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As we find ourselves 
in the midst of another 
school year, talk is flying: 
about what people did 
over break, the major 
Econ project due next 
week, or the boys varsity 
hockey team’s big win 
over Choate. While life 
on the Island can be 
all-encompassing, it is 
important to step back 
and consider the broader 
events of not only the 

United States, but also the rest of the world. Much like 
our frequently-used Harkness table, where everyone 
contributes different viewpoints to liven debate and 
enrich discussion, a global perspective is essential to 
our learning and development as people. Through this 
issue of the World Bulletin, we invite you to explore the 
events of more distant shores and encourage you to 
look beyond our immediate community to that of a 
much larger one, one that we are all members of.

So, peruse this fall/winter issue of the World Bulletin 
and see what your peers have reported on in the wider 
world. Maybe you’ll read up on the controversial 
Sochi Winter Olympics, or deepen your knowledge 
concerning the United States’ recent government 
shutdown. Discussions of France’s illegal immigration, 
Egypt’s struggle for democracy, and the Center for 
Global Studies summer trip to South Africa are all, 
literally, right in your hands. But you don’t have to 
(and shouldn’t!) wait once a term to stay updated 
on issues beyond your backyard. Scroll through the 
headlines as you are making that long trek from 
Founders to Chaffee. Boarders: pick up that copy of 
The New York Times sitting on your dorm’s duty desk. 
Day students: take advantage of a non-communal 
television and catch the evening news once in a 
while with your families at home. With today’s quick 
access to technology, becoming an informed citizen 
of the planet has never been easier. As Microsoft 
founder Bill Gates said, “The Internet is becoming 
the town square for the global village of tomorrow.” 
If every person at Loomis spent a few minutes each 
day learning about important matters beyond the 
Loop, imagine what this dynamic community could 
accomplish! It all starts with opening this issue.

Yours, 
Paige Mickel
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transit country, allowing nearly 80% of its natural 
gas to flow through Ukraine to Europe (eia.gov/U.S. 
Energy Information Administration). Thus, Russia is 
reliant on Ukraine and would not want any outside 
influence, such as the European Union, to deter it 
from cutting its alliance with Russia.

Already, Russia has been successful in getting 
the Southern and Eastern regions to support it in 
moving Ukraine towards closer integration with 
Russia. According to the 2001 Ukrainian census, 
Russian is the native language of approximately 30% 
of Ukrainians, with the largest concentration found 
in the Crimean peninsula and in regions that border 
Russia in the East. (A 2004 public opinion poll by the 
Kiev Institute of Sociology, however, found that as 
many as 46% said they spoke Russian in their homes, 
including 75% or higher in most of the southern and 
eastern regions.) In addition to speaking Russian, 
these people get their news primarily from Russian 
sources, and are adherents of the Russian Orthodox 
Church, which is closely tied with political parties in 
Moscow. 

Yet, taking a trip to the other side of Ukraine 
would seem like entering a different country, 
where Ukrainian is the only language tolerated and 
Ukrainian nationalistic pride shoots from every flag 
and banner hung on each street. Thus, most of these 
people in the protests are coming from the Western 
regions. However, what may be surprising is that even 
the opposition, who are against signing this trade pact 
with the EU, have also joined the protesters in Kiev’s 
Independence Square. Despite their differences, 
the one thing that unites them is the violence that 
this country has been using against its own people. 
It wasn’t until several people caught the police force 
violently attacking strikers in the center of Kiev that 
this issue began to gain wide public attention. Who 
could not look in disgust as several officers beat a poor 
man down until he was unconscious? It finally even 
got the attention of Americans, as the United States 
government has now made public statements that it 
does not in any way condone the violence that the 
Ukrainian government is using against its own people.

It is weird for me to think that this is all occurring 
in the same place that I visited a few months back. 
During my summer break in June, I went to Ukraine 
to visit my friends for a week. The range of reactions 
when I told people where I was headed was comical. 
Many stared at me confused, not knowing where it 
was, others forewarned me to be sage, and even a few 
even encouraged me to go elsewhere. Despite the 

Torn in Two: Ukraine Considers Its Future     by Alexis Giunta ’14

For the past couple of weeks, it has not been an 
uncommon sight to see me several times catching 
up on the news on my phone. I have gotten into a 
continuous habit of checking any resources that 
report on the progression of the protests in Ukraine. 
Interestingly, when the protests first broke out, 
several major broadcasting companies, such as CNN, 
neglected to cover this issue. The only news that 
they seemed to focus on were those that concerned 
American citizens directly. Why had this issue not 

sparked any interest? Maybe it was because this 
situation seemed of no importance at first, simply a 
mere rally that would die off soon. But like they have 
been in the past, the people of Ukraine are not ones 
to give up hope. It is what most awes me about this 
country; despite having a tough and unlucky past, they 
still have managed to maintain hope. It is projected 
through the people everyday who sit in Independence 
Square in the center of Kiev, standing up for their 
belief that Ukraine should sign a trade compact with 
the European Union.

Ukraine’s geopolitical location has always been a 
blessing wrapped within a curse. Sandwiched between 
Russia and the rest of Central Europe, it has been 
stuck between a tug-of-war between Western and 
Russian influence for the economic benefits their land 
can provide for each. Although many Ukrainians want 
to move closer towards Europe, their close culture and 
history with Russia makes their determination seem 
like a nearly impossible task to achieve. Economically, 
Ukraine depends on Russia to supply it with oil that 
is basically free, in exchange for being Russia’s biggest 

People attend a rally organized by supporters of EU integration at 
Maidan Nezalezhnosti, or Independence Square, in central Kiev, 
December 8, 2013.
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range of commentary, my plane tickets were already 
bought and my plans set; I was going to go Ukraine to 
visit my friends.

The trip to Kharkiv, Ukraine was one of the best 
I have ever experienced, and while I recommend that 
people should go, I also highly suggest that you only 
go if you know someone there. With my friends, I was 
brought to places that were relatively safe and I could 
rely on them to translate. Had I gone on my own, I 
would have ended up very lost, for few people speak 
English there. Unlike your typical trip to a western 
European country, Ukraine, particularly Kharkiv, has 
a different feel to it. (Kharkiv, located in the northeast, 
not far from the Russian border, is Ukraine’s second-
largest city.) For instance, one can walk down the street 
and see a new soccer stadium built for the European 
Cup a year ago, next to the largest statue of Vladimir 
Lenin in the country. Ukraine’s past history under the 
Soviet Union and its future endeavors of becoming a 
westernized country clash at every street corner. It 
is incredible to see that even the architecture here 
provides an example of how conflicted Ukrainians 
are about their future, and how tied down they are by 
their past.

For my friends in 
Ukraine, most have 
dreams of becoming 
hockey players. Their 
lives revolve around 
their practices and 
games, and they find 
themselves idolizing 
players like Sidney 
Crosby and Alexander 
Ovechkin who are 
“living the dream.” 
These hockey players 
embody all that my 
friends want to have: 
the guarantee of a 
successful future. With 
such corrupt politics, 
it is merely impossible 
to get a decent job 
unless you finagle your 
way into some high-
up position in the government. Every day, they are 
faced with little ironies that remind them what could 
be, and what, because of their government, is not. 
Schools are poorly funded, but a giant soccer stadium 
was recently built; the police force bribes people for 
money; politicians claim they provide the country 
with security. The only way out of this is sports, which 
not only provides financial stability, but also a way to 
successfully gain a job and live in the United States. 
Hockey is their only way out, unless their country 
changes their future, and this European Union pact 
could be the change.

In short, the Ukraine-EU agreement is merely to 
establish better trading and easier traveling between 
Ukraine and western countries, yet it is a first step 
in a long-term process of it becoming a member of 
the European Union. If it were to achieve such status 
in the future, the benefits could be endless. Ukraine 
would be able to get help in resolving corruption 
and get on track with repairing infrastructure and 
rebuilding its country. All this could have easily been 
achieved if Russia did not discourage them from 
such plans. If the pact is a locked door, Russia is the 
one dangling the key to unlock it in Ukraine’s face. 
Russia is in dire straits to not lose Ukraine to western 
influences, and thus have used all means possible to 
get it to refuse to sign the pact, the most prominent 
being its threat to make Ukraine pay back the billion 
dollar loans it owes for oil. Ukraine’s hands are tied; it 
wants to move forward, but Russia does will not let it.

The uproar and protests all began in late 
November after President Viktor Yanukovych made a 
public announcement following a meeting in Vilnius, 
Lithuania, in which he said that he would not pursue 
the trade pact with the EU. Instead, rumors spread 
that he was entertaining the possibility of going to 

Moscow to sort 
out a trading 
agreement with 
Russia instead. 
From that day 
forward, people 
have been 
p r o t e s t i n g , 
even through 
harsh, cold 
temperatures 
and snow. 
They protest 
for freedom, 
for a country 
whose future 
looks bright 
and listens to 
its people. The 
weather, nor 
the police, nor 
Russia can stop 

them from standing in the square, for if they have been 
able to endure such a painful past, they can physically 
and emotionally go through just about anything.

Whenever I look at the news, I am always 
become reminded of my one friends who is going to 
a university to become a police officer. Seeing all of 
the horrible publicity that they have gotten, I hope 
that my friend can graduate, being able to perform his 
job with moral dignity and justice in a country that 
supports the liberty of its people. It only takes one 
signature on a piece of paper, and Ukraine’s future 
could forever be changed for the better.
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athletes who have trained so hard to qualify; however, 
he has asked for anti-discriminatory measures to 
be implemented. Obama added, “Nobody is more 
offended than me by some of the anti-gay and lesbian 
legislation that you’ve been seeing in Russia” (Laura 
Smith-Spark, “Why Russia’s Sochi Olympics Are Now 

a Battleground for Gay Rights,” 
CNN, 10 August 2013). Obama 
strives to maintain a working 
relationship even through this 
controversial disagreement.

Russian officials, however, 
claim the criticism in unmerited 
and wrong. Putin defended 
the propaganda law at a recent 
news conference, stating, “This 
is about protecting children” 
(Herszenhorn).

Gay rights advocates 
disagree, arguing that the 

vagueness surrounding the law can be used to arrest 
anyone, even international (non-Russian) athletes 
or attendees, and those who aren’t gay but merely 
appear to be in support of gay rights. Critics also mark 
Russia’s repression of gay rights as part of a greater 
effort to put pressure on civil society groups and limit 
foreign influence (Herszenhorn).

With less than 100 days until the Winter Games, 
President Putin assured that everyone would be 
welcome.  His comment came on October 28, after 
he welcomed International Olympic Committee 

President Thomas Bach and 
other sports officials to his 
summer home, also located 
in Sochi.  Putin affirms 
that the government is, 
“doing everything, both the 
organizers and our athletes 
and fans, so that participants 
and guests feel comfortable in 
Sochi, regardless of nationality, 
race or sexual orientation” 
(Associated Press, “Russia: 
Putin Says Sochi Welcomes 

Gays,” The New York Times, 28 October 2013).
Putin plans on spending over $50 billion on 

the February Games and hopes to use them as 
an opportunity to showcase Russia’s post-Soviet 
modernization. Only time will tell whether Putin’s 
most recent statement against discrimination will 
be enforced in February, but hopefully his comment 
marks a new era of LGBT rights in Russia.

Russia’s new anti-gay legislation has led many 
throughout the Western World to question its role 
in hosting the upcoming 2014 Winter Olympics. 
Passed in June by President Vladimir Putin, the 
law bans “the propaganda of nontraditional sexual 
relations” (“Russian Anti-Gay Bill Passes, Protesters 
Detained,” CBS News, 11 June 
2013) and lays out heavy penalties 
for those deemed promoting 
homosexuality to anyone under 
18 years old.

Despite the rapid 
modernization of cosmopolitan 
urban centers like Moscow and St. 
Petersburg, violence against gays 
is widely tolerated throughout 
Russia. Remnants of Soviet 
legislation, which criminalized 
sodomy, are still very present in 
Russia, where many still associate 
homosexuality with pedophilia. Few gay people in 
Russia openly declare their sexual orientation and 
those who do face harsh harassment, writes David M. 
Herszenhorn. In fact, an estimated 88% of Russians 
support Putin’s recent ban on gay propaganda (“Gays 
in Russia Find No Haven, Despite Support From the 
West,” The New York Times, 11 August 2013).

The law “ignited international condemnation 
and blindsided the Kremlin with the sort of toxic 
political controversy that officials had desperately 
hoped to avoid ahead of the Olympic Games in 
Sochi,” says Herszenhorn. 
Almost immediately after 
the introduction of the law, 
athletes across the world spoke 
out in protest. Johnny Weir, an 
openly gay former American 
figure skating champion and 
2008 World bronze medalist, 
who will provide commentary 
along with 1998 women’s 
Olympic gold medalist Tara 
Lipinski, plans to draw 
attention to the injustice of 
this law, stating, “If I get arrested, I get arrested” (“If 
I’m Arrested in Russia, So Be It,” CBS News, 9 August 
2013). Joining Weir in his outcry against the choice of 
Russia to host the Olympics are snowboarder Hannah 
Teter, speed skater Blake Skjellerup, and diver Greg 
Louganis. Furthermore, this September, the popular 
singer Cher said she had declined an invitation to 
perform in Sochi because of the legislation.

President Obama has rejected calls to boycott the 
Sochi Games, as such a move would unfairly punish the 

Homophobic Legislation Puts a Cloud Over Sochi Olympics     
by Leah Rubin ’14

Gay rights activists march in Red Square, Moscow
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All through the summer and fall, newspapers were 
bombarded with headlines regarding Russia. From the 
Olympics to Edward Snowden to the Syria debate in 
the G-20 summit conference, the tension between 
Russia and the United States winds tighter and tighter, 
challenging the two Cold War rivals’ relationship. 
The issue of Russia’s anti-gay laws, enacted in time 
for the 2014 Winter Olympics, to be held in Sochi, 
has sparked an ideological conflict from the two sides 
of the world. With a law that “makes it a crime to 
promote LGBT equality in public,” Russia steps into 
a “dangerous” territory that threatens the American 
ideology to “[protect] human rights and fundamental 
freedoms of all people” (Embassy of the United 

States, “Sochi Olympics 2014,” Moscow.USEmbassy.
gov). Reactions boiled upon the announcement of the 
new law. Many cited the ideals of the Olympic Games, 
claiming that this global event should not restrict 
individual freedoms. Olympians themselves voiced 
their opinions on this issue, attacking the law, calling 
it “an embarrassment” and “hypocritical and unfair” 
(Liz Clarke and Rick Maese, “U.S. Olympians Address 
Russia Anti-Gay Law in Advance of 2014 Sochi 
Games,” The Washington Post, 30 September 2013). The 
event became national when the idea of boycotting 
the Olympics emerged. Obama, however, insisted 
that the United States won’t boycott the Olympics, 
but he still attacked the morality of the anti-gay law. 
During conferences, the President stated: “if Russia 
doesn’t have gay or lesbian athletes, then it’ll probably 
make their team weaker” (David Jackson, “Obama: No 
Russian Olympic Boycott,” USAToday.com, 9 August 
2013). Evidently the President felt disappointed with 
the new law, but he still wished to protect a decent 
relationship with Russia. 

Edward Snowden, the former National Security 
Agency (NSA) contractor and CIA employee who 
released thousands of classified documents to the 

media, also made 
headlines with his 
success in finding 
refuge in Russia rather 
than face a criminal 
trial back home in the 
U.S. From Snowden’s 
personal statement, 
he angrily attacked 
the way the President 
[Obama] denies any 
asylum petitions 
as “not justice” 
(“Statement from 
Edward Snowden in 
Moscow,” WikiLeaks.
org, 1 July 2013). From 
that statement and another to a Human Rights 
group in Moscow, condemning the American action 
as a “warning to all others who might speak out as 
I have” (“Statement by Edward Snowden to Human 
Rights Groups at Moscow’s Sheremetyevo Airport,” 
WikiLeaks.org, 12 July 2013), Snowden heightened the 
tension between the two countries by denouncing his 
own.

A key highlight of the G-20 meeting in September 
was the situation in Syria. Again, two major camps 
emerged: the U.S. and Russia. The White House 
produced a joint statement arguing for a condemnation 
of the use of chemical weapons. It points to evidence 
such as a “horrific chemical weapons attack in the 
suburbs of Damascus,” “commit[ment] to supporting 
longer term international efforts,” and “human rights 
violations in Syria” (“Joint Statement on Syria,” 
WhiteHouse.gov, 6 September 2013). Russian President 
Vladimir Putin, on the other hand, contested the 
legitimacy of such a huge reaction. He stated that 
attacking Syria would be “illegal” and that it was a 
“provocation” by oppositions (“Obama, Putin Fail 
to Resolve Differences on Syria,” VOAnews.com, 6 
September 2013). The argument encouraged many 
nations to participate and choose a side, but no 
clear victor arose. President Obama left the G-20 
conference hoping for Congressional endorsement 
(Bridget Kendall, “Syria Crisis: No Clear Winner in 
Russia-U.S. G-20 Duel,” BBC News, 6 September 2013). 
While many of these events seem to exacerabate an 
already deteriorating relationship between the United 
States and Russia, both countries currently sustain 
neutrality in face of ideological differences, views on 
spies, and opinions of Syria. These discussions tread 
the thin line of attack, but they are nothing more than 
legitimate debates.

The United States & Russia: A Chilly Relationship Gets Colder     
by Jenny Li ’14

Russian President Vladimir Putin with 
U.S. President Barack Obama

Edward Snowden
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Illegal immigration into France has posed a 
severe problem, especially impacting the homeless 
population, which has almost doubled in the last ten 
years (Letizia Orlandi, “France’s Homeless Population 
Doubles,” Welfare Society Territory, 2 July 2013). One 
of the main groups of illegal immigrants, the Roma, 
sometimes referred to as “gypsies,” has greatly 
contributed to this growth of people living on the 
streets. Groups of the Roma live in shantytowns on the 
outskirts of French cities. The French government has 
been closing down these communities and deporting 
the inhabitants who entered the country illegally. 
President Francois Hollande and his government face 

the difficult decision of how to deal with these people 
and their settlements. Despite initial promises to 
improve the situation for these immigrants, Hollande 
has done little to change the policy left in place by 
his predecessor, Nicolas Sarkozy. In 2012, this system 
resulted in the deportation of 12,841 citizens of 
Romania and Bulgaria, the main countries from which 
the Roma emigrate (Steven Erlanger, “Treatment 
Still Harsh for Roma in France,” New York Times, 3 
June 2013). France’s Interior Minister, Manuel Valls, 
has deported 10,174 illegal immigrants in the first 
half of this year (“France Cracks Down on ‘Illegal’ 
Immigrants, Roma,” Press TV, 20 October 2013) and 
defends his position on deportation, claiming that 
France cannot integrate the estimated 20,000 Roma 
migrants. Others in France don’t support this view, 
especially in light of a recent case in which a teenage girl 
was wrongfully deported while on the bus for a school 
trip. However, effective January 1, 2014, citizens from 
Romania and Bulgaria will be allowed to work and 
travel throughout the other European Union member 
countries. This privilege comes into effect seven 
years after the countries joined the Union. However, 
even this measure causes other disputes as people 
begin to worry that these immigrants will continue 
coming and claiming French jobs and putting a strain 

on limited resources at a time when so many French 
are suffering from unemployment. Others worry that 
these immigrants will benefit from French welfare. 

In the past and present, Roma families have not 
endeared themselves to the French. The Roma rely on 
every member of their family to help support them, 
even the children. When unable to find jobs due to a 
lack of papers, members of the family, especially the 
children, resort to stealing and sometimes prostitution 
in order to support their families or to avoid a beating 
from their elders. Some Roma prostitutes in the Gare 
du Nord (train station) in Paris “are as young as 14, 
though they insist they are older; some are 16 and 
married, sometimes with children” (Erlanger). In one 
court case, a group of Roma were accused of selling 
child brides, for up to $270,000, part of their value 
based on their ability to steal (Dan Bilefsky, “Are the 
Roma Primitive, or Just Poor?,” New York Times, 19 
October 2013). Many similar court cases have been 
brought up in France regarding the Roma’s illegal 
activities and thefts; in some cases the ringleader of 
the gang of thieves turned out to be a grandmother or 
a grandfather.

Illegal immigration is not an issue unique to France. 
Many countries are flooded with refugees from 
other countries seeking new lives. These immigrants 
are usually treated as the unwanted outsiders, 
placing stress on their host country’s political and 
social structures. Long standing problems have led 
governments and social justice groups to look at new 
paths to citizenship in an attempt to integrate these 
migrants into communities and help them carve a 
place for themselves in their new chosen homes.

France and the Roma (Not Tomatoes!)     by Maisie Campbell ’15

Colorful burkas at Place du Trocadéro in Paris

Young Roma children attend a preschool class in September 
in the abjectly poor Roma settlement of Ponorata in Romania. 
France is an increasingly popular destination for such children 
and their families.
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Although Africa is often perceived as a continent 
of vast savannahs lined with baobab trees, and full 
of lions creeping among the brush, upon flying into 
the extremely well-kempt Cape Town airport our 
perceptions changed immediately. With an evidently 
upgraded infrastructure and diverse landscape, the 
stigma surrounding Africa as a continent lacking 
modernization and stability disappeared from our 
minds; change was apparent here.

I, along with a diverse group of nine 
fellow Loomis students, English teacher 
Sally Knight, History teacher Meg 
Blunden, and Marley Matlack, Associate 
Director of the Center for Global Studies, 
arrived in Cape Town to breathtaking 
views of the convergence of the Atlantic 
and Indian oceans. We met Desmond 
Tutu, the first black Archbishop of Cape 
Town, as well as a social rights activist 
who rose to fame in the 1980s as a strong 
opponent of apartheid. Having the great 
fortune to join Tutu at his church, St. 
George’s Cathedral, for his early morning 
service, our group was lucky enough to be 
in the presence of a Nobel Peace Prize 
winner.

We also learned about the deep 
history of apartheid, visiting the 
townships once designated for black 
men and women displaced by a set of 
discrimination laws called Group Areas Act. Traveling 
through this large expanse of shantytowns it was 
apparent that apartheid, in effect from roughly 1948 
to 1994, continues to divide South African whites and 
blacks geographically and regionally. The effects of 
the Afrikaner National Party still pervade Cape Town 
District 6, a unique neighborhood where a diverse 
group of Indians, blacks, and colored people once 
lived. Memories of an era of institutionalized racial 
segregation were still fresh in the minds of everyone 
we met, and proactive growth was apparent at the 
African Leadership Academy (ALA) in Johannesburg.

 The Academy consists of girls and boys from 
each country of the continent who spoke of their 
progressive education, with innovative teaching 
methods such as Harkness table discussions. Our 
group was able to talk with students from Nigeria to 
Egypt about how to solve the more prominent issues 
lying ahead for Africa. Often times, people tend to 
see Africa as one whole entity rather than the vast, 

diverse continent that it is; at ALA, it became clear 
to us that each nation has its own unique history 
and personality that couldn’t be swept up into one 
generalized stereotype or be fixed by one sweeping 
piece of legislation.

After ALA we visited Kruger National Park. Our 
time at Kruger was amazing; it was defined not only 
by the abundance of wildlife that we saw during our 
morning and afternoon game drives, but also by the 

rangers who, with exhilarating efficiency, spotted packs 
of lions, cheetahs chasing after gazelles, and hippos 
wading in the shallow rivers. While on the safari our 
group witnessed a raging wildfire, which had caused 
the whole savannah to go up in flames. The brilliant 
light radiating from the immense flames stood as an 
amazing sight, still vivid in all of our minds.

After the adrenaline-charged visit to Kruger we had 
a humbling experience at the Kwanare School, a run-
down elementary school. At the school we witnessed 
first hand the severe lack of teachers and classrooms. 
The stark difference between the amount of resources 
here at Loomis and the absence of resources at the 
Kwanare School allowed our group to understand that 
underneath the glossy surface of progress, essential 
entities such as education still needed improvement. 
Organizing the classrooms, painting murals, putting 
up soccer posts, and handing out Tutu desks (portable 
desks that we had received from the Tutu Desk 
Organization in Cape Town), Loomis left a lasting 

The Loomis Chaffee group with South African social rights activist and 1984 Nobel 
Peace Prize winner, the retired Archbishop Desmond Tutu

“This Time for Africa!” 
Reflections from a Trip to South Africa    by Rashi Dua ’15

africa
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mark upon the school. Our 
two and half week sojourn 
made South Africa seem a lot 
closer than expected. From 
eating crocodile to playing 
rugby, we absorbed the 
unique South African culture 
molded by a mélange of 
nationalities. Our group made 
sound global connections 
and unforgettable memories 
together.

A Vicious Cycle: U.S. Anti-Terrorism Efforts in Africa     
by Julia Song ’15

Since the chilling shooting in late September that 
left more than 200 dead, wounded, or missing at a 
mall in Nairobi, Kenya (Jason Straziuso, “Nairobi 
Mall Shooting: Kenyan Minister Says 59 Dead In 
Mall Attack,” The New York Times, 22 September 2013), 
U.S. concern over the state of terrorism in Africa has 
escalated to an all-time-high. Civilians of all ages, 
including several Americans and close relatives of the 
Kenyan president, helplessly faced certain death as 
their shooters casually strolled through the shopping 
center with machine guns in hand. Shortly after the 
massacre, Somalia-based Al-Shabaab, an extreme 
Islamist militant group that has been linked to Al 
Qaeda, claimed all responsibility for the massacre 
(Abdi Guled, Jason Straziuso, and Kimberly Dozier, 
“U.S. Launches Raids in Somalia and Libya,” Huffington 
Post, 5 October 2013) through multiple tweets prior 
to their account’s suspension. This disaster not only 
left much of the globe distraught and fearful, but also 
triggered a swift response on the part of the U.S.

The United States Navy attempted a raid on the 
terrorist group on October 4 by approaching its 
beachfront territory, only to face a brutal counterattack 
by ready gunmen; the SEAL Team Six that successfully 
assassinated Osama bin 
Laden was forced to abort 
its Somalian mission 
without confirmation of 
the target’s death (Guled, 
Straziuso, and Dozier).  
Luckily, the Navy suffered 
no casualties.

Meanwhile, the U.S. 
made a more successful 
counterterrorism effort 
on the northern coast of 
Africa.  Libya, a mostly 
Islamic nation located 
in between Egypt and 
Algeria, currently suffers 

from lawlessness and huge regional divisions in the 
aftermath of its civil war in 2011. Here, American 
forces swiftly captured Abu Anas al Libi, a man wanted 
by the U.S. government for more than a decade for 
his alleged role in the devastating 1998 bombings of 
American embassies in Kenya.  Agents arrested al 
Libi in a relatively peaceful manner, intercepting him 
on his return home from morning prayers (L. Carol 
Ritchie, “U.S. Captures Al Qaeda Leader After Raids 
In Libya And Somalia,” NPR.org, 6 October 2013).  
The U.S. was in for a surprise, however, when the 
Libyan government refused to cooperate, and dubbed 
the premeditated move a “kidnapping” of one of its 
citizens.

Because Al Libi has already faced two trials in 
the federal court of the American justice system, 
speculations about the morality and validity of this 
man’s hearings in the United States have arisen.  
Although a terrorist who has already killed multiple 
people––American or otherwise––the unusual nature 
of his status as a foreigner places his case in a gray 
area. Some sympathize with him due to his rapidly-
declining health stemming from a worsened existent 
lung infection (Abu Anas al Libi Q&A: “Will Al Qaeda 

Suspect Survive Trial?,” 
The Week, 23 October 2013) 
and wonder if the U.S. 
government even holds the 
right to determine the fate 
of an ill foreigner, albeit a 
markedly dangerous one.

The whirlwind of 
events that took place 
in northern Africa over 
the course of the last two 
months has left affairs in 
even more confusion than 
before. The U.S. acted 
lawlessly to counter even 
more lawless acts, but the 

Civilians who had been hiding in the Westgate mall in Nairobi are 
led to safety by armed police



12

dismissed financial aid from other countries; that 
year it ceased requesting assistance from the United 
States. In 2007, it rejected $200 million from the 
United Nations (The Associated Press, “Eritrea: 
Report Tallies Repression,” The New York Times, 9 May 
2013). According to Afworki, reliance on others will 
only keep Eritrea trapped in a cycle of constant need 
for help. He refuses to be in debt to anyone or any 
country. 

In a similar fashion, Afworki made forced physical 
labor, or “national service,” mandatory for Eritreans. 
Because soldiers were treated poorly and paid meager 
wages, hundreds decided to rebel against President 

Afworki’s authority in January 2013 
when they invaded the Ministry of 
Information (Jeffrey Gettlemen, 
“Coup Attempt by Rebel Soldiers Is 
Said to Fail in Eritrea,” The New York 
Times, 21 January 2013).  However, they 
only managed to reach the director’s 
office, where they forced him to read 
a statement on air calling for the 
release of political prisoners. Shortly 
after, the broadcast was unexpectedly 
interrupted. Following the break-in, it 
was unclear what the government did 
to the renegade soldiers, and how they 
handled this situation. Many assumed 
that the men were most likely tortured 
and killed. 

Eritrea’s economic improvements 
are undeniably impressive, but 

its coercive policies toward its people are simply 
lamentable. Recent events have sparked questions 
over whether their natural prerogatives still exist, 
and whether Eritrea is a truly advancing country. 
Nevertheless, historians argue that without Afworki’s 
dominant rule, Eritrea would have never shed its 
cover to emerge as a nation. After all, it was because 
of Afworki’s capability that Eritrea was able to end the 
Eritrean-Ethiopian war and finally gain independence.

Under the leadership of President Isaias Afworki, 
Eritrea in the 1990s was the epitome of optimism 
in Africa as a country that had surpassed the 
expectations of the world by having a low crime rate, 
a low mortality rate, and relative ethnic harmony. As 
measured by numerous UN health indicators, Eritrea 
has a higher malaria prevention and immunization 
record than its neighbors (www.infoplease.com). Thus, 
major countries like the U.S., which had financially 
supported Eritrea, received promising feedback, 
and hoped that other African countries could mimic 
Eritrea’s progress.

Yet, since the early 2000’s, a shadow has been 
cast over this archetype of social and 
political stability. Afworki, ruling 
a one-party state, has used vicious 
methods to assert his authority. Often 
using repressive measures to suppress 
subjects who disagree with his ideals, 
he has stirred fear in the hearts of his 
people. As citizens grow increasingly 
fearful of Afworki’s harsh dictums, 
Eritrea is undeniably beginning to 
resemble North Korea. In fact, the 
Press Freedom Index, published by 
Reporters Without Borders, has ranked 
Eritrea as one of the countries 
with the least freedom of press for 
five consecutive years, since 2007, 
followed only by North Korea. Each 
month, 3,000 Eritreans flee their 
despotic country (“Thousands of 
Eritreans ‘Abducted to Sinai for Ransom’” BBC News 
Africa, 4 December 2013).

Currently, there is only one political party that 
exists in Eritrea—the Eritrean People’s Liberation 
Front (EPLF). Also, religious freedom is scarce as the 
government only officially recognizes four religions: 
Eritrean Orthodox, Roman Catholic, Lutheran and 
Sunni Islam. It is upsetting that so many basic aspects 
of freedom are absent in such a potentially prosperous 
country. Eritrea also seems to have a self-reliance 
policy, and since 2005, the government readily has 

Isaias Afworki, President of Eritrea

combination of these attacks may trigger another such 
tragedy. Capturing or eliminating single leaders of 
such terrorist organizations will eventually be simply 
not enough. Al Qaeda has clearly wrought enormous 
havoc even after the death of Osama bin Laden 
two and a half years ago, even though many people 
believed that the elimination of his central presence 
would catalyze the downfall of Al Qaeda’s depraved 
regime. Our Secretary of State John Kerry assured, 
“Members of al Qaeda...can run but they can’t hide,” 
(Barbara Starr, Evan Perez, and Greg Botelho, “U.S. 

Military Forces Strike in Libya, Somalia; Capture 
Wanted al Qaeda Leader,” CNN, 6 October 2013) but 
uncaptured fugitives seem to escape further, regroup, 
and enumerate in reaction to every capture of an Al 
Qaeda leader.

Relations between these African nations and the 
U.S. have fluctuated and worsened in light of recent 
events. The future of diplomacy between the U.S. and 
these countries remains in jeopardy, but hopefully we 
will be able to reach a conclusive resolution in the 
near future.

Eritrea: Hope of the New Africa?     by Natasia Nabila ’16
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African countries are often considered the most 
politically intriguing due to their array of diverse 
tribal heritages. The different tribes living under 

the name of one 
official country, with 
several capitals—
the government’s, 
the rebels’, and the 
industrial capital—
can lead to political 
unrest within a 
country’s borders.

Compared to 
its northern, more 
stable, neighbors 
whose Arab culture 
lessens the influence 
of tribes, Sudan 
suffers more from 
tribal strife, a major 
contributor to the 
Sudanese civil war. 
Sudan happens to be 

in its current, downtrodden position due to Islamic 
greed, but it was first set upon that trajectory by the 
colonial greed of the west.

Great Britain had the most influence on the 
formation of Sudan, as it had with several other Arab 
countries in the 19th and 20th centuries. It started 
when the Ottoman Empire requested help from the 
British to prevent the Orabi Revolt in Sudan, which 
aimed to put an end to the mismanagement of Khedive 
(the title given to the Ottoman Governor over 
modern-day Egypt and Sudan) Muhammad Tewfik 
Pasha. His father, Isma’il Pasha, led the Egyptian 
troops to conquer the final parts of Sudan in the name 
of the Ottoman Empire. Sudan was far from stable as 
its people refused to be oppressed by the corrupted 
Khedives, forcing Britain to 
continue intervening on the 
Ottomans’ behalf. In order 
to tighten its grip on Sudan, 
Britain began treating the 
previously Ottoman territory 
as its own colony. Britain 
also divided the colony into 
two separate territories that 
were run differently; the 
north consisted of Muslims, 
while the south consisted 
of Christians. After the 
end of World War I and, 
consequently, the Ottoman 
Empire, Britain declared Fuad 
I the Sultan of the Kingdom of 

Sudan & South Sudan: Destined for Divorce     by Yusuf Alnawakhtha ’14

Egypt and Sudan. Egyptian and Sudanese nationalists 
were not content with being ruled by a single governor 
and instead protested for independence. Not wanting 
to loosen its grip on either country, Britain refused 
the request. The Egyptian Revolution of 1952 came 
along and overthrew British rule, placing Egypt under 
nationalist leadership. Muhammad Naguib, the first 
president of Egypt, declared Egypt independent from 
Sudan. Britain continued to face uprisings in Sudan 
and decided to hold polls to determine whether or not 
the Sudanese people wanted to remain under British 
rule. Polls showed a clear opposition to British rule 
and in 1956 Ismail Al-Azhari was elected as the first 
Prime Minister of Sudan.

During the short period of British colonization 
of Sudan, it is important to note that the people of 
Sudan only had the option to decide if they wanted 
British occupation or not. Religion, land, and political 
districts were never discussed or considered an issue, 
and thus these concerns festered behind the scenes, 
eventually erupting into Sudan’s civil war. At the time 
of Sudan’s independence, and up until South Sudan’s 
independence in July 2011, Sudan was considered 
very religiously diverse. The northern parts of Sudan 
were mainly occupied by Muslims, with the country 
growing increasingly Christian in the south. Southern 
Sudan was mainly occupied by tribes of several diverse 
religions and did not follow Shari’ah law.

In the 1970s, the Muslim Brotherhood began 
to gain considerable power in the country. They 
attempted, through their political party, the National 
Islamic Front, to spread Islam across the country and 
unite Sudan as a Muslim nation. However, Islamizing 
the south ended up being much harder than expected. 
It soon became evident that one united Islamic state 
would not be able to peacefully or successfully include 
the Christian south. The southern tribes were already 
considering a revolution against the boundaries drawn 

by the British; as the Muslim 
Brotherhood continued to 
advocate Islam in the south 
and attempted to enforce 
Islamic law on the region, 
the tension between the 
north and the south rose to 
an all-time high. The Muslim 
Brotherhood justified their 
religious supremacy and 
convinced fellow Sudanese 
Muslims to take arm against 
their non-Muslim brothers. 
Soon enough, the fate of 
Sudan was written in stone--
war and division.

The first Prime Minister of Sudan,
Ismail Al-Azhari
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One of the more common stereotypes of Arabs 
is their stubborn inability to take a joke. God forbid 
anyone makes a comical or funny video about Arabs--
next thing you know three embassies go up in flames, 
two civil wars are initiated, and a king gets overthrown. 
Granted, this high level of sensitivity comes mainly 
from Muslims rather than from Arabs. When was the 
last time Egyptian Coptics (a sect of Christianity) or 
Syrian Jews made the news by being offended over a 
joke? Still, understanding that Islam plays a large role 
in Arab culture when it comes to satire, I will not 
attempt to distinguish very much between the two.

The Arabic language itself, although sounding quite 
intimidating to foreign ears, is filled with humorous 
vocabulary. In fact, most conversations that take place 
in the Arab world involve offensive and often vulgar 
humor targeted towards someone present. So, can we 
diagnose this as a case of Arabs not being able to have 
a taste of their own medicine? No--it’s actually much 
more subtle. There’s an unspoken list of three taboos 
when it comes to satire in the Arab world: religion, 
politics, and family. The last one is just a matter of 
pride, since Arabs live in a highly family-based society. 
However, political satire is different from one Arab 
country to the next: though it may be banned in 
countries like Saudi Arabia, it is the most popular 
form of comedy in Lebanon. The stance a nation 
takes is defined by its leading party; monarchies and 
dictatorships tend not to take kindly to that. Under 
those regimes it is safer to rob a bank than to mention 
the Prime Minister’s lazy eye. Sensitivity towards 
jokes targeted at religion could be explained simply, 
but instead let’s accept it with blind faith. In fact, 
blind faith is the core behind it.

Now here comes the surprising part: the Arab 
world actually has a fair 
number of comedians. 
So why are they unheard 
of, or at least relatively 
unknown? Well, think of 
how many comedians you 
know who primarily speak 
in a language you don’t. 
To put Arabian satire in 
perspective, take Bassem 
Youssef, for example. 
Bassem is a former heart 
surgeon-turned-political 
satirist who hosts “El-
Bernameg,” the Egyptian 
version of “The Daily 

Show.” Yes, I realize 
I just listed political 
satire as a taboo and 
I did so with good reason: Bassem is now in refuge 
in the UAE (United Arab Emirates), having escaped 
Egypt after making one reference to blind patriotism 
in what otherwise would have been an acceptable 
hour-long first episode of his third season. The reason 
he managed to finish two seasons initially is that he 
was targeting an unpopular government that was run 
by an unpopular group--the Muslim Brotherhood. 
Even then he was sentenced to prison for making fun 
of the president’s hat.

So what is the fate of Arab satirists? Probably 
a career behind a computer screen. Thanks to the 
cyber age, Arab comedy has actually witnessed a 
sudden boom (pun intended), mainly represented 
by YouTube videos and satirical articles. One of the 
most popular sources of Arab comedy at the moment 
is the Pan-Arabia Enquirer, considered The Onion of 
the Arab world. Headlines of the paper include: “Al 

Qaeda to acquire Snapchat 
in $5 Billion Deal” and 
“Saudi cleric warns that 
allowing women to drive 
could ‘enable them to get 
to places of sin quicker.’” 
Arabs are more fond of 
comedy than stereotypes 
make them out to be, 
but as long as dictators 
and religious clerics 
keep telling them what’s 
out of line, satirists will 
continue to live in fear of 
being stoned--sometimes 
literally.

Comedy in the Arab World? Yeah, No Joke!     by Yusuf Alnawakhtha ’14

middle east

Former Egyptian President Mohamed Morsi and the famous hat 
that got Bassem Youssef in such trouble

Egyptian comedian Bassem Youssef
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temporary coalition government in order to oversee 
the parliamentary elections and the revision of 
Egypt’s constitution. However, his attempts to 
placate the armed forces were not successful, and they 
placed Morsi under house arrest, alongside several of 
his biggest supporters. The Egyptian people flooded 
the streets, some in celebration of the deposition of 
a hated leader, and some in anger over what they saw 
as a coup d’état by the armed forces. In the ensuing 
chaos, at least eight people were killed, and 340 were 
wounded (Wedemen, Sayah, and Smith).

In the aftermath of Morsi’s ouster, the armed 
forces appointed Adly Mansour, the head of Egypt’s 
Supreme Constitutional Court, to the position of 
temporary president. He was sworn in on July 4, 
2013, while the armed forces suspended Egypt’s 
constitution, on the promise of creating a more diverse 
government, rather than one that leaned towards 
Islam as the prior government had under Morsi’s 
rule. Morsi held a position as a prominent member 
of the Islamic Brotherhood. Mansour’s appointment 
and Morsi’s ouster were met with both approval and 
protest. Some declared the military’s intervention a 
“revolution” (Wedemen, Sayah, and Smith), whereas 
some decried it as a coup d’état, claiming that a true 
democratic government would never recognize such a 
blatant power play as legitimate.

On November 13, 2013, Morsi released a statement 
proclaiming that he was still the true president of the 
Republic of Egypt. In the statement, he explained 
that he had been kidnapped on July 2 by the Republic 
Guard, and was taken three days afterwards to a nearby 
naval base, where he had been held for the past four 
months (Tom Watkins, “Egypt’s Morsi Says He’s Still 
the Legitimate President,” CNN.com, 13 November 
2013). After his court hearing on November 4, 2013, he 
was taken to the Borg Al-Arab Prison in Alexandria, 
which serves as one of Egypt’s most heavily guarded 
prisons. He claimed he had yet to meet with any 

representatives of the armed 
forces, or of the Egyptian media. 
Legally speaking, Morsi faces 
charges of incitement to murder, 
in the wake of the deaths that 
occurred during anti-Morsi 
protests in December 2012, and 
these charges could lead to the 
death penalty. As of his statement 
on November 13, Morsi had yet 
to recognize the court, and as 
such, the hearing was adjourned 
until January 8, 2014. Time shall 
tell where this failed democratic 
experiment leads Egypt.

Not all experiments in democracy turn out 
successfully. In the aftermath of 2011’s overthrow of 
Egypt’s Hosni Mubarak, Egypt’s attempts to install 
a democratic system of government have met with 

more obstacles than successes. As Mubarak fell from 
power, Egypt’s military, which has played a powerful 
role in Egypt’s governmental system for six decades 
(Ben Wedeman, Reza Sayah, and Matt Smith, “Coup 
Topples Egypt’s Morsi; Deposed President Under 
‘House Arrest’,” CNN.com, 4 July 2013), seized direct 
power for a year and a half, until the Egyptian people 
elected Mohamed Morsi under the new democratic 
system of government. However, under Morsi’s rule, 
Egyptian discontent continued to brew, as Morsi was 
unable to follow through on his promises to stabilize 
the economy or impose order on the streets, with 
violence and sexual assault still running rampant. 
Furthermore, in November Morsi decreed that the 
courts could not review his decrees, asserting himself 
as someone above the democratic law. In consequence, 
Egyptian protests continued to escalate while 
Morsi’s rule grew increasingly 
authoritarian, and the military, 
as an active participant in the 
governmental process, decided 
to intervene. On July 1, 2013, 
the armed forces demanded 
reforms in Morsi’s government, 
accusing him of failing to 
achieve the goals of the people, 
and of failing to share power 
with the opposition, General 
Abdel-Fatah El-Sisi. They gave 
him 48 hours to institute some 
sort of governmental reform, 
and Morsi attempted to appease 
the military by proposing a 

Egypt’s Failed Experiment With Democracy     by Sam Verney ’14

Deputy Prime Minister, Gen. Abdel-Fatah el-Sisi

Interim president Adly Mansour
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decided to propose a very agreeable solution, and a 
quite logical one: it demanded that Syria transfer all 
of its chemical weapons to international inspectors 
by the middle of 2014, at which point they would 
be destroyed. By agreeing to this compromise, Syria 
would avoid military strikes by the U.S., France, or 
other western powers. The plan was described by 
many as “drastic,” “impossible,” and “too pressurizing” 
(Broad). However, the U.S., Britain, and France wanted 

these chemical weapons to be 
gone and, therefore, supported 
Russia’s effort at negotiations. 
There had been plans in 
place by President Obama 
to approve attacks on Syria 
in order to force Bashad to 
give up his chemical weapons, 
but now these attacks seem 
unnecessary.

In formulating the plan 
and decision, peace was the 
most central goal. Everyone 
involved understood the fact 
that any military action taken 
could definitely culminate in, 

at the very least, another extremely violent act like 
that of August 2013 or, even worse, a full-blown war. 
However, the plan presented by Russia solved the 
main issues, the chemical weapons, and that solution 
would, in turn, ease the rest of the related problems. 
Thus, the U.S. decided to accept and follow this plan.

To support the solution, inspectors are currently 
heading to Syria from the United Nations and other 
agencies, ready to determine the type and number of 
chemical weapons in Syria’s possession. Everything 
is documented, and this information will be relayed 
when it comes time for destruction. This does 
not mean that all violence in Syria has ceased. In 
October, a suicide bomber killed at least 30 people at 
a military checkpoint (Ben Hubbard, “Bomber Tied 
to Al Qaeda Kills Dozens in Syrian City,” The New 
York Times, 20 October 2013). The violent attacks all 
over Syria continue to occur. The U.S. is only able to 
avoid military action due to the Russian disarmament 
plan (Frederick Pleitgen and Nick Thompson, 
“Syria’s Chemical Weapons Inspectors Prepare for 
Unprecedented Mission,” CNN.com, 17 October 2013).

The Syria situation is at a standstill. While the 
inspections are occurring, destroying them will have 
to wait. Not a lot of drastic action can being taken at 
the moment; with the mountain of violence in Syria, 
every step has to be carefully planned. All of these 
inspectors and investigators must be cautious and 
meticulous in their work. No one wants to upset the 
precarious balance.

The crisis in Syria has captured the world’s 
attention with its deadly combination of frightening 
domestic violence and threats of a “chemical weapons 
arsenal.” The question on many Americans’ minds 
throughout all of this has been: What exactly is going 
on? And how could the U.S. possibly avoid action?

The main problem stems from March 2011, when 
the Syrian government began to incarcerate school 
children as government rebels opened fire at civilian 
protests and gatherings, killing 
five (“What’s Happening in 
Syria and Will the Violence 
End?,” BBC.com, 12 December 
2013). Since then, the violence 
in Syria has continued at an 
alarming pace. Rebels have 
emerged as an opposing force 
to the government, though 
they have divided themselves 
into many different groups, 
all wishing to overthrow 
President Bashar al-Assad and 
his regime.

The world soon arrived at 
the conclusion that military 
action had to be taken. On August 21, 2013, sarin gas, 
a dangerous and fatal chemical weapon, was used to 
kill around 1,400 people in areas around Damascus, 
the capital. Perhaps the culmination of the violence 
and the use of chemical weapons have spurred some 2 
million refugees, many of them children, into fleeing to 
other countries that surround Syria. (William Broad, 
“If History Is Any Measure, the Clock Is Ticking,” 
The New York Times, 15 September 2013 and Ashley 
Killough and Tom Cohen, “Obama To Take His Case 
on Syria to American People on Tuesday,” CNN.com, 6 
September 2013). The level of violence and corruption 
in the country is simply too much for people to 
withstand. After the use of chemical weapons, the 
U.S, Great Britain, and France became very involved 
in hoping to resolve the conflict. The U.S. and France, 
especially, pushed for missile strikes against Syria, 
and maybe for further military action. Taking a cue 
from past chemical weapons issues, notably those 
involving former Libyan dictator Colonel Muammar 
Gaddafi and former Iraqi President Saddam Hussein, 
the nations decided to force Syria into destroying all 
chemical weapons in their possession (Broad). But 
what leverage did they have if Syria decided not to?

One country has successfully stopped Syria, Libya, 
and Iraq from pursuing this military course: Russia. 
Though it granted Syria chemical weapons in the 
past, Russia does not want any military action to take 
place in a country that it supported, and it does not 
want to be blamed in any respect to this crisis. Russia 

A Syrian boy sits in the rubble of house which was 
destroyed during a military operation by the Syrian 
army in April 2012, in the town of Taftanaz.

Syria: Crisis Averted?    by Ramal Rauf ’17
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ASEAN, or Association of South East Asian 
Nations, is the counterpart of the European Union 
(EU) or North American Free Trade Agreement 
(NAFTA) in South East 
Asia. The organization 
was formed in 1967 by 
Indonesia, Malaysia, the 
Philippines, Singapore 
and Thailand, resulting 
from the fear of the 
growing presence of 
communism in the 
region. Since then, there 
have been multiple 
geopolitical incidents 
that heavily changed the 
face of the organization, 
the fall of Soviet Union 
and the Khmer Rouge 
among them. With the 
addition of Brunei, 
Burma (Myanmar), Cambodia, 
Laos, and Vietnam, ASEAN 
has shifted from being a political entity to an 
economic-based organization that assists its members 
financially and provides them with opportunities for 
free trade.

In comparison with other supranational unions, 
ASEAN is one of the most 
diverse and multicultural. Unlike 
the “Christian Club” of the EU, 
ASEAN welcomes all types of 
religions: Mahayana Buddhism, 
Theravada Buddhism, 
Christianity, Islam, Hinduism 
and Taoism are among its 
adherents. With its strategic 
position bordering the South 
China Sea and Andaman Sea—
the most active region in the 
world and its four cultural bases: 
Indian, Islamic and European 
waves, ASEAN represents one 
of the most multiethnic regions 
in the world.

With its natural resources, 
strategic position and human 
capital, ASEAN has full potential to be one of the 
strongest socioeconomic organizations in the world. 
However, this diverse region still has to overcome 
multiple internal and external challenges. Despite the 

surface unity of the region, conflicts and disputes still 
prevail due to discrimination and a resistance to post-
nationalism. From the Saffron conflict in Myanmar, 

where religious monks 
stepped into the 
sphere of politics, 
to the Bumiputera, 
the Malaysian 
government’s tool to 
discriminate towards 
Chinese and Indian 
Malaysians, the 
political leaders of 
ASEAN countries need 
to manage the region’s 
diversity–to maximize 
its utility and minimize 
the discrepancy. In 
addition, conflicts 
within member 
nations of ASEAN can 

result from a lack of a post-
nationalist attitude and the 

self-deceived idea of “cultural boundaries.” Thailand 
and Cambodia still send their military troops to 
Preah Vihear Temple in an attempt to claim it, yet the 
two countries do not seem to understand that they 
both share the rich history of the Khmer kingdom. 

Indonesia and Malaysia never 
cease to dispute over the right 
to own the cultural heritages 
that they both share, including 
the traditional Pendet Dance 
and Malaysian national anthem. 
Simply put, these countries do 
not understand that political 
boundaries do not necessarily 
divide cultural ones.

In the new era of 
globalization, ASEAN creates 
a great platform for small 
countries to come together and 
help each other, financially and 
socially. However, ASEAN’s 
issues are not only its diplomacy 

with monolithic countries like 
China and the United States, but 

also its own internal relationships. To achieve this 
goal, ASEAN’s leaders need a broader view and a much 
more open mind to separate politics and culture.

The flags of the ASEAN countries

ASEAN: A New League of Multiculturalism     by Paul Nguyen ’14

ASEAN’s leaders at last year’s conference, 
held in Phnom Penh, Cambodia

asia
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Dear People of Loomis Chaffee!

It’s a pleasure to write you about my recent 
experiences abroad. I arrived in Vietnam in late 
August in Ho Chi Minh City (formerly Saigon) in the 
south, but was then brought up to Ha Noi to cover 
for some teachers on leave, and ended up staying. I 
have been working for a company called AEG that 
helps students in Vietnam get to prep schools like 
Loomis. In fact, most (all?) of the Vietnamese students 
currently at Loomis came through our organization!

This has been an irreplaceable experience. The 
work has been good, but the more meaningful part 
has been the adaptation to a foreign culture. The food 

(insanely delicious), the language (complicated!), the 
layout of the city (complicated!), the way people get 
around (motorbikes everywhere!) – it’s all very different 
from home. But that’s the point!

In fact, I think one thing that makes Ha Noi special 
is its relatively low degree of westernization. If you go 
to Bangkok, Thailand for instance, you will see a huge 
number of chains and franchises that are familiar from 
home. Ha Noi has very little of this, and as a result the 
great majority of streetside shops and restaurants are 
family owned small businesses. There’s more variety 
this way, and interactions are more personal. I like it!

Ha Noi is an amazing place. It has been wonderful 
challenging myself, meeting new people, and making 
friends with people in the neighborhood. It is 
incredible to sit down to dinner with my neighbors 
knowing that fifty years ago we were engaged in 
a bloody war, and twenty years ago our country 
maintained a trade embargo against Vietnam. The way 
things change in such a short time – it’s awe-inspiring.

So, that’s me. But what about you?! Go abroad! 
Spend a summer, spend a semester, spend a year -- 
during your time at LC or in college or any other time. 
It’s an absolutely unique experience that will change 
you for the better. Don’t miss the opportunities that 

are in front of you!
Good luck, and have fabulous winter and spring 

trimesters,
Neil Chaudhary

• • • • •

To my Loomis Chaffee family,

First off, I miss you a lot! If there’s one thing I’ve 
learned while not being at Loomis, it’s that Loomis 
really is a special place to be. The world is pretty cool, 
but Loomis is something unique. Enjoy it while you’re 
there!

As many of you know, I am no longer at 
Loomis because I chose to live and work abroad in 
Singapore for a bit of time. It is so far been a great 
(and definitely different) experience, and for those 
of you that have never spent a significant amount 
of time in an unfamiliar place I greatly recommend 
doing it. Singapore has been a pretty easy transition 
because it is a fully developed nation and has many 
of the conveniences and comforts I grew up with in 
the United States. (I have yet to find Honey Maid 
graham crackers or Cheez-Its, though.) Singapore is 
surrounded by developing countries that are interesting 
and beautiful to visit, but I’m always thankful to have 
reliable healthcare and potable drinking water every 
time I return “home” to this little island.

When I first moved to Windsor I remember one 
of my biggest complaints was the lack of delicious 
Mexican food in New England. I grew up in California 
where burritos are a staple of life. However, it is of 
no surprise that the Mexican food offerings are even 
more lackluster in Southeast Asia than in central 
Connecticut. Despite its lack of burritos, however, 
Singapore does have quite a lot to offer and I am 
developing an ever-increasing appreciation for the 
multitude of cultures and stories people have to share 
from around the world. The food alone is a phenomenal 

Letters from Abroad: Mr. Chaudhary and Ms. Shimamoto 
Share Their Experiences Living and Teaching in Asia
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a dozen kids leaving in December to repatriate to the 
U.S. and we have a couple dozen more students coming 
in after we return from break January. The community 
always feels like it is in a state of flux, which is a bit 
odd for me.

Singapore has been the perfect transition to life 
abroad for me-- familiar enough to not make me miss 
the United States too much, and just far enough out of 
my comfort zone to feel like I’m on a real adventure. 
While things are different for sure, different certainly 
doesn’t equate to bad. I don’t have a trail to jog 
down that runs alongside the Connecticut River any 
longer, but now I sometimes see monkeys when I 
romp through the jungle. My school doesn’t have any 
protocol set for snow days, but I do know what to do 
should I see a snake on campus. I miss the Loomis 
community a lot, but for now different is proving to 
be exciting.

I hope that you are all well and are finding ways 
to make life in Windsor, Connecticut an adventure in 
itself.

Ms. Shimamoto

experience. My diet has completely changed: instead 
of chicken piccata and (fingers crossed) Dove ice 
cream bars for dessert every Tuesday night, I now find 
myself eating noodles and dumplings more times than 
I care to count. I frequently don’t have any idea what 
I’m eating but I have yet to eat a meal that I found 
disappointing.

One thing I was not expecting at all was the 
fact that many people I talk to in SE Asia are very 
confused that I look Asian yet claim to be American. 
It never dawned on me that many people still think 
that because I am of Japanese ancestry I must have 
been born in Japan and speak Japanese. More than one 
of my students have said something to me along the 
lines of, “You’re Japanese? But you sound American.” 
I’ve also had Japanese students try to speak to me in 
Japanese. These conversations did not get very far.

Teaching here isn’t much different than teaching at 
Loomis because I am at an American school, and we, 
therefore, run an American-style curriculum. These 
students, very much like you, have a lot of homework 
and like to complain about this fact frequently. 
However, where you all have approximately five 
classes at time, the students at my school in Singapore 
somehow manage (some more successfully than 
others) to juggle about eight! I actually have no idea 
how they do it. The biggest difference for me is 
simply not knowing my students to the extent that I 
knew many of you; a lot of it came from living in the 
dorms with you (Palmer shout-out!) and seeing you in 
the dining hall for every meal. I now pretty much only 
see my students when they are in my class or when I 
decide to roam out into hallways to see what’s going 
on. Besides being an American school, we are also an 
international school. Because of this we have tons of 
kids coming and going during the year. I have about 

Malaysia, a nation that consists of Malays, Chinese 
and Indians, among others, is no doubt an extremely 
diverse country. A variety of religious, cultural and 
political backgrounds brought by Indian and Chinese 
immigrants have significantly influenced Malaysia’s  
current culture and history. 

Chinese immigrants play a great role in Malaysian 
history. Migrants began to enter Malaysia from as 
early as the 15th century. Historians identify five waves 
of immigration to Malaysia from the 15th century to 
the 20th century. Chinese immigrants came from four 
major regions in China: Min, Hakka, Cantonese and 
Wu (Jennifer Pak, “Will China’s Rise Shape Malaysian 
Chinese community?,” BBC News Asia, 29 December 
2011). According to the November  2012 census, 
Chinese citizens are identified as the second largest 
ethnic group in Malaysia (the Bumiputera, comprised 

Chinese and Indian Immigrant Communities in Malaysia    
by Seyun Kim ’14

largely of the Malay race, is the largest; Department of 
Statistics Malaysia Official Portal ).

Why are the Chinese leaving their home to live 
in Malaysia? One of many reasons is the strong sense 
of Chinese community already present in Malaysia, 
the third largest Overseas Chinese community 
in the world, behind Indonesia and Thailand; the 
United States and Singapore round out the top five 
(“Mapping Migration,” The Economist, 17 November 
2011). Despite the long distances between the two 
nations, people were able to maintain their cultural 
heritage while in a completely new country.

According to the Malaysian Census in 2012, 
Chinese Malaysians also have control of over 60% 
of the the country’s income (“Malyasia’s Warring 
Chinese Politicians,” Asia Sentinel, January 2008). 
Not only do Chinese have the lowest poverty rate in 
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Politician Imran Khan has firmly stated if the U.S. 
does not stop its drone attacks, Pakistan will block 
the NATO supply lines (BBC.com, 6 November 2013 ). 
The NATO supply lines are where the U.S. has all its 
resources located in Pakistan. These lines were used 
during the Afghanistan War to supply the U.S. troops, 
and the lines also contain various weapons, such as 
drones. If Pakistan shuts down these lines the United 
States will have an enormous financial burden that 
could hurt it significantly. 

The choice is now in the hands of our government. 
It could choose to save thousands of Pakistani lives 
and U.S. dollars by stopping the drone attacks, or it 
could continue on the same pathways that would lead 
to killing Pakistani civilians and using their money to 
make up for the losing the NATO supply line.

the nation but they also 
have higher income rates 
than native Malaysians. 
Unfortunately, some 
Malay Muslims are 
bitter about this 
so-called “Chinese 
invasion.” According 
to Zaharah Sulaiman, a 
writer from the Malaysia 
Archeology Association, 
the Chinese have 
suppressed the people of 
Malaysia economically 
and culturally (Thomas 
Fuller, “Indian 
Discontent Fuels Malaysia’s Rising Tensions,” The 
New York Times, 10 February 2008). 

Malaysian Indians also have had an equally great 
influence on the country. Indians started dwelling 
in Malaysia during the 11th century under the Chola 
dynasty. Currently, Malaysian Indians make up ten 
percent of the population, and are considered to 

On Friday, November 1, 2013 the U.S. continued 
its usual routine of bombing on Pakistani soil without 
permission. On that specific day the United States 
government assassinated Hakimullah Mehsud, the 
leader of Taliban in Pakistan, using an unmanned 
drone (“Hakimullah Mehsud: Imran Khan Seeks 
NATO Blockade Over Killing,” BBC.com, 6 November 
2013). The Pakistani government planned to have a 
peace talk with the Taliban in order to fix disputes and 
ensure the safety of the citizens of Pakistan. This talk 
could have calmed down the Pakistani Taliban and 
saved countless human lives, but the United States 
disregarded Pakistan’s decision, and assassinated 
Hakimullah Mehsud. This hasty action enraged the 

Pakistani Taliban, which 
could put the people of 
Pakistan in danger. The 
Pakistani Minister of 
Interior, Chaudhry Nisar 
Ali Khan responded 
to the U.S. actions by 
saying, “This is not just 
the killing of one person, 
it’s the death of all peace 
efforts.” 

After this incident, 
Pakistan has finally grown 
itself a backbone and is 
standing up for itself. 

Pakistan Reels After Drone Attack of Taliban Leader     
by Taseen Anwar ’17

Pakistani politician, philanthropist, and former 
international cricketer, Imran Khan is the chairman of 

Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf, or “Movement for Justice.”

A Malaysian cultural festival provides a glimpse into the country’s 
diversity

have less power than 
the Malaysian Chinese. 
Poverty rates are higher 
and the average income 
is lower for Malaysian 
Indians compared to the 
typical Malaysian. The 
Malaysian government 
pledged to reduce 
these socioeconomic 
disparities in 1921, 
when the Malaysian 
New Economic Policy 
was enacted (“A Never 
Ending Policy,” The 
Economist, 27 April 2013). 

Despite the government’s effort, even today, 
cultural tensions continue to exist. Indians, especially, 
have issued complaints about their lower social status, 
power, and religion. Hopefully these three ethnic 
groups will be able to cooperate with each other in 
the future.

Hakimullah Mehsud, Pakistan’s 
former Taliban leader
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On the night of January 5, 2010, Chelsea Manning, 
then still known to the world as PFC Bradley Manning, 
sat at her office desk, played some Lady Gaga, and 
downloaded around 500,000 top-secret military files 
to her MacBook. Destined for world fame through 
WikiLeaks, the documents exploded into the public 
sphere with an energy and an effect almost unheard of. 

The files revealed shocking military documentations, 
eliciting a shift in many international relationships 
and a worldwide apology tour from then Secretary of 
State Hillary Clinton. The most popular of the files, 
a video dubbed “Collateral Murder” that records a 
helicopter team as they mistakenly attack and kill two 
Reuters reporters and injure a group of children in a 
nearby van, brought scathing attention to important 
issues in the military, such as the breadth of civilian 
deaths in the war and the amount of secrecy involved 
in military affairs. The years-long ordeal, which still 
has not been and may never be fully resolved, has 
exposed an overwhelming level of secrecy within the 
government and the military, creating a global desire 
for transparency that has fueled the Arab Spring 
and protests worldwide. While as a single event the 
leak will go down in history as the largest and most 
catastrophic data spillage to date, the global reactions 
to the heinous actions and trends revealed in the 
documents themselves, Manning’s treatment in the 
armed forces and the mishandling of her gender-
identity disorder, and her arrest, trial, and sentence 
would further catalyze a massive shift in popular 
attitude towards American military policy.

In a Readme file intended to be sent to The 
Washington Post, Manning herself refers to the Iraq 
War Logs as “the most significant documents of our 
time, removing the fog of war and revealing the true 
nature of 21st century asymmetric warfare” (Dominic 
Rushe and Matt Williams, “Prosecutors Claim Bradley 
Manning Wanted To Remove ‘The Fog of War’,” The 

Guardian, 19 December 2011). 
Beginning the series of revelations 
that undermined the American 
government’s credibility with the 
people, the War Logs surprised 
the nation with its thorough 
documentation of trends never 
even mentioned to the public—
including the systematic beating 
and torturing of prisoners, 
the high frequency of civilian 
casualties, several friendly fire 
incidents as a result of negligent 
patrolling (soldiers often listened 
to their iPods while on duty), 
and the supplying of chemical 
weapons to Iraqi militias by Iran 
(“WikiLeaks Iraq War Logs: Key 

Findings,” The Telegraph, 25 October 2010). Through 
the release of shocking tallies and records—66,081 
of the 109,032 deaths in Iraq at that point had been 
civilians, for example (Simon Rogers, “WikiLeaks Iraq: 
Data Journalism Maps Every Death,” The Guardian, 
23 October 2010)—the Iraq and Afghan War Logs 
created an atmosphere of doubt and suspicion towards 
the government and the military that pervades 
even more powerfully with each new exposure. 
Manning, though arguably impaired by her mental 
and emotional condition at the time, understood the 
implications of releasing the documents, stating later 
that by participating in the Iraq War she was “actively 
involved in something that [she] was completely 
against” and that she intended for the documents 
to spark “hopefully worldwide discussions, debates, 
reforms” (Steve Fishman, “Bradley Manning’s Army of 
One,” New York, 3 July 2011). The impact of the released 
documents have been nearly immeasurable. Just days 
after cables released by Manning revealed government 
corruption in the Middle East, the Arab Spring was 
sparked in Tunisia, setting off the highest number of 
political disruptions all at once. Time magazine went 
on to name “The Protester” as Person of the Year 
in its highly anticipated annual year-end issue (Kurt 
Anderson, “The Protester,” Time, 14 December 2011), 

the americas

Chelsea Manning and the Iraq War Logs     by Michael Carter ’15

Chelsea and Bradley Manning
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The Government Shutdown: 
When a Squabbling Congress Goes Too Far   by Paige Mickel ’14

When the clock struck midnight on September 30, 
2013, the impending crisis that many Americans were 
bracing themselves for was officially upon them: the 
United States had entered a government shutdown. 
From October 1  to October 16, the federal government 
ceased operating officially. What caused this lack 
of function? A divided Congress, torn between the 
Republican-led House of Representatives and a 
Democratic majority Senate, was unable to reach 
a compromise on a spending bill by the October 1 
deadline. The major point of contention: the Affordable 
Care Act, informally referred to as Obamacare. On 

Friday, September 20, the House voted to eliminate 
financing for the Affordable Care Act as a provision 
of the spending bill. Republican Senator Ted Cruz 
took the floor on September 24, spouting a filibuster-
style speech for an excessive 21 hours and 19 minutes 
in order to draw attention to, and perhaps support 
for, the opposition of Obamacare. As a response 
to the House’s movement, Senate Majority Leader 
Harry Reid declared, “I want to be absolutely crystal 
clear: Any bill that defunds Obamacare is dead, dead” 
(Karen Yourish and Archie Tse, “The Back and Forth 
Over the Shutdown and Debt Ceiling,” The New York 

and movements all over the world—from Russia to 
South Africa, California to China—sought to achieve 
greater transparency from their governments.

Immediately after her sentence was delivered, 
Manning petitioned the press and the government to 
begin referring to her with female pronouns and by 
the name “Chelsea.” This was hardly a surprise: since 
her recruitment to the U.S. Armed Forces in 2007, her 
exemplified struggle with Gender Identity Disorder- 
which is best described as a personal identification 
with a gender other than that which was recorded 
at one’s birth, was not only documented but noted 
as being a risk to the institution’s and her own safety 
(Fishman). Additionally, the “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” 
military policy was still in effect, placing additional 
pressure on her to conceal her identity, resulting in 
emotional stress that often manifested itself in wild 
meltdowns that alarmed many of her co-workers. 
After the release of the War Logs, gay rights and 
amnesty groups rushed to attack the policy and blame 
the military for creating an environment unsafe for 
GSM (Gender and Sexual Minority) employees, while 
anti-gay rights groups in turn blamed Manning’s 
sexual orientation—she was identified as a gay male 
at the time—claiming that she had been unfit for 
duty as a result of it. The firestorm that ensued as 
media outlets and public figures hurried to take a 
side and find someone to blame brought DADT and 
discriminatory military policy to the forefront of the 
discussion around the military. The role of GSM in 
the military was placed under considerable pressure 
as a result of Manning’s actions—with Time claiming 
that “no single man has made gays in the military 
look worse than Army PFC Bradley Manning” (Karl 
Johnson, “Is ‘Don’t Ask’ to Blame for Bradley Manning 
and WikiLeaks?,” Time, 23 December 2011)—playing a 
role in arguably the largest scrutiny of military policy 
since the release of the Pentagon Papers during the 
Vietnam War.

On July 30, 2013, Chelsea Manning was convicted 
on 19 charges, though she managed to be acquitted of 

aiding the enemy (Paul Hayward, “Bradley Manning 
Sentenced to 35 Years in Prison for Wikileaks 
Disclosures,” The Huffington Post, 21 August 2013). 
Like every other aspect of the ordeal, the sentence, 
as well as the remarks made about Manning by 
government officials, drew a wild response from the 
rest of the world. Politicians, journalists, and fellow 
whistleblowers spoke up—even Daniel Ellsberg, who 
leaked the Pentagon Papers, noted: “There are some 
that will not be deterred even by prospect of life in 
prison – I think that Manning was one of those…[the 
government reaction] is an effort to minimise truth-
telling” (John Queally, “Global Progressive Community 
Reacts to Manning Sentence,” Common Dreams, 21 
August 2013). In general, the response, though very 
loud and extremely widespread, was fairly uniform: 
Bradley deserves to be free--he is a hero, not a criminal. 
WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange summarized 
the sentencing: “It is a dangerous precedent and an 
example of national security extremism. This has 
never been a fair trial” (Calvin Woodward, “WikiLeaks 
on Manning Verdict: ‘Extremism’,” Yahoo News, 31 
July 2013). Many, in turn, have come to condemn 
the protests as well, with the American government 
defending the sentence; Senator Lindsey Graham 
(R-SC) expressed that, “I hope people who say he’s 
a hero see they’re misguided in terms of what a hero 
might be” (Robert Mackey, “Reaction to the Manning 
Verdict,” The New York Times, 30 July 2013). The trials 
have served as a public forum for a reassessment of 
political values and the unique and unprecedented 
forms of “espionage” possible today; for developing 
countries, or those with oppressive governments, 
the scandal has served not only as an example and 
instruction, but an introduction of an entirely new 
form of protest. The entire ordeal, arduous and 
exhaustive for any party, and entirely successful for 
none of them, has presented the 21st century world 
with a new, potent form of warfare, and no definitive 
procedure for handling it.
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of the shutdown, also 
rejecting any attempts 
at a “piecemeal 
approach” to handling 
the crisis (Yourish 
and Tse). Luckily, 
before the October 
17 benchmark, the 
House and the Senate 
were able to hammer 
out a compromise. On 
Wednesday, October 16, 
at 8:15 p.m., the Senate 
voted 81-18 to pass a bill, 
supported by leaders in 
both major parties, that 
made few concessions 
to the Republicans and 
that mandated that 
budget negotiations 
end by December 13. 

Two hours later, the House voted 285-144 to pass the 
same bill. Finally, around 12:30 a.m., President Obama 
signed the legislation, ending the disruptive 16-day 
shutdown. (Yourish and Tse).

The total cost of the government hiatus? A 
staggering $24 billion blow to the economy. The 
U.S. Travel Association reports that $152 million 
per day in travel-related spending alone was lost 
during the 16 days of the government shutdown. 
Most laid-off workers either gained a paid vacation, 
back pay, or overtime pay in compensation for time 
lost during the closure (Diane Alter, “The Full Cost 
of the Government Shutdown,” Money Morning, 13 
November 2013). However, unfortunately, this issue is 
not completely resolved. The deal reached by Congress 
only temporarily halts the shutdown until January 
15, 2014, and extends the debt limit until February 
7, 2014 (Andrew Kirell, “A Brief History of the 2013 
Government Shutdown,” Mediaite, 17 October 2013). 
Hopefully, as the United States approaches another 
possible crisis, the members of Congress will attempt 
to work out their differences, for the good of the 
American people.

Times, 17 October2013). 
Reinforcing Reid’s 
point, the Senate 
kicked the bill back 
to the House on 
September 27, stripping 
it of the provision on 
health care. While this 
revised version was 
being looked over in 
the House, the two 
chambers of Congress 
finally found an issue 
that they could agree 
upon. On September 
29, both the House and 
the Senate approved a 
bill to continue paying 
active duty military 
troops and civilian 
support staff through 
the government shutdown, which was shortly after 
signed into law by President Obama. After much 
argument regarding the discrepancies, on September 
30 the Senate once again stripped out the health care 
language from the most recent proposition from 
the House, effectively eliminating any avoidance of 
a shutdown. Shortly after, time expired without a 
compromise reached on the budget; the government 
shutdown had officially begun. So what exactly does 
a government shutdown entail? Do we descend into 
the chaos of anarchy? Not quite. In fact, since 1976, 
there have actually been 17 government shutdowns 
(Brad Plumer, “Absolutely Everything You Will Need 
to Know About How the Government Shutdown 
Will Work,” The Washington Post, 30 September 
2013). The main reason for this shutdown is that 
because Congress could not agree on how to fund the 
government before the October 1 deadline, only the 
essential branches were in operation, supported by 
reserves from the Treasury. This could have continued 
until October 17, the date after which, according to 
Treasury Secretary Jacob Lew, the Treasury could no 
longer use “extraordinary measures” to pay the bills, 
exhausting its borrowing authority (Yourish and Tse). 
In the meantime, roughly 800,000 “non-essential” 
workers were furloughed, accompanied by the closure 
of federal offices, public parks, museums, and countless 
other government-dependent institutions (Michael 
D. Shear, “Government Gets Back to Business, But 
Effects of the Shutdown Linger,” The New York Times, 
17 October  2013). Some agencies, encompassing 
about 1.3 million workers, spared from the shutdown 
included federal prisons, disaster assistance, the Postal 
Service, and, of course, the military (Plumer).

After the commencement of the shutdown, Senate 
Democrats, led by Reid, refused to negotiate with the 
House Republicans on the budget until the conclusion 

A sign on the Capitol steps set up by Senate Democrats on Day 9 of the 
federal government shutdown.



24

Q. How many countries are in the world?
A. Easy question, right? It’s just a number. How 

can this be complicated? Well, guess what: it’s not as 
straightforward as you may think. It really depends 
on how you ask the question. How many are officially 
recognized as “independent states”?  Depending on 
who you ask, it’s anywhere from 194 to 196. The 
United States, for example, recognizes only 195 
official countries, because it does not consider Taiwan 
independent from China. Some countries in the 
former Yugoslavia and former Soviet Union have not 
yet officially accepted Kosovo as independent from 
Serbia. If you include both Kosovo and Taiwan, as well 
as Vatican City (aka the Holy See), the number is 196. 

Q. How many countries are in the United 
Nations?

A. There are 193 countries in the UN. Taiwan, 
Kosovo, and Vatican City are not members of the 
UN; the Vatican, however, is what’s known as a non-
member “observer state,” a status that Palestine also 
holds. 

Q. What is the European Union, and which 
countries are members?

A. According to its official website, the EU is 
“a unique economic and political partnership 
between 28 European countries that together 
cover much of the continent. The EU was created in 
the aftermath of the Second World War. The first steps 
were to foster economic cooperation: the idea being 
that countries that trade with one another become 
economically interdependent and, so, are more likely 
to avoid conflict.” 

The organization has evolved beyond purely 
economic matters into one that spans policy areas 
from development to the environment. “The EU is 
based on the rule of law: everything that it does is 
founded on treaties, voluntarily and democratically 
agreed by all member countries. These binding 
agreements set out the EU’s goals in its many areas 
of activity.”

“One of the EU’s main goals is to promote 
human rights, both internally and around 
the world. Human dignity, freedom, democracy, 
equality, the rule of law and respect for human rights: 
these are the core values of the EU. Since the 2009 
signing of the Treaty of Lisbon, the EU’s Charter of 
Fundamental Rights brings all these rights together 
in a single document. The EU’s institutions 

are legally bound to uphold them, as are EU 
governments whenever they apply EU law.” 

There are currently 28 member nations in the 
European Union; 18 of these countries use the euro 
as the single form of currency.

Member nation Year of 
entry in EU

Year it 
adopted euro

Austria 1995 1999
Belgium 1952 1999
Bulgaria 2007
Croatia 2013
Cyprus 2004 2008
Czech Republic 2004
Denmark 1973
Estonia 2004 2011
Finland 1995 1999
France 1952 1999
Germany 1952 1999
Greece 1981 2001
Hungary 2004
Ireland 1973 1999
Italy 1952 1999
Latvia 2004 2014
Lithuania 2004
Luxembourg 1952 1999
Malta 2004 2008
Netherlands 1952 1999
Poland 2004
Portugal 1986 1999
Romania 2007
Slovakia 2004 2009
Slovenia 2004 2007
Spain 1986 1999
Sweden 1995
United Kingdom 1973

Sources: 
http://europa.eu/about-eu/countries/index_en.htm
The European Union official website
http://ec.europa.eu/economy_finance/euro/index_en.htm
The European Commission official website

Q. What’s a BRIC?
A. A so-called “BRIC nation” is one of the four (or 

five if you refer to them as “BRICS”) major emerging 
national economies: Brazil, Russia, India, and China 
(+ South Africa in 2010).

• What’s the difference between the EU and NATO?
• How many countries are in the world?
• Who’s in the G-8? The G-20? What’s a BRIC?

Here’s a helpful guide for you, so you can sound 
intelligent around the lunch table... Have fun!

FOREIGN POLICY 101
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Q. Speaking of BRICS, doesn’t the G-20 have 
something to do with economics as well?

A. Yes, indeed. The “G-20” or “Group of 
Twenty” is comprised of 19 countries plus the 
European Union. Its members are considered the 
“leading economies” of the world. According to 
its official website, 

“G-20 leaders meet annually; additionally, 
during the year Finance Ministers and Central 
Bank Governors meet regularly to discuss ways to 
strengthen the global economy, reform international 
financial institutions, improve financial regulation, 
and discuss the key economic reforms that are needed 
in each of the member countries. Underpinning these 
meetings is a year-long program of meetings among 
senior officials and of working groups coordinating 
policy on specific issues.

The G-20 started in 1999 as a meeting of Finance 
Ministers and Central Bank Governors in the 
aftermath of the Asian financial crisis. In 2008, the 
first G-20 Leaders Summit was held, and the group 
played a key role in responding to the global financial 
crisis. Its decisive and coordinated actions boosted 
consumer and business confidence and supported the 
first stages of economic recovery. G-20 leaders have 
met eight times since 2008.”

G-20 members represent approximately 85% of 
global GDP (gross domestic product), over 75% of 
global trade, and 2/3 of the world’s population.
Source: https://www.g20.org/about_g20/g20_members

Member nation Current Leader
Argentina Cristina Fernandez de Kirchner, President

Australia Tony Abbott, Prime Minister
Brazil Dilma Rousseff, President
Canada * Stephen Harper, Prime Minister
China Xi Jinping, President
France * Francois Hollande, President
Germany * Angela Merkel, Chancellor
India Manmohan Singh, Prime Minister
Indonesia Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono, President
Italy * Matteo Renzi, Prime Minister

Japan * Shinzo Abe, Prime Minister

Mexico Enrique Pena Nieto, President
Russia * Vladimir Putin, President

Saudi Arabia Abdullah bin Abd al-Aziz Al Saud, King

South Africa Jacob Zuma, President

South Korea Park Geun-hye, President

Turkey Recep Tayyip Erdogan, Prime Minister

United Kingdom * David Cameron, Prime Minister

United States * Barack Obama, President

European Union *
Herman Van Rompuy, President of the 
European Council & Jose Manuel Barroso, 
President of the European Commission

 * Also a member of the so-called “G-8,” an unofficial forum of the leaders 
of eight major world powers. It began in 1975 with six nations; Canada was 
added in 1976, and Russia in 1998. The EU Commission has attended the 
summits since 1981.

Q. Okay, so I understand the G-20, and 
BRIC, and the EU, but then what’s NATO?

A. NATO, which stands for the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization, was created in 1949 as a 
response to the growing threat of the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics (USSR), or Soviet Union. 

“NATO’s essential purpose is to safeguard the 
freedom and security of its members through political 
and military means.

Political: NATO promotes democratic values and 
encourages consultation and cooperation on defense 
and security issues to build trust and, in the long run, 
prevent conflict.

Military: NATO is committed to the peaceful 
resolution of disputes. If diplomatic efforts fail, it 
has the military capacity needed to undertake crisis-
management operations. These are carried out 
under Article 5 of the Washington Treaty—NATO’s 
founding treaty—or under a UN mandate, alone or 
in cooperation with other countries and international 
organizations.”

Member nation
Year of entry 

in NATO
Albania 2009
Belgium * 1949
Bulgaria * 2004
Canada 1949
Croatia * 2009
Czech Republic * 1999
Denmark * 1949
Estonia * 2004
France * 1949
Germany * 1955
Greece * 1952
Hungary * 1999
Iceland 1949
Italy * 1949
Latvia * 2004
Lithuania * 2004
Luxembourg * 1949
Netherlands * 1949
Norway 1949
Poland * 1999
Portugal * 1949
Romania * 2004
Slovakia * 2004
Slovenia * 2004
Spain * 1982
Turkey 1952
United Kingdom * 1949
United States 1949

* Also a member of the EU

Source: http://www.nato.int/nato-welcome/index.html
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Also in the News
Canada – Beginning with the claim by an unknown individual that a video existed of him using crack cocaine, the scandals 
involving Toronto mayor Rob Ford have cast him as an embarrassment for some and as comic relief for others, most notably 
Saturday Night Live and The Onion. Perhaps the most defining moment of his recent blunders was his blatant and stubborn lying 
about his bizarre and un-politician-like tendencies to use serious drugs like crack cocaine, drink himself into “drunken stupors,” 
and throw around insulting sexual references about his wife in front of the press. 

China – Bo Xilai, former Minister of Commerce and Central Politburo member in the Chinese Communist Party, was found 
guilty and sentenced to life in prison in September for bribe-taking, embezzlement, and abuse of power.  Gu Kailai, the wife of Bo, 
was given a suspended death sentence for the murder of English businessman Neil Heywood. Gu Kailai’s testimony revealed that 
Heywood’s murder occurred after he threatened to expose the couple’s corrupt ownership of a luxury French Riviera mansion. 
[For more information, see Leah Rubin’s article in the Fall 2012 World Bulletin entitled “Disgraceful Scandal Rocks China.”] 

Japan – It was announced in September that Tokyo will host the 2020 Summer Olympic Games, to be held from July 24-August 
9. Tokyo previously hosted the Summer Olympics in 1964 while Nagano, Japan hosted the 1998 Winter Olympics. Tokyo is the 
fourth city (and the first Asian city) to host the Summer Olympics more than once, after London (2012, 1948, and 1908), Athens 
(1996 and 1896), and Los Angeles (1980 and 1932). Tokyo defeated strong bids from Istanbul and Madrid. The 2016 Summer 
Olympics will be held in Rio de Janeiro, the first such honor for a South American city.

North Korea – Former NBA star Dennis Rodman and his BFF Kim Jong-un spent some quality time in September while 
discussing Pyongyang’s basketball team for the next Summer Olympics. Their relationship is so friendly that Rodman is apparently 
allowed to carry Kim’s baby daughter in his arms. In addition, they watched basketball games together, and Kim even threw 
parties for Rodman to welcome his “friend” to North Korea. Rodman, in turn, will allegedly recruit players from his previous 
Chicago Bulls team to play for North Korea. Maybe a little “basketball diplomacy” could turn out to be a good thing? Rodman has 
made four trips to visit the North Korean leader.

Philippines –Typhoon Haiyan, one of the most powerful typhoons ever recorded, engulfed towns and villages across central 
Philippines in November. Since the country is trying to recover funds depleted from other natural calamities, most notably an 
earthquake four weeks earlier, the effects of the typhoon are dire. Civilians raided local stores and cases of robbery significantly 
increased. Fears rising from the deterioration of law and order caused vast challenges for the government. 

Sweden and Norway – The annual Nobel Prize, honoring achievements in physics, chemistry, physiology or medicine, literature, 
and economics were awarded at a ceremony held in Stockholm on December 10; the Nobel Peace Prize, as per tradition, was also 
awarded on that day, but in Oslo, Norway. This year’s Nobel Laureates are: Francois Englert and Peter W. Higgs (Physics), “for 
the theoretical discovery of a mechanism that contributes to our understanding of the origin of mass of subatomic particles, and which recently 
was confirmed through the discovery of the predicted fundamental particle, by the ATLAS and CMS experiments at CERN’s Large Hadron 
Collider”; Martin Karplus, Michael Levitt, and Arieh Warshel (Chemistry), “for the development of multiscale models for complex 
mechanical systems”; James E. Rothman, Randy W. Schekman, and Thomas C. Südhof (Physiology or Medicine), “for their discoveries 
of machinery regulating vesicle traffic, a major transport system in our cells”; Alice Munro (Literature), “master of the contemporary short 
story”; Eugene F. Lama, Lars Peter Hansen, and Robert J. Shiller (Economics), “for their empirical analysis of asset prices”; and The 
Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (Peace), “for its extensive efforts to eliminate chemical weapons.”

Thailand – Anarchy threatened Thailand as pro- and anti-government protesters gathered in Bangkok in late November. An 
estimated number of 100,000 joined the protest on November 24 to call for Prime Minister Yingluck Shinawatra’s government to 
resign. The protesters blamed the government for the misuse of the budget and the controversial amnesty bill, which allows the 
killing of civilian protesters. In response to this movement, Yingluck enabled the Internal Security Act, which enables officials to 
impose curfews and seal roads.

United States – The Supreme Court, in a landmark 5-4 decision, ruled the Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA) unconstitutional, 
saying that it deprives the equal liberty of all persons, a right protected by the 14th Amendment. The Court also struck down 
a key part of the Voting Rights Act of 1965 and sent the section that determines which states need extra attention regarding 
discrimination back to Congress to rewrite it. The case for patented DNA was rejected because segments of DNA occur naturally 
in nature. A divided Court also approved warrantless DNA swabbing for people arrested under probable cause in felony crimes. 
[For more information, see Kath Kryuchkova’s Spring 2013 article, “Heated Topics on the Docket: Decisions of the 2013 United 
States Supreme Court.”]

United States – Healthcare.gov, the official website of “Obamacare” experienced technical difficulties in its early rollout 
phase, limiting the number of people who signed up in the first couple of months. Poor marketing and misinformation about 
the new health care policy, combined with the October government shutdown, weakened the faith Americans have in their 
government. Critics argue that Obamacare is not sound policy, while supporters worry that the lack of new sign-ups will make its 
implementation ineffective. 

Sources: The New York Times, The Economist, NobelPrize.org



 


