. Not 
only did the school provide me with 
a good education, but it also taught 
me about commitment, persever-
ance, optimism, and altruism — the 
very values on which this school was 
built,” he said. 

Henry acknowledged his former 
economics teacher, James Wilson, 

who “left an indelible mark on my 
life.” Now retired, Jim attended 
Commencement to hear his former 
pupil speak. In addition to encourag-
ing Henry to broaden his interests 
and try new experiences, Jim 
“taught me the fundamentals of a 
subject that serves me every day,” 
said Henry. “He was demanding and 
uncompromising, and we nicknamed 
him ‘Grim,’ but I majored in econom-
ics at Claremont McKenna College 
because of him.” 

Henry’s further advice to the gradu-
ates included an encouragement to 
be discerning — to ask questions, 
analyze, reflect, and seek insight. 
He emphasized the need to take 
risks and stressed the importance of 
“honesty, integrity, and loyalty” in 
work as in life.  

To read Henry Kravis’ address, 
watch the Commencement video, 
and read citations for the Com-
mencement prize recipients, go to 
www.loomischaffee.org/magazine.

 “Not only did the school provide 
me with a good education, 
but it also taught me about 
commitment, perseverance, 
optimism, and altruism …  ” 
— Commencement speaker Henry Kravis ’63

Commencement dignitaries and Class of 2015 prize recipients gather in Grubbs Quadrangle after the ceremony: (back) Trustees Elizabeth Richmond ’80, Peter Seigle ’65, Douglas 
Lyons ’82, Kimberly Kravis Schulhof ’93, and Erik Cliette ’84; Commencement speaker Henry Kravis ’63; Trustees Joel Alvord ’56 and Jason Karp ’94; Head of School Sheila Culbert; 
Head of the Board of Trustees Christopher Norton ’76; and Trustees Harvey Struthers Jr. ’60 and David Rogan ’76; (front) prize recipients Mairead “Maisie” Campbell, Biridiana 
Guerrero, Michael Carter, William Hanson, Trung Vu, Ciera Hunter, William Parsons, Gabriella Roncone, Emma Gwyn, and Zachary Giuttari.  Photo: John Groo

Senior Class Speaker Thomas Elcock Jr. 
Photo: John Groo
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THE year-long celebration of 
Loomis Chaffee’s Centennial 

finished with a flourish on Reunion 
Weekend, June 12–14, with many of 
the traditional, well-loved events for 
alumni and a few extras in honor of 
the school’s 100th birthday.

Approximately 800 Pelicans from 
class years ending in 0’s and 5’s 
and the Class of 1981 returned to 
the Island for the weekend to catch 
up with friends and faculty and 
make new connections. Highlights 
included a discussion among 
Head of School Sheila Culbert and 
former heads Russell Weigel and 
John Ratté, a talk by Rolling Stones 
contributing editor and best-selling 
author David Wild ’80, interaction 
with the 3-D pavement art “Pelican 
Flying Over Grubbs Quad” created 
by artist Joe Hill ’93, and fireworks 
over the Meadows.

The weekend kicked off on Friday 
with the annual alumni golf out-
ing. That evening, receptions for 
the 50th, 25th, and 30th Reunion 
classes took place in various venues 
across campus, and all guests 
enjoyed a welcome dinner with 
faculty, friends, classmates, and 
family under the tent in Grubbs 
Quadrangle. The sounds of a jazz 
ensemble followed by the dance 
rhythms of Live Radio entertained 
celebrants into the night.

Saturday began with a breakfast for 
Chaffee alumnae in the Sill House 
on the former Chaffee School 
campus. Evie Smith ’50 led the two 
dozen alumnae in attendance in 
the traditional Latin prayer before 
breakfast in the school’s former 
dining room. 

A day full of activity and time for 
reconnection ensued.

Sheila, John, and Russ discussed 
their experiences at the school’s 
helm over the last 39 years. The 
event, moderated by history 
teacher and school archivist Karen 
Parsons, drew an audience of nearly 
200 in the Hubbard Performance 
Hall and offered a bird’s-eye view of 
Loomis from 1976 to today. Topics 
ranged from changes at the school 
and current events that affected 
the community during each head’s 
tenure to the inspiration each drew 
from the Founders’ story.

David Wild spoke with a packed 
Hubbard audience about “Wild 
Times.” He shared his love of 
music, stories of his fascinating and 
humorous experiences, and insights 
into relationships he’s forged with 
giants of the music industry during 
his career. David, who had not re-
turned to Loomis for decades, said 
he usually didn’t enjoy reunions of 
any type but acknowledged his re-
turn to the Island was an emotional 
homecoming for him. He expressed 
gratitude for the warm welcome. 

Joe Hill’s interactive 3-D pavement 
art delighted visitors of all ages 
at the Katharine Brush Library. 
At the same time, Reunion-goers 
examined works from the Archives 
not regularly on public display, 
including art by Guy Carleton Wig-
gins, Osbert Loomis, and Evelyn 
Longman and artifacts from the 
Founders’ collection. The library 
also hosted a Centennial Book sign-
ing and a special screening of short 
historical films about the Founders.

Alumni watch fireworks over 
the Meadows.   
Photos: Patricia Cousins
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sheila Culbert, John Ratté, 
and Russell Weigel   
Photo: Wayne Dombkowski
 
Wells Langbehn ’55 and Earl 
Sandstrom ’55 in the Reunion 
Parade 
Photo: Abigail Googel
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
David Wild ’80  
Photo: Abigail Googel
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dominic Failla, Sarah Lutz ’85, 
and Walter Rabetz in Mercy 
Gallery. Photo: Mary Forrester

continued next page

Reunion Brings  
Centennial Year to Crescendo
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Former faculty members Dominic Failla and Walter Rabetz read from their 
collaboration of poetry and photographs, A Fistful of Stars, in the Sue and 
Eugene Mercy Jr. Gallery, surrounded by the colorful paintings of artist and 
former Trustee Sarah Lutz ’85. 

Sheila delivered the annual State of the School address in Founders Chapel. 
The school’s extraordinary story of self-sacrifice, citizenship, and fostering 
the education of young people remains relevant today, she told gathered 
alumni. In order to continue to remain relevant for the next 100 years, she 
said, the school needs to be forward-thinking, to ensure the faculty and edu-
cation at Loomis are of the highest possible quality, and to continue to offer 
a diverse student body the critical skills necessary for success in today’s 
ever-changing world. 

At midday Saturday, Pelicans from the reunion classes and their families 
marched in the Alumni Parade. Led by a bagpiper, the parade stepped off 
from Founders Circle and passed through Grubbs Quad. 

Afternoon sunshine served as a backdrop for fun on the playing fields. 
Alumni of the boys lacrosse program took to Pratt Field for a game. On Au-
drey Field, the Class of 1970 sponsored an all-comers softball game. Other 
activities for families with children included a hands-on science demonstra-
tion, Lego Robotics demonstration, open swim in Hedges Pool, and Pelican-
themed arts, crafts, and face painting.  

A celebration of remembrance for departed classmates, teachers, and 
friends was officiated by Bancroft Greene ’60 in Founders Chapel. Mark 
Child of Grace Church of Windsor provided organ accompaniment. 

On Saturday evening, a reception at the Head’s House honored Reunion 
leaders and the contributions of all to this year’s successful Reunion. Four 
awards were presented. The Chaffee Class of 1955, with 67 percent attend-
ing Reunion, received the F. Evelyn Smith ’50 Award for highest attendance 
percentage in the Chaffee years. The Loomis Class of 1965, celebrating its 
50th Reunion with 45 percent in attendance, earned the Alexander “Pat” 
Murphy ’27 Award for the highest attendance percentage in the Loomis 
years. The Loomis Chaffee Class of 2010, with Reunion attendance of 42 
percent, received the Glover ’48 and Jane Mackay Howe ’49 Award for high-
est attendance percentage in the Loomis Chaffee years. And the Class of 
1990, celebrating its 25th Reunion, was presented with the Stephen Conland 
’35 Award for volunteer effort, which is presented to the class “whose 
volunteers demonstrate superior commitment, energy, and enthusiasm in 
their Reunion year.” The frontrunners were announced for three additional 
awards, for class giving, but the final recipient classes would not be known 
until after the close of the Annual Fund year on June 30. 

Class dinners took place on Saturday evening at various locations around 
campus. At dusk, all the Pelicans who had come from near and far for Re-
union Weekend flocked to the Loop Road overlooking the Meadows for the 
fireworks. Dancing under the stars followed into the night.

To see more photos from the weekend and to view a video  
of the discussion among the three heads of school, go to  
www.loomischaffee.org/magazine. 

REUNION |  continued from previous page

25th Reunion classmates: Morgan Frank, Michael Melo, Adrian Stewart, Carlos 
Trujillo, and Sam McGee. Photo: Lynn Petrillo
 

Incognito alumni in the glam photo booth.   Photo: Caddywhompus Productions

Classmates from 1954: Rod Johnstone, Jim Loomis, Jack Stewart, and Don 
Fuhrmann. Photo: Wayne Dombkowski

Deb Manning ’85, Amy Cohen Paul ’85, and Amy Fiske ’85 under the tent. 
Photo: Patricia Cousins
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“TALES from the Garden … 
and Other Mythologies,” 

an exhibition of paintings by Sarah 
Lutz ’85 was installed in the Sue and 
Eugene Mercy Jr. Gallery from late 
April through Reunion Weekend, 
June 12–14. 

Created for the Loomis Chaffee 
Centennial Alumni Artists Se-
ries, this new body of work from 
Sarah featured the vibrant colors, 
varied textures, and unconventional 
techniques that are the hallmarks 
of her style. According to Sarah, 
the abstract collection of paintings 
“reference many elements of the 
natural world,” hence the title. 

Her artist’s statement described 
the inspiration for the exhibition: 

“Gardens are lush, fertile, colorful 
and vibrant places. At times they 
are tightly groomed and manicured; 
at others, overgrown and chaotic. 
Teaming with life, gardens offer a 
promise of something delightful, or 
scary, but always unexpected.”

Sarah spent a week-long residency 
in the Richmond Art Center as a 
Visiting Artist during the opening 
week of her exhibition. Visiting 
Artists work alongside Loomis art 
students in a mentoring and experi-
ential learning role. 

“I think it’s helpful for students to 
see the way an artist works,” Sarah 
says. “Being able to deconstruct 
and demystify the process is espe-
cially useful with abstract work.” 

On the occasion of her 30th Re-
union, a reception was held in Mercy 
Gallery during Reunion Weekend, 
and two of her longtime friends, 
former faculty members Dominic 
Failla and Walter Rabetz, read from 
their collaboration of poetry and 
photography, A Fistful of Stars.

Sarah, a former Loomis Chaffee 
Trustee, credits the relationships 
she developed as a student at 
Loomis — especially with former 
art teachers Walter and Marilyn 
Rabetz — with inspiring her artistic 
endeavors through the years. She 
remains connected to the Island 
community, her classmates, her 
former instructors, and the Trustees 
with whom she served. 

Sarah Lutz ’85 Exhibits New Body of Work
Sarah Lutz ’85 greets Dom Failla at the opening of “Tales from the Garden and other Mythologies” at Mercy Gallery in April.   Photos: Patricia Cousins
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Fun Around the Fire
 
Students toast marshmallows under the stars in the 
Amphitheater outside the SNUG.  
 
Photo: Patricia Cousins

AROUND THE QUADS | THE BIG PICTURE
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Science teacher and agricultural 
program coordinator Gratia Lee 
introduces Ian Cheney to the campus 
chickens. Photo: Patricia Cousins
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COMPELLING discussions about 
memory, racial inequality, and 

ecology sprung from the visits of 
three Hubbard Speakers this spring. 

Award-winning author, educator, 
and journalist Jamaica Kincaid 
read from her book My Brother and 
spoke about memory, a common 
motif in her writing and this year’s 
school theme, at the English Collo-
quium in March. Known for a writing 
style that straddles the line between 
poetry and prose, Ms. Kincaid’s 
work is infused with her perspective 
gleaned from growing up in Anti-
qua, living under the colonial rule 
of England, and emigrating to the 
United States as a young woman. 
After her convocation, Ms. Kincaid 
met with advanced English students 
to offer her advice to young writers 
and students of literature. 

Author and history professor 
Jelani Cobb addressed the school 
in April in a talk titled “Half Life of 
Freedom: Race and Democracy 
in the 21st Century.” Mr. Cobb put 
recent racially-charged incidents in 
the United States into the broader 
context of the country’s cyclical 
history of racial inequality. Mr. Cobb, 
an associate professor of history 
and the director of The Africana 
Studies Institute at the University of 
Connecticut, is a regular contribu-
tor to The New Yorker magazine. He 
has published books and articles on 
a range of political, historical, and 
cultural topics, including his most 
recent publication, The Substance 
of Hope: Barack Obama and the 
Paradox of Progress. His visit was 
organized by the Norton Family 
Center for the Common Good.

“Food is a very appropriate topic to 
discuss on Earth Day because what 
we eat has such a tremendous im-
pact on the world around us,” began 
environmentalist and filmmaker Ian 

Cheney, who spoke at an all-school 
convocation in April. A Yale gradu-
ate, Mr. Cheney’s film company, 
Wicked Delicate Films, and his 
award-winning documentaries have 
explored issues related to agricul-
ture, consumption, and ecological 
concerns, among other topics. He 
discussed King Corn, his 2007 film 
about the role of the corn industry 
in America’s health concerns, and 
Truck Farm, released in 2011, which 
explores urban agriculture through 
the story of a garden growing in a 
pickup truck. The documentaries 
have generated interest among 
young people about issues of food 
insecurity and sustainability in the 
United States. 

The Hubbard Speakers Series was 
made possible by a gift from Robert 
Hubbard ’47. The Ralph M. Shu-
lansky ’45 Lecture Fund provided 
additional support for the English 
Colloquium.

Hot Topics: Race, Ecology, Freedom, Memory

Jamaica Kincaid and sophomore Sydney Steward 
 Photo: Patricia Cousins

Jelani Cobb meets with members of The Log staff.  Photo: Patricia Cousins
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LOOMIS students and their 
faculty leaders journeyed this 

spring to destinations in the Do-
minican Republic, India, Peru, and 
South Africa through international 
education programs organized by 
Loomis’ Alvord Center for Global & 
Environmental Studies.

The Caribbean nation of the Do-
minican Republic was the destina-
tion for 14 Pelicans accompanied 
by history teacher Elliot Dial and 
Spanish teacher Elizabeth Parada 
during March break. Through the 
not-for-profit organization Cambi-
ando Vidas, the group worked on a 
service project alongside com-
munity members near the city of 
San Juan de la Maguana, building 
a home for a local family in need. 
The travelers also participated in 
traditional cultural activities, visited 
some of the Dominican Republic’s 
stunning coastline, and received 
intensive Spanish language training 
and practice. 

On the other side of the world, 12 
students, history teacher Molly 
Pond, and math teacher Adnan 
Rubai, explored the landscapes, his-
tory, people, and cultures of India. 
Their 16-day itinerary included a 
visit to the Fabindia School in Bali, 
Rajasthan. Founded by William 
Bissell ’84, the school is dedicated 
to providing affordable education 
to children in the rural area. Loomis 
and Fabindia students teamed up 
for several days to plan and partici-
pate in a community service project 
in a nearby village, the Dhani. The 
group also toured sights in the 
city of Delhi, visited the iconic Taj 
Mahal, and shared in many cultural 
activities. Loomis students sought 
to develop a broader understand-
ing of globalization and its effect on 
India and the world throughout their 
experience.

More than a dozen students and 
freshly minted graduates embarked 
on a two-week adventure in Peru in 
June. Led by Marley Matlack, direc-
tor of international travel programs 
for the Alvord Center, and accom-
panied by English teacher Frederick 
Seebeck and science teacher Gratia 
Lee, the trip's highlights included 
a trek to Machu Picchu, the sacred 
sanctuary of the ancient Inca 
civilization. The travelers also spent 
a day alongside a coffee farmer, 
took a master chef cooking class 
using locally produced foods, and 
explored the ecosystems of the 
Amazon rainforest. 

The South Africa trip, also in June, 
examined the nation’s history of 
colonialism, imperialism, and racial 
oppression and history’s impact 
on today’s South African society. 
Led by Eric LaForest, director of 
the Norton Family Center for the 
Common Good, and accompanied 
by Dean of Students Patricia Sasser 
and Alexander McCandless, the 
Christopher H. Lutz Director of the 
Alvord Center for Global & Environ-
mental Studies, the group traveled 
to the cities of Cape Town and 
Johannesburg, meeting with human 
service organizations and students 
from the African Leadership Acad-
emy. The group also observed the 
wildlife and landscapes of the bush 
in Kruger National Park and toured 
Robben Island, the site where Nel-
son Mandela was imprisoned.  

Global travel groups create blogs to 
share with the Loomis community, 
including personal observations 
from students and faculty and 
photos from their journeys. 

To read the travel blogs, go to  
www.loomischaffee.org/magazine.
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Student travelers  
consider Machu Picchu.   
Photo: Gratia Lee
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LOOMIS Chaffee’s Alvord Center 
for Global & Environmental 

Studies and the Bussel Family In-
ternational Lecture Series provided 
opportunities this spring for school 
and local community members to 
learn more about some of the issues 
facing Israel and the Middle East. 

In April, Naomi Paiss, vice president 
for public affairs of the New Israel 
Fund, spoke on the topic “After 
the Israeli Election: Prospects for 
Progressive Change.” The event was 
optional for students and open to 
the public free of charge.

In the days leading up to the lecture, 
Loomis’ invitation to Ms. Paiss drew 
criticism from some school com-
munity members, including alumni, 
as well as members of Greater 
Hartford’s Jewish community, and 
the school fielded several requests 
to either restructure or cancel the 
event. Some criticized the lack of an 
alternative viewpoint while others 
objected to any forum for the New 
Israel Fund. 

Addressing the criticism, Alexander 
McCandless, the Christopher H. 
Lutz Director of the Alvord Center, 
wrote to the community prior to Ms. 
Paiss’ appearance, stating, “One 
of the goals of a Loomis Chaffee 
education is to introduce students 
to the important issues of our day. 
By their very nature, these issues are 
complicated, and parties concerned 
with them can and often do hold 
multiple, nuanced, and contradic-
tory perspectives.” He continued, 
“We believe that our invitation to 
Ms. Paiss is appropriate, especially 
in the context of this lecture series, 
and will hold the event as originally 
planned. However, we also recog-

nize that there are other strong 
viewpoints on this matter and that 
students should have an opportunity 
to become acquainted with those 
viewpoints and discuss them.”

A second Bussel Lecture, “Continu-
ing the Discussion: Israel and the 
Middle East,” took place later in the 
term to provide additional context 
for discussions about Israel and to 
address questions and viewpoints 
raised at Ms. Paiss’ talk. Rabbi Craig 
Marantz of Congregation Kol Haver-
im in Glastonbury, Connecticut; and 
Avinoam Patt, the Philip D. Feltman 
Professor of Modern Jewish History 
at the Maurice Greenberg Center for 
Judaic Studies at the University of 
Hartford, led the discussion. 

Both Bussel Lectures drew inter-
ested, engaged, and respectful audi-
ences, and offered opportunities for 
questions and comments. Students 
asked thoughtful, well-researched, 
and challenging questions of the 
presenters. 

“On the topic of Israel, there are 
many deeply and sincerely held 
beliefs,” Alec said during his open-
ing remarks at the first presentation. 
“No one event or hour-long discus-
sion can possibly address all of them 
though it is certainly our intention 
to encourage the members of this 
academic community to become 
aware of these important topics, to 
spark curiosity and further inquiry 
about them, and to prompt civil 
discourse — all hallmarks of a good 
education.” 

Bussel Lecture 
Series: A Forum 
for Inquiry and 
Civil Discourse

THANKS to the generosity of 5,884 alumni, parents, and friends, 
the Loomis Chaffee Annual Fund raised $4,133,266 million in 

2014–15, surpassing the $4 million goal and setting a new record for 
the school. 

Shattering all previous participation records, 49 percent of alumni 
contributed to the fundraising effort. The alumni donor base grew 
an astonishing 24 percent in one year, due in part to the $1 million 
50% NOW challenge posed by the MacLean Family (Duncan ’90 
and Gillian ’91). While participation fell just shy of the goal, Duncan 
and Gillian announced on July 7 that they would make the $1 million 
gift to the school. 

“When Loomis suggested the 50% Now challenge to our family, 
we thought it was a stretch from the previous record Annual Fund 
participation of 42 percent set in 1993,” Duncan says. “But why 
would we be worried? Loomis alumni in the Centennial year came 
together to reach an unprecedented level of participation at 49 
percent. Additionally, the Annual Fund blew through the $4 million 
goal with 947 more alumni donors than ever before as well as an 
astonishing 376 first-time givers. Even though we finished below 50 
percent participation, we consider the challenge a success because 
it brought alumni together to support the school we all love on its 
100th birthday.” 

Of special note during the alumni challenge was the performance 
of the school’s college-age alumni, who reached 53 percent partici-
pation. In addition, members of the Class of 1990, in celebration of 
their 25th Reunion, contributed $99,346 to the Annual Fund, and 
the class reached 69 percent participation, the highest participation 
ever from a Loomis Chaffee class. Other standout performances 
included the Loomis classes, which reached 60 percent participa-
tion as a group; the Chaffee classes, which soared to 61 percent as a 
group; and the Loomis Chaffee classes of 1981 with 59 percent, 1985 
with 56 percent, 1995 with 51 percent, and 2009 with 56 percent.

The Parent Annual Fund reached 83 percent participation and 
raised $1,224,084, a new record. Contributions to the Parent An-
nual Fund have increased by 62 percent over the past five years.

“We are deeply grateful for the tremendous outpouring of support 
from our alumni and parents, as well as the outstanding support 
of the MacLean family whose challenge inspired so many alumni,” 
says Head of School Sheila Culbert of the Annual Fund success. 
“The funds contributed by alumni, parents, and friends enable us to 
provide our students with the best education. In addition, participa-
tion in the Annual Fund signals to prospective families how much 
alumni and parents believe in Loomis Chaffee.” 

Annual Fund Reaches Historic 
Heights in the Centennial Year 

Alec McCandless, Rabbi Craig Marantz, and 
professor Avinoam Patt   
Photo: Lynn Petrillo
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FIFTEEN alumni, parents, and 
family members traveled 

to Cuba in May for an eight-day 
exploration of the vibrant coun-
try’s art and culture. The trip was 
co-sponsored by Loomis’ Alvord 
Center for Global & Environmental 
Studies and the Office of Alumni & 
Parent Relations.

“The culture is so rich as expressed 
through the literary, visual, and 
performing arts,” reflects John Bus-
sel ’87, who led the trip on behalf 
of the school with his wife, Laura 
Alonso Gallo. “We got to experi-
ence outstanding dance and music 
performances and visit an art print 
shop and the home of one of the 
great Cuban artists, Jose Rodriguez 
Fuster, who was there to meet with us.”

In addition to spending time in 
Havana, the congenial group of 
travelers toured the countryside, 

visited a middle school specializing 
in the performing arts, stopped 
at farms, and cruised down a 
waterway in a cave with fascinating 
geologic formations, among many 
other highlights. The tour company 
International Expeditions coordi-
nated the trip.

John, a former Loomis Trustee who 
has lived in Miami for most of his 
life and speaks fluent Spanish, and 
Laura, a Spaniard who is a professor 
of literature specializing in Latino 
literature, had last visited Havana 
in 2001, so they were eager to see 
how the city might have changed 
since then, especially in light of the 
recent thaw in U.S.-Cuba relations.

“The Cuban people have endured 
lots of hardship throughout their 
history,” John says. “The communist 
regime over the last 60 years has 
been repressive and an economic 

disaster. But the system has allowed 
for essentially all citizens to get a 
solid education. … The people we 
encountered have a spirit that is ad-
mirable given their circumstances. 
Really everyone was very warm, 
welcoming, and super friendly.”

Cubans seemed excited by the 
prospect of closer ties to the United 
States and more American visitors 
to the island nation. “The potential 
is enormous with such a well-edu-
cated population and such lush and 
bountiful natural resources,” John 
notes, but he cautions that time 
will tell how well the opening of the 
country is managed and whether 
investment dollars are used to 
enhance rather than damage “what 
has been largely untouched for the 
last 55 years.” 

Art and Culture in Havana and Beyond

Jeff ’87 and Nancy Bilezikian and John Bussel ’87 (back seat) and John's wife, Laura Alonso Gallo (front passenger seat) cruise around Havana in a vintage taxi.  
Photo: Shannon Runquist

 “The culture 
is so rich as 
expressed 
through the 
literary, visual, 
and performing 
arts.

 ” 
 — John Bussel ’87, trip co-leader
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brilliant!
 About 200 people from Loomis and the Windsor commu-
nity walked, jogged, rolled, and strolled around the Loop for 
100 minutes on April 12, honoring the school's Centennial while 
filling the pantry of Weekend Wheels, which sends wheeled 
backpacks of nutritious food home with public school children 
from 50 food-insecure families in town every weekend during 
the school year.  
 Senior Kritkorn “Teo” Karnitkoon scored among the top 12 
participants in the Mathematical Association of America’s 44th 
United States Mathematical Olympiad this year and was honored 
at ceremonies in Washington, D.C.   
 The school's space team received results this spring from 
its experiment conducted by scientists on the International 
Space Station. The experiment tested for protein aggregation 
in microgravity, and its findings could help researchers seeking 
treatments for neurodegenerative diseases like Alzheimer’s. 
 Twenty seniors devoted the final two weeks of their Loomis 
careers to projects of their own design, from creating an appli-
cation for mobile devices to developing a curriculum for young 
children to learn about garden pollinators.  
 At the Connecticut Association of Independent Schools Stu-
dent Diversity Leadership Conference in April, four Loomis stu-
dents facilitated discussions of topics of multicultural concern.  
 Freshman Max Mossberg won the Select Student Piano Com-
petition of the Connecticut State Music Teachers Association and 
performed in the Winners Recital in May. 
  Sophomore Lily Liu was selected to the National Association 
for Music Education’s All-National Honors Mixed Choir, which 
will perform in Nashville, Tennessee, in October. 
     Junior double bassist Joseph Lee placed first in the Golden 
Era of Romantic Music International Competition hosted by the 
American Fine Arts Festival. He will perform in New York City in 
the fall. 
  Sophomores Deborah Feifer and Preethi Kannan and fresh-
men Anil Anderson and Andrew Donshik joined 125 high school 
musicians in the invitational Northern Region Honor Band, spon-
sored by the Connecticut Music Educators Association, in April.  
 In a nine-month Guided Research Project, seniors Ciera Hunt-
er, Kijoon Kim, and Trung Vu investigated two chemical combina-
tions that might reduce brain damage caused by lack of oxygen 
to the brain after a concussion, stroke, or other head injury.  
 Six members of the school community were recognized with 
Gilchrist Environmental Fellowship Awards this spring: junior 
Jake Barbieri and senior Mairead "Maisie" Campbell for their 
work with the Mission: Wolf organization; juniors Eliza Hoang 
and Phuong Bui for a shower timer project; faculty member 
Michael Murphy for his research into prospects for sustainable 
growth in China; and junior Samuel Kent for his proposal to cre-
ate an organic “floating” wetland in the campus Cow Pond.  
 Several students in the community service program created 
a quilt for a child at Mary’s Place, a charitable organization that 
provides support for grieving children and families in Windsor.

Learn more about these brilliant accomplishments at www.
loomischaffee.org/magazineAndrás Petery ’90 tweeted this greeting from Bali for Loomis 

Chaffee's 100-hour social media event.

 
PELICAN          WORLD

It’s a  

SOCIAL MEDIA lit up with the hashtag #LC100Hrs 
from April 8 to 12 as alumni, students, parents, 

faculty, and staff chronicled 100 hours in the life of 
the Loomis Chaffee community through Facebook, 
Twitter, Instagram, and other social media channels. 
The event, part of the school’s year-long Centennial 
celebration, attracted shout-outs and updates from 
Pelicans around the globe, demonstrating the many 
different ways, both small and big, that Loomis com-
munity members better the world every day as well 
as the way Loomis has made an impact on their lives. 
Posts were compiled on Tagboard. 

For a link to the Tagboard, go to  
www.loomischaffee.org/magazine.
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TRUSTEES, Head of School 
Sheila Culbert, faculty, and 

students dedicated the Alvord 
Center for Global & Environmental 
Studies on May 7 in the Katharine 
Brush Library. Formerly the Center 
for Global Studies, the Alvord 
Center has expanded its mission 
and will benefit from additional 
resources thanks to a significant 
gift from Trustee Joel B. Alvord ’56 
to Our Time Is Now: The Centennial 
Campaign for Loomis Chaffee. 

“Loomis opened up an expansive 
world to me,” Joel shared at the 
dedication ceremony, further 
explaining that his longtime interest 
in global issues and recognition of 
the importance of environmental 
literacy seemed a perfect match 
for the center’s newly expanded 
mission. 

“My family and I are very honored 
and proud to have such a vibrant 
and lasting connection to Loomis,” 
he said.

The center, in its original iteration, 
was founded in 2012 to promote a 

course of academic study, extracur-
ricular involvement, and travel 
experience that would develop in 
Loomis Chaffee students interest in, 
understanding of, and engagement 
with the peoples, cultures, and 
regions of the world, along with the 
skills to become leaders in it.

“After two years in operation, we 
determined that the mission of and 
program offered by the Center for 
Global Studies could only become 
stronger with an environmental 
component,” explained Sheila at 

the dedication. “After a good deal 
of discussion … and collaboration 
across departments, the prospect 
of officially folding environmen-
tal studies and our sustainability 
efforts into the Center for Global 
Studies emerged, … and there 
was an overwhelmingly positive 
response from all parties.”

The mission of the Alvord Center is 
to promote global and environmen-
tal literacy, sustainability, and en-
gagement. Aside from coordinating 
the global and environmental stud-
ies curriculum across all depart-
ments and overseeing the Global & 
Environmental Studies Certificate 
program, the center manages 
Loomis’ international education 
programs, promotes institutional 
environmental sustainability efforts, 
and administers several endowed 
funds, including the Bussel Family 
International Lecture Fund, the 
Bussel Fund for Study and Travel 
Abroad, the Jonathan M. Kelly ’81 
Faculty Fund for Global Studies, 
and the Gilchrist Sustainability 
Endowment Fund. 

The center’s work is overseen by 
Alexander McCandless, the Christo-
pher H. Lutz Director of the Alvord 
Center; Jeffrey Dyreson, director of 
environmental/sustainability initia-
tives and associate director of the 
Alvord Center; and Marley Matlack, 
director of international education 
programs and associate director of 
the Alvord Center. 

“As we dedicate the Alvord Center 
for Global & Environmental Stud-
ies,” concluded Alec at the May 
ceremony, “we renew and we 
strengthen our commitment to the 
education of our current and future 
students, and we eagerly await 
their contributions to the better-
ment of our world.”

Learn more about the Alvord Center 
at www.loomischaffee.org/Alvord-
Center and about Our Time Is Now: 
The Centennial Campaign for Loomis 
Chaffee at www.loomischaffee.org/
campaign. 

Newly Named Alvord Center Expands Its Mission

Chair of the Board of Trustees Christopher 
Norton ’76, Lisa Schmid Alvord, Trustee 
Joel Alvord ’56, and Head of School Sheila 
Culbert gather in front of the Alvord 
Center. Photo: Wayne Dombkowski
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AROUND THE QUADS 

By John Zavisza

THE completion of my students’ projects 
about 9/11 this spring on the final day of the 

term marked the end of my first year of teach-
ing American Civilization and one of the most 
rewarding experiences in my nine-year career. 

AmCiv’s thematic approach to U.S. history 
permitted much opportunity for experimenta-
tion with content and pedagogy as breadth took 
a back seat to depth. The mantra for the 9/11 
project that capped off the year for my students 
was the culmination of the same mantra that 
pervaded the class all year: “It’s understood 
that you/we might get somewhere by going 
nowhere.” 

While one goal of the assignment was to turn in 
a substantive project at the end, the emphasis 
for the duration of the five-week unit was on the 
process, as my 19 students immersed themselves 
independently in the events and issues surround-
ing 9/11. In that time, we met in a “structured” 
fashion only seven times, completed only two 
common homework assignments, and visited 
the 9/11 Memorial and Museum in New York. 
Through research and exploration, journaling 
and discussion, peer sharing and one-on-one 
meetings, my students worked toward an 
understanding of the events surrounding 
9/11 that they shaped and designed on their 
own terms.  

In an age where high achieving students 
are programmed to please and are over-
whelmingly focused on results, open-ended 
assignments that offer minimal direction can 
be challenging. But with anything challeng-
ing, rewards are greater. For this project, such 
open parameters permitted 
a personalization of history 
for several students, 
opening a window for a 
genuine explora-
tion of the subject 
matter. 

Before they embarked on 
the assignment, I thought 
the recentness and relevancy 
of 9/11 would be the key to 
students’ interest in the subject 
matter. While those factors certain-

ly were driving forces, personal connections that 
many students made transformed the project 
into an almost spiritual exploration of history for 
them. While the end products were impressive, 
the greatest value was in the process. I simply 
wanted students to chase what was interesting, 
but they engaged in and experienced so much 
more, whether intentionally or not. I knew that if 
I could get them to seek genuinely, they would 
gain far more from this assignment than I could 
give them through our typical approach. That 
typical approach to subjects earlier in the year 
prepared them with skills that made indepen-
dent investigation and critical thinking about 
historical content possible, but the atmosphere 
created by the final project, not anything I fed 
them, provided the opportunity for huge gains in 
understanding. 

The chief pedagogical takeaway from this 
project is the beauty of what can happen when 
students are given freedom and independence 
in the classroom in the absence of standardized 
curriculum, guidelines, and expectations. 

These are just some of the memorable and 
teachable moments that grew out of the organic 
nature of the project: 

•  Reflections on terrorism and governmental 
policy toward terrorism in the home countries 
of international students;

•  Real-world/real-time confrontation with racial 
stereotyping while viewing African American 
street performers in New York; 

•  Student connections with faculty members 
they didn’t previously know, including one 
teacher who had lost a brother in one of the 
towers;

•  A connection between a current student and a 
former student who lost his father on that day;

•  Discovery of a video game where the goal is to 
fly into the towers, which led to discussion of 
free speech and free expression; 

•  Connections with friends, neighbors,  
and family;

•  Insights from reading the many journal entries 
that explored lesser-known nuances of 9/11, 
such as the controversy surrounding those who 
fell or jumped from the towers;

•  Discussion of the students’ perceptions of race, 
ethnicity, and religion after they took Harvard’s 
Implicit Association Test on Arab-Muslims. 

 While my students took so much away from this 
project, it was also a valuable experience for me 
as I got to know them as learners and as people 
on a level I hadn’t anticipated.  

John “J.R.” Zavisza teaches history and 
coaches boys varsity hockey.

How an Open-Ended Assignment Took Wing  

Painting by junior Mallory Kievman.  
Photo: Madison Neal

Junior India Carpenter's symbolic representation of the 
Twin Towers after the 9/11 attacks. Photo: Madison Neal
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JOINING a consortium of nine 
boarding schools, Loomis 

Chaffee has hosted four fellows 
in the Penn Residency Master’s in 
Teaching Program during the last 
two years, a collaboration that has 
benefitted the school on many 
levels. 

The program, part of the University 
of Pennsylvania’s Graduate School 
of Education, enrolls 50 master’s 
degree candidates, who serve as 
classroom instructors at each of the 
member boarding schools. Under-
standing that successful teacher 
training includes theory, practice, 
and support, the residency program 
enables fellows to put theory into 
practice in the classroom, mentored 
by experienced faculty. 

“One of the major motivations for 
taking part in the Penn Residency 
program is to recruit the very best 
candidates to be on our teaching 
faculty,” notes Andrew Matlack, 
Loomis associate dean of faculty. 
In addition to attracting a flood of 
promising applicants for teaching 
fellow positions, Loomis’ participa-
tion enables the school to connect 
with Penn fellows at other consor-

tium schools. The fellows and their 
faculty mentors meet for instruction 
and professional development at 
Penn’s Philadelphia campus and at 
member schools several times over 
the two-year program.

The program also benefits current 
Loomis faculty. Scott MacClintic ’82, 
director of the Henry R. Kravis ’63 

Center for Excellence in Teaching, 
cites the “trickle-up” effect that 
the fellows have on professional 
development. Loomis faculty men-
tors gain exposure to the latest 
pedagogy and classroom tech-
niques through their interaction, 
he says, and the fellows share new 
ideas, discuss teaching challenges, 
and participate in faculty meetings, 
all of which further invigorate the 
school’s approach to teaching. 

The fellows’ contributions to both 
the teaching atmosphere and cam-
pus life at Loomis have been highly 
regarded. Math teacher Stephen 
Sacchetti and Spanish teacher Marc 
Cardwell completed their degrees 
this spring and accepted positions 
as full faculty members at Loomis 
for the 2015–16 school year. They 
presented their Action Research 
Projects, a degree requirement sim-

ilar to a thesis, to the Loomis faculty 
in May. Fellows Ashley Hansberry, 
a computer science teacher, and 
Sophia Rabb, an English teacher, 
completed their first year in the pro-
gram this spring and will continue 
next year at Loomis. 

Two new fellows will arrive on the 
Island in the fall. Rashaa Fletcher, 
a graduate of Amherst College, 
will teach psychology, and George 
Ramirez, a graduate of Yale, will 
teach physics. 

“The ultimate goal of our participa-
tion in the Penn Residency program 
is to provide Loomis students 
access to the highest quality class-
room experience with teachers who 
are well-trained, who are commit-
ted to continuous development, 
and who inspire students to achieve 
their potential,” Andrew says.

Loomis Welcomes Penn Fellows

Visiting Potter Mentors Ceramics Students

Penn Fellow Stephen Saccheti helps a student with a math problem.  Photo: John Groo

Artist Tamara Cameron with juniors Wilson Kaplan and Lorenzo 
Giannamore.  Photo: Christine Coyle

 “The residency 
program 
enables fellows 
to put theory 
into practice in 
the classroom, 
mentored by 
experienced 
faculty.
    

” 

VISITING Artist Tamara Cameron of 
Burlington, Vermont, spent time on the 

Island working with and among students in 
Jennifer McCandless’s ceramics classes in the 
Richmond Art Center May 11–13. 

A seasoned potter who special-
izes in hand-
building, creating 
three-dimensional 
forms from flat slabs 
of clay, Ms. Cameron is an 
instructor at the University 
of Vermont Living & Learning 

Pottery Co-op. She worked with a group of 
Loomis students in creating mugs from slabs 
of clay. 

Having grown up on the coast of Nova Sco-
tia, Ms. Cameron acknowledges that 

the colors and textures of her work 
are influenced by her 
seaside heritage. 

For a link to 
Ms. Cameron’s 

website, go to www.
loomischaffee.org/

magazine. 
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Spring happenings, night and day, inside and outside, at Loomis Chaffee 

AROUND THE QUADS  |  ISLAND ARRAY

INSIDE

D
AY

Mason Hall 
prom prep

Juniors Rising Up Ceremony

PRISM members after their Class Night dinner

Music on the quad for Springfest

Junior Laurie Zielinski and senior  
Isabelle Raposo at the Science 

Department Honors Brunch  
under the pergola

Happy Springfest faces

English Tea students

Narrator John Ratté practicing 
the Centennial song with the 

Concert Choir

Passing the Student Council 
gavel: From senior William 
Parsons to junior Samantha Roy

Class Night in the Olcott Center

Junior Dani Hove at Cultural Outburst

Global Studies 
dinner

Spring Dance Revue

Retiring math teacher Barry Moran with current and former students

Photos: Patricia Cousins, Mary Coleman Forrester, Christine Coyle, 
John Groo, Madison Neal, Becky Purdy
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Senior Cole Poyfair 
and his Prom date 

from home 

N
IG

H
T

OUTSIDE

Seniors  
Dania Haughton  
and Blaise Brown  

on the quad  
before Prom

Floral flourish: junior Eliza Hoang 
and senior Trung Vu
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A well-attended series of 
informational and networking 

events for Loomis Chaffee alumni 
of color during the 2014–15 school 
year marked the continuing growth 
of opportunities for the school’s 
alumni of color to share their experi-
ences with current Loomis students 
and connect with each other. 

A collaboration of the offices of the 
Dean of Students, Admissions, Col-
lege Guidance, Multicultural Affairs, 
and Alumni & Parent Relations, the 
year’s events included three panel 
discussions on campus.

At a December dinner and discus-
sion organized for alumni men 
of color, students participated in 
a dialogue with Greg Davis ’82, 
faculty member Adrian Stewart ’90, 
Abdul-Malik Gonzalez ’92, Kristoffer 
Harris ’98, and faculty member Jay 
Thornhill ’05. Head of School Sheila 
Culbert remarked before the event 
that Loomis has a unique opportu-
nity to connect affinity groups so 
that individuals can share experi-
ences in support of each other. And 
in this year’s heightened national 
climate of concern about interac-

tions between people of color and 
law enforcement, Sheila said, the 
school has a responsibility to hold 
open discussions about culturally 
sensitive topics for the benefit of 
the school community. 

In January, young alumni of color 
attending Columbia University, 
Williams College, Wellesley College, 
the University of Pennsylvania, and 

other colleges attended a social 
event with current Loomis students 
of color. The alumni shared their in-
sights and advice about transition-
ing to college from high school.  

In March, Jaqueline Harris ’73, Sana 
Butler ’90, Gleenia Napper ’99, Eva 
Haldane ’00, Denaka Perry ’00, and 
Nana Mensah ’01, all alumnae of 
color, joined Loomis students on the 

Island for a dinner and open discus-
sion about the challenges faced 
by women of color in society, the 
classroom, and the workplace.  

The second annual Harlem Recep-
tion, hosted by Kristi and Julian 
Riley ’86, also brought together 
many alumni of color and friends at 
the Red Rooster in March. 

In previous years, the school has 
invited alumni of color to serve 
as guest speakers about college 
admissions, to help students with 
test prep through the Pelican Peer 
Support Network, to host students 
and young alumni of color at their 
workplaces, and to attend recep-
tions for alumni of color during 
Reunion Weekend.

To participate on future panels 
or inquire about other upcoming 
events for alumni of color, contact 
Associate Director of Alumni & Par-
ent Relations Alexandra Muchura at 
alexandra_muchura@loomis.org or 
860.687.6813, or Dean of Students 
Patricia Sasser at patricia_sasser@
loomis.org or 860.687.6210.

Alumni of Color Share Insights with Students, Connect with Each Other

 “A collaboration of the offices of 
the Dean of Students, Admissions, 
College Guidance, Multicultural 
Affairs, and Alumni & Parent 
Relations, the year’s events 
included three panel discussions 
on campus.

 ” 

Students and alumnae of color gather during an on-campus dinner and discussion about challenges faced by women of color.  Photo: Christine Coyle
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DEDICATED, hard-working, 
gracious, and a master of 

writing skills. These are just a few of 
the words that have been used to 
describe longtime Loomis Chaffee 
English teacher Jane Archibald. In 
honor of Jane’s dedication of more 
than three decades of her 50-year 
career to teaching, guiding, and 
advising Loomis Chaffee students 
with grace, insight, intelligence, and 
warmth, an anonymous donor re-
cently committed an extraordinary 
gift of $1 million to establish the 
Jane Archibald Scholarship within 
the endowment to fund, in perpetu-
ity, a student with substantial need 
from the city of Hartford.  

In many ways, Jane embodies the 
essence of a Loomis teacher, and 

her impact on the English Depart-
ment curriculum and on decades 
of students is immeasurable. In 
addition to teaching every grade 
level and dozens of electives during 
her tenure, Jane twice served as 
head of the English Department, 
mentored colleagues, and created 
the Sophomore Writing Workshop. 
She motivates and engages her 
students, teaching them to draw 
from their own experiences in 
their writing, inspiring them to find 
learning opportunities at every 
turn, and instilling in them a lifelong 
passion for language. “An advo-
cate for student choice, Jane is the 
ultimate role model, teaching her 
students how to face life head-on, 
with patience, humility, perspective, 
and, above all, wisdom,” states the 
anonymous donor. 

Providing the opportunity to learn 
in a classroom with teachers like 
Jane was strong motivation for the 
donor when deciding to establish 
the scholarship. “We have wit-
nessed, first-hand, the power a 
Loomis Chaffee education has upon 
its students. We have watched 
students enter the community from 

a variety of backgrounds and wit-
nessed each of them thrive as their 
lives are touched by their teachers, 
advisors, coaches, and friends.” 

Eager to create something tangible 
in the Centennial year and inspired 
by the Founders’ vision of provid-
ing a transformative education for 
young people of promise, the donor 
intends for the scholarship to honor 
the school and Jane while also 
providing opportunities for talented 
students with significant financial 
need. “Providing the life-changing 
experience of the Loomis Chaffee 
community to our scholarship 
recipients is simply phenomenal,” 
explains the anonymous donor.  
“We aren’t going to change the 
world, but we can take one child 
and change his world.”

Jane began teaching in 1965 and 
has spent the majority of her career 
on the Island, from 1973 to 1976 and 
from 1987 to the present. She for-
mally retired from Loomis Chaffee 
in 2014, but she continues as a part-
time faculty member, teaching two 
English courses per year. 

$1 Million Gift Honors Jane Archibald

 “Providing the life-changing 
experience of the Loomis Chaffee 
community to our scholarship 
recipients is simply phenomenal. 
... We aren’t going to change the 
world, but we can take one child and 
change his world.

 ” 
—  Anonymous donor

Jane Archibald in the classroom.  Photo: John Groo
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AT its May meeting, the Board 
of Trustees honored three 

individuals for their service to the 
school:  Felix J. Springer ’64, who 
was retiring as the school’s legal 
counsel; Stephen E. Paul ’85, who 
was rotating off the board after 
13 years; and the late Andrew M. 
Carter ’58, who had served as a 
Trustee for 28 years and died in 
November 2014.    

Felix, an attorney at Day Pitney in 
Hartford, had served as the school’s 
legal counsel for 19 years, beginning 
in the first year of Head of School 
Russell Weigel’s tenure and continu-
ing through the first seven years 
of Sheila Culbert’s administration. 
Sheila thanked him for providing 
sage counsel and legal expertise 
over the nearly two decades that he 
served as an advisor.

Stephen, a co-founder of Laurel 
Crown Partners, a private equity 
firm based in Los Angeles, served 
on the board for three four-year 
terms and an additional year. During 
his tenure, he chaired the Audit 
Committee and co-chaired the 
Admission, Financial Aid & College 
Guidance Committee. He also 
served on the Finance, Investment, 
Buildings & Grounds, and Campaign 
Executive committees as well as the 
Committee on Trustees. In 2002, 
he established the Louis Berkman 
Scholarship Fund in honor of his 
grandfather. Board Vice Chair Jamie 
Widdoes ’72 recognized Stephen’s 
dedication, loyalty, and generosity 
to the school.

Andy, who most recently had 
served as CEO and then senior advi-
sor to Hyperion Capital Manage-
ment before he died in November, 
was formally recognized for his 
numerous contributions to the 

school. He served as a Trustee for 
almost three decades and chaired 
the Investment Committee for 
the majority of his years on the 
board. Among many examples of 
his generosity to the school, the 
most notable was his donation of 
Carter Hall in 1986 in honor of his 
parents, Herbert Pratt Carter ’20 
and Pauline Humeston Carter, and 
his creation of the Thomas Benedict 
Carter Instructorship in Music in 
memory of his brother. His widow, 
Renée Krimsier Carter, attended the 
Trustee dinner and expressed her 
own gratitude for Andy’s engage-
ment with and deep affection for 
the school. 

On the day after the dinner honor-
ing these individuals, the Trustees 
elected two new members: Neville 
S. Bowers ’01 of San Francisco, 
California, and current parent Karin 
Finlay of Waxhaw, North Carolina.

Neville, a four-year student from 
West Hartford, went on to Harvard 
and is now a software engineer 
and manager at Facebook in Menlo 
Park, California. Karin, president 
of the Finlay Foundation, a New 
Hampshire-based nonprofit, is the 
parent of R.J., who graduated from 
Loomis in May, and Maggie, a rising 
junior. Neville and Karin’s service 
began on July 1; they join 25 other 
board members, including Head of 
School Sheila Culbert.

Trustees: Bittersweet Departures 
and Happy Arrivals 

Construction Zone
THE whirr of construction equipment on 

campus has intensified this summer as sev-
eral projects with ambitious time frames move 
ahead quickly. 

An artificial turf field is being installed behind 
the Savage/Johnson Rink and will be ready at 
the beginning of the 2015–16 school year for use 
by the field hockey and boys and girls lacrosse 
teams. Two classrooms in the Clark Center for 
Science & Mathematics are being converted into 
laboratories to accommodate increased student 
demand for science courses. The east annex of 
the Wilbur Dining Hall is being repurposed as a 
faculty dining room and lounge. 

The Bookstore, located in the SNUG, is under-
going renovation to open up more space and 
to accommodate a broader range of items, 
including an expanded spirit wear selection. The 
Bookstore remains open during the renovations, 
which are scheduled for completion in time for 
pre-season and back-to-school sales. 

By far the biggest ongoing project on campus is 
preparation for the construction of Cutler Hall, 
a new dormitory on the site of Gwendolen Hall. 
Site work began during the school year, and in 
July, the Island said a fond farewell to Gwendo-
len Hall. Its classic-style façade will be missed on 
the landscape, but the community looks forward 
to seeing the new Cutler Hall rise up in its place 
with architectural elements inspired by Gwendo-
len Hall. The new dormitory will provide rooms 
for 50 boarding students and four faculty apart-
ments and will enable the school’s transition to a 
campus of 70 percent boarding students. 

Removal of demolition debris was expected to 
be complete by the end of July, with the new 
construction to begin immediately thereafter. 
Cutler Hall is slated to open in the fall of 2016. 

Andrew M. Carter ’58

Stephen E. Paul ’85

Neville S. Bowers ’01

Karin Finlay
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 Four faculty and two staff mem-
bers retired at the end of the school 
year. Math teacher Barry Moran 
with 42 years of service, administra-
tive faculty member Louise Moran 
with 31 years, music teacher and 
Associate Director of Communica-
tions James Rugen ’70 with 40 
years, music teacher Faith Miller 
with 39 years, staff member Jean 
Dexter with 17 years in the Dean of 
Students Office, and staff member 
Jeuley Ortengren with nine years 
in the Communications Office each 
was celebrated and wished well at 
the Community Honors Banquet. 
(See roundtable discussion among 
the retiring faculty, page 40.)

 The school also bade farewell to 
faculty and staff members who are 
moving on to other endeavors. They 
included Harriet Borriello, who 
taught Latin for 19 years, Krissie 
Kelleher, with more than 13 years 
in the Development Office, and 
the following faculty and staff who 
worked on the Island for less than 
10 years: philosophy teacher Dono-
van Cox, English teacher and Direc-
tor of the Norton Family Center for 
the Common Good Al Freihofer 
’69, science teacher Nick Jordan, 
athletics faculty member Mag-
gie Kennedy ’05, science teacher 
Mischa Lassow ’09, English teacher 
Marco Rodarte, college counselor 
Jami Silver, college counselor and 
Director of the Office of Experien-
tial Learning Andrea Straccia, and 
Development Office staff member 
Peg McCarty. “Every arrival to this 
Island has an impact on the place, 
no matter whether the arriver is 
with us for one year or 40,” Dean of 
Faculty Katherine Ballard noted at 
the Community Honors Banquet. 

 The Student Council honored 
Barry Moran as Teacher of the 
Year, to thunderous applause at 
the all-school awards convocation 
in May. Student Council president 

William Parsons read excerpts from 
student nominating essays at the 
ceremony, among them: “Mr. Moran 
transformed my Loomis Chaffee 
years and inspired me to appreciate 
math.” Another student acknowl-
edged Barry's “endless supply of 
compassion and patience for his 
students.” 

 Math and science teacher and 
aquatics coach Elizabeth Bucceri 
’07 was awarded the Austin Wicke 
Prize at this spring’s Community 
Honors Banquet. Given in Austin’s 
memory by his parents, the prize 
is awarded to the Loomis faculty 
member with less than 10 years of 
service “who has demonstrated 
a dedication to the discipline of 
teaching and a commitment to 
fostering the growth and devel-
opment of a young person.” In 
presenting the prize, Katherine 
Ballard praised Liz’s ability to serve 
as a positive role model and to men-
tor her students and athletes while 
“earning their utmost respect and 
admiration.” 

 French teacher Delphine 
Robison this spring received the 
Distinguished Teaching Award, cre-
ated by alumni in honor of retired 
teacher Dominic Failla. The award 
was established to honor a senior 
faculty member who is commit-
ted to the growth and intellectual 
development of his or her students, 
to teaching and learning, and to the 
growth of the mind. In the cita-
tion, Head of School Sheila Culbert 

described Delphine as “devoted to 
imbuing her students with a deep 
appreciation and understanding of 
French through her creative peda-
gogy and her commitment to rigor 
in the classroom.”

 Service to School Prizes were 
presented to eight faculty and 
staff members at the Community 
Honors Banquet for their significant 
contributions to the success of the 
academic year. Rich Raymond of 
the maintenance staff, Heather 
Bucknam of the Dean of Faculty Of-
fice, Patti Donovan from Informa-
tion Technology, English teacher 
Berrie Moos, history teacher Kevin 
Henderson, John Cheon of the 
Business Office, Louise Moran of 
the Development Office, and Karen 
Parsons, history teacher and co-
chair of the Loomis Chaffee Centen-
nial, were this year’s recipients. 

 History teacher Elliot Dial has 
been awarded a Palmer Fellowship 
for professional and curricular de-
velopment in recognition of his su-
perb teaching with the specific goal 
of fostering innovative pedagogy. 
The fellowship was established by 
the Keller and MacLean families in 
honor of former faculty members 
Keith and Ann Palmer. Elliot “ac-
cepts his profession as a calling,” 
Sheila said, and he “cares deeply 
about and connects with the young 
people in his dorm, classroom, and 
playing field.”

 Art Department Head Jennifer 
McCandless’s large wall installation 
was included in an art exhibition 
titled “Light Industrial Ecosystem” 
at the Garner Arts and Industrial 
Center, the site of a 19th-century 
textile mill in Garnerville, New York, 
from May 30 to June 15. 

 A selection of photographs by 
art faculty member John Mullin 
were part of a larger exhibition, 
“Land and Water: Photographs 
from 1860–Now,” in the Old College 
West Gallery of the University of 
Delaware from February through 
May. 

 Eric Styles, library director, and 
Sarah Zimmerman ’97, instruction 
and reference librarian, presented 
at two professional conferences this 
spring. At both, they explained the 
“flipped classroom” modules that 
they created with history faculty 
members Eric LaForest and Megan 
Blunden for students working on 
U.S. History research papers. The 
modules give students self-instruc-
tional research tools and extend 
learning beyond the classroom. 
The two librarians presented with 
Meg at the Connecticut Library 
Association’s annual conference in 
April, and with Eric LaForest at the 
Association of College & Research 
Libraries New England Annual 
Conference in May. 

 Faculty member Bobbi Moran 
completed 500 hours of yoga 
teacher training — a Shakti Initiation 
through Kripalu — in Bali, Indonesia, 
during a five-week sabbatical this 
spring. The program focused on 
harnessing the power of energy. 
Bobbi, a coach, Carter Hall dorm 
head, and sports information 
director, intends to share what 
she learned with student athletes, 
Carter residents, and the campus 
community. 

Liz Bucceri ’07 with junior Andrey Vdovenko and sophomore Austin Tautfest in an 
Algebra 2 class. Photo: John Groo
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 History teacher Molly Pond 
spent the last year on sabbatical 
studying South Asia — primarily In-
dia, Pakistan, and Bangladesh. She 
took courses at both Yale University 
and University of Connecticut, and 
she traveled to India over March 
break with Loomis Chaffee students 
as part of the Alvord Center for 
Global & Environmental Studies’ 
International Education Program. 
Based on her studies, she is de-
veloping a syllabus for an elective 
course titled “Understanding Mod-
ern South Asia.” Molly will return to 
teaching this fall as well as taking 
on her new appointment as associ-
ate director of the Norton Family 
Center for the Common Good.

 Spanish teacher and Director 
of Multicultural Affairs Elizabeth 
Parada embarked on a five-month 
sabbatical this spring, during which 
she completed an international 
master’s degree program for Span-
ish teachers, chaperoned students 
on the Global Studies trip to the 
Dominican Republic, and returned 

to the DR to work with Cambiando 
Vidas on building another home. 
(See Global Studies story, page 
12.) Her master’s course work was 
through Universidad Pontificia de 
Salamanca and FIDESCU (Fun-
dación para la Investigación y el 
Desarrollo de la Cultura Española/
Foundation for Research and Devel-
opment of Spanish Culture), and she 
completed her thesis this summer.

 Two members of the faculty 
recently served on visiting com-
mittees for peer schools engaged 
in reaccreditation through the New 
England Association of Schools & 
Colleges Commission on Indepen-
dent Schools. Head of School Sheila 
Culbert chaired a visiting commit-
tee, and Music Department Head 
Susan Barone Chrzanowski served 
on a visiting committee for another 
peer independent school. The visit-
ing committees provide compre-
hensive peer reviews as part of the 
reaccreditation process.

 Alexander McCandless, the 
Christopher H. Lutz Director of 
the Alvord Center for Global & 
Environmental Studies, and Susan 
Chrzanowski served on the faculty 
of the Harvard Graduate School 
of Education Think Tank on Global 
Education in May. The think tank en-
gages teachers, administrators, and 
other professional educators in the 
examination of global competency 
and the practice of global educa-
tion. Alec was a member of a panel 
discussing the creation of certificate 
programs in global studies, such 
as Loomis Chaffee's Certificate in 
Global & Environmental Studies. 
Sue, Loomis’ choral director, spoke 
about the benefits of incorporating 
global and multicultural music into 
the choral music curriculum. 

 Alec and Elizabeth Parada, 
along with former faculty member 
Andrew Watson, presented at the 
National Association of Indepen-
dent Schools/The Association of 
Boarding Schools Global Sympo-
sium in Austin in April. Their presen-

tation on Claude Steele’s research 
into “stereotype threat” examined 
how stereotypes interfere with cog-
nitive and social/emotional success 
and how teachers and students can 
learn to respond to and overcome 
these challenges in the classroom.

 Theater Director David Mc-
Camish is keeping plenty busy this 
summer. He is working with the 
Hartford Stage Company, providing 
fight choreography for the “Break-
dancing Shakespeare” production 
of Hamlet. He is teaching acting 
and stage combat at Wesleyan 
University in the Center for Creative 
Youth summer program. And in 
mid-July, in the 10th Annual “Shake-
speare Under the Stars” event, 
David played Bottom in ARTFARM’s 
production of A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream at Middlesex Community 
College in Middletown, Connecticut. 
ARTFARM is a nonprofit, profes-
sional theater organization.

David McCamish works with Loomis students in the Norris Ely Orchard Theater.  Photo: John Groo
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ONE in every six students at Loo-
mis Chaffee participated on three 
interscholastic teams last year. 

When I first gathered these results, the 
high numbers surprised me. In an age of 
sports specialization and increased after-
school options from which our students can 
choose, I was excited that so many of our 
students still chose the rigors of interscho-
lastic teams’ practices and game schedules.

Whether students choose to participate on 
a varsity team or in a lower-level program, 
the Loomis Athletics Department under-
stands that many of the benefits to the 
students are the same, and we wanted to 
recognize students who stay committed to 
the sports that they grew up playing prior 
to coming to Loomis or that they simply try 
for the first time in their high school years. 
The “Pelican Club” members for 2014–2015 
number 113 student athletes. Students in 
the “club” received a T-shirt if they played 
on three interscholastic teams, and those 
that were members of three varsity sports 
received a hooded sweatshirt. Both items 
have lettering on them denoting a three-
sport commitment to the school.

Why do I care so deeply about sport 
participation? It has a lot to do with what 

I see happening with youth sports and 
the professionalizing of what used to be 
recreational activities. When you introduce 
economics into any athletic endeavor, it’s 
easy to see why so many sports seasons now 
go year-round. Our children’s sports activi-
ties are big business. Here is an example: 
Soccer routinely has elite programs that go 
year-round. Gone are the days when the 
soccer season was in the fall. Today, we 

have club soccer programs that prohibit 
their members from playing on their high 
school teams, and their seasons go through-
out the winter and spring with showcase 
tournaments sprinkled throughout the year 
to keep teams motivated. If you are a player 
on one of these teams who wants some time 
away to continue with a different sport, you 
risk losing a spot on the elite soccer team’s 
roster due to a "lack of commitment." The 

I Play for Loomis Chaffee

In addition to varsity softball, 
senior Sierra Semmel played varsity 
field hockey and varsity ice hockey 
for Loomis. Photo: Tom Honan

Junior Kendra Offiaeli is a member of the varsity 
volleyball, basketball, and track teams.

Freshman Aidan Murphy and his brother, junior 
T.K. Murphy, play interscholastic soccer, ice hockey, 
and lacrosse at Loomis. 
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same scenario happens with ice hockey, 
lacrosse, basketball, baseball, volleyball, and 
any other varsity sport we offer at Loomis 
Chaffee.

Sports specialization is here to stay, but it’s 
far from being the right thing for the major-
ity. If a student at Loomis Chaffee wants to 
play at a high level, then the best thing we 
can do is help create an environment that 
gives him or her the best chance of success. 
That environment is a multi-sport one. Here 
are some reasons why we should continue 
to promote the multi-sport approach:

Better overall skills and ability. Research 
shows that continued participation in multi-
ple sports leads to better overall motor and 
athletic development as well as increased 
creativity.

Smarter, more creative players. Multi-
sport participation yields better decision-
making and pattern recognition. These are 
qualities collegiate coaches seek.

College team prospects. Most college ath-
letes come from multi-sport backgrounds. A 
2013 American Medical Society for Sports 
Medicine survey found that 88 percent 
of college athletes surveyed participated 
in more than one sport throughout high 
school.

Less than 10,000 hours. Believe it or not, 
10,000 hours is not a rule. There are now 
writings that dispute the notion of prescrib-
ing a certain number of hours of sport-
specific training. There are studies that 
show elite competitors in all sports requir-
ing far less than 10,000 hours of deliberate 
practice.

Many paths to mastery. Many elite 
athletes showed high improvement coming 
from the hours away from sport-specific 
deliberate practice.

Not all of our 113 three-sport athletes 
expect to play at elite levels or go on to play 
in college. At the same time that we praise 
the benefits of multi-sport participation, it’s 
important also to examine other reasons 
for simply wanting to remain on teams 
when one could be doing less. I’ve given 
this a lot of thought these recent years, and 
looking over this year’s list of participating 
student athletes, I came up with five major 
benefits of playing on our teams that have 
nothing to do with where one winds up in 
a sport. These are benefits earned just as 
any student would learn from being in our 
classrooms with outstanding teachers. 

1. Playing on our teams gives students an 
opportunity to play for their school. Loomis 
Chaffee school pride is on the rise with our 
recent successes in athletics. Our students 
like to be positive representatives of their 
school.

2. Students like recognition, and being on 
sports teams gives them opportunities to 
be recognized. Our Pelican of the Week 
program is designed specifically to give 
recognition to unsung heroes regardless of 
the level of sport in all three seasons during 
the school year.

3. Understanding and recognizing one’s role 
within a group is an important skill to de-
velop in the high school years. Players’ roles 
and hierarchy on teams change every year, 
and they need to meet certain expectations 
as they mature.

4. Older players on our JV and III teams 
have excellent opportunities for leader-
ship development working alongside our 
coaches. I love having positive leaders who 
might be older on our JV and III teams. I’ve 
seen tremendous growth in students who 
have stayed with their sport because they 
love the game and have come to understand 
they have a lot to offer some of the younger 
students. This is what can make a good 
athletic program great. We have students 
teaching other students how to treat each 
other with respect and dignity all the while 
representing the school in a positive way.

5. Finally, I can’t overstate the value of our 
teaching and coaching faculty. Many of the 
113 student athletes played an extra season 
this year — one they had not expected 
to play — because of connections with 

  “Loomis Chaffee gives student athletes  
of all abilities the chance to find strengths, 
cross new thresholds, and explore more 
fully what they are capable  
of accomplishing.
     

”

continued next page

Senior Santiago Torres Guiza 
wrestled and played tennis and 
football for Loomis varsity teams. 
Photo: Tom Honan
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coaches. I coach the boys III 
lacrosse team each spring, and 
the best part about my spring is 
getting to know 20 or so under-
class boys that I probably would 
not have had a chance to know 
if they hadn’t decided to play 
that sport and participate in our 
programs. 

Overall, 568 out of our 675 
students played on at least one 
interscholastic team this year. 
The athletics experiences of all 
our students can be diverse; our 
student athletes range in exper-
tise from a college-bound re-
cruit to a student on the verge of 
embracing basic fitness success. 

What matters is that they can 
participate if they so desire. I 
often see students wrestle with 
staying on a sports team when 
they realize that they won’t be 
playing at our top level. In this 
moment they can lose sight of all 
the benefits I mentioned above, 
and they make the decision to 
“quit” a sport prematurely. 

Loomis Chaffee gives student 
athletes of all abilities the 
chance to find strengths, cross 

new thresholds, and explore 
more fully what they are ca-
pable of accomplishing. Playing 
on teams, spending time with 
peers, and having opportunities 
to represent your school have 
limited timelines for any high 
school student. We recognize 
those 113 three-sport athletes 
for their dedication to our teams 
and for their counter-cultural 
approach to after-school activi-
ties.  ©

 VARSITY SCOREBOARD
SPORT RECORD   ACCOLADES

Baseball 11-8 
Girls Golf 2-11-1 
Boys Golf 16-7 * Founders League Champion 
   * Western New England Champion
Girls Tennis 5-8
Boys Tennis 8-8
Softball 11-5 * Western New England Quarterfinalist   
Boys Lacrosse 10-6
Girls Lacrosse 12-3-1 * Founders League Champion   
   * Western New England Champion 
Boys Track 5-5 
Girls Track 8-1 * Founders League Champion 
   * New England Division I Champion
Water Polo 8-13 * New England Semifinalist

Senior Blaise Brown

Sophomore  
Jason Liu

Senior Charlotte Gacek 
hands off to senior Greer 
Davis in the 4 x 100-meter 
relay. Photos: Tom Honan

Junior Carley Phillips

Senior Krystal Sung
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M
ichael Carter is a big 
thinker. A standout 
student known for his 
insights, the editor-

in-chief of both the school 
newspaper and a student-
written foreign affairs journal, 
an award-winning delegate to 
Model U.N. conferences, a keen 
student of Arabic, a respected 
leader among his peers, and an 
active community member who 
pursued his activities with pur-
pose, Michael took a thoughtful 
approach to both his daily life 
and his overarching experience 
at Loomis Chaffee. For these 
and other attributes, Michael 
received the Ammidon Prize 
at Commencement, given to a 
young man of the graduating 
class who, in the judgment of the 
faculty, has been outstanding in 
his concern for others. 

In-depth thought shows in 
all that Michael does, even in 
his picks of books, music, and 
travel destinations. His favorite 
book, Jurassic Park by Michael 
Crichton, is more than a science 
fiction story, he says: “It’s almost 
a philosophical take on science 
and ethics.” He enjoys music by 
19-year old singer-songwriter 
Lorde for its complexity despite 
her age, and for the way she 
“connects everyday experi-
ences with bigger ideas,” he 
says. Fascinated by both the 
physical beauty and the culture 
of Iceland, Michael speaks with 
admiration about the Icelandic 
peoples’ “respect for the natural 
world,” their “progressive mind-
set,” and their strong work ethic. 

He tethers his future plans to big 
ideas as well. Political science 
is the early favorite as a field of 
study at Stanford University. 

At Loomis, Michael's scholar-

MICHAEL CARTER
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ship, hard work, commitment 
to leadership, and choice of 
extracurricular programs that 
held meaning for him earned 
the respect of his classmates, 
friends, teachers, and mentors. 
His advisor, longtime English 
faculty member Fred Seebeck, 
observes that Michael stood out 
"as one of the most indefatigable 
workers and most engaged true 
scholars I’ve seen in my career.” 
A member of the Cum Laude 
Society, and an AP Scholar 
with Honor, Michael received a 
Founders Prize, the Junior Eng-
lish Award, the Norris E. Or-
chard Senior English Prize, the 
Serai Ribicoff Senior Journalism 
Prize, and the Chéruy Senior 
Foreign Language Prize. 

Michael assumed leadership 
roles in many community-
oriented activities at Loomis. 
In addition to his leadership of 
The Log and The World Bulle-
tin, Michael was a prefect and 
resident assistant, served on the 
Disciplinary Committee, and 
was elected class president in 
his sophomore and junior years. 
He was active in Model U.N., 
the agriculture program, SPEC-
TRUM, and campus sustainabil-
ity efforts, and he exhibited his 
creativity as an actor, play-
wright, and director in several 
productions in the Norris Ely 
Orchard Theater.

“Michael is a terrific writer 
— one of the best I’ve ever 
encountered in my 18 years of 
teaching,” notes history teacher 
Rachel Engelke. “Lucid, cre-
ative, clever, … his papers were 
always among my favorites to 
read.” For The World Bulletin, 
meanwhile, Michael researched 
and wrote articles covering nu-
anced topics, including pieces 
about tensions in the European 

Union, the aftermath of the 
Arab Spring uprising, and the 
threat of ISIS. “Michael stepped 
up to the plate and helped read-
ers unpack complicated issues 
in the Middle East,” says Rachel. 

Loomis first attracted Michael's 
interest at a Ten Schools admis-
sions event near his home in 
Charleston, South Carolina, and 
he planned his visit to Loomis 
on his tour of New England 
boarding schools.  

“I chose Loomis Chaffee be-
cause when I visited and talked 
to other students on campus, 
I sensed there was a great at-
mosphere here," he says. "They 
didn’t hold back when they were 
speaking with me, and their 
confidence came through.”

When he arrived on campus as 
a freshman, the biggest chal-
lenge for Michael was the “level 
up” of course work from his 
previous schooling. “I got my 
first B ever,” he admits, “but 
it was not devastating — just 
a reality check.” He says he 
quickly developed a more com-
mitted work ethic and realized 
that doing so leads to a more 
rewarding experience. Michael 
cites the Advanced Placement 
U.S. History course, taught by 
Eric LaForest, as a class that 
involved a lot of work to “really 
get into the material” in order 
to fully participate in class 
discussions. His efforts resulted 
in “an in-depth knowledge of 

U.S. history,” Michael says, and 
the class remains one of his 
most enjoyable and rewarding at 
Loomis.  

Rachel's instruction and en-
couragement in AP Government 
and Politics class and through 
his involvement with Model 
U.N. and The World Bulletin also 
helped him develop an enthusi-
asm for learning and cultivated 
his passion for history, interna-
tional politics, world events, and 
journalism, he says. He credits 
all his teachers for holding him 
to high standards in the quality 
of his work, though clearly he 
has a high bar set for himself as 
well. 

Michael collected many fond 
memories working nights and 
weekends under tight deadlines 
with The Log staff in the base-
ment of Palmer Hall. “We were 
miserable — and it was great,” 
he jokes. “The room is dirty, 
there are holes in the walls, the 
computers are slow, and it’s al-
ways hot. If I had to do it alone, 
it would be terrible. But The Log 
staff is just the best group of 
people I’ve ever been blessed to 
work with,” he says.     

Thinking out loud of the future, 
Michael’s long-term goals 
could include law school, and 
he might like to live and work 
in Washington, D.C., some day, 
“depending on where my stud-
ies take me.”

Hometown:  
Charleston, South Carolina

Favorite Superhero:  
Batman because “he did good 
deeds without recognition”

Favorite/most influential book: 
Jurassic Park by Michael Crichton

Favorite Loomis dining hall meal: 
Quiche and veggie burgers

Favorite meal anywhere:  
“My dad’s homemade pizza”

Blue & black or white & gold? 
“Mostly blue and 
black, but I saw 
both.”

Favorite place 
to “chill” on the 
Island:  
The quad when it’s 
sunny

In heavy rotation on your playlist 
right now: Lorde

Couldn’t live without my . . . : 
Mason jars

Favorite/most influential place 
you’ve visited: Iceland 

Would like to visit some day: 
“The Middle East. I’ve been 
studying Arabic, and I’m interested 
in international politics and 
journalism.”

You have tickets to attend any 
sporting event. Where would you 
go? The Olympics

One thing you’d change at Loomis: 
Relaxing some restrictions to allow 
more impromptu student activities 
— no approval needed.

College/University:  
Stanford University, California

“Michael is a terrific writer — one of 
the best I’ve ever encountered in 
my 18 years of teaching. 

  ”     — history teacher Rachel Engelke
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“A game-changer,” is 
the fitting descrip-
tion of Biridiana 
“Biri” Guerrero 

offered by her college coun-
selor, Amy Thompson. A first-
generation Mexican-American 
from urban Chicago, Biri has 
embraced the educational chal-
lenges and opportunities that 
have come her way. In making 
the most of her Loomis Chaffee 
experience, Biri contributed 
broadly to the community and 
inspired her classmates, teach-
ers, friends, and others at the 
school with whom she made a 
connection.  

In her hometown, Biri was 
selected from among hundreds 
of applicants to receive a Daniel 
Murphy Scholarship — awarded 
to select students in under-
served populations from Chi-
cago who demonstrate academic 
potential and strong character 
for college prep high school 
scholarship.

Biri says she had little idea about 
what to expect from a boarding 
school other than the stereo-
types she’d seen on the televi-
sion series Zoey 101, which takes 
place in a fictional California 
boarding school. Her admis-
sions revisit at Loomis included 
an overnight stay in the dorm 
with Nana Minder ’14 as her 
host. Nana discovered that it 
was Biri’s birthday, so she made 
posters and encouraged others 
to give Biri a warm reception on 
her special day. “It was so nice,” 
says Biri. “I was pleasantly sur-
prised by how friendly everyone 
is here.” That revisit-day friend-
ship solidified Biri’s decision to 
attend Loomis, and she stays in 
touch with Nana, her friend and 
fellow dancer, to this day. 

BIRIDIANA “BIRI” GUERRERO
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Coming to Loomis was a a big 
change for Biri. At first, jour-
neys from Chicago to Windsor 
and back were filled with trepi-
dation, due to her lack of air 
travel experience. Being away 
from home and the comfort 
of her family for the first time 
freshman year was difficult 
as well. And, she says, coming 
from a Chicago public middle 
school to Loomis, “I had to get 
used to being around all these 
people who actually wanted to 
get a better education — that 
was a big change."

Biri's willingness to accept  
challenges has led to great 
experiences and life-changing 
opportunities. With no prior 
knowledge of the game of golf, 
Biri applied to participate in the 
Summer Golf Caddie Program 
offered through the Daniel 
Murphy Foundation while 
at home in Chicago on sum-
mer break her freshman year. 
Caddying was not just a good 
summer job, though. Requir-
ing patience, dedication, and 
perseverance, the experience 
helped her develop skills for 
academic and personal success 
and became an investment in 
her future. With a four-year 
scholarship through the West-
ern Golf Association’s Chick 
Evans Scholarship Foundation, 
given to caddies with a strong 
record, excellent academics, 
and outstanding character, Biri 
will attend Purdue University 
in Indiana this fall. She will 
continue to caddy during the 
summer while in college, and 
her long-term goals include 
study in civil or environmental 
engineering with an eye toward 
a future career in engineering. 

The caddying experience also 
inspired her to pick up the clubs 

herself to play on the Loomis 
Chaffee girls golf team. 

Biri pursued a wide range of 
interests at Loomis, and the 
campus felt her influence. She 
became a passionate envi-
ronmentalist and was one of 
the first students to receive a 
Gilchrist Environmental Fel-
lowship as she helped build the 
fledgling agricultural program 
and worked as an e-proctor for 
the sustainability program for 
three years. She received hon-
ors her sophomore, junior, and 
senior years in science — one of 
her strongest subjects.

“As head e-proctor Biri was 
responsible for communica-
tion and general organization 
of the 15 other e-proctors, and 
she communicated very well 
and inspired others to do good 
work," says Jeffrey Dyreson, 
science teacher and director of 
environmental/sustainability 
initiatives. "She also managed 
the chicken care schedule, of-
tentimes stepping in and doing 
the work herself. Suffice it to say 
that Biri leaves behind a won-
derful legacy and the program 
in great condition."

As a peer counselor and a men-
tor in the Pelican Peer Support 
Network, Biri shared her expe-
riences in support of her fellow 
students. In the dance studio 
and on the NEO stage, Biri 

brought her talent to Loomis’ 
dance program, especially in 
the annual Dance Revue, where 
she was a stand-out performer. 
She also served as team man-
ager for the boys varsity football 
and hockey teams and played 
on the varsity squad of the girls 
golf program as a senior.   

Biri’s ability to forge relation-
ships with individuals and 
groups from varied back-
grounds and experiences has 
been a defining factor in her 
success story. In the scholar-
ship organizations, the caddy-
ing program, her studies, and 
her activities at Loomis, the 
relationships she has built along 
the way have been “game-
changing” for Biri, inspiring her 
to keep pursuing opportunities 
for growth and development. 

Biri’s advice to incoming fresh-
men is to take advantage of the 
many potentially life-changing 
opportunities at Loomis, as she 
has done, from participating in 
athletics to engaging in Global 
Studies travel. “Keep in mind, 
your four years here will go by 
fast, so make the most of them,” 
she says.  

Hometown:  
Chicago, Illinois

Favorite Superhero:  
A Disney “superhero” — Mulan

Favorite/most influential book: 
Tuesdays with Morrie  
by Mitch Albom

Favorite Loomis dining hall meal: 
Meatballs, burgers, and falafel

Favorite meal anywhere:  
"I’ve never been picky. I love to try 
new things."

Blue & black or white & gold?  
“I remember the [phenomenon], but 
I don’t remember what 
I saw.”

Favorite place to 
“chill”  
on the Island:  
“The dance studio is 
my second home.”

In heavy rotation on your playlist 
right now: Sam Smith

Couldn’t live without my . . .:  
Coffee

Favorite/most influential place 
you’ve visited:  
Summer travel to France

Would like to visit someday: Spain

You have tickets to attend any 
sporting event. Where would you 
go? The Superbowl

One thing you’d change at Loomis: 
Bring back Kent Day.

College/University:  
Purdue University, Indiana

Biri’s ability to forge relationships 
with individuals and groups 
from varied backgrounds and 
experiences has been a defining 
factor in her success story. 
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T
hunderous applause 
erupted at the conclu-
sion of an MLK Week 
assembly this winter 

as Dontay Downer, flanked by 
fellow student and faculty band 
members, laid down a jaw-
dropping electric guitar solo 
during a performance of Neil 
Young’s “Rockin’ in the Free 
World.” The solo brought the 
entire school audience to its feet 
in howling approval. 

That memorable and defining 
moment in Dontay’s school 
career is the culmination of 
a journey begun under much 
more humble circumstances. At 
a senior meditation convocation 
this year, Dontay shared the 
story of receiving his first guitar 
for Christmas 2008 — a donated 
gift organized by the homeless 
shelter in New York City that 
was his family’s temporary resi-
dence at that time. 

“I was so excited,” recalls 
Dontay. “I’d always wanted to 
play [guitar] since I was 2 years 
old because my grandmother 
listened to classic rock like 
Aerosmith, Led Zeppelin, and 
Queen,” he says. Dontay was 
frustrated by his attempts to 
pick out familiar tunes on his 
new guitar until he learned that 
the Boys Club of New York of-
fered free lessons. Dontay began 
taking lessons, and “a few years 
later,” he says, “I performed 
on stage at the Apollo Theater, 
Lincoln Center, The Rainbow 
Room, and even three sold-out 
shows playing with Roger Wat-
ters (guitarist of Pink Floyd) at 
Madison Square Garden.” 

Unaware of his performances 
on those venerable stages, many 
in the Loomis community were 
floored by Dontay’s guitar virtu-

DONTAY DOWNER
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osity at the MLK event. While 
he often  played his guitar at 
venues and fundraising events 
around campus over the years, 
he was never one to seek or 
bask in the spotlight. He most 
enjoyed making music collab-
oratively with groups of friends, 
dorm mates, faculty, and staff 
at Loomis in impromptu jam 
sessions.  

It was Dontay’s connection to 
the Boys Club of New York and 
the organization’s Independent 
School Placement Program that 
identified his academic ability 
and exceptional talent and led 
to his application and enroll-
ment as a Kravis Scholar at 
Loomis Chaffee. 

The Island was a distinct depar-
ture from life in the Bronx, and 
the Loomis community seemed 
foreign to Dontay at first. He 
worried about finding his 
place in it. "The colorful pants 
guys wear really caught me off 
guard,” he jokes. But Dontay 
discovered that individuality 
is accepted at Loomis, and the 
real challenge became pushing 
himself beyond the required 
curriculum to take stimulating 
electives and join activities that 
interested him. Having done 
so, says Dontay, has been highly 
rewarding, and he credits his 
Mom for “sort of forcing me” to 
take advantage of the opportu-
nity to attend Loomis. 

Dontay rose to the challenge, 
pursuing a hefty course load 
and pouring himself  into a 
number of extracurricular ac-
tivities. This year, Dontay took 
Advanced Placement courses 
in economics and calculus, 
advanced science coursework 
in cell biology and genetics, 
and several advanced English 

courses, including his favorite, 
Satire, taught by Fred Seebeck.  

“He’s an amazing teacher,” 
says Dontay. “In his class we 
examined satire throughout 
history. We read One Flew Over 
the Cuckoo’s Nest and books 
by Kurt Vonnegut. Satire is so 
intertwined with contemporary 
media, especially on my favorite 
network — Comedy Central,” 
he adds.

In addition to his academic 
workload, Dontay ran track 
and cross country, captaining 
both teams. In both his junior 
and senior years, he ran to All-
Founders League and All-New 
England cross country honors. 
In the arts, Dontay played 
trumpet in the Concert Band 
as a freshman and sophomore, 
guitar in the Jazz Band as a 
junior, and guitar in the Jazz 
Improvisational Ensemble as 
a senior. Dontay also brought 
positive change to the school 
community as a two-year presi-
dent of PRISM (People Rising 
In Support of Multiculturalism) 
and as a mentor in the Pelican 
Peer Support Network.

English teacher and cross coun-
try and track coach Sally Knight 
acknowledges Dontay’s leader-
ship as a team captain and in 
his interactions across campus. 
“He’s always been reserved, but 
not shy,” says Sally. “When he 
has something to say, he says 
it, bluntly, but politely, never 
in a way that offends.” Dontay 

“elevates any discussion,” she 
adds. 

Sally was a mentor to Dontay 
throughout his years at Loomis. 
“Ms. Knight coached me in 
cross country and track for four 
years, but she was also involved 
in my growth at Loomis," he 
says. "She was kind of like a 
mom away from home.” Sally 
also helped him in the college 
selection process, driving him 
to colleges in the Northeast 
since Dontay's mom, at home 
with his siblings, was unable.  

Jami Silver of the College Guid-
ance Office describes Dontay as 
a “deep thinker” who processes 
what he is thinking before he 
speaks. "When Dontay does 
speak, it is usually something 
profound,” she says. According 
to Jami, Dontay made a knowl-
edgeable, thoughtful commit-
ment to everything he took 
on as a member of the Loomis 
community. 

His next stop after a summer 
at home in the Bronx is Wes-
leyan University, where Dontay 
plans to pursue any number of 
subjects that interest him — cell 
biology, stem cell research, 
economics, music, and music 
theory. He also plans to run 
track and cross country. Where 
does he see himself five years 
from now? Dontay shrugs and 
says, “Maybe a master’s degree? 
Lollapalooza?”

Hometown:  
The Bronx, New York City

Favorite Superhero: Flash. “He’s 
the most under-rated of the Justice 
League.”

Favorite/most influential book:  
The Brief and Wondrous Life  
of Oscar Wao by Junior Diaz

Favorite Loomis dining hall meal: 
“The steak is always on point.”

Favorite meal anywhere:  
Jamaican beef patties

Blue & black or white & gold?:  
“I can explain the science behind it, 
but I don’t want to.”

Favorite place to 
“chill” on the Is-
land: “The SNUG 
— that’s where 
the food’s at. 
And sometimes 
there’s music.”

In heavy rotation on your playlist 
right now: Prince, Green Day

Couldn’t live without my . . .:  
iPhone

Favorite/most influential place 
you’ve visited: Florence, Italy

Would like to visit some day: Japan, 
for the beauty and technology

You have tickets to attend any 
sporting event. Where would you 
go?: The Olympics in Rio 2016

One thing you’d change at Loomis: 
The dancing restrictions

College/University:  
Wesleyan University, Connecticut

“Dontay elevates any discussion.

  ”    — English teacher and coach Sally Knight

   
   

   
  L

OOMIS CHAFFEE
  

           C
L

A
SS  OF  TWO THOUSAND�F

IF
TE

EN
 



36  |  

C
onfident. Concerned. 
Unassuming. Curious. 
With a quiet assuredness, 
maturity, commitment, 

and focus that belie her young 
age, Mairead "Maisie” Campbell 
has had a significant impact on 
the Loomis Chaffee community 
through her scholarship and 
leadership.

The word “accomplished” also 
belongs among her attributes. 
Recipient of the Charles Henry 
and Mary Chaffee Willcox Prize, 
given to the first scholar among 
the young women in the graduat-
ing class, Maisie is a member of 
Cum Laude Society, a National 
Merit Finalist, and an AP Scholar 
with Honor. She received junior 
prizes in English, history, math, 
and science as well as the Chéruy 
Senior Foreign Language Prize, 
the Donald M. Joffray Senior 
Mathematics Prize, and the J. 
Newfield Senior Science Prize. 

But accolades are not what moti-
vates Maisie. Her inherent desire 
for learning, and her passionate 
concern for nature and the envi-
ronment propelled her to delve 
deeply into subjects and activi-
ties related to the sciences and 
sustainability. The resulting aca-
demic achievement came about 
because of Maisie’s commitment 
to the learning process. 

Her advisor, Dean of Faculty 
Katherine Ballard, says Maisie 
has “an incredible thirst and 
hunger for knowledge that I have 
rarely seen in my career. It’s no 
wonder she is a top scholar — she 
intrinsically ‘gets it.’ ”

Characteristic of Maisie’s pursuit 
of discovery was her involvement 
with the organization Mis-
sion: Wolf. Her curiosity about 
wolves was initially sparked 
by her sister’s affinity towards 

MAIREAD  ‘MAISIE’  CAMPBELL
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them, leading Maisie to seek 
more information about wolves’ 
relationship to humans and the 
environment. Maisie and soph-
omore Jake Barbieri applied 
for and received a Gilchrist 
Environmental Fellowship to 
bring live wolf “ambassadors” 
to campus with their handlers 
from Colorado-based Mission: 
Wolf. The organization's travel-
ing education program seeks 
to connect people with nature 
for better understanding and 
outcomes for both. Maisie and 
Jake’s impetus for the project 
was to educate the Loomis 
community about the relation-
ship between extinction and 
destroyed ecosystems and to 
show the effects that people's 
ecological choices — whether 
related to recycling, water, or 
energy use — can have on the 
world around them.

Maisie's interest in the environ-
ment also landed her in leader-
ship roles, as president of Proj-
ect Green and as an e-proctor. 
Her participation was instru-
mental in the development of 
the newly minted agricultural 
program at Loomis. 

Beyond nature, Maisie’s com-
passion and empathy extends 
to all the communities of which 
she is a part. She credits many 
of her teachers, mentors, and 
coaches for helping her achieve 
academic success, guiding 
her toward her interests, and 
inspiring her to be her best self. 
One of the most influential, she 
says, was Allison Beason, who 
taught her math and coached 
her on the III lacrosse team.   

“When I had her [as a teacher], 
she was going through chemo-
therapy treatments for cancer,” 
says Maisie. Acknowledging 

that the treatments must have 
been physically challenging 
for Allison, Maisie continues, 
“She always came to class with 
the best spirit. It was really 
inspirational how she handled 
everything." 

Katherine says Maisie herself is 
an inspiration as well. “Maisie 
has a kind of gracefulness — a 
way of moving through the 
world — which perhaps she 
gets from her connection to the 
environment and nature,” says 
Katherine. “She has a quiet way 
about her that opens doors for 
people, makes you want to ask 
the next question.” Katherine 
adds that Maisie was also gen-
erous with her time and support 
for her classmates and friends 
in their endeavors.  

“Grades are important,” says 
Maisie, “But they are not every-
thing.” Capable of excelling in 
any advanced subject, Maisie 
chose her coursework based on 
what interested her, especially 
the sciences, math, and French 
language. Katherine marvels 
at the level of fluency Maisie 
has reached due to her com-

mitment to learn, with only 
a few weeks of immersion in 
French. Maisie says her favorite 
class was her freshman biology 
course. “It was mostly because 
of Mr. Chaudhary,” says Maisie, 
referring to science teacher 
Neil Chaudhary ’05. “He was 
so excited. I think he must have 
been a drama major or taught 
drama or something, and he 
really brought that enthusiasm 
to the class.”

After returning to work on a 
farm in South Glastonbury for 
the summer, Maisie is excited 
to attend Bowdoin College in 
Brunswick, Maine, in the fall. 
She intends to pursue a double 
major in math and environmen-
tal sciences. Longer term, she 
plans to take advantage of some 
of Bowdoin’s internship oppor-
tunities, and perhaps continue 
to grad school. True to form, 
Maisie says, “I’ll see what suits 
me, and take it from there.”  

Hometown:  
Glastonbury, Connecticut

Favorite Superhero:  
Batman

Favorite/most influential book:  
The Thief, by Whelan Turner

Favorite Loomis dining hall meal: 
Grilled cheese sandwiches— “I get 
very excited when they serve them 
on a rainy day with tomato soup.”

Favorite meal anywhere: Grilled 
cheese or anything with pesto

Blue & black or white & gold?  
“Blue and black the first time.”

Favorite place to “chill”  
on the Island: Brush Library

In heavy rotation on your playlist 
right now:  
Imagine Dragons, Ed Sheeran.

Couldn’t live without my . . .:  
“I just got a smart phone last year, 
and now I can’t live without it.”

Favorite/most influential place 
you’ve visited:  
Summer abroad in France

Would like to visit some day: 
Greece, Vienna, Costa Rica

You have tickets to attend any 
sporting event. Where would you 
go? “I’m not into sports, but I’d love 
to see a live concert.”

One thing you’d change at Loomis: 
Saturday classes. “Not that I 
mind the classes, but I don’t like 
homework on a Friday night.”

College/University:  
Bowdoin College, Maine

“[Maisie has] an incredible thirst and 
hunger for knowledge that I have 
rarely seen in my career. 

” 
 
— Dean of Faculty Katherine Ballard
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A
n international student 
from Bangkok, Thai-
land, Doyle Lokitiyakul 
arrived as a fresh-

man — after a 24-hour flight 
from home — unaccompanied 
and undaunted at the prospect 
of joining the community and 
eager to take advantage of all the 
educational, social, and cultural 
opportunities available to him at 
Loomis Chaffee. Then, as now, 
Doyle is an individual concerned 
for the needs of others and the 
environment, a diligent and 
inquisitive student who is open 
to new experiences and different 
perspectives and has a positivity 
that inspires everyone around 
him. 

Early in his Loomis career, 
Doyle became an integral part of 
the school community, lending 
his leadership and infectious 
enthusiasm to life on the Island 
in numerous ways. Doyle recalls 
watching the film The Breakfast 
Club as a freshman with the 10 
other Centennial Ambassadors, 
who eventually became some 
of his best friends. Over the 
next four years, the Centennial 
Ambassadors shared in the plan-
ning for and celebration of the 
school's 100th year, their senior 
year. That first moment when he 
felt a bond between himself and 
the community stands out when 
Doyle looks back across his time 
at Loomis.  

With an inquisitive and positive 
spirit, Doyle is a natural at mak-
ing connections with others, 
even in a place as foreign to him 
as the United States. He asks 
questions with genuine interest  
and a clear desire to gain in-
sights and develop relationships.

At Loomis Doyle developed a 
broader relationship with his 

DOYLE LOKITIYAKUL
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teachers than he had been able 
to achieve in the English-speak-
ing schools he attended in Bang-
kok. Teachers at Loomis are 
respected, as are those in Bang-
kok, but Loomis teachers also 
serve as “parents away from 
home and like friends that you 
can have a conversation with 
over the dinner table. It was 
a pleasant surprise,” he says. 
Through the relationships he 
developed with peers and adults 
in the Loomis community, he 
gained a cultural understanding 
of life in the United States. “A 
few people even took the time to 
explain the game of American 
football to me,” he says. 

Doyle learned another early 
lesson in the power of collabo-
ration when he was uncer-
tain about asking for help in 
his studies. “I was so excited 
about being independent that I 
thought I should be able to do 
everything all by myself, with 
just my own effort,” he explains. 
His advisor at the time, Aimee 
MacGillivray, pointed out to 
him the many resources for col-
laborative assistance — teach-
ers, peers, librarians, and the 
Math Department's Quantita-
tive Resource Center. Doyle says 
he came to realize that “there 
[is ] learning that happens in 
a group, that you can’t do alone.”

Doyle reciprocated the support 
he received from others in the 
community. His participation 
in the Backcountry Program 
was notable for the patience, 
kindness, helpfulness, and sup-
port Doyle offered to everyone 
involved, says Pete Gwyn, a fac-
ulty leader of the program and 
an inspiring figure in Doyle’s 
Loomis experience. An alterna-
tive to interscholastic sports, 
the Backcountry Program 

involves outdoor activities, 
including snowshoeing, hiking, 
trail-blazing, outdoor commu-
nity service, and canoe trips. 
Doyle says the transformative 
experience with his peers and 
Pete “really pushed me, a city 
kid, beyond my comfort zone.” 
That is no small praise coming 
from a well-traveled adven-
turer who enjoys expedition 
trips with his mother to such 
far-flung places as Mongolia, 
Krakatoa in Indonesia, and the 
Antarctic Peninsula.

A strong student of the sciences, 
Doyle's senior courses included  
Microbiology, AP Physics, and 
Advanced Organic Chemistry as 
well as Multivariable Calculus.  
Microbiology, taught by Scott 
MacClintic ’82, was one of 
Doyle’s favorite classes, in part 
because of Scott’s “flipped class-
room” method of instruction, 
which delivers lecture material 
as video recordings for students 
to view outside the classroom 
as homework and thus de-
votes time in the classroom 
to hands-on experimentation 
and research, an activity Doyle 
enjoys. 

Doyle also tested his artistic 
mettle in creative writing class, 
and he discovered that science 
and creativity are not mutu-
ally exclusive. “With artistry 
and talent, wit and style as his 
constant companions, Doyle 
deserves high praise for his 
spirited compositions, show-
ing the endless possibilities a 

creative mind can find within a 
given structure,” comments his 
creative writing teacher, Phyllis 
Grinspan. 

Beyond the classroom, Doyle 
immersed himself in every as-
pect of the Norris Ely Orchard 
Theater, from performing to 
working on the tech crew. He 
received the junior theater and 
dance award and the Morris H. 
Brown Senior Dance & The-
ater Prize. In presenting the 
senior award, Candice Chir-
gotis, head of the Theater and 
Dance Department, said, “Doyle 
approaches each NEO task or 
challenge with confidence, 
commitment, competence, and 
abundant exuberance. Reliable, 
enthusiastic, trustworthy, a gen-
erous spirit, Doyle well deserves 
his popularity.” 

In the fall, Doyle will attend 
Washington University in Saint 
Louis, Missouri, and says he is 
interested in going into some 
aspect of health care. “I spent a 
lot of time in hospital as a child 
because of bronchitis caused 
by my allergies,” he explains. 
His family doctor in Thailand 
shared with him some of the 
basic principles of biology, 
sparking Doyle’s interest in the 
subject. 

Until he heads to Missouri, 
however, Doyle is spending the 
summer at home, returning 
to the elephant conservation 
sanctuary in northern Thailand 
where he has volunteered for 
the last five summers. ©

Hometown: Bangkok, Thailand

Favorite Superhero: Ironman. “He 
wasn’t born with his power.”

Favorite/most influential book:  
The Knife of Never Letting Go  
by Patrick Ness

Favorite Loomis dining hall meal: 
Doyle’s signature drink concoction: 
First fill cup with ice, then add, in 
order, ¼ lemonade,¼ soda, ¼ lem-
onade, ¼ fruit punch.

Favorite meal anywhere:  
Sushi — “food of the gods”

Blue & black or white & gold? “I 
think I actually saw blue and gold at 
one point.”

Favorite place 
to “chill” on the 
Island: Quiet 
Sunday mornings 
on the tables 
outside the SNUG

In heavy rotation on your playlist 
right now: “Depends on my mood. I 
like all kinds of music.”

Couldn’t live without . . .:  
A book in the evening

Favorite/most influential place 
you’ve visited: The Backcountry 
Program with Mr. Gwyn

Would like to visit some day:  
The South Pole

You have tickets to attend any 
sporting event. Where would you 
go? The Quidditch Finals

One thing you’d change at Loomis: 
“I love the food here, so I’m not 
complaining, but it does get a little 
repetitive. Perhaps more selection.”

College/University:  
Washington University in St. Louis, 
Missouri

With an inquisitive and positive 
spirit, Doyle is a natural at making 
connections with others, even in  
a place as foreign to him as  
the United States. 
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A Conversation Among Friends

IN  1972, the young couple Barry and Louise Moran arrived on the Island fresh out of 
graduate school. Barry was hired to teach math, and Louise, expecting the couple’s first 
child, was destined later to become the school’s first director of communications. In 
1974, James Rugen ’70 returned to his alma mater directly from college to teach in the 
English and Music departments. The following year, another promising young musician, 
Faith Miller, began teaching music and directing ensembles at Loomis Chaffee. Forty 
years later, these four treasured faculty members, having devoted their entire careers 
to the school, bade au revoir to the Island as they strode into their well-deserved 
retirements. Before they left, however, we gathered them for a roundtable discussion 
about their four decades at Loomis Chaffee and the changes and continuities they 
witnessed in the school, in students, and in themselves through the years.

Louise and Barry Moran with the Meadows as a backdrop. Photo: John Groo

By Becky Purdy
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Becky: When you started working at Loo-
mis, did you think that you’d spend your 
whole careers here?

Barry: I told Louise that we’d stay one, 
maybe two, years. I have to say that I didn’t 
think I was cut out for teaching after one 
year.

Louise: Many times Barry would come 
home and say, “I’m just not cut out for this.” 

Barry: My first Algebra 2 class [in 1972–73] 
almost did me in. 

Becky: What was so awful?

Barry: Well, the school was a wild and 
woolly place at the time, and the ability lev-
els in the classroom were really wide apart. 
I had one student who was upset because 
his parents divorced, and he decided he was 

going to change his name because he didn’t 
want the same name as his parents, but he 
didn’t tell anybody. So for the first two days 
of classes, I kept calling this person’s name 
and they wouldn’t answer, so I marked him 
absent. And then I said, “Is there anybody’s 
name I didn’t call?” And he gave me this 
name, and I put it on the roster. It was prob-
ably by the third day I went down to the 
director of studies office and said, “I don’t 
know who this new kid is, and I don’t know 
why this guy isn’t showing up.” We sorted 
it out after that, but the whole year was 
stories like that.

James: I had a slightly different experience. 
I knew right away I would be a lifer. I think 
part of the reason for that is that I had 
come here as a student. When I rejoined the 
faculty, many of my former teachers were 
my colleagues, and I looked at their lives 

and thought that they had pretty nice lives. 
A lot of these people just seemed to have the 
entire summer off. It seemed to me when I 
was a student here that most of the faculty 
either went to Maine or the Cape for the 
summer, and many of them did. And many 
of them seemed to be very friendly with 
each other. It seemed to be a very congenial 
institution, although I was a little shocked 
when I came back that the school had 
changed quite drastically from what it was 
when I graduated.

Becky: How so?

James: When Barry says it was a wild and 
woolly time, it really was quite something. 
But I don’t know, I really enjoyed it right 
from the very beginning. I had no teaching 
experience, and I didn’t have anything to 
compare it with. I just thought, “I’m prob-

A Conversation Among Friends
James Rugen ’70 in Founders Chapel.  Photo: John Groo
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ably going to be here until I 
retire,” and it happened.

Louise: We didn’t have the 
connections with the older 
faculty for a little bit. We got 
it gradually and became good 
friends with the Joffrays and 
the Howes.

Barry: My officemate was Dave 
Haller. We got along OK, but 
here’s the thing it took me a 
while to figure out: He wouldn’t 
speak to me until about 10 
o’clock in the morning. So from 
the moment I got in in the 
morning, it was about a two-
hour period when you couldn’t 
talk to him, try as I might.

(laughter)

Becky: In what ways has the 
school changed over the years?

Louise: With the male and 
female roles changing so much, 
during our first years here, I 
had other young female faculty 
members and wives of faculty 
members come to me and say, 
“Just because you’re staying 
home does not mean you need 
to serve the teas and bake for 
the dorm and be sort of this ap-
pendage, this assistant, to your 
husband.”

Barry: Unpaid.

Louise: They said, “There have 
been all kinds of expectations 
of faculty wives up to this 
point, and we’re really trying to 
establish our own self-worth. 
You can volunteer if you want.” 
I was just married and wanted 
to do everything. They cau-
tioned me to not do too much.

Becky: Did you feel any pres-
sure not to do some of the 
things you wanted to do?

Faith Miller in the chapel. 
Photo: John Groo
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Louise: I was careful, yes. It was very inter-
esting times.

James: When I was a student here all the 
teachers were men, and many of the wives 
seemed to be expected to preside at athletic 
teas and bake cookies and do flowers for the 
chapel. I’m sure there was no remuneration 
for any of that.

Barry: No. There wasn’t even much remu-
neration for teaching. I’m pretty sure my 
first salary was under $6,000. It was like 
$5,800 for the year.

James: I made $100 a month as an intern. 
And my first year as a faculty member was 
$6,000. It’s just amazing to contemplate.

Barry: I actually was [recently] having 
this conversation with students, about the 
good old days, and they said, “How was the 
food?” And I said —

(laughter from all)

James: You said, “How much time do you 
have?”

Barry: There were days when it was barely 
edible.

Becky: Was there a chef?

Barry: Yes, Russell Farmer. He knew what 
he was doing. I think that it was just the 
quality of the food that was purchased and 
the budget, that sort of thing.

James: He was a very loved man, Russell 
Farmer. Students loved him. He was a very 
kind man too.

Louise: [Russell] lived on the third floor of 
the dining hall. And when I was pregnant, 
he would always make me a milkshake and 
give it to me because he said that would be 
very good for me.

James: We didn’t have computers when I 
started here. It’s just hard to even imagine 
now. We didn’t have email. If you wanted to 
get a message to your students, you waited 
till the next class and gave the message to 
your students. 

Louise: I had one of the first computers for 
printing purposes, and that was in 1984 or 
thereabouts.

Barry: Certainly the transition of merging  
the two schools and females and males be-
coming fully integrated into the school, that 
was a long process. I remember the first girl 
to be in Geometry Advanced was because 
Kathy Pierson had an advisee who was a 
very good math student and acing regular 
geometry. Kathy asked the male teacher 
who was teaching Geometry Advanced if 
her advisee could be in the class, and he 
said, “Well, I’ll give her a week.” And it 
turned out this girl ended up being his best 
student. But it was that sort of negotiation 
and just absurdities that today you would 
be, like, what? It was a long, hard process. 

Becky: Was it all just steady or were there 
certain leaps, maybe when girls started 
boarding?

Barry: Certainly that. That was 1976, when 

John Ratté came. Sara Pelgrift and maybe 
one or two other girls lived in a house (with 
a faculty family) that first year. Then the 
next year [Mason] opened up for girls. 

Louise: Barry, you were in Ammidon ini-
tially when it was a boys dorm, and then it 
changed to a girls dorm. When was that?

Barry: Late ’70s, early ’80s. I had a T-shirt 
that said “Last of the Ammidonians” on it, 
with a male symbol, when that changed into 
a girls dorm.

James: When you talk about how the 
school has changed, I think that although 
the school has pretty much the values the 
Founders intended, etcetera, I just re-
member a lot more time, simply time to be 
together. I also remember time to just sit in 
the quadrangle on the grass and talk with 
students. It seemed to me that just hap-
pened a lot more. And while faculty have 
always sat together in the dining hall, in 
those days, you would always see faculty 

   “Certainly the transition of merging the  
two schools and females and males becoming 
fully integrated into the school, that was  
a long process.

   ”     — BARRY

Barry and Louise with 
son Kevin in the dining 
hall, 1973. Photo: Loomis 
Chaffee Archives
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sitting with students at the dining hall, 
even at lunch. And there were people who 
had groups that they kind of met with. The 
whole pace seemed much less frantic.

Barry: I’m sure that was the case. And the 
students themselves had more time because 
probably the average course load was 4 1/2 
courses, 4 2/3. I think the school has gotten 
better virtually every year I’ve been here, 
made progress, changed. And I think the 
quality of the students today is so much 
better than it was in the early ’70s, mid ’70s, 
when we really were struggling to fill the 
school with qualified candidates. As the 
students got academically stronger, I think 
the students got more aggressive, and the 
colleges started putting on more pressure, 
saying they were looking for kids who were 
taking full academic loads. So I think it was 
a gradual change. Some of it was exter-
nal from the colleges, and some of it from 
students who were more ambitious perhaps. 
And I think now it’s at its peak. Students 
take more courses than ever now. They fill 
their days completely with academic stuff, 
and I’ve just been bowled over by how in-
credibly busy a lot of our students are with 
senior projects, Gilchrist Fellowships [and 
other pursuits]. 

James: I don’t want to contradict what you 
said earlier, Barry. I do think the school is 
stronger academically, but I also remember 
some very, very brilliant students back then.

Louise: I was just going to say the same 
thing.

Barry: I didn’t mean it in a uniform sense. 
Probably on the average our student body 
is stronger, but we had brilliant students. 
And to sort of underscore what you’re say-
ing, I think the school was in some sense 
more intellectually interesting during those 
days. We did some really interesting stuff in 
terms of academics.

Becky: Like what?

Barry: Jim Wilson’s wilderness course.

Faith: It was a term off campus.

Barry: They went to the White Moun-
tains, and they did all sorts of reading and 

journaling and learning how to live in the 
wilderness in the winter.

Louise: The other thing they did that 
speaks to the academic interests was 
Seminar Days. It was student-initiated, and 
it was sort of a partnership with students 
and faculty. They put a whole day aside — 
maybe a day and a half or something — and 

anybody who had something that they were 
passionate about would offer a seminar. You 
could learn how to do whatever was offered.

Barry: Frank House was a butcher in a 
former life, and so he would teach the kids 
butchering. There were all sorts of interest-
ing things.

Faith: And then some silly things. That’s 
how it fell away.

Barry: It got less academic, like ice cream 
sundae-making.

Faith: The school is so much more diverse 
now. I agree that there were some really 
superstar academic kids. There were, many. 
But I think it’s the level of interest with 
all the international students and all the 
international opportunities that’s just so 
different in a very good way.

James: When I first started here, the inter-
national students were a few Iranians, no 
one from China, no one from Malaysia, no 
one from Indonesia. An English Speaking 
Union student or two. 

Louise: I tutored [international students] in 
English as a second language and just tried 
to help them in every way possible because 
some of them could barely speak English, 
yet they were expected to take courses in 
English.

Becky: ESU but any other European stu-
dents?

James: Occasionally. I remember a student 
from Sweden; we had a few.

Barry: For a while we got a couple of South 
American kids.

James: Venezuelan. But the Asian influence 
was non-existent, hadn’t started.

Becky: What has stayed the same at Loomis 
during your tenure?

Barry: The academic program, the shell of 
the academic program, has stayed pretty 
much the same. The requirements for 
graduation haven’t changed a lot, a little in 
places, but not in major ways.

Faith: There was the addition of an arts 

   “I knew right away  
I would be a lifer. … 
When I joined the 
faculty, many of my 
former teachers were 
my colleagues, and  
I looked at their lives  
and thought they had 
pretty nice lives.

   ”   
—  JAMES

James, circa 1980s  
Photo: Loomis Chaffee 
Archives
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credit if you’re a 4-year student, Writing 
Workshop, Fitness and Wellness.

Barry: Writing Workshop was added when 
I was director of studies.

Faith: There used to be typing classes. 

James: We talk so often about what dis-
tinguishes this school, and we bang our 
heads against the wall trying to figure it, 
but there’s a way that we treat students here 
that I associate back to my earliest days as 
a student. There’s a kind of welcoming ac-
ceptance and we expect good things from 
them. We expect them to behave and to do 
what they’re supposed to do, and there’s 
this attitude that I’m going to believe in you. 
I’m going to trust you unless you give me 
a reason not to. And I think that that still 
pervades the culture here.

Barry: I do too.

James: I like the way we treat students 
here. Sometimes I don’t like the way 
students treat the faculty, but you know, 
that’s one of the hazards of the very open, 
friendly, kind atmosphere that we have 
here, and I don’t think that’s changed at all. 
I can go right back to 1966 and say I felt that 
same way as a scared little freshman talking 
to the teachers then.

Louise: Students are given a say. I think 
that the Student Council has always been 
given more influence than at many other 
schools.

James: I’ve almost never felt in 41 years 
teaching here that I was in an antagonistic 
relationship with a student. Occasionally, 
but very rarely, and it was usually a dor-
mitory issue, not a classroom issue. And I 
think that may be a fairly universal experi-
ence that we have here.

Faith: This is how civilized I think the 
kids are: Really early on, I had a Sound and 
Sense or something class that was up in the 
room that’s maybe the language lab now – 
that’s what used to be the music room. And 
there was a kid who was being very rude in 
my class. And I said to him, “You’re being 
very rude. Go see the dean.” And he got up 
and went to see the dean, and that was it. 
That was the only time I’ve ever had a kid 
be really rude, but he was still civil enough 
so that if the teacher told him, there was 
no argument, he got up, and he went to see 
the dean. Although since we have emails 
and they all, for sure, know our first names, 
have you gotten the emails, “Hey, Mr. Mo-
ran,” “Hey, Mr. Rugen”?

James: All the time.

Faith: “Hey,” kind of like you’re buddies 
with them, and even for me, the queen of 
informality, it’s a little loose.

James: My method of teaching is to be an 
ally. I want to be an ally of yours, and I want 
us to be on the same page. Mostly I can say 
that’s been my experience, and I hope it’s 
been for the students as well. Just hearing 
the citation for Barry the other day, that 
was so beautiful. [Editor’s note: The Student 
Council presented Barry with its Teacher of  
the Year Award in May.] I think it’s what we 
all strive for. We try to be friendly and kind, 
and we want students to come to us with 
problems and if they need help. To me it’s a 
very comfortable and productive learning 
environment because of that. Maybe I’m 
being a bit Pollyannaish. I have had some 
unpleasant moments with students, but re-
ally, so very few and far between.

Faith: Another thing is that support be-
tween kids. We see it in Chamber Music in 
the more accomplished, at the beginning 
of the year, kids acknowledging how much 
growth the baby birds make by the end, and 
there you have freshmen to seniors. And 
at the Recital Samplers, the warm support 
that kids give each other. Yes, it’s a concert 
and you’re supposed to applaud. But I really 
feel it’s warm support.

Barry: I would say with very few excep-

   “The school is so much more diverse now. …  
It’s the level of interest with all the international 
students and all the international opportunities 
that's just so different in a very good way. 

   ”   —  FAITH

Original Island Chamber 
Musicians Faith (left), Martha 
Kayser, and James.  
Photo: Loomis Chaffee Archives
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tions, the same is true about the relation-
ships among faculty as well. I always have 
felt very supported and had great friend-
ships with my colleagues. I think that we 
have a really good faculty, and have had, for 
ages and ages.

James: I count myself as so fortunate to 
have worked with these people for all these 
years, people I admire, people I learn from, 
people who share many of my values. It’s 
just been a real pleasure.

Becky: James, you said you looked at the 
faculty here and thought they’ve got a 
pretty good life. Did that bear itself out in 
your experience?

James: Oh, absolutely, a wonderful life. I 
enjoyed living on campus. It was a lot of 
fun. But even living off campus, I still felt 
the same kind of support. And I like the 
relationships between the older faculty and 
the younger faculty. I’ve gotten to know 
[second-year math teacher] Stephen Sac-
chetti a little bit. I could practically be his 
grandfather, but he has so many interesting 
things to offer, and I’ve learned from him, 
which is fantastic. What a great environ-
ment to be in.

Barry: And I do feel exactly that way too. I 
will say, however, that I now know my sci-
ence and math colleagues better than any-
body else because the other departments 
are now separated in different buildings.

Faith: I was going to say we lost a lot when 
we lost the [faculty lounge in Founders 
Hall] because you’d see people from differ-
ent disciplines, you’d sit down. Some people 
would sit there for a period and just greet 
and talk to everybody who came in. We’re 
missing that. So I wonder if the younger 
faculty have the same kind of feeling of 
connectedness in such a broad way. I’m 
guessing they do with each other. But I 
remember going into the Johnson Room 
and seeing Joe Stookins doing his work job, 
vacuuming. Joe Stookins was an older guy 
in our younger days. You’d go in there and 
you’d see Joe and think, “Oh my god, this 
guy’s got a work job?” But he did it without 
complaint.

Becky: Did you encounter a pecking order 
among faculty? Have you always found your 
colleagues to be open-minded?

Faith: The faculty who I’ve experienced 
here who have not been open-minded, I 
could count them on one hand. If you’re 
working with the kids, and now especially 
with the technology you’ve got to stay 
up with — we are little ants in the anthill 
compared to what the kids are doing with 
technology — but inflexible and not open-
minded faculty members? Those are really 
rare here.

Barry: I remember when I was director of 
studies, I had certain colleagues who were 
about to retire, and we had to find people 
to type their comments for them because 
they didn’t type and that was the first time 
we were requiring typed comments. I said 
to myself, “If I get to that point … ,” and 
I haven’t. I actually used Veracross [the 
student information system] this term. But I 
have to say it was getting harder and harder 
to keep up with technological changes. It 
was work. And I thought, “You know, that’s 
what happens when you get old.”

Faith: You don’t really think of yourself as 
old, do you?

Barry: Here’s what I think: it’s not my abil-
ity to change and use technology and that 
sort of thing that is lacking. I think I can 
do it. I did it. It’s not all that hard. It’s my 
willingness to do it [that is waning], get-
ting used to change, because I’ve done it so 
many darn times.

Faith: I remember — and this has to be a re-
ally long time ago because I was still coach-
ing swimming, so it must have been like 
’85 — and the girls were going to go to New 
England’s so they had to take their math 
exam early. I was proctoring the exam, and 
they came parading in with calculators, 
and I said, “What are you doing with these 
calculators? This is the exam!” 

(laughter)

Barry: And it became not only can you use 
them, but you have to use them. I don’t 
know about you guys, but every spring, 

that’s when I figure out all of the things I’ve 
done wrong all year long and think I’m not 
making those mistakes again next year. And 
what I realized this spring when I started 
my mental list was that I don’t really need 
it for next year. But I was going there, and 
I thought I need a whole new repertoire 
because some of the kids are no longer tak-
ing notes in class, and that’s because they 
can go to Khan Academy and review what 
I’ve just taught in class on a video. More and 
more kids are asking, “Can I take a picture 
of that, rather than write the notes?” And 
they take out their phone. So I need a whole 
new repertoire because some of the things 
I’m doing are so available to them, so I’ve 
got to start asking different questions. The 
flipped classroom — I thought at the begin-
ning that was just another trend. I think 
that’s how the kids are beginning to learn 
now. They’re beginning to learn to go here 
to look at this, go here to look at that. They 
don’t need me necessarily to go through 
every step anymore. It’s a different process.

Louise: That would be a lot of work.

Barry: Yes, but that’s what I was saying 
about getting to a point in your life where 
you think, “I’ve done this a lot of times. I’ve 
had to reinvent myself. I’m wondering if I 
want to do that anymore.” But I did have 
that mental list going about how am I going 
to do that next year?

Faith: Forget it, Barry.

(laughter)

Becky: You all seem excited about your 
retirements. There’s got to be some trepida-
tion, but would you say for the most part, 
you’re excited?

James: I’m delighted, but I’m kind of in a 
special category because I’m going to still 
be doing things here, and I’m so thrilled 
about that. I’ll still be doing some music 
here. I started thinking about that about 
10 years ago. I remember even mention-
ing it to, I think, John Ratté. I said, “I hope 
there’ll be a vehicle by which people who 
have been here a long time can kind of do 
less and less and maybe concentrate more 
and more on the things that they really 
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want to concentrate on.” And that’s what 
I’m going to be doing next year. So I’m 
really looking forward to that. But I’m not 
afraid of retirement. I’m not afraid of free 
time. I know it will fill up, and I’ll find inter-
esting things to do. Looking forward to it.

Becky: How about you, Faith?

Faith: Well, the big thing for me is I’m look-
ing forward to living at home for the first 
time ever. I mean, we’ve had our house in 
New Hampshire since 1990, and I’ve never 
gotten to live at home. I’m going to do a lot 
of playing of music, and I’m going to still 
have my business (Suite Occasions music for 
special events). I’m looking forward to the 
flexibility and living at home.

Becky: How about the Morans?

Louise: The way I think about it is that 
we came here right after graduate school 
and it was a way of life. It wasn’t really a 
job. It was a way of life that had different 
responsibilities at different phases of the 
time that we’ve been here. The way we do 
things, it takes all of your energy, and it fills 
up all the hours. It was an incredible place 
to raise a family, an incredible place to grow 
and learn about communication and digital 
printing and then going on and doing more 
things with the Centennial. But I am really 
so looking forward to discretionary time 
when I can just explore other opportuni-
ties. I’d like to volunteer more. I’d like to be 
able to pursue some of the simple interests I 
have like gardening and painting and read-
ing and writing. And as long as I’m working 
full time, there’s no time to do that. I do 
hope that we stay in touch with the school 
a lot, and I think we will because this is our 
life and this is where we’ve always been. 
This is home for us.

Becky: Barry, do you agree with Louise?

Barry: Oh, sure.

Faith: That’s a good idea.

James: What she says.

(laughter)

Louise: And travel is a huge thing. There is 
just not enough time to travel as far as we 

wish to travel with our vacations now.

Faith: As much I don’t want to be locked 
into a particular recurring everyday job, 
I’m a real schedule person, so I’m going to 
have a schedule. When does the walking get 
done? When does the practicing get done? 
I’m really looking forward to practicing, 
really looking forward to getting back to 
playing. But there’s got to be a schedule for 
that, and it’s going to have to start the day 
after I leave here. I can just see that.

Becky: But you get to set the schedule.

Louise: Exactly.

Faith: Yes, and fill it with the things that we 
want to do. 

Becky: What are you going to miss about 
Loomis?

Louise: The people, the beauty of the place. 
This is an incredibly beautiful place.

Barry: That’s for sure.

Louise: I look out at the Meadows, and it 
just makes me melt.

James: I’ll miss having Faith for an office-
mate right next door.

Faith: It’s true.

James: Lots of discussions and lots of little 
jokes we’ve had. We know each other very 
well, and it’s just been such a pleasure. I’ll 
also miss participating in some of the ritu-
als here. I love Commencement. 

   “It wasn’t really a job. It was a way of life that  
had different responsibilities at different 
phases of the time that we’ve been here.

   ”        
— LOUISE

Barry and Louise on 
Batchelder Road.  
Photo: Walter Rabetz
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Barry: You can come back for 
other Commencements.

James: But I won’t be march-
ing, and I won’t be sitting in 
that place of honor in the front. 
I absolutely love Commence-
ment. I think it’s something we 
do beautifully. It always gets me, 
and it’ll really get me this year.

Louise: I’ll miss the energy of 
the students. They have this 
wonderful enthusiasm. And [I’ll 
miss] the connection to the cur-
rent culture. I think we’ll have to 
work harder to stay current with 
the culture.

James: Oh, yes. That’s the thing 
I feared the most, and that’s 
why I’m so glad I’ll still have a 
little bit of that. I feared losing 
connection with young people. 
Being childless and not having 
grandchildren, the students here 
have been very important to me 
in my life. They fill a need, and 
I’m glad I don’t have to just cut 
that off completely.

Barry: I’ll miss the structure 
of the class day, walking into a 
classroom and knowing what 
I’ll be doing for the next 45 or 80 
minutes; there’s a beginning, a 
middle, and an end throughout 
the day. 

James: I’m going to miss having 
advisees.

Louise: I am too. They’re dear.

James: I’ve had such wonderful 
experiences with advisees. And 
the thrill of being able to have a 
freshman advisee, sophomore, 
all the way through, oh boy, 
that’s really great to see them 
grow up and to have an impor-
tant hand in it.  ©

“A Few Things Have Changed,” 
a collection of Loomis Chaffee 
memories and reflections from 
Louise, Barry, Faith, and James is 
available at www.loomischaffee.
org/magazine.

Barry Moran

Years at Loomis Chaffee: 1972–2015

Roles at the school: Math teacher, head of Mathematics Department, associate director of 
admission, director of studies, teaching mentor, faculty advisor, dormitory affiliate, coach, 
database coordinator, service or leadership on approximately 15 faculty committees 

Of note: Named 2015 Teacher of the Year by the Student Council. Through the years, Barry 
taught many faculty children, including Cindy Howe ’74, Sarah Spencer Strickland ’74, Mar-
shall Joffray ’75, Hilary Meyers ’75, Mary ’88 and Carolyn ’89 Venable, Jill Vernon ’89, Hank 
Eaton ’81, Adam Williams ’92, Sarah Baxter ’01, Grace Denny ’13, Will Parsons ’15, junior 
Emily Esposito and at least two students who are now faculty members, Jeffrey Scanlon ’79 
and Scott MacClintic ’82 .

Louise Moran

Years at Loomis Chaffee: 1972–1983 resident faculty spouse, 1983–2015 faculty member

Roles at the school: Director of communications, magazine editor, director of Centennial & 
advancement operations, faculty advisor, dormitory affiliate, assistant secretary to the Board 
of Trustees, member of the Head of School Search Committee in 2007

Family: Louise and Barry raised their four children on campus: Kevin ’90, Heather ’92, Mi-
chael ’95, and Kelly ’00. 

Of note: Grew a collaboration of two part-time positions in 1983 into a centralized, inde-
pendent Communications Office with a staff of eight by 2012. Louise helped usher the school 
through an era of rapidly changing communications, with the advent of the personal com-
puter, desktop publishing, full-color publication, email, digital photography, the world wide 
web, and social media. 

Faith Miller

Years at Loomis Chaffee: 1975–76 intern, 1976–2015 full faculty

Roles at the school: Music teacher, head of Music Department, director of Orchestra and 
Chamber Music Ensemble, founder and member of Island Chamber Musicians, dorm resident 
faculty, faculty advisor, coach, an organizer of five all-school interdisciplinary projects

Of note: A professional violinist and violist, Faith has performed with a chamber group at 
Commencements and many other school events through the years.

  

James Rugen ’70

Years at Loomis Chaffee:  1966–70 student, 1974–75 intern, 1975–2015 full faculty

Roles at the school:: English teacher; music teacher, including Chamber Music, Concert 
Choir, Chamber Singers; faculty advisor; dorm resident faculty; director of public relations; 
associate director of communications; “czar” of weekend duties; advisor to academic quiz 
bowl team; member of Island Chamber Musicians; collaborator (with fellow faculty member 
Timothy Lawrence) on the lyrics to “The Loomis Chaffee Hymn” and the school’s Centennial 
song, “Where Rivers Rise and Fall”

Of note: Received Distinguished Teacher Commendation for the White House Commission 
on Presidential Scholars in 1991 after his former student, Adam Doctoroff ’91, was named a 
Presidential Scholar and selected James as his influential teacher.  
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Editors note: With the advent of Loomis Chaffee's Centennial, 
we sought out three of the school's alumni who are about the same 
age as the school itself, and asked for their perspectives on the last 
century and their memories of the school back in their day.

Miriam “Mims” Brooks Butterworth ’36

Mims was born on April 14, 1918, and lived on Park 
Avenue in Windsor when she enrolled at The Chaffee 
School. She usually walked or rode her bike to school, 
often joining with schoolmates along the way who 

took the train from other towns. A year young for her grade, Mims 
says she didn’t apply herself to her studies during her first year at 
Chaffee, and she repeated her freshman year. The second chance 
was not lost on Mims, who took her studies much more seriously 
and went on to attend Connecticut College, where she graduated 
Phi Beta Kappa in 1940 with a degree in German. She earned a 
master’s degree from Wesleyan in 1959. Mims taught history for 10 
years, including eight years (1961–69) at Chaffee. She later served as 
commissioner of the Connecticut Public Utilities Control Authority 
and was president of Hartford College for Women in 1979–80. She 
and her husband, educator and award-winning author Oliver But-
terworth, had three children. Their sons Michael and Tim gradu-
ated from Loomis in 1959 and 1962, respectively, and their daughter, 
Kate Butterworth De Valdez, graduated from Chaffee in 1967. A 
peace and social justice activist for much of her adult life, Mims 
has been a member and organizer of many local, state, and national A recent photo of Mims at home. Photo: Becky Purdy

Chaffee Athletic Council, 1935. 
Mims (third from right) was 
president.  
Photo: 1935 Epilogue
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efforts. She vocally opposed 
the Vietman War, witnessed 
the police violence of the 1968 
Democratic National Conven-
tion in Chicago, attended the 
1971 Paris Peace Talks as a 
member of the People's Delega-
tion, helped organize the Con-
necticut Freeze Movement to 
stop the nuclear arms race, was 
an official observer of Nicara-
gua's first elections under the 
Sandanista government in 1984, 
and made several subsequent 
trips to Central America to 
report on conditions there. She 
served on the West Hartford 
Town Council in the 1980s. 
Mims, who lives in Bloomfield, 
stays in touch with the school, 
classmates, and other alumni, 
and she is a frequent participant 
in the Chaffee Book Club on the 
Island.

Memories of Chaffee

It was cozy. There were 14 kids 
in my class, so we became really 
good friends. We got to know 
each other’s parents too. And I 
must say, when I was teaching, 
one of the big advantages of a 
day student place was that they 
went home and lived and heard 
at the table at night at dinner 
about things that were happen-
ing. They brought a new view 
back, and that was very helpful. 

I was a good basketball player, 
but the rules in those days were 
that women could only dribble 
once, and you were on sides and 
you couldn’t go over the line: 
women’s rules, girls’ rules. On 
weekends I played with some 
friends, and we played boys’ 
rules. When I went to Kent 
[where her husband taught for 
the early years of their mar-
riage], I discovered that there 
was a girls team in town. I was 
lonely because they were all 
men at Kent, and I had just been 
surrounded by friends. But I 
found this girls team, and the 
captain was “Dirty Gerty.” I 
was the only married woman on 
the team. We played boys’ rules. 

Memorable faculty 
members

The head of the school at that 
time was Mrs. Cloud. She was 
there five years, through all the 
time that Ella Tambussi was 
there and all the time that I 
was there. In fact, I’m the only 
girl who took five years to get 
through Chaffee, and [she’s the 
reason I got to stay.] I didn’t 
know it until later. Her argu-
ments were that they hadn’t 
done right by me. And I believe 
that it was Mrs. Cloud who 
helped Ella, encouraged her to 
go to Mount Holyoke. (Editor's 
Note: Ella Tambussi Grasso ’36 
later became the first woman 
elected governor of Connecticut.) 
Mr. Cloud taught at Loomis and 
Mrs. Cloud was at Chaffee, and 
they left at the same time for 
different parts of the Atlantic 
Monthly. Mr. Cloud became my 
husband’s editor some years 
later.

Impact of the merger of 
Loomis and Chaffee and 
the return to coeducation

For some people there were 
advantages of single sex. I had a 
brother and a lot of boyfriends 
around. That was part of my 
problem when I flunked out 
because we did a lot of dancing 
and playing. I went on to Con-
necticut College, which was for 
women only at the time. Every 
office was, of course, filled by 
a woman. The presidents of 
classes were all women, and I 
kind of began to feel that we 
were running the place. So we 
knew that women could do a 
very good job at teaching. We 
knew they were good at sports 
and dance. I had very good 
girlfriends, which I’d always 
wanted anyway. And since I had 
someone [her future husband, 
Oliver Butterworth] that I loved 
already, that was fine with 
me. But for people who didn’t 
have brothers or neighborhood 
friends, coed schools probably 
were important.

Changes in the world in 
her lifetime

Women have changed, defi-
nitely. The feminist movement 
was important, and younger 
women these days don’t know 
that [importance] very much. 
I was born two years before 
women had the vote. Think of 
that: They couldn’t vote. 

At the time there also was a lack 
of encouragement for women 
to get an education. And there 
was the idea of being careful of 
women’s minds and bodies so 
they could be good reproduc-
ers. Also, when I was married, 
I paid all the bills, but when I 
went to get credit, I had to have 
my husband or my brother or 
my father sign for me.

On the other hand, it was a little 
simplified. In a sense, it was 
easier making decisions because 
you didn’t have all the choices. 
If I had not gotten married, 
I thought it would have been 
fun to be a foreign correspon-
dent. But I was so in love, there 
was no real competition there. 
Now, you don’t have to make 
that decision. You can do both. 
And so could I in the long run 
because my husband was so 
encouraging. I was able to be 
with my family, bringing them 
up, understanding what that 
was all about. And then later on 
I did have a career too. And the 
nature of jobs has changed so 
that women can do computer 
work [and math-related work] 
as well as men.

What hasn’t changed in the 
world in her lifetime?

People are still struggling 
with civil rights. I was part 
of starting a protest, a vigil. 
Every Saturday around noon for 
about an hour in West Hartford 
center, we protested against 
the Vietnam War and against 
the nuclear arms race and the 
Iraq War. That [kind of protest-
ing] still goes on. You never can 
say, “We’re done with that.” 
Democracy can be so helpful in 
people’s lives that it’s an impor-
tant priority. 

Advice for today’s 70-year-
olds about approaching the 
rest of their lives

Just say yes. They’ll experience 
all sorts of things. With caution: 
If you want to live long and hap-
pily, you don’t want to make ter-
rible personal decisions, but for 
any other opportunities, keep 
your curiosity alive. And enjoy 
it. I’ve had some wonderful fun, 
joining with other people, car-
ing very desperately about is-
sues but knowing that you have 
friends who also care and that 
you can do fun things to achieve 
what you’re looking for. I still 
meet with my Freeze friends 
about every six weeks, and 
we still are very interested in 
what’s happening, but we also 
know when things are funny. 
Enjoy life as you go along.  

Mims (holding ball) with her Greyhound basketball team junior year. Photo: 1935 Epilogue
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Frederick L. Graham ’33

Born on July 20, 1915, in Bayshore, Long Island, Fred at-
tended Loomis for five years, followed by Princeton Uni-
versity and the Sorbonne in Paris. He had a distinguished 
career in the U.S. Army, rising to the rank of lieutenant 

colonel, and a successful career as a businessman. Fred also rode 
and bred horses, and only a near-fatal car accident in 2004 curtailed 
his horse riding when he was 89. He was an active member of the 
Society of the Cincinnati, headquartered in Washington, D.C., and 
known for its library, museum, and educational programs focus-
ing on the American Revolution and the founding of the United 
States. Fred remembered Loomis during his student years as a strict 
school, and he lost touch with the school for many years after his 
graduation. In the 1990s, however, he reconnected with Loomis 
and, through visits and correspondence with community members, 
he discovered today’s school, which he embraced for its curriculum, 
students, faculty, and intellectual vibrancy. Fred remained in close 
contact with Loomis until his death this spring at the age of 99. (See 
In Memoriam, page 66.) Just a few months before he died, he was 
interviewed for the magazine by Chief Philanthropic Officer Timo-
thy Struthers ’85. His reflections were compiled from that interview 
and several stories he shared with the school last fall via email.

Fred at home, 2015. Photo: Timothy Struthers ’85

The 1933 cast of Every Man. Fred is 
in the back row on the right.  
Photo: Loomis Chaffee Archives
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Choosing Loomis

My father was a lawyer. He had 
a client, Mrs. Jackson, [who] was 
very interested in the school and 
talked to my father about it. My 
father was delighted because 
it was an entirely [tuition-free] 
school. It was during the early 
1930s, so we were right smack in 
the Depression. My father went 
and met Mr. Batchelder, and of 
course Mr. Batchelder wasn’t 
even thinking of not letting my 
brother and me go there because 
he was close to Mrs. Jackson. So 
that’s why we went. My brother 
was three years older, and he 
didn’t finish at Loomis. 

Memories of the school

For its era it was a very good 
school. The thing I had against 
it, which is probably the era, was 
the strictness of the school. We 
were subject to the arbitrary 
decisions of the teachers and 
especially Mr. Batchelder. I just 
didn’t like it. My nature is very 
independent. … It was a school 
which was a reflection of the 
personality of Mr. Batchelder, 
who was a very definite, deter-
mined person. He was Loomis.

I lived on the first floor of Batch-
elder, and one morning about 2 
a.m., I was awakened by mooing 
cows. I went to my window and 
saw students leading our Loomis 
farm cows near the Senior Path. 
My friends had not advised me of 
this example of a “low-key pro-
test.” It must be remembered we 
were allowed only one weekend 
a term to go off campus, too little 
to keep the average student from 
getting restless. It took me only 
minutes to put on some clothes 
and join the others.

In those days, the beautiful elm 
trees still lined the Senior Path. 
We duly attached a cow to each 
tree. … We dispersed and had not 
been caught, or so we thought. 
One of the house masters had 
been watching us from his dor-
mitory apartment. He, wisely, 
decided to take down names and 
not intervene. As it was a partic-
ularly dark night, he did not see 
us all, including me. As cows will 
be cows, one can imagine the 

floppy mess found by the school 
staff in the morning. Those 
whose names had been noted 
the night before were cordially 
invited to clean up the mess. No 
other miscreants volunteered. 
… The operation had definitely 
reached its goal, if there was a 
clear one, which is dubious.

Memorable faculty 
members

Mr. [George] Savage was not a 
popular man. He was a severe 
person who believed in strict 
application of the rules. On the 
other hand, he was known and 
respected for his competence as 
a chemistry and physics teacher 
and his interest in school sports 
and other activities. The judg-
ment of him by the students was 
unjustified. They had never seen 
his compassionate character. 
With me, it was quite different.

In my junior year, I was behind 
in my studies [and] did not seem 
motivated to catch up. Mr. Sav-
age was the housemaster, and 
one day he came to me and said, 
“Frederick, you know you are 
behind in your studies, and some 
of your teachers fear you will 
not get through this year, and 
especially next year and your 
college boards. This would be 
a great disappointment to me. 
Therefore, at the end of each 
day after athletics and during 
study period, I want you to use 
my office to do your homework. 
If you need help, just tell me.” 
… I probably had ADD. That 
was not recognized then, but 
he recognized it and said, “You 
know, Frederick, you are eas-
ily distracted: Here in the office 
there are no distractions.”

For the remainder of the junior 
year and during my senior year, 
Mr. Savage’s office was available. 
I used it less and less as I was 
learning to concentrate. I was, at 
the end of 1932, promoted to se-
nior. I passed my college boards 
but one: French. He was wonder-
ful to me. And his wife Esther 
was a very sweet person. 

Once the news of my failure 
[of the French boards] came 
in, which meant I would not 

be accepted at Princeton, Mr. 
Batchelder wrote a letter … that 
praised me highly as a person 
and requested Princeton to allow 
me to retake the exam in the 
fall. Princeton agreed. I passed, 
and I was admitted.          

Were it not for George Savage, 
… were it not for Mr. Batchelder, 
heaven only knows what my 
future might have been. These 
two educators went beyond their 
calling. For me they represented 
the keen interest of Loomis and 
its devotion to the interests of 
each student. As I look back, I 
am deeply grateful.

Changes at the school 

In 1933, the year of my gradu-
ation, Loomis was a school 
of strict discipline in the old 
boarding school style. Today it 
is a center of intellectual excel-
lence with top facilities, teach-
ers, administrators, and thinking 
students. With a broad curricu-
lum supported by an exceptional 
plant, the students profit from 
an atmosphere that has made 
17-year-olds of my era men and 
women of 20 or more years with 
a large baggage of knowledge 
and intellectual maturity. And 
of course Chaffee is part of the 
school now. 

We were really very naïve 
compared to what they are 
today, and we had limited stud-
ies. Our studies were Latin and 
Greek, math, and the very basics 
whereas today they’re study-
ing psychology and various 
other much more intellectual 
studies than we had. We didn’t 
have any philosophy courses or 
anything like that. In those days 
the boarding school of the East 
prepared you for college and the 
college board exams. You had to 
know math and language and 
physics and chemistry, and that 
was it. There was nothing that 
said, be curious. 

The school is remarkable today. 
It’s a bigger school. It has more 
facilities. But what is most 
impressing is the attitude of the 
students and the curriculum as it 
is today. … They are making the 
students aware. It’s an environ-

ment today of ideas. We didn’t 
have any ideas. We went to class. 
We went to school. We went to 
sports. We got to cheer for our 
team. That was about it.

Lasting Loomis qualities

The qualities of that time, I 
think, still exist — the good 
things, I mean. Batchelder did a 
lot of good things. He set a high 
standard of personal conduct, 
high standard of studies. He 
wanted Loomis to be known 
among the best universities as 
a good school, and he made it 
so. The school was a beautiful 
school from the beginning. The 
original concepts of the quad-
rangle were very well done. 

The world in his lifetime 

It’s been a pretty exciting cen-
tury. The explosion of technol-
ogy changed the outlook of 
people generally and made new 
fortunes. It also changed the way 
people do things. The opening of 
the doors to knowledge is one of 
the great things that happened. 
Everyone, from all walks of life, 
could gain knowledge, whether 
you were a Rockefeller or you 
were the poor man’s boy. 

In my era, the responsibility of 
the individual to society — that 
was something of a rarity. People 
did not feel any responsibility 
to others less fortunate. If you 
were in the wealthy class, you 
were in the wealthy class. And 
the other people were just other 
people. In the ’30s our world, 
which included Loomis, was 
an Anglo-Saxon world, and we 
were very prejudiced. We were 
anti-Semitic. We were anti-Irish, 
anti-Catholic. Today at Loomis 
you’re teaching the students to 
think about all of the various fac-
ets of society and all the different 
peoples who make up American 
society, which means not only 
different races and different 
ethnicities but also very differ-
ent approaches. … The fact that 
a school like Loomis is telling 
the students to think about not 
only their own selves, but their 
responsibility to society — that is 
something we never thought of.   
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F rederick “Fritz” Gleason ’35 was born on October 23, 1915, 
and grew up in Vermont. He attended Loomis for three 
years and went on to Yale. In his career and his family life, 
he was in many ways an inventor. In his work for a num-

ber of companies, including American Home Products, he obtained 
40 patents for ingenious solutions to manufacturing problems. He 
invented a machine, for instance, that automated valve sorting for 
assembling aerosol cans. His children tell stories of the contraptions 
their dad made when they were kids to entertain them, including a 
tricycle-wagon-cart “train” that they would ride together down a 
ramp into their basement. Fritz and his wife, Mary, had four sons 
and a daughter. All four sons went to Loomis: Frederick ’67, Wilder 
’68, James ’70, and John ’75. Fritz feels Loomis was a transformative 
experience and gave him a chance to shine, and he was proud when 
his sons attended his alma mater. Fritz and Mary traveled from 
their home in Wilton, Conn., to Loomis for almost every home game 
their sons played for the Pelicans. Fritz now lives in Mystic, Con-
necticut, and at age 99, still rarely misses a Loomis Chaffee Reunion. 
“Reunion is kind of the highlight of the year for him,” says his son 
Wilder. 

Frederick “Fritz” Gleason ’35

Fritz, 2015. Photo: Mitch Linker

1935 Loomis track team. Photo: 1935 Loomiscellany
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Choosing Loomis

Fritz went to public schools 
in Vermont until he and his 
parents considered boarding 
schools, Deerfield and Loomis. 
He chose Loomis and enrolled 
in the 10th grade. 

Memories of the school

Fritz has loved the school since 
his first days as a student. He 
lived in Taylor and Warham 

halls, played varsity football and 
hockey, ran track, served on the 
Student Council, was president 
of the Ludlow intramural club, 
and was vice president of the 
Darwin Club. He also contrib-
uted to The Log. His classmates 
voted him Most Generous, ac-
cording to his yearbook.

“Academics was never Dad’s 
focus, but I think he got a 
good grounding in the school,” 

Wilder says. Having grown up 
in Vermont with farm animals, 
he also was well-suited for and 
enjoyed the working farm that 
Loomis operated during his era. 

Fritz says he never got into 
serious trouble at the school, 
but he did have a mischievous 
side. He recounts shooting 
water balloons from a sling shot 
from his dorm. “He’s always 
been a prankster and a guy who 
plays practical jokes on people,” 
Wilder says.

Memorable faculty 
members

Fritz most frequently mentions 
faculty members Hull Maynard 
and Frank Grubbs when he 
reminisces about adults on the 
Island from his school days. He 
also remembers Mr. Batchelder, 
whom he describes as strict. 

Changes in the world  
in his lifetime

Innovations that have most cap-
tivated Fritz during his near-
century of life are the changes 
in transportation and the advent 

of the Internet. 

When he was a boy in Vermont, 
horses provided the primary 
way of getting around, and he 
is fascinated by the changes in 
modes of transport over the last 
century.

The Internet fed Fritz’s inven-
tor’s mind, which still churns 
out ideas.“He is 99 years old, 
and he was actively on the In-
ternet up until about two years 
ago,” Wilder marvels. Fritz 
searched the web frequently for 
information and ideas. He pored 
over the MIT and California In-
stitute of Technology websites. 
He developed ideas for solving 
global warming and the energy 
crisis, including detailed plans 
for installing tiny wind genera-
tors on the tops of telephone 
poles. “He has huge faith in hu-
man ingenuity,” Wilder says.  ©

Fritz (front row, second from right) and fellow members of the 1935 Loomis Student Endowment Fund. Photo: 1935 Loomiscellany

Fritz's Loomis varsity hockey team in 1934–35. Photo: 1935 yearbook
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OBJECT LESSONS  |   BY KAREN PARSONS

“IT’S easy, Mom,” my 
12-year-old daughter 
said. “Are there memo-

ries in that quilt? Just write 
about the memories.”

In a year of bringing the 
school’s history alive, a year of 
memory-making celebrations, 
and a year in which the all-
school theme was, quite appro-
priately, the topic of memory, 
she couldn’t have stated the 
obvious more clearly. 

Memories. Of course. It’s about 
the memories.

But whose memories? 

Do they belong to Sheilah Zie-
linski, parent of a junior and the 
visionary artist and quilt maker 
who designed Loomis Chaffee’s 
Centennial Quilt, sourced all 
the materials (in school colors, 
no less), and organized a global 
team of parents and students 
who sewed the fabric kits she 
created for each square? Or 
perhaps the quilt represents the 
memories of parents and stu-
dents who contributed time and 
talent to the effort. Sheilah in-
cluded a panel with their names 
on the quilt’s backing. They will 
be remembered, perhaps at the 
school’s sesquicentennial in 
2064. 

Or maybe some of those memo-
ries reside with the girls in 
Richmond Hall, the first group 
to live in the newest dormi-
tory on campus, the dormitory 
dedicated on September 20, 
2014, the day of our Centennial       
Celebration. A photo of Rich-
mond Hall appears on the quilt. 

Other photos on the quilt evoke 
memories too. There’s a photo 
of Mason and Taylor halls and 

the William H. Loomis Dining 
Hall, the only three buildings 
on the quadrangle when the 
school opened in 1914. Walter 
Wood ’18 kept a scrapbook in 
which he inserted photos and 
letters and other ephemera 
from living in Mason Hall, 
raising chickens as part of his 
agriculture course, and being 
one of the pioneering students 
at the school. His scrapbook 
brings us closer to the memories 
of students such as Walter who 
are no longer here to share their 
stories.

And there are the pelicans, 
exactly 100 on the quilt. The 
noble vulning bird taken from 
the Loomis family coat-of-arms 
to be the school’s mascot has 
changed its look over time. 
Some will remember a brown 
bird mascot making appear-

ances at basketball games in the 
1980s. Today’s Pelican makes its 
cheerful appearance wearing a 
maroon Loomis Chaffee jersey 
over its bright white feathers. 
Pelicans can mean different 
things to different people. Just 
ask Chaffee graduates who 
gathered in March 2014 for a 
Centennial event. They sang, 
from memory, the Pelican 
team song evoking The Chaffee 
School’s vibrant Pelican-Grey-
hound rivalry. That song brings 
back memories for them.

The five Founders — Abby, 
James, Hezekiah, John, and Os-
bert Loomis: Their images are 
central elements of the quilt’s 
design. Osbert painted portraits 
of his siblings, probably in the 
1870s, and a self-portrait too. 
We scanned photographs of 
these paintings, and Sheilah 

printed them on fabric. Tech-
nology plays an important role 
in helping us remember these 
remarkable people from a dif-
ferent century. 

The Centennial Quilt stands as 
a work of art, a visual record 
of this moment in the school’s 
history, blending fabric shapes 
in maroon, gray, and ivory 
with new and old images and 
the logo made just for the 
Centennial. As both a reposi-
tory of memory and a maker of 
memory, the quilt is harder to 
describe, but just as beautiful to 
behold. ©

Karen Parsons is archivist and 
teaches history.

OBJECT LESSONS  |   BY KAREN PARSONS

The Thread that Runs Through Memories 

The Centennial Quilt. Photo: Patricia Cousins



     loomischaffee.org    |   57

Here is a key to the images on the Centennial Quilt: 1) Osbert Loomis; 2) Hezekiah Loomis; 3) Abigail 
Sarah Loomis; 4) James Chaffee Loomis; 5) John Mason Loomis; 6) Chaffee House; 7) Loomis Homestead; 
8) south end of original campus; 9) Island flood of 1984; 10) William H. Loomis Dining Hall, 1930; 11) 
Richmond Hall, 2014; 12) saddle shoes of Chaffee graduates, 1961; 13) dining hall on a winter’s night, 2013; 
14) musical trio; 15) Centennial logo; 16) Chaffee spirit, Class of 1950; 17) Founders Hall, 2013; 18) Founders 
Hall and the Head’s Garden, 1917; 19) Loomis Dining Hall, 2014; 20) Founders Chapel, 1917; 21) view from 
the Meadows, 2013.
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1943
The Rev. Winthrop Nelson 
Jr. writes: “On March 25, 2015, 
Lynn and I celebrated our 
65th wedding anniversary!” 
Reverend Nelson is also happy 
to share that on May 25, he cel-
ebrated his 90th birthday. 

“All is well here at North Hill 
in Needham, Massachusetts,” 
reports Jean Rowland Haffen-
reffer. When she is not in Need-
ham, Jean enjoys spending time 
in Sanibel, Fla., and Nantucket, 
Mass. “So don’t feel sorry for 
Jean,” she assures.

1944
Edith-Ann Bell Garneau 
writes: “The class is shrinking, 
and those of us left are no doubt 
dealing with the trials of ad-
vanced age. Personally, I recall 
with smiles the halcyon days at 
Chaffee and Mrs. Sellers’ guid-
ing hand.”

“Whew,” writes Richard Kline. 
“Hope Cutler Hall turns out as 
pretty as the architects’ sketch! 
What beauty indeed!”

1946
Philip Tedesco would love to 
hear from others in his class. He 

moved from New England to 
Palm Springs, Fla., in 1985, and 
he has since been enjoying the 
sunny weather. He reports: “It 
never snows here!”

All is well for Bruce E. Bidwell. 
He and his wife, Robin, recently 
attended his 65th Reunion at 
Harvard University. 

1947
Van Parker published his sec-
ond book of poetry, Connected, 
in 2014. 

1948
“At last!” writes Patricia Beach 
Thompson as she announces 

her plans of moving into her 
"re-renovated" house after 
initial plans were postponed 
last winter due to an unfortu-
nate fire. Before moving, she 
and her husband, Calvin, will 
celebrate the weddings of their 
two grandsons, who are chil-
dren of her daughters Melissa 
T. Fischer ’78 and Jennifer A. 
Thompson ’80. Patricia also 
reports that she remains busy 
with her work with the Herb 
Society of America, gardening, 
and the “monumental task of 
packing up 37 years of ‘stuff’ — 
or giving it away.” 

1949
Peter Cascio was unable to 
attend this year’s reunion. He 
jokes, “So that should save you 
a couple hundred dollars at the 
shrimp table under the tent 
Friday night.”

1951
Joe Uricchio is still working in 
forensic orthopedics. He contin-
ues to enjoy time with his wife, 
four children, and seven grand-
children. Joe writes: “I have 
written an action, adventure, 
love story novel called Burnout. 
Check it out on Amazon for 
good reviews.” 

1952
News from Fred Flatow: “I 
retired from medical practice 
(oncology) in June 1991 and be-
gan a new career in hospice and 
palliative medicine. I accepted 
a position at the Connecticut 
Hospice in Branford and served 
as medical director in the 1990s. 
I continue now as a staff physi-
cian providing patient care and 
teaching medical students. It 
continues to be a very reward-
ing life experience.”

ALUMNI NEWS  |   EDITED BY MADISON NEAL  

At the May 6 gathering of the Chaffee Book Club, Karen Parsons, history teacher, archivist, and Centennial 
co-chair, led discussion of Tracy Chevalier’s The Last Runaway. Participants discussed the role of quilts in 
Chevalier’s narrative and the ways that making and keeping quilts help to create history and preserve memo-
ries. The Loomis Chaffee Centennial Quilt, crafted by current parent Sheilah Zielinski and others through the 
Loomis Chaffee Parents Association, was on display for the evening. Attendees were: (front) Mims Brooks 
Butterworth ’36, Evie Smith ’50, Sally Hoskins O’Brien ’55, and Flo Ransom Schroeter ’71; and (back) Beverly 
Hughes, Lynn Hayden Wadhams ’61, Anne Schneider McNulty ’72, Betty Collins ’72, Karen, Sue Fisher Shepard 
’62, Kate Butterworth de Valdez ’67, Becca Huston ’67, and Peggy Hansen Sparrow ’50.

CHAFFEE BOOK  CLUB
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1953
Richard Crutchfield reports: “After 30 years of Spanish teaching 
(thanks to former faculty members Joe Stookins and Bill D’Antonio), 
I now live in Asheville, N.C., where I can follow my other bliss: 
teaching and doing research in dowsing earth energies and sacred 
sites. My son John, 43, an actor, poet, and playwright, is married, 
living, and teaching in Berlin. My daughter Lilian, 41, a former Eng-
lish teacher, is married and living here in Asheville, where she is a 
counselor for the school system. Many regards for my old friends at 
Loomis. Those were the days!”

1955
Lee H. Ellison offers this update on his life after Loomis: He re-
ceived his bachelor of fine arts degree from the College of William 
& Mary, where he concentrated in sculpture, studying under Carl 
Rosenberg. He went on to medical school in Boston followed by two 
years as a Peace Corps physician in Malawi. Lee spent the bulk of 
his professional career as a cardiac surgeon, specializing in chil-
dren’s heart surgery. Lee credits his understanding of anatomy and 
sculpture to be of paramount importance in sculpting both human 
and animal forms. Lee had the opportunity to live abroad with his 
wife for a number of years, and since his return to the United States 
in 2008, he has been actively involved at the Guilford Art Center, 
where he has worked with Darrell Petit, working extensively in 
Stony Creek granite. He is an Elected Artist of the Lyme Art Asso-
ciation, in Old Lyme, Conn. Lee resides in Durham, Conn. 

Julia “Judy” Munn continues to enjoy playing her piano and 
painting. She paints using oils; however, more recently Judy started 
exploring her skills with pastels. She also spends time playing ten-
nis, swimming, playing indoor bocce ball, and walking nature trails. 
Judy describes her friends as an “interesting and varied group of 
people.” In the past year, Judy has frequented the Harvard Univer-
sity campus, local museums, and the Tower Hill Botanical Garden 
in Boylston, Mass. She recently saw Nina Perkins Chapple and her 
husband for a weekend get-together in upstate New York. 

1957
George Schneller IV reports: “My lovely Kaci is recovering from 
some extensive back surgery and is already much better.” George 
continues to enjoy his part-time teaching role at Rider University in 
the Math Department. “My calendar is always full. I’m happy and 
feeling very, very lucky.”

1958
C. H. “Ty” Welles recently completed a marble-sculpting project 
depicting the Stations of the Cross. The series of 14 relief sculptures 
was installed in his church, the St. Peter’s Episcopal Church in 
Tunkhannock, Pa. 

Randy Naylor writes of his appreciation for the education he 
received at Loomis. He notes, “I made it into Princeton.” He wished 
the school good luck in the Annual Fund challenge. 

1959
It's been 11 years since he retired, and Fred McGehan continues to 
enjoy his passions of golf, softball, and the Colorado Rockies. He is 
the proud grandfather of seven, two of whom live in Mexico. Fred 
reports that he is “most thankful for good health.”  

1960
“It’s all good,” writes Marshall Hoke. “Any Loomis/Chaffees in 

our area are welcome to stay and visit — near Edson, Alberta (that’s 
Canada).”

Barry O’Neal spent time with his daughter Megan and grand-
daughter Kayleigh, 7, in New York City. “We went to the Museum of 
Natural History. What fun! We also checked out some of the many 
playgrounds in Central Park.” 

Frank McGuire and wife Nancy recently returned from a month 
in France, where they stayed with friends in Languedoc, Paris, the 

Can you believe it? 
With your help, the Loomis Chaffee 
community marked the school’s Centennial 
with an unprecedented demonstration of 
support. Not only did alumni participation 
reach an all-time high of 49 percent, but 
the Annual Fund soared to $4,133,236. 
These funds enable the school to provide an 
exceptional experience to today’s Pelicans.

But wait! There’s more.

The MacLean family was so moved by the 
generous outpouring of support from 4,854 
alumni that they happily fulfilled their  
$1 million participation challenge gift. Thank 
you for partnering with us as we look forward 
to the promise of the next 100 years!

Thank You!

2014–15 Annual Fund    
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Vendee district, and Rouen. 
He writes, “ I finally saw the 
memorial to my heroine, Jeanne 
d’Arc, a spiritual place.”

1963
“At long last!” writes Linda 
Leonard Fowler. “The book I 
have been working on for the 
past eight years is in print. The 
title is Watchdogs on the Hill: 
The Decline of Congressional 
Oversight of U.S. Foreign Rela-
tions.”

Thomas E. Engel reports: “I 
have recommenced Engel & 
McCarney LLP, and we are 
open for business on West 57th 
street in Manhattan, directly 
between Carnegie Hall and The 
Russian Tea Room. The practice 
of law has never been more 
fun!”

1964
Hollis Huston is chaplain for 
Hospice Care in New York City. 

1965
Although Alex Zautra was 
unable to attend this year’s 
Reunion Weekend, he wanted 
to say “hello” to his classmates 
celebrating their 50th Reunion. 
“Those pictures of us all, com-
piled by Lisa and Katherine, 
really touched my heart,” he 
writes. For the past 40 years, 
Alex has been living in Arizona, 
where he teaches and conducts 
research in the psychological 
sciences at Arizona State Uni-
versity in Tempe, which he 
notes is a “light rail ride from 
classmate Ed Shortliffe’s 
workplace.” Alex and his wife 
frequent the beaches in Puerto 
Penasco, Mexico, and run a 
nonprofit dedicated to provid-
ing online courses designed 
“to enhance social intelligence 
thought and action within 
people, and humanize social 
reactions across organizations 
and communities."

1966
The Nearly Calamitous Taming 
of PZ: A Laboratory Dog’s Search 
for Love, by Martha Ritter, 
is a finalist for the 2015–16 
Massachusetts Children’s 

Book Award. Fourth-, fifth-, 
and sixth-graders will have a 
chance to read the book and 
vote on it next winter. Martha 
writes: “It’s officially become 
a ‘crossover’ book, being read 
by adults, too. It’s layered, even 
funny. A mute, nameless labora-
tory dog, who knows nothing 
of the world; and a solitary girl 
craving comfort that the dog 
cannot supply, against all odds, 
find the courage to trust and 
love each other after many ad-
ventures. You can go to Amazon 
for more info.” 

1967
Debbie Farrell Mathis writes: 
“Even though the Napa earth-
quake turned us upside down, 
we had an aftershock-free visit 
in September 2014 from Ruth 
Klarman, Pam Michell, Jane 
Torrey, and briefly Jodie 
Torrey Hodges ’64. Our time 
together included a private 
wine tutorial with the Valley’s 
venerable George Hendry, a 
cooking demo at the CIA’s St. 
Helena campus, and thoughts of 
our 50th. Save the date!”

Steve Douglas is now living on 
the lake in Lunenburg, Mass. 
He reports that he spends most 
of his time “chilling on the pon-
toon boat, working for the U.S. 
Army Natick Labs, and help-
ing small businesses transition 
their research and development 
projects.” 

1969
“Not yet ready to retire,” writes 
Franci Vinal Farnsworth. 
“Still working at Middlebury 
College — same job (supporting 
faculty grantseeking), new title 
(associate director of grants and 
sponsored programs). My boss 
is the cousin of Al Freihofer!”

1973
Peter Sturman shares: “Still 
teaching Chinese art history 
at the University of California, 
Santa Barbara, publishing, and 
organizing conferences and 
exhibitions.” He also mentions 
that he was briefly in touch 
with classman Bruce Gellin 
last year.  

Planned gifts are most often bequests or other assets that 
are included in a donor’s estate plans and distributed after 
the donor’s death. Life income arrangements, such as 

charitable remainder trusts, charitable lead trusts, and gift an-
nuities, are also considered planned gifts.

Planned gifts play an important role in the campaign.

Constituents age 65 and older can share the details of their 
planned gifts for Loomis Chaffee and receive campaign credit.

 

For more information, please contact:

Timothy G. Struthers ’85 
Chief Philanthropic Officer 
860.687.6221 or tim_struthers@loomis.org 

or

Katherine Langmaid 
Associate Director of Development 
860.687.6822 or katherine_langmaid@loomis.org

Head of School Sheila Culbert and Associate Head for External Relations Nat 
Follansbee share inside information and school priorities with current and 

potential John Metcalf Taylor Society members at an event sponsored by the 
JMT Society during Reunion Weekend.
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“California Sea Lion” granite sculpture 
created by Lee H. Ellison ’55. 
 
Three of the eight members of 
the Loomis Class of 1956 who 
went to Middlebury College were 
photographed during their 55th 
Middlebury Reunion. From left to 
right: Bill French ’56; his wife, Linda 
French; Bruce Burnham ’56; his wife, 
Genie Burnham; and Dick Atkinson 
’56. Missing from the photo: Robert 
Hall, Lincoln Clark, John H. Howard, 
Leon Vancini, and Arthur Myles. “I 
think we set some kind of a record 
of Loomis graduates in the same 
Middlebury class,” writes Dick. 
 
Alex Zautra ’65 at the Canyon de 
Chelly National Monument in Chinle, 
Arizona.

Hilary Meyers ’75 and Tracy 
Howe Welling ’75, fall 1974. Hilary 
remembers the pair playing field 
hockey together at Loomis: “The 
field hockey pitch was our first 
athletic home together. Clad in 
ridiculous maroon tunics, I was her 
halfback — she was my forward.”  

 ’55

 ’56

 ’65

 ’65

 ’75

 ’90

Reunion 2015 — Chaffee Class of 1965 — 
50th Reunion: (front) Gail Schwarz Aronow, 
Judy Lee Moeckel, and Karen Mackler; and 
(back) Carol Stoutenberg Thorpe, Joanne Fay 
Lloyd, Sandy Brown Ruiz, and Sherry Jackson 
McKeever. Photo: Wayne Dombkowski

 ’65

Reunion 2015 — Loomis Class of 1965 — 50th Reunion: (front) Sajed Kamal, Peter Shelley, Lynde Selden, Art Spencer, David Adams, Tom Finck, Tony Bull, David Kaiser, Steve Arnold, 
Bill Green, Jim Taggart, Ted Shortliffe, Peter Seigle, Richard Rubenstein, Ted Cahill, and Tom Carey; and (back) John Raeder, John Coster, Fred Prelle, Bob Karp, Buck Foot, George 
Keiser, Sam Lewis, John Carling, Rick Shaine, Bruce Hamilton, Bill Champlin, Rob Crolius, Michael Bogdasarian, David Hunt, Ben Hunter, Glen Ortman, Jim Johnston, and Haynes 
Johnson. Photo: Wayne Dombkowski

Reunion 2015 — Class of 1990 — 25th Reunion: (front) Brett Rodriguez, Andrew Donn, Larry Milburn, Lee Guzofski, Peter Kolp, 
Tom Leader, Carlos Trujillo, Dax Hassell, and Stephen Gollance; (second row) Greg Szyluk, Margo Stack, Rachel Evans Crane, 
Jennifer Pool Steiner, Victor Samra, Kristin Lowe, Pam Wilder, Jessica Dalrymple, Cory Wickwire Halaby, Liz Hallas, and Katrina 
Bradley; (third row) Andras Petery, Tricia O’Connor Harmon, Martin Vulliez, Libby Hudson Lydecker, Erin Fox, Amanda Blacksher 
Zahmeyer, Julie Woolwich Martin, Holly Macy, Claudine Vannie Elliot, and Sana Butler; and (back) Nick Phillips, Andy Donaldson, 
Morgan Frank, Tim Marshall, Duncan MacLean, Bob Petry, Scott O’Brien, and Stillman Hanson. Photo: Wayne Dombkowski
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“Closing on 30 years in veteri-
nary practice here in Vermont. 
All are in good health,” reports 
Scott MacLachlan. He recent-
ly had the opportunity to work 
with wildlife, which included 
a timber rattlesnake tracking 
project. This wildlife project 
involved surgeries to implant 
and later remove transmitters 
from the snakes, which are 
endangered in Vermont. 

1974
Christopher Coley is proud 
to share exciting news of his 
son Alex, who graduated from 
the University of California at 
Berkeley School of Law on May 
15. This fall, Alex plans to work 
in the Tokyo office of the San 
Francisco-based law firm of 
Morrison and Foerster.

News from Deborah Wherry: 
“My husband and I are based in 
Brooklyn and are exploring life 
in Santa Monica. Having lost 
both of my parents in the past 
few years, it is my friends from 
Loomis Chaffee that are the 
core of my support, and I will be 
forever thankful for them.”

1975
In an essay submitted by Hilary 
Meyers, she reminisces on her 
friendship with Tracy Howe 
Welling, which started “at the 
freshmen cubbies in the virgin-
al white ‘Chaffee Building’ in 
the fall of 1971.” Hilary writes: 
“Tracy Howe Welling is my best 
friend. With our 40th Reunion 
on the horizon, we are far 
removed from our high school 
days, but Tracy and I are more 
bonded than ever.” Having 
bonded over athletics in high 
school, Hilary shares that she 
and Tracy “continue to be con-
nected teammates, but now it 
is on the paddle tennis courts.” 
As time passes and they become 
even closer friends, she adds, 
“We are synchronized partners 
whose ‘dance’ is nearly seamless 
as we continue to build on our 
long history together, both on 
and off the courts. … We came 
of age together and now we are 
aging together as teammates 
with an enduring friendship.”

1978
Gerard Senehi was presented 
with the Ellis Island Medal of 
Honor on May 9 in New York 
City by the National Ethnic 
Coalition of Organizations. The 
Medal of Honor is presented 
annually to Americans who 
have distinguished themselves 
within their own ethnic groups 
while exemplifying the values 
of the American way of life. 

1980
“All is well here in Duxbury, 
Massachusetts,” writes Beth 
Myette. Her oldest son, Cam-
eron, 20, is a senior member of 
the Corps of Cadets at Nor-
wich University. Her daughter, 
Rachel, 19, left Quinnipiac 
University, where she played 
Division I ice hockey, to pursue 
her career in sports medicine 
and to goal tend for UMass/
Boston's hockey team. Beth’s 
youngest son, Austin, 15, enters 
his sophomore year this fall at 
Silver Lake Regional Vocational 
Tech High School and excels in 
automotive technology. Beth is 
still working at Boston Chil-
dren’s Hospital as a pediatric 
nurse practitioner in anesthesia. 
She keeps in touch with Alan 
Klibanoff, Frank Casner, and 
Marco D’Antonio ’79. In April 
2015, Beth competed in the USA 
Hockey adult women’s nationals 
in Tampa, Fla., as the goalie for 
the 50-plus women’s ice hockey 
team the Massachusetts Lady 
Lobsters, and she is proud to re-
port, “We won the USA Hockey 
Women’s 2015 Nationals.”

Elise Boccia writes: “I was 
reminded of some of the things 
I truly loved while at Loomis 
Chaffee. Teachers such as Mrs. 
Kosty, Burt Thurber, and the 
late Dave Haller were the best 
and most influential teachers I 
ever had. David Wild is an old 
friend, and his reminiscings 
over his days at Loomis during 
a difficult time in his youth 
reminded me that family is not 
always related by blood.” 

   

1983
Andrea Barton writes: “The 
Centennial Celebration was so 
much fun! I had a great visit 
with Julie Clarke McManus 
who came from North Carolina 
and stayed with me. I got a kick 
out of connecting with Tasia 
Kimball ’82 and discussing that 
she was also an English teacher 
like me. Finally, as we have 
for more than 20 years, Johan 
Westenburg and I saw each 
other at Christmas.” 

1984
Sean Haley is living in Manhat-
tan and is an assistant profes-
sor at Brooklyn College as well 
as the City University of New 
York’s School of Public Health. 

1986
Dana Gillette graduated from 
Leadership Pioneer Valley in 
June 2015.  She writes: “I’m still 
living in Western Massachu-
setts and often run into Sally 
Loomis ’85 — our boys have 
been in the same class for most 
of elementary school.” 

Jessica Thurrott Haxhi 
reports that she has “been 
working as the supervisor of 
world languages for New Haven 
Public Schools for the past two 
year and really loving the job.”

1987
On March 20, Matthew 
Henshon appeared on ESPN’s 
Sportscenter as part of a 
“30-for-30 Short” titled “The 
Billion Dollar Game.” The 
documentary tells the story 
of the 1989 first-round NCAA 
basketball game between No. 16 
seed Princeton and No. 1 seed 
Georgetown. This film was 
broadcast several times during 
the March Madness season. 

Polly Smith Bauer recently 
celebrated her daughter 
Caroline’s graduation from the 
Episcopal School of Jackson-
ville as a member of the Cum 
Laude Society. Polly is proud to 
share that Caroline will attend 
the University of Richmond in 
Virginia this fall. 

The Loomis Chaffee  
Alumni App

Introducing EverTrue,  
a Loomis Chaffee 
exclusive alumni  

mobile app!
 

The app features:

•   Searchable alumni directory

•���Nearby tool to search by 
location and view the results 
on a map

•��Integration with LinkedIn

•���LC news and events on 
Facebook, Twitter, and  
the LC website

•���Ability to make your gift to 
Loomis Chaffee using our 
secure giving page

Access all this on 
your Apple or Android 

smartphone by 
downloading the free 
Evertrue app from the 
App Store or Google 

Play store today!
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Commencement 2015: Members of the Class of 2015 gathered on Commencement day with alumni parents, grandparents, and other relatives: (front) seniors William Hanson, William 
Parsons, Morgan Dewdney, Sara Pipernos, Lauren Champagne, Leilah Diong, Greer Davis, Kalina Joffray, Rose Carter, Benzi Edelson, Caleb Rudnicki, Isabelle Raposo, Matthew Covello, 
Maxwell Cushman, Madelynne Richmond, and Charles Kenney; and (back) William Hanson ’87, John Suisman ’55, Jane Mackay Howe ’49, Tyler Dewdney ’07, Cynthia Howe ’74, Patricia 
Pipernos-Schatz ’81, Kelsey Champagne ’11, Paul Champagne ’81, Robert Bannon ’75, Shahri Griffin ’82, Gregory Davis ’82, Rexford Joffray ’76, Simon Carter ’82, Geoffrey Edelson ’76, 
Philip Rudnicki ’86, Nicholas Raposo ’86, Timothy Covello ’80, Alfred “Tim” Covello ’50, Zoe Cushman ’12, Rob Richmond, Erin Wilson, Hunter Richmond, Ann Kenney ’71, Spencer 
Richmond Schulman ’11, and Elizabeth Richmond ’80.

1988
Rika Poor Stevenson reports: 
“Looking forward to seeing 
more of Eric Russman ’87 over 
the next few years while my old-
est son attends Kimball Union 
Academy. He starts his sopho-
more year in the fall.” 

News from Caroline Waldron-
Brown: “I’m an educator and 
always reflect on how Loo-
mis Chaffee impacted my life’s 
trajectory. My recent edu-en-
deavors (with a small, passion-
ate team) include this June 
when the state of Pennsylvania 
awarded the Grayson School 
— Pennsylvania’s first and only 
school for gifted students — 
license to open in September 
2015. 

1989
The Midwest Book Review 
(D. Donovan) describes Sue 
Henshon’s recent book Andy 
Lightfoot and the Time Warp as 
“the best in time travel.” 

Nick Simmons was recently 
promoted to assistant chief of 
the Newark, Ohio, Fire Depart-
ment. 

1995
“My husband, two daughters, 
and I live on a farm in Corvallis, 
Oregon, with two dogs and two 
steers,” writes Maggie Seldera 
Bahnson. She shared that she 
works in admissions at Corval-
lis Waldorf School, where her 

daughters attend school. “Life is 
calm, peaceful, and awesome in 
the Pacific Northwest!”

1996
James B. Ricci II lives in 
Regensburg, Germany, with 
his wife, Sarah, and daughter, 
Juno. He teaches history and 
administrates compliances for 
the International Baccalaureate 
program at the Swiss Interna-
tional School headquartered 
in Switzerland. In Germany, 
James is able to further develop 
his already extensive German 
background, which began at 
Loomis Chaffee and continued 
through college. 

Nancy Gleason continues to 
enjoy working at the start-up 
Yale-NUS College in Singapore.  
She recently saw Will Sargent 
in Singapore and encourages 
other classmates to reach out if 
ever in the region. 

Lara Bonn lives in Burlington, 
Vt., and is a senior manager for 
strategic planning for Efficiency 
Vermont. In the fall of 2014, 
Lara was selected by Vermont 
Business Magazine as one of the 
Rising Stars in the state for 2014 
— a recognition of 40 profes-
sionals under the age of 40 each 
year. In the spring of 2015, she 
was chosen as one of the select 
group of National Fellows in the 
country for this year’s Environ-
mental Leadership Program. 

1997
“We’ve moved!” exclaims Jeff 
Kappler. He and his wife, 
Hagan, moved from Hartford, 
Conn., to Charlotte, N.C., with 
their two children, Kiernan, 5, 
and Cole, 3. Jeff writes: “We are 
enjoying the warmer weather!”

1998
Kimberly Rogers reports: 
“Isaac, Chase (big brother, age 
4) and I welcomed our daughter, 
Samantha Quinn Rogers, into 
the world on June 20, 2014. I 
have taken a hiatus from coun-
seling work and I am enjoying 
life as a full-time mom.” 

1999
Lizzy Boyle Antonik wel-
comed a baby girl, Oakley 
Emma Antonik, in October 
2014.

2001
An exhibition of Jason Kraus’ 
sculptures at Algus Greenspon 
Gallery in New York City was 
reviewed in the April 2015 issue 
of Art Forum Magazine. 

Laura Niemiroski Cham-
pagne and her husband, Eric, 
welcomed their second child, 
Theodore “Teddy” Champagne, 
into their family in April. Her 
brother, Joseph Niemiroski 
’12, is Teddy’s proud godfather, 
and Laura’s father, Joseph 
Niemiroski ’74, is his proud 
grandfather. 

2002
Colin S. Hirst graduated from 
Albany Medical College in 2012 
and completed his residency in 
internal medicine at Saint Louis 
University Hospital and School 
of Medicine in June 2015. He 
was excited to begin his fellow-
ship in cardiovascular diseases 
at Tufts New England Medical 
Center in July. 

2003
Liana Engel and Nicolas 
Ricroque were married on April 
3 in the portrait gallery of the 
New Mexico Supreme Court 
building. The ceremony was 
officiated by Chief Justice Bar-
bara J. Vigil. A wedding dinner 
celebration in Luberon Valley 
in Provence, France, on June 7 
was attended by several Loomis 
graduates. 

2004
Tyler Casertano was ap-
pointed director of admission 
and financial aid at St. Alban’s 
School, Washington, D.C. Tyler 
joined the faculty there in 2009. 
He teaches history, coaches 
soccer and lacrosse, and has 
served as assistant director 
of admission for the past two 
years. In 2014, he received the 
school’s Hall-Hoffman Teacher-
Coach Award. Tyler married 
Annie (Scheurer) in June 2013, 
in Southampton, Bermuda. 
Loomis relations present were 
former faculty members Linda 
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Eli Lehrer ‘94 continues to receive much 
attention as a leading conservative voice 
on climate change. Sources on both ends 
of the political spectrum, including The 
Weather Channel and the environmental 
website Grist, have listed him as a leading 
voice for these environmental issues. In 
June 2015, he met with George P. Shultz 
’38 in Stanford, Calif., to discuss and 
strategize about conservative approaches 
to dealing with climate change. 
 
Jason Karp ’94 spoke at the 2015 Milken 
Institute Global Conference.  
Photo: Aaron Abrahms ’94.

Farrell Elizabeth Greig was born 
September 27, 2014, to Sarah O’Keefe 
Greig ’98 and her husband, David. Here, 
Farrell joins her big sister, Callahan, “in 
the wilds of New York City,” Sarah reports. 
“She can’t wait for her first Loomis 
Chaffee campus tour with her Aunt 
Kathleen (Kathleen O’Keefe Wiggenhauser 
’95, College Guidance associate).” 

A group of alumni 
reunited in Boulder, 
Colo. Pictured: Megan 
Trusedale ’00, Nana 
Mensah ’01, Erin 
Onsager ’00, Drew 
Weinman ’02, and 
Brandon Bailey ’02. 

Kathryn Bach Robbins ’00 and J. Clinton Robbins IV were married September 13, 
2014, at Kathryn’s family farm in Tolland, Conn. “It was a wonderful day complete with 
some Pelican Pride!” she reports. Pictured: Louis Bach ’98 (brother of the bride), Beth 
Fitzsimmons (Kathryn’s Loomis Chaffee advisor), the bride, Renata Hoddinott Dong ’00, 
Lauren LaPlante Hepworth ’00, and Leonard Bach ’87 (cousin of the bride). 

In May, Shay Hearn ’12 
(second from left) and 
one of her peer editors 
for the University of 
Connecticut’s Long 
River Review magazine 
visited the Island to 
talk to students of The 
Loom about creative 
writing and literary 
editorial work in 
college. 

On May 16, 2015, Bridget Sarpu ’10 
graduated from Suffolk University Law 
School with an intellectual property 
concentration, patent law specialization 
with distinction. Bridget graduated with 
Cum Laude honors and was selected to 
receive the Stanley Sokoloff Intellectual 
Property Award, which is given to the 
student who demonstrates excellence in 
the intellectual property concentration 
at the law school. She passed the U.S. 
Patent and Trademark Office Registration 
Exam in March 2015, planned to sit for 
the Massachusetts Bar in July, and will 
continue to work as a patent attorney for 
Bay State IP, located in Boston. 

Last summer, Becky Nyce ’97 married Altair da Silva Jr., and many Loomis Chaffee 
alumni attended their wedding reception. From left to right: Antoinette Olivares 
Terrana ’97, Lisa Rudikoff Price ’97, Jill Markowitz Cohen ’97, Becky, Altair, Rebecca 
Roswig Jaffe ’97, and Liz Olsen Howard ’97.  Becky recently accepted a new position 
as the deputy director of the National Urban Squash and Education Association. 
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and Drew Casertano, Alex 
Casertano ’01, Ari Sussman 
’06, Nader Golsorky ’03, Bick-
ford Brooks, Critter Tamm 
’06, and Associate Head for Ex-
ternal Relations Nat Follansbee 
and his wife, Sally. 

2005
Sarah Wilson was recently fea-
tured in a Boston Globe article 
covering the USA Women’s Ball 
Hockey Team. Sarah was an-
nounced as the new captain for 
Team USA. The team competed 
in the 2015 World Ball Hockey 
Championships in Zug, Switzer-
land, in June. 

2006
Lee Bloom graduated from 
Northeast Ohio Medical School 
in May and began his ortho-
paedic residency at Downstate 
Medical Center, Brooklyn, N.Y., 
in June 2015. 

Brian Sheffer is a graduate stu-
dent at the School for Interna-
tional Training in Brattleboro, 
Vt., where he studies intercul-
tural service leadership and 
management. Brian works for 
the Experiment in International 
Living as a group leader. He led 
a trip to Argentina in July 2014 
and was slated to lead a trip to 
Nicaragua and Cuba in July 
2015.

 2007
News from Benjamin Kraus: 
“I have been at Morgan Stanley 
since I graduated college. I am 
an associate in equity deriva-
tives trading.”

In May, Louise “Lucy” Copp 
received her master’s degree 
in visual anthropology from 
the University of Southern 
California. 

Kathleen Leenon shares her 
recent accomplishments. In 
May 2015, Kathleen graduated 
from Purdue University’s Col-
lege of Veterinary Medicine. 
Kathleen received the Class 
of 2015 Student and Surgery 
Award for Excellence in Large 
Animal Surgery, awarded by the 
American Board of Veterinary 
Specialties Foundation. She also 
received the Indiana Asso-
ciation of Equine Practitioners 
Award for Exceptional Profi-
ciency and Professionalism in 
Equine Practice. Kathleen will 
start work as an equine veteri-
narian in Elgin, Texas.

Alexa Cohn is continuing her 
postgraduate education and will 
begin medical school in August 
2015. 

Lt. j.g. Conor Buttler-Ricketts 
is serving with a U.S. Navy he-
licopter squadron that flies the 

Navy’s newest and most tech-
nologically advanced helicopter, 
the MH-60R Sea Hawk. Conor 
is a naval aviator with the “Wolf 
Pack” of Helicopter Maritime 
Strike Squadron 78, based out 
of San Diego. He recently was 
interviewed by The Granby 
Drummer newspaper, where he 
shared: “Working with this air-
craft is something that very few 
people get to do. It’s a privilege.”

Joycelin Hunter and her fam-
ily are reminiscent of her days at 
Loomis and thank Bob De-
Coninck for being such a “great 
life influence” for Joycelin. She 
teaches English in South Korea. 

2008
A 2013 U.S. Coast Guard Acad-
emy graduate, Patrick Meg-
gers received a promotion to 
executive officer on the Ray-
mond Evans Cutter and will be 
stationed in Key West, Fla. 

2010
Craig Lennon graduated 
from the University of Miami 
with a bachelor of science in 
engineering. 

2011
James I. Crawford is doing his 
senior project on building and 
creating a blacksmithing portfo-
lio at the College of the Atlantic 

in Bar Harbor, Maine. 

In May, Dana Hubbard gradu-
ated from Franklin & Marshall 
College with a bachelor’s degree 
in French and studio art. 

2013
Mark A. Crawford is majoring 
in marketing communications 
at Emerson College in Boston, 
Mass. 

Connect!
Please send your news to us!
Email Alumni Newsnotes 
Editor Madison Neal at 
magazine@loomis.org to 
share news with classmates 
and friends. High-resolution 
photographs are welcome;  
be sure to identify all  
people clearly.

increasingly dipped in to read 
particular parts, they took 
more notes, and they annotat-
ed. At the same time, reference 
books became more common 
as a means of providing guid-
ance through the information 
glut. She quotes Francis Bacon 
in 1612: 

“Some books are to be tasted, 
others to be swallowed and 
some few to be chewed and 
digested; that is, some books 
are to be read only in parts; 
others to be read, but not curi-
ously; and some few to be read 

wholly, and with diligence and 
attention.”

Bacon’s advice is surely truer 
than ever. It is impossible to 
keep up with the flow of 
information. And, to make 
matters worse, unlike during 
the information overload that 
followed the printing press, 
the Internet is a marvelously 
democratic medium—anyone 
can post anything. 

While we continue to teach 
our students the values of hard 
work, teamwork and coop-
eration, serving the common 
good, and the importance of 
good citizenship, much of the 

content of today’s curriculum 
is different from what it was 
in 1914 when the school first 
opened. Students now learn 
about DNA, they sequence 
genes, they discuss the World 
Wars, they learn Arabic and 
Chinese. All of this, of course, 
will serve them well. 

Information—good, bad, and 
indifferent—is coming at our 
students like water from a fire 
hydrant and while most of 
them are more than comfort-
able with technology and how 
to turn on the hose, they are 
less savvy than they some-
times think about managing 
the flow. Just as scholars in the 

early modern era developed 
new ways of cataloguing and 
managing data, so today, we 
need to provide our students 
with the skills of discern-
ment and judgment to enable 
them to handle vast quantities 
of information and know, in 
Bacon’s words, what informa-
tion needs to be chewed and 
digested and what simply 
dismissed. It will be our job to 
provide them with the tools 
and skills necessary for them 
to navigate the vast quantities 
of knowledge now available to 
them.  ©

CENTURY |  continued from 2
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1933
Frederick Lorimer Graham, on April 
12, peacefully, at the home of his son in 
Santa Barbara, Calif. A five-year student 
from New York City, Fred was active in the 
Dramatic Club, Glee Club, Choir, and Senior 
Dance Committee, and he served on the 
Publications Board and as secretary of Loo-
miscellany. He was active on Wolcott junior 
football and basketball and the soccer and 
track teams. He graduated from Princeton 
University in 1937 and studied at the Sor-
bonne in Paris, France. As a reserve lieuten-
ant in the U.S. Army, Fred was called into 
service in 1941 and assigned to Fort Han-
cock, N.Y., as an artillery officer charged 
with mining New York Harbor. He was sent 
to North Africa and assigned successively 
to Allied Forces Headquarters (AFHQ), 
the Fifteenth Army Group, the Seventh 
Army with General Patton, and the Fifth 
Army with General Clark. He was recalled 
to AFHQ as a liaison officer for political 
affairs. In this capacity Fred played a major 
role in the Allies’ decision not to impose a 
military government in France. Achieving 
the rank of major, Fred was transferred to 
the First French Army as liaison officer for 
political affairs. During the course of World 
War II, Fred took part in operations at Gela, 

Salerno, and Anzio in Italy; at Normandy, 
France; and in Germany and Austria. After 
the armistice, he became chief of mission to 
the French Zone of Occupation in Austria. 
A many times decorated officer, including 
the French Croix de Guerre with Palm, 
Fred achieved the rank of lieutenant colonel 
before he returned to the United States 
and was demobilized. Fred remained an 
officer in the French Legion of Honor. Fred 
returned to France in 1947 and became Eu-
ropean manager of Cabot Corporation and 
later was employed by the Witco Chemi-
cal Company. Eventually he established a 
business of his own with 1,000 employees 
in eight countries. The firm was sold to an 
American company in 1992. In 1945, Fred 
married Colette Perrier, and they had three 
children together. In 1978, Fred married 
Anita Jaatinen of the Finnish diplomatic 
service. Fred developed an avid interest in 
horses when he was in his 40s, and he con-
tinued riding and breeding horses well into 
retirement. One of Fred’s horses, Caucalis, 
was selected by the French Olympic team 
for the 2000 Olympics in Sydney, Australia. 
Fred was an active member of the Society 
of the Cincinnati, America’s first patriotic 
association, of which George Washington 
was the first president general. Noted for its 
library, museum, and educational programs 

focused on the American Revolution and 
the founding era, the society has a branch 
in France, approved by Louis XIV, in sup-
port of France and U.S. relations. Fred 
was elected and served for three years 
as president general of the organization. 
Predeceased by his first wife, Collette; his 
second wife, Anita; and his daughter Sylvia, 
Fred is survived by his daughter Isabelle 
and her spouse, Patrick Hennessy; his son, 
Frederick; his step-daughter, Patsy New-
house Gerachis; his three grandchildren; 
and his niece. A funeral was held on April 
25 at Woodlawn Cemetery in New York, 
N.Y.  (To read an interview with Fred, see 
"Our Centenarians," page 49.)

1940
Bradley S. Anschutz, on January 23. A 
four-year student from Ansonia, Conn., 
Brad was involved in the Nautical Club and 
Junior French Club and served as Grounds 
Committee chairman. He was active in 
Ludlow senior football, Ludlow senior 
basketball, and Ludlow senior baseball. 
Brad served in the Navy during World War 
II and afterwards graduated from Yale in 
1950. He worked as a purchasing officer for 
the town of Westport, Conn., for 16 years. 
Brad was active in the town community as 
a member of the Saugatuck River Power 
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Squadron, the Westport Y’s Men, the West-
port Kiwanis Club, and Saugatuck Congre-
gational Church. Brad was predeceased by 
his wife, Hope Robinson Anschutz; and his 
sister, Carol Anschutz. He is survived by his 
three sons: Edward B. Anschutz II, Steven 
B. Anschutz ’70, Bruce R. Anschutz, and 
their wives; three grandchildren; and three 
great-grandchildren. A memorial service 
was held at the Saugatuck Congregational 
Church in Westport on February 5.

1941
John Scott Flint on March 6. A four-year 
student from West Cornwall, Conn., John 
was involved in the Stagehands Union, 
Chess Club, Darwin Club, Cercle Fran-
çais, Founders Committee, and Rifle Club. 
He was active in Allyn senior basketball, 
second football team, and baseball. He was 
a member of the Loomis Chaffee Common 
Good Society. After Loomis, John at-
tended Yale University and Tufts University 
Medical School. He interned at Jefferson 
Davis Hospital in Houston, Texas, and had 

residency at Undercliff Hospital in Meriden, 
Conn., and at Jefferson Hospital in Phila-
delphia, Pa. John’s military career began 
as an enlisted serviceman in World War II, 
and he was later drafted to serve as a doctor 
during the Korean conflict. After a brief pri-
vate practice, John returned to the military, 
eventually achieving the rank of colonel 
in the U.S. Air Force, until he retired from 
service in 1978. During his military service, 
John was assigned to numerous Air Force 
bases, including Lackland in Texas, Lowry 
in Colorado, Chanute in Illinois, and Wies-
baden in Germany. John served as deputy 
command surgeon at Hickam Air Force 
Base in Hawaii, as hospital commander at 
MacDill in Florida, and as chief of hospital 
services in Elgin, Fla., his favorite assign-
ment. After retiring from the military to St. 
Petersburg, Fla., John was medical direc-
tor for Operation PAR and was one of the 
top addiction medication specialists in the 
state of Florida. After 15 years at Operation 
PAR, John volunteered as an ombudsman 
advocating for and protecting the health, 

safety, and welfare rights of long-term care 
residents in Florida. John was an avid golfer 
and lifelong bridge player, and he enjoyed 
the outdoors and ballroom dancing. John 
will be remembered as a kind and gener-
ous man, possessed of wit and humor, who 
was greatly admired and loved by many. 
He was preceded in death by his first wife 
and mother of his children, Shirley Jean 
Morris; his second wife, Madonna Spahr; 
and his third wife, Frances Lancaster. He is 
survived by his sons, Scott, Chris, Jay, and 
Hugh; three granddaughters; and a grand-
son. A memorial service was held on March 
14 in St. Petersburg, Fla., with internment in 
Bentonville, Ark.

1943
Franklin B. Bristol Jr., on December 26, 
2013. Originally from Middlebury, Conn., 
Franklin was a veteran of World War II, 
serving in the U.S. Army infantry unit 
in the South Pacific. He graduated from 
Tufts University with a bachelor’s degree 
in mathematics. Throughout his career, 

EDITH GABERMAN SUDAR-
SKY on March 16, at her home in 
Bloomfield, Conn. “Gay” as she was 

known, had a long history of involve-
ment and generosity at Loomis Chaffee, 
beginning with her time as a student 
from Hartford at The Chaffee School. 
There, Gay was involved in the theater, 
the school newspaper, and debating. 
After graduation, Gay earned a bachelor’s 
degree at Connecticut College in 1943, 
and in her late 50s, earned a master’s 
degree in public health from University of 
Connecticut in 1981. Gay married Joseph 
Sudarsky in 1945 and together they raised 
three children. Committed to serving the 
needs of her community, Gay was active 
in Child Family Services, West Hartford 
Children’s Museum, League of Women 
Voters, and served on the boards of the 
Bushnell Memorial and Connecticut 
Public Television. She served as Greater 
Hartford Chapter of  the American Can-
cer Society director and Jewish Family 
Services of Greater Hartford president. 
Gay was corporator of The Institute of 
Living, and clerk of the Public Health 
and Safety Committee of the Connecticut 

General Assembly. Along with her family, 
Gay was involved with the Gross-Sudar-
sky Charitable Foundation, and she and 
her husband created a golf tournament to 
benefit UConn cancer research. Commit-

ted to educational concerns, Gay served 
as a Trustee at Loomis Chaffee from 
1965 to 1986 and as an honorary Trustee 
thereafter. She was instrumental in the 
planning of the two-school merger, and in 
the planning of Chaffee Hall. She received 
the school’s Distinguished Service Award 
in 1986. In addition, Gay was a member 
of the Chaffee Advisory Committee and 
the John Metcalf Taylor Society. She 
also served as a trustee at Connecticut 
College. Gay is preceded in death by Joe, 
her husband of 67 years. She is survived 
by her three children, Lewis Richard 
Sudarsky ’66, Betty Sudarsky Bradley 
’69, Deborah Sudarsky Wheery ’74, and 
their spouses; and her five grandchildren. 
Her connections to Loomis include her 
sister, Naomi Gaberman Vogel ’45, her 
brother-in-law, R. David Sudarsky ’43, 
and cousin Robert A. Weinerman ’40 
who are all deceased. She is survived by 
extended family members Lawrence A. 
Vogel ’70, Lisa E. Vogel ’73, and Eliot 
Davis Moses ’75. Funeral services were 
held in the Silberman Chapel of Congre-
gation Beth Israel on March 18 in  
West Hartford.  ©

FORMER TRUSTEE | Edith Gaberman Sudarsky  ’39
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Photo: Loomis Chaffee Archives
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he was a sales manager with the Bristol 
Company of Waterbury, which later became 
Bristol-Babcock. A lover of the outdoors, 
Franklin spent summers at his family 
cottage on Lake Quassapaug. He enjoyed 
listening to jazz and was particularly fond 
of Duke Ellington. He was known as a true 
gentleman and for his charm and good-
natured humor. Franklin is survived by his 
wife, Marylou Bristol; his brother, David; 
his three sons, Benjamin, Robert, and Wil-
liam; five grandchildren; and many nieces 
and nephews. A memorial service was held 
on January 4, 2014, at the Middlebury Con-
gregational Church. 

1944
Lyman Butler Crittenden, peacefully, 
with his family at his side, on September 
25, 2012. A four-year student from Bran-
ford, Conn., “Critt,” as he was known, was 
involved in the Executive Committee, 
Stagehands Union, Military Drill, and En-
dowment Fund organization. He was active 
in Allyn senior soccer, Allyn second hockey, 
archery, and track. After graduation Lyman 
earned a bachelor’s degree at California 
Institute of Technology, and master’s and 
doctorate degrees from Purdue University. 
An outstanding scientist, Lyman enjoyed 
a rewarding career as a poultry geneti-
cist and was honored with many profes-
sional awards, including the prestigious 
USDA ARS Scientist of the Year Award in 
1985. He met his wife, Margaret Lambert 
Hillhouse Crittenden, while they were 
both working for the National Institutes of 
Health. Together they enjoyed camping, 
gardening, hiking, and reading. Lyman’s 
other interests included sailing, biking, 
photography, and chocolate. Dedicated to 
both his immediate and extended family, 
Lyman organized generations of family 
photos to share and enjoyed attending his 
grandchildren’s activities, including sharing 
his love and knowledge of science in their 
school classrooms. He will be remembered 
for his determination, sense of humor, and 
drive to live life to the fullest. Lyman was 
predeceased by his brother D. Benton Crit-
tenden ’28. He is survived by his wife of 53 
years, Margaret; his daughters, Sarah and 
Jan, and their spouses; five grandchildren; 
and three great-grandchildren. A celebra-
tion of Lyman’s life was held in September 
2012 in Middleton, Wis. 

Matilda Janet Snelling Smith on May 
2. “Til,” as she was known, was a Chaffee 
student from Hartford, Conn. She was 
secretary of Student Council and performed 
in the play Green Pastures. Til earned a 
degree in art history from Wheaton Col-

lege, followed by a nursing degree at Johns 
Hopkins University School of Nursing in 
Baltimore, Md. There, she met her husband, 
Edwin Ide Smith, and together they raised 
three children. Til and her husband made 
dear friends and participated actively in 
many communities, including in Baltimore, 
San Francisco, Nashville, Boston, Norfolk, 
Kansas City, Oklahoma City, and Dallas. 
Together they forged many friendships in 
the Lilliputian Surgical Society and other 
medical associations. Until recently, Til 
enjoyed cultural events, tennis, and travel. 
Preceded in death by her husband of 52 
years, Til is survived by her children Sarah, 
Susie, and Charlie and their spouses; 10 
grandchildren; two great-grandchildren; 
her sister Sarah Snelling Powers ’50; her 
devoted companion, Ben Alvord; and many 
friends and family members. A memorial 
service was held on May 8 at St. Michael 
and All Angels Church in Dallas, Texas. 

1945
Philip F. Ellsworth Jr., on March 17. A 
four-year student from Windsor, Conn., 
Phil was involved in the Grounds Com-
mittee, Athletic Council, Rifle Club, and 
Photography Club, contributing photos 
to the The Log and Loomiscellany. He was 
active in Wolcott senior soccer and Wol-
cott second basketball, and he lettered as 
manager of the track team. After Loomis, 
Philip followed his interest in photography 
to a professional career as a photographer at 
Pratt & Whitney Aircraft until his retire-
ment. After relocating to Chester, Conn., he 
joined Cooperman Fife and Drum Company 
and worked at Whelen Engineering. Philip 
attended the First Church in Windsor and 
was a proud member of the Sailing Mas-
ters Fife and Drum Corps in Essex, Conn. 
Preceded in death by his sisters, Jean Ells-
worth Northrop ’38 and Mary Ellsworth 
Ransom ’40, Philip is survived by his wife 
of 60 years, Carol Jensen Ellsworth; his son 
Philip Fowler Ellsworth III ’74; his neph-
ew Scott Northrup ’76; his nieces Priscilla 
Ransom Marks ’66, Susan Ransom Nagy 
’67, and Florence Ransom Schroeter ’71; 
and many extended family members. A 
graveside service was to be held at a later 
date in Palisado Cemetery in Windsor. 

1948
Stuart Henry Fitzpatrick, on December 
30, 2012, in Rockville, Md. A four-year 
student from Windsor, Conn., Stuart was 
involved in the Stamp Club and Bridge Club, 
was in the cast of Macbeth, and served as 
a senior library supervisor. He was active 
in Wolcott intermediate football, Wolcott 

rifle, and Wolcott baseball. Stuart was 
predeceased by his wife, Viola Fitzpatrick. 
He leaves behind his daughter, Kristine 
Fitzpatrick, and her partner, Betsey C. 
Wingfield; his son, Douglas Fitzpatrick, 
and his wife, Lisa; three grandchildren; and 
two step-grandchildren. A service was held 
on January 18, 2013, at Maryland Veterans 
Cemetery in Crownsville, Md. 

1955
Ernest H. Alter on March 2, in Greenville, 
R.I. Originally from Jersey City, N.J., Ernest 
was involved in the Political Club, Nautical 
Club, Glee Club, Chapel Choir, and Sail-
ing Club, and he served on the Entertain-
ment Committee. He ran track and cross 
country and played Ludlow senior football, 
Ludlow junior basketball, Ludlow hockey, 
and tennis. He earned a bachelor’s degree 
in economics from Washington and Lee 
University in 1959. He pursued graduate 
studies at Cornell University and earned 
certificates from the New York Institute of 
Finance and the New York Bond School. 
Following college, he served as a first 
lieutenant administrative officer in the 
U.S. Army. Ernest worked in the financial 
services industry for many years for firms 
such as Bache & Company, Dean Witter & 
Company, Shearson Lehman, and Phoenix 
Home Life/Phoenix Equity Planning. An 
involved citizen and an outspoken advo-
cate for taxpayers and the elderly, Ernest 
was elected to the North Smithfield, R.I., 
Town Council in November 2014. He was 
an active parishioner of St. James Episco-
pal Church in Woonsocket, R.I. He leaves 
a brother, Nicholas, and a sister, Eleanor 
Haas. A service was to be held at St. James 
Episcopal Church at a later date.

1956
Matthew Carroll Barrett, on May 2, 
peacefully, at home surrounded by his 
family. A four-year student from Hart-
ford, Conn., Matt was involved in Student 
Council, the Spanish Club, the Study Hall 
Committee, and the Reception Commit-
tee. He was active in Allyn senior football, 
serving as co-captain, and lettered in first 
team baseball. Matt was a member of the 
Common Good Society. After Loomis, Matt 
graduated from The College of Holy Cross, 
and enjoyed a 36-year career working for 
the Traveler’s Insurance Company until his 
retirement in 1996. He and his wife, Kath-
leen (Schwartz) Barrett, raised their family 
in Windsor, and he was active in the com-
munity. Matt coached youth baseball and 
basketball, was a member of St. Gabriel’s 
Church, volunteered at the Immaculate 
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Conception homeless shelter, sang in the 
Good Shepherd choir, and taught religious 
education. Matt loved the beach and, after 
retirement, relocated to his childhood 
summer home of Crescent Beach on the 
Connecticut shore. There, he served on the 
board of the Crescent Beach Association 
and enjoyed kayaking, sailing, and crabbing 
with his grandchildren, and activities at the 
Niantic Bay Yacht Club. Matt is predeceased 
by his brother Freddie Barrett ’56. He is 
survived by his wife, Kathleen; his children, 
Kathleen Zarek, Linda Barnard, Karen Ro-
skelly, Laura Bombe, Matthew Barrett, and 
Nancy Barrett, and their spouses; and nine 
grandchildren. He is also survived by his 
cousins William Barrett Dower ’56 and 
Harriet Dower Stephenson ’61. A Mass of 
Christian Burial was celebrated on May 7 at 
St. Agnes Church in Niantic.

1959
Stanley Paul Johnson, on February 20. A 
four-year student from Bloomfield, Conn., 
Stan was involved in many activities on 
the Island, including the Astronomy Club, 
the Political-Debating Club, The Log, the 
German Club, the Assembly Committee, 
the Chess Club, the Classics Club, and 
medical aides. He was active in first team 
soccer, Ludlow senior basketball, Ludlow 
senior baseball, and track. After graduat-
ing alongside his twin brother, Clinton C. 
Johnson ’59, Stan attended Trinity College 
and graduated from the University of Hart-
ford in 1965. Shortly afterward, he married 
Linda Peterson Johnson, and they would 
have marked their 50th wedding anniversa-
ry in June of this year. Stan began his career 
working for IBM in Springfield and Pitts-
field, Mass., where he was recognized for 
his sales and marketing acumen. Stan left 
IBM to become sales manager for his fam-
ily’s business, The Johnson Gage Company, 
in Bloomfield, Conn. The company, founded 
in 1940 by Stanley’s grandfather, Charles 
C. Johnson, an inventor of measuring tools 
and instruments, is the oldest continuously 
run manufacturing business in Bloomfield. 
Stan committed his professional career 
to ensuring the integrity and safety of the 
measurement of threaded components that 
serve in critical applications, and he lent his 
expertise serving on committees to draft 
and adopt national industry standards. 
With Stan taking the lead in relationship 
development and promotion, Johnson Gage, 
known for its uncompromising quality 
standards, became a major supplier to the 
Department of Defense, NASA, and others 
in the aerospace, defense, and automo-
tive industries. Himself an inventor, Stan 
patented an innovative gaging system called 

Thread View, a non-contact vision inspec-
tion system, and subsequently founded 
the company Thread View Systems for the 
development of his invention. A member of 
many business-related organizations, Stan 
received numerous awards for his contri-
butions to the gaging industry. He retired 
from Johnson Gage in 2005. Though he was 
passionate about his career, Stan also had 
many outlets for recreation and relaxation 
outside of work. He enjoyed hunting and 
fishing excursions and belonged to the 
Simsbury Fish and Game Club. His con-
nection to the aircraft industry sparked an 
interest in becoming a licensed pilot, and 
Stan, a member of the Simsbury Flying 
Club, enjoyed being at the controls of his 
Piper Archer light aircraft. He also enjoyed 
boating on the waters of Lake Pocotopaug, 
the family summer home, and later at his 
home in Florida. He cheered for “his” UCo-
nn basketball teams and adored his dogs, 
especially a chocolate lab named Mobee. 
Known as “Poppa” to his grandchildren, 
Henry and Kate, Stan was a constant and 
supportive presence at their athletics com-
petitions, recitals, and school functions. He 
will be remembered as a special person who 
was both brilliant and driven professionally, 
and caring and sensitive with his loving 
family and many dear friends. Preceded in 
death by his sister, Beverly, and his daughter 
Kristin G. Johnson ’85, Stan is survived by 
his wife, Linda; his daughter Lisa Johnson 
Stevenson ’88 and her husband, David B. 
Stevenson ’88; his two brothers, Lowell 
C. Johnson ’53 and Clinton C. Johnson 
’59, and their spouses; two grandchildren; 
and many extended family members and 
friends. On February 26, a celebration of 
Stan’s life was held at the Asylum Hill 
Congregational Church in Hartford, where 
he was a member. At the family’s request, 
donations in honor of Stanley P. Johnson 
may be made to The Loomis Chaffee School. 

1960
Edwin Crampton Mallory, on April 10. 
A four-year student from West Hartford, 
Conn., Ted, as he was called, was involved 
in Student Council, the Glee Club, the Press 
Club, the Modern Jazz Club, the Election 
Committee, and medical aides, and he was 
a reporter for and on the Circulation Board 
of The Log. He was active in first team soc-
cer, Wolcott intermediate football, Wolcott 
hockey, and track, and he was Allyn junior 
basketball coach. After Loomis, Ted earned 
an undergraduate degree at Colgate Uni-
versity in 1964, and earned an M.B.A. from 
Stanford in 1966. Ted returned to West 
Hartford to work at the Hartford National 
Bank, then joined his brother, Wick, in the 

family business, Mallory Industries. He 
went on to become president and chief fi-
nancial officer of the company. Ted appreci-
ated daily interaction with his brother and 
the sense of community that he and Wick 
created among their valued employees at 
Mallory Industries. As a longtime resident 
of Madison, Conn., Ted was dedicated 
to serving his community. His service 
included a term as president of the board of 
the Madison Public Library, as a member of 
both the Madison Board of Education and 
the Madison Board of Finance, and involve-
ment at the Deacon John Grave House. Ted 
was also a member of the Connecticut Busi-
ness & Industry Association and the Greater 
Hartford Jaycees. An avid traveler, Ted’s 
eagerness to experience different corners 
of the world was infectious. Wherever he 
went, whether across the globe or to the 
Madison Coffee Shop, Ted made friends 
and could strike up a conversation with 
anyone at any time. He will be remembered 
for his curiosity, his quest for adventure, 
and his sharp wit and good sense of humor 
as well as his genuine concern for others. 
His interests included photography, music, 
history, and storytelling. With camera 
always at his side, Ted shared the story of 
his life through photography. A passionate 
sports fan, he was committed to his teams, 
the New England Patriots, the Red Sox, 
the UConn Huskies, and any team from his 
alma maters. Despite his adventurous spirit, 
he valued routines, beginning each morn-
ing with his “road cup” of coffee from the 
Madison Coffee Shop without fail. Ted was 
devoted to his family. Preceded in death by 
his sister Judith Mallory Streeter ’66, and 
his brother-in-law Bruce G. MacDermid 
’65, Ted is survived by his wife of more 
than 40 years, Nancy; his daughters, Karin, 
Lynn, Liz, and Kate; his son-in-law Ray; 
nine grandchildren; his brother, Wick, and 
sister-in-law Brooke; his sister Elizabeth 
Mallory MacDermid ’66; nephews Trevor 
R. MacDermid ’94 and Chad MacDermid 
’96; and generations of extended family. A 
memorial service was held on April 17 at the 
First Congregational Church in Madison. 

1965
Donald Stuart Berns, unexpectedly, on 
March 1, at his home in Toronto, Canada. 
A student from West Hartford, Conn., Don 
was involved as Glee Club president, Admis-
sions Committee co-chairman, Press Club 
news editor, Pirandello Society member, 
cast member of the spring play, and leader 
of the Pelicans. He was active in Wolcott 
senior soccer and Wolcott tennis, and he 
coached Allyn intermediate basketball. 
Don was the recipient of the Card Memo-
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rial Prize in Music and an Intramural “L” 
award. After Loomis, Don attended Brown 
University, where he was a member of the 
singing group The Jabberwocks and helped 
found the campus radio station WBRU. Af-
terwards, Don had a successful career as a 
radio personality and disc jockey. According 
to an obituary printed in The Buffalo News 
on March 5, Don was “one of the legends 
of Top 40 radio in Buffalo during the ’70s” 
and worked at radio stations across North 
America, including in Buffalo, Providence, 
Hartford, Albany, Dallas, San Diego, Kansas 
City, Pittsburgh, and in Toronto, Canada. 
He also served as program and music direc-
tor at Toronto’s alternative rock station 
CFNY-FM. According to correspondence 
from Don to Loomis, “after 30 years in the 
radio trenches,” he moved into doing full-
time voice-over work in 2001. He worked on 
numerous radio and television commercials 
and promotions, was the voice of Global 
Television and TSN sports network, nar-
rated a Discovery Channel documentary, 
and performed on stage in community and 
“semi-pro” theater performances through-
out the 1970s and 1980s. As “Dr. Trance” 
techno music DJ, Don is credited by The 
Buffalo News for being “the godfather of To-
ronto’s rave scene.” Don is survived by his 
wife, Elizabeth Berns; his brother, Ellison 
Berns; and his cousin Sara Gandel ’83. 

Theodore Smith Turner Jr., on Febru-
ary 27, 2014, surrounded by his family 
and friends. Tim, as he was known, was 
a student from Fairfield, Conn., who was 
involved with Student Council, the Student 
Endowment Fund, and the Darwin Club 
and was sports editor of Loomiscellany. 
An exceptional athlete, Tim was active in 
varsity baseball, lettered in varsity football, 
and earned two letters in varsity lacrosse, 
playing on the team during its undefeated 
season in 1965. According to the 1965 
Loomiscellany, Tim was “second highest 
scorer in New England, and holder of the 
New England Secondary School Lacrosse 
league record for the most goals scored in 
a season (49.) He was the finest attackman 
to graduate from Loomis.” After Loomis, 
Tim studied geology at Lehigh University, 
where he continued to excel at lacrosse. 
He earned a Sports Illustrated “Faces in 
the Crowd” appearance in his senior year 
for scoring 11 goals in a single game. After 
college, Tim hitchhiked across Canada, 
went fishing in Alaska,  and then returned 
to Vermont, where he had spent many sum-
mers at Cedar Beach on Lake Champlain 
and where the Turner family maintained 
an old farmhouse in Plymouth. There, Tim 
took up blowing glass and eventually was 

encouraged to take up carpentry, which led 
to a long career as a master woodworker 
and cabinet maker. Tim married Marga-
ret McCracken in 1975 and together they 
raised two boys. Tim coached his boys’ 
baseball and basketball teams in elementary 
school and attended all of their games in 
middle and high school with Margaret. Tim 
enjoyed gardening and experimented with 
many plant varieties, planting techniques, 
and soil additives. He grew, supplied, and 
cooked all the potatoes for the traditional 
game-day breakfast for the Woodstock foot-
ball teams over the course of seven years. 
Using the skills he’d honed as sports editor 
for Loomiscellany, Tim reported sports 
news for various teams in the Vermont 
Standard. He was also a gourmet cook and 
an avid reader. An open-minded and posi-
tive person, Tim will be remembered as 
an excellent friend and family man. He is 
survived by his wife, Margaret; sons Caleb 
and Fred and their spouses; brothers Roger, 
George, and Jonathan and their spouses; 
and many members of his extended family 
and friends. A memorial gathering took 
place on March 1, 2014, at the Unitarian 
Universalist Church in Woodstock, Vt.  

1966
Eleanor Rebecca Silliman Boardman, 
unexpectedly but peacefully, on November 
15, 2014. A four-year Chaffee student from 
Windsor, Conn., Becky was descended 
from Benjamin Silliman, the 19th-century 
scientist for whom Silliman College at 
Yale is named. At Chaffee, she was active 
in the Glee Club, the Chapel Committee, 
the French Club, the Touring Committee, 
the Dance Committee, the junior play, and 
Committee X, and she served as head of 
the Senior Vocal Group. After spending a 
year working and studying in Paris from 
1968 to 1969, Becky earned a bachelor’s 
degree in French from Middlebury Col-
lege in 1970, and was first employed as a 
French language teacher at the Woodstock 
Country School in South Woodstock, Vt. 
She remained at the school for six years, 
serving in various roles, including as dean 
of students, and remained fluent in French 
throughout her life. She met her husband, 
William Boardman, a drama teacher at the 
school, in 1971. After the birth of her two 
children, Becky purchased the Rainbow 
Playschool in Taftsville, Vt., which she ran 
until 2003, shepherding it through two 
moves to its present location at the Little 
Theatre in Woodstock. In semi-retirement, 
Rebecca started and ran the Hancock 
Granite Project, an online business in which 
she mostly sold valuable books on behalf 

of individual clients and herself. Devoted 
to serving the community, Becky deliv-
ered many Meals on Wheels to clients in 
Bridgewater, Woodstock, and Pomfret and 
supplied support and comfort for a num-
ber of mothers with newborns. She was a 
friendly presence behind the circulation 
desk at the local library. Throughout her life 
she enjoyed gardening and even persuaded 
a Night Blooming Cereus to bloom on three 
separate occasions. A creative and adven-
turous cook, having studied French cooking 
in Paris, Becky is believed by many to be 
the creator of the breaded chicken breast 
known as “Chaud Veau Faux.” A four-year 
survivor of pancreatic cancer, Becky until 
shortly before her death had been living 
a vibrant, healthy life of caring for family 
and friends, especially her first grandchild, 
born in July 2014. Predeceased by her 
uncle Frederick H Silliman ’35, Becky 
is survived by her husband, William; her 
children, Diantha and Benjamin, and their 
spouses; and her granddaughter. She is also 
survived by her aunt Priscilla Huntington 
Silliman ’40; and her sisters, Amy Silli-
man Avedisian ’69 and Molly Silliman 
Morrison ’73. Becky also leaves behind her 
dog Roger, one of many pets she cared for 
throughout her life. A memorial service in 
appreciation of Becky’s loving and caring 
spirit was held at the Norman Williams 
Public Library in Woodstock, Vt., on No-
vember 29, 2014. 

1968
David Schneider Stowe, on January 
15, at Connecticut Hospice. A four-year 
student from Farmington, Conn., David 
was involved in the Admissions Commit-
tee, Political Debate Society, Religious Life 
Committee, Senior House Committee, 
and Volunteer Committee, and he earned 
a letter in varsity soccer. After Loomis, 
David became an attorney and worked at 
Connecticut Legal Services, specializing in 
housing matters, for more than 30 years. A 
lifelong advocate for the poor, he served on 
the board of the Connecticut Fair Housing 
Center, including several terms as presi-
dent, and on the Prudence Crandall Center 
board. David also served on the Execu-
tive Committee of the Connecticut Legal 
Services Staff Association and the UAW’s 
CAP Council. Dave will be remembered for 
his warmth, kindness, intelligence, wit, and 
commitment to justice. He is survived by 
his wife, Joanne Lewis; and his daughter, 
Sarah, and her spouse, Mansour Alsharif. 

1972
Paul Charles Henry, on August 22, 2011. 
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A student from Bellevue, Ohio, 
Paul attended Loomis and then 
graduated from Bellevue High 
School in his hometown in 
1972. After graduation, he at-
tended Terra Technical College 
and spent the majority of his 
working life in the automotive 
industry. Paul was also co-own-
er of HMC Internet Services in 
Bellevue. He enjoyed antique 
car restoration and preserva-
tion and auto racing. Paul ran 
for Bellevue City Council and 
was a member of St. John’s 
Lutheran Church Council. He 
is survived by his wife of 19 
years, Rise A. Dowell Henry; 
his children, Melissa and Ellie, 
and their spouses; his father, 
Dale R. Yearick; and his three 
siblings. A funeral service was 
held in August 2011 at St. John’s 
Lutheran Church. 

2001
Timothy Patrick Murphy, on 
May 7. A graduate of Longmead-
ow High School, Tim attended 
Loomis Chaffee before attend-
ing Wesleyan University. While 
at Loomis, Tim was active in 
varsity soccer and baseball. 
Tim is survived by his parents, 
Timothy and Kathleen Mori-
arty Murphy; his two siblings; a 
niece and a nephew. He enjoyed 
all forms of sports and spending 
time with family. A memorial 
Mass was held at St. Catherine 
of Sienna Church in Springfield, 
Mass., on May 15. 

More News
The Alumni Office has learned 
of the passing of John Francis 
Doran ’36 on May 12, 2015; 
Stanley Waycott Dimock ’42 
on May 13, 2015; M. Harrison 
Clark Jr. ’49 on June 4, 2015; 
Richard Colwell ’51 on April 
9, 2015; Jane Shaw Fix ’53 on 
February 4, 2015; Paul Steven 
Hurwit ’63 in November 2014; 
Richard Henry Coutant III ’65 
on June 7, 2015; Grant Wiggins 
’68 on May 26, 2015; and Sarah 
Louise Russell ’73 on May 
20, 2015. More information, as 
available, will be printed in future 
issues.  ©

READERS’ VOICES   

Remembering a Classmate

We’ve lost Jane. We started as a class 
of 16 girls. Peggy Heath joined us 

sophomore year, and we were 17 from then on. 
Before Jane, we lost Jackie Rose Hooper, Gail 
Berquist Hoogasian, and Sallie Roach Dur-
ham. Now Jane.

We remember different things. Filly remem-
bers Jane sitting in the front row, wearing a 
quilted skirt and wide belt. She remembers 
Jane’s ability to speak in lawyerly circumlocu-
tion entanglement phrases. Filly also remem-
bers our having hen parties at Jane’s home.

Betty Jane remembers Jane’s ability on the 
athletic field; Janie comments that Jane wield-
ed her field hockey stick with fierce determi-
nation, a full swing above the head and down 
to the ground to make contact with the ball. 
It was effective, the opposing players wisely 
retreating. Jane and Betty Jane partnered in 
the annual school tennis tournaments and 
advanced up the ladder, well short of winning. 
We all remember Jane contributing to class 
discussions, especially in history, generally 
fluttering her eyes while making a point.

Francine recalls that Jane and Sallie, who read 
historical novels for fun, were able to enter-
tain us all with facts they had gleaned from 
those novels while the rest of us were left with 
what we got from our textbooks. Jane was an 
unabashed intellectual. 

Carolyn, whose parents were friends with 
Jane’s parents, remembers sharing experi-
ences with Jane outside the Chaffee environs, 
including going on a hike that ended with 
them, mostly Jane, writing a poem about a 
haunted house. 

Carolyn, Jane, and Francine remember being 
in Jane’s wedding to John Fix on what was the 
hottest day Hartford had experienced in many 
years. 

Disjointed memories — but memories none-
theless. 

Jane was one of us. 

Carolyn Weeks Barter ’53, Thora Gould 
Johnson ’53, Francine Berth Myles ’53, Jane 
Townsend ’53

Bob Hubbard ’47 the Teacher

My wife and I were saddened to learn 
of Bob Hubbard’s [Robert P. Hubbard 

’47] death. I first met him the summer I was 
tossed from Hotchkiss and enrolled in Was-
sookeag School-Camp to make up credits. As 
an English teacher, Bob had been influenced 
by John Horne Burns, whom he studied 
under at Loomis, and encouraged students to 
work on novels or short stories. Bob loved the 
English language, its rhythm and sound, and 
I can still hear his deep voice as he read aloud 
Hemingway’s “Hills Like White Elephants” 
and other stories to pass rainy Maine after-
noons. Further, he encouraged, rather than 
criticized, students to improve their work. In 
this, he was almost unique among teachers I 
have encountered. I was honored to dedicate 
The James Dean Story (1975) to him. Loomis 
has lost a great son.

Ron Martinetti

We welcome and encourage your opinions 
and reactions. Although letters may be edited 
for clarity, length, and accuracy, they always 
reflect the opinion of the writer and not neces-
sarily that of the school. Please submit com-
ments to Loomis Chaffee Editors, The Loomis 
Chaffee School, 4 Batchelder Road, Windsor 
CT 06095; or magazine@loomis.org.
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

| Alumni and Parent Travel Programs

The Amazon Voyage
April 8_17, 2016
 

Travel aboard the riverboat  
La Estrella Amazonica and explore  

the diverse ecosystems  
of the Amazon River. Consider the 

optional post-voyage expedition to 
Machu Picchu & Cusco.  

Space is limited — inquire today  
and register by October 8.

 
Sponsored by the Alvord Center for 
Global & Environmental Studies and 

the Alumni & Parent  
Relations Office.

 
For more information, visit  

www.loomischaffee.org/travelprograms.
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