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From the Desk of the Editor-in-Chief

Carpe Diem!
 Live for the Present, but Don’t Forget the Past

“Carpe Diem,” a Latin 
phrase credited to the 
poet Horace in 23 BC, is 
usually translated as “seize 
the day.” The French say 
“c’est la vie,” while many 
others declare, “life’s too 
short.” Recently, thanks 
to the rapper Drake, 
the acronym YOLO, 
“you only live once,” has 
risen to popularity. But 
regardless of the language 
or wording, all of these 

expressions convey the same message: it’s all about 
living in the present.

Many seniors, myself included, are realizing 
the truth of this sentiment more and more as 
commencement looms. Rather than looking ahead to 
college and beyond, some are focusing on checking 
goals off of his or her LC bucket list. Traditional senior 
activities include lounging around while everyone 
else is in study hall, taking full advantage of midnight 
check-in, signing the cupola, basking on the senior 
path, and receiving a seemingly endless number of 
emails concerning prom and the famed “Tux Man.” 
Whichever method a senior chooses to employ, 
everyone is intent upon making the most of his or her 
final weeks on the Island.

Fortunately, the World Bulletin is a publication all 
about the now. Each day, while we question which 
lunch period we have or whether to buy a bacon-egg-
and-cheese from the SNUG during the community 
free, global events are shaping the world we live in 
and directing our futures. History is simply the past’s 
present; if we don’t concentrate on the present, we will 
miss history being made. In most Loomis students’ 
lifetimes, there have been four presidential elections, 
the Human Genome Project has been completed, 
Pluto has lost its status as a planet, Africa’s population 
reached one billion, and there have been nine Olympic 
Games.

History is not some distant, irrelevant series of 
stories; it was a group of people’s reality, just like yours 
or mine. Millions of residents in Crimea are currently 
writing the story of the power struggle between a 
defiant Ukraine and an overbearing Russia. In Yemen, 
the marriage of young daughters to much older men 
for her family’s financial gain is an increasing problem. 
Right now, in Uganda and Nigeria, gays and even 

those who merely support homosexuality are being 
severely persecuted for conflicting with the countries’ 
strict traditional religious and moral beliefs. And in 
Rwanda, many experience refreshed pain in the wake 
of the 20th anniversary of that country’s genocide, an 
event in the nation’s history that continues to impact 
the lives of its citizens. 

These people are not as far away from the Island 
as it may seem. In order to shape and direct the mark 
we leave, our own history, we must first be cognizant 
of our present. And that’s where the World Bulletin 
comes in. 

Please enjoy our 10th issue and, with 26 articles, 
our largest one to date!
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About the Writers
YUSUF ALNAWAKHTHA ’14 (“Myth Busted: Every 
Vote Counts”), born in Manama and raised in Tubli, has 
been the resident Bahraini in Batchelder Dormitory for 
the last two years. In addition to being an RA and World 
Bulletin editor, Yusuf is a member of the Arab World 
Affiliation, the Math Team, Robotics Team, Model United 
Nations, and the Debate Society. Previous articles include 
“Finding Peace in Nuclear Weapons” (Fall 2012), a two-part 
history of the Ba’ath Party, “A Walk in Time” (Winter 2013 
and Spring 2013), and two articles, “Sudan and South Sudan: 
Destined for Divorce” and “Comedy in the Arab World? 
Yeah, No Joke!” in the Fall/Winter 2013-14 issue. Yusuf will 
head to the warmer climes of the West Coast and UC Santa 
Barbara this September.

LIANA BARRON ’14 (“Pete Seeger: An Appreciation”), 
hailing from Hattiesburg, MS, is a resident of Palmer 
Dormitory. On the Island, Liana is the director of Musical 
Revue, a Student Council representative, and a member of 
Concert Choir and Chamber Singers. This article marks 
Liana’s World Bulletin debut! Recently inducted into the 
Cum Laude Society, Liana will attend Middlebury College.

SARA BOE ’16 (“Pope of the Year”) is originally from 
New York, but her family recently relocated to Singapore; 
at LC she’s a resident of Carter Dormitory. An award-
winning member of Model United Nations and the Debate 
Society, Sara also runs track and plays field hockey. This is 
Sara’s first article for the World Bulletin.

ANDREY BOYCKO ’15 (“Putin’s Power Grab”), from 
Moscow, Russia, resides in Taylor Dormitory. Around 
the Island, Andrey is the captain of the JV tennis team, 
president of the Chess Club, and is a QRC tutor. This is 
Andrey’s second World Bulletin article, having written 
“Sweet Mother of God, Deliver Us From Evil” (Fall 2012).

ANNA CARTER ’14 (“Climate Change Floods the 
English Winter”), a resident of Mason Dormitory, comes 
to us for a post-grad year from Hampshire, England. This is 
Anna’s first article in the World Bulletin, but she also wrote 
for Maroon & Grey. A recipient of the Frederick G. Torrey 
Senior Philosophy, Psychology, and Religion Prize, Anna 
will return home to attend the University of Liverpool.

MICHAEL CARTER ’15 (“Examining Tunisia’s New 
Constitution”), a prefect in Kravis Dormitory, hails from 
Mount Pleasant, SC. Michael is an editor for The LOG and 
the World Bulletin, is boys president of the Junior Class, a 
thespian in the NEO (The Comedy of Errors and The Good 
Person of Setzuan), and a 3-year, award-winning member of 
Model UN. This is Michael’s third article for the Bulletin, 
having previously written “Britain’s New Europhobia” 
(Winter 2013) and “Chelsea Manning and the Iraq War 
Logs” (Fall/Winter 2013-14). Michael was recently honored 
with both a Founders Prize and a Junior English Award.

CATHERINE CHOI ’16 (“Children Giving Birth 
to Children”), from Seoul, South Korea, is a resident of 
Harman Dormitory and a future prefect in Richmond 
Hall. Catie competes on the volleyball and tennis teams, 
participates in debate, and serves as a tour guide. Her past 
contributions to the World Bulletin include “Pope Benedict 

XVI’s Resignation” (Winter 2013) and two articles, “A 
Guesthouse-Living, Bus-Boarding Pope” and “Malian 
Refugee Camps” for the Spring 2013 issue.

RASHI DUA ’15 (“Revolutionary Election Sparks Hope 
in Afghanistan”) is a day student from Avon, CT. In addition 
to serving as an officer of the Pelican Service Organization, 
Rashi competes on the JV squash and tennis teams, 
participates in the Boston and Yale Model UN conferences, 
and plays the violin in the Orchestra. This article is Rashi’s 
second for the World Bulletin, having contributed to the 
Fall/Winter 2013-14 issue with “This Time for Africa! 
Reflections from a Trip to South Africa.”

BILLY HOLLOWAY ’15 (“An Even Longer Walk to 
Freedom”) is a boarder in Batchelder Dormitory from New 
York, NY. Billy is an award-winning member of both Model 
UN and the Debate Society, he serves on the Student 
Council, and is a tour guide. In addition, Billy was recently 
recognized with a Junior Foreign Language Award. He 
authored “Reverse Racism in South Africa” for the Spring 
2012 World Bulletin.

CLAUDIA LAMPRECHT ’16 (“McCutcheon v. Federal 
Election Commission: Campaign Finance Reform vs. Freedom 
of Speech”) is a day student from Windsor, CT. She plays 
JV field hockey and varsity squash and participates in 
community service. This is Claudia’s World Bulletin debut.

JENNY LI ’14 (“India Holds Historic Election”) is a 
resident of Palmer Dormitory and calls Ontario, Canada 
her home. On campus, Jenny competes on the cross country 
and swim teams, and she writes for The LOG. Jenny’s 
previous articles for the World Bulletin include “Canada Has 
a Queen? A Brief Guide to the Canadian Political System” 
(Winter 2013) and “The United States and Russia: A 
Chilly Relationship Gets Colder” (Fall/Winter 2013-14). A 
recipient of the inaugural Global Studies Certificate, Jenny 
will be attending McGill University in the fall.

SHIVANI MANDAVILLI ’15 (“Karibu Sana! Tourists 
Welcome in Tanzania and Kenya”) is a day student from 
Simsbury, CT. On campus, she participates in community 
service and yoga, and is currently pursuing a Global Studies 
Certificate. This is Shivani’s World Bulletin debut.

PAIGE MICKEL ’14 (“Rwanda, 20 Years After 
Genocide”) is from New Providence, NJ and is an RA in 
Palmer Dormitory. She is Editor-in-Chief of the World 
Bulletin, a tour guide, and she traveled to the Dominican 
Republic in March 2013 as part of the Global Studies 
program. This is Paige’s seventh article for the World 
Bulletin, having previously written about topics including 
Scottish independence, Kenyan democracy, Venezuelan 
presidents Hugo Chávez and Nicolás Maduro, and the 
recent government shutdown. Inducted into the Cum 
Laude Society, Paige will be heading north to Dartmouth 
College in the fall.

JUSTIN MORALES ’14 (“Nelson Mandela’s Legacy: 
Past and Present”) is a boarder in Taylor Dormitory from 
Brooklyn, NY. Around campus, Justin is an e-Proctor, a 
PRISM president, and a peer mentor. This article is Justin’s 
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World Bulletin debut. He will attend Lafayette College.

CAMERON NELSON ’14 (“LC Adventures to the 
Arctic Circle”) is a day student from Avon, CT making his 
World Bulletin debut. Cam participates in the Tree Society, 
the Science Quiz Team, the Math Team, the Darwin Club, 
the Robotics Team, and he writes for The LOG. A recipient 
of the Norris E. Orchard Senior English Prize, the Donald 
M. Joffray Senior Mathematics Prize, the J. Newfield Senior 
Science Prize, the Aaron P. Pratt Jr. Senior Music Prize, and 
the Frederick G. Torrey Senior Philosophy, Psychology, and 
Religion Prize, Cam is also a recent inductee in the Cum 
Laude Society. Awarded The Loomis Family Prize as the 
top male scholar in the graduating class, Cam heads down 
to Yale University this fall.

PAUL NGUYEN ’14 (“David and Goliath: Japan’s 
Crippling Public Debt”), from Hanoi, Vietnam, is a resident 
in Batchelder Dormitory. In addition to his duties as a 
photo researcher for the World Bulletin Paul is a member of 
the debate team and last year’s Boston Model UN, and he 
enjoys cycling and playing tennis. Previous Bulletin articles 
include “Myanmar: What’s the Future for Asia’s Next 
Economic Tiger?” (Fall 2012), “China’s Economy: Waiting 
for the Bubble to Pop” (Winter 2013), “Sauna Summit: The 
Nordic Solution to the Global Economic Crisis” (Spring 
2013), and “ASEAN: A New League of Multiculturalism” 
(Fall/Winter 2013-14). Paul will matriculate at Columbia 
University this fall.

RAMAL RAUF ’17 (“Seeing Green?”) is a day student 
from Rocky Hill, CT. She sings in the Concert Choir, 
participates in club tennis and club basketball, and 
volunteers with the Community Service program. This is 
Ramal’s second World Bulletin article, after penning “Syria: 
Crisis Averted?” for the Fall/Winter 2013-14 issue.

ALEX ROSENTHAL ’17 (“Republicans Look to Take 
Back the Senate”) hails from Marblehead, MA and resides 
in Kravis Dormitory. Alex plays on the football and baseball 
teams and is also a member of the Chess Club, the Stock 
and Finance Club, and the Jewish Student Union. This is 
Alex’s World Bulletin debut.

LEAH RUBIN ’14 (“Orthodox Conscription: Oy Vey!”) 
is an editor of the World Bulletin and an RA in Ammidon 
Dormitory from Stamford, CT. Leah serves on the 
Confluence staff, is an active (and award-winning!) debater 
and Model UN delegate, is vice president of the Senior 
Class, and she serves on the Rules Committee of the Student 
Council. A contributor to six issues of the World Bulletin, 
Leah has written about topics as wide ranging as Chinese 
politics, the Arab Spring, North Korean nuclear weapons, 
Bangladeshi garment factories, and the Sochi Olympics. A 
recipient of the inaugural Global Studies Certificate, Leah 
heads to Rice University in September.

MAX SBRIGLIO ’15 (“Island Politics: The Senkaku/
Diaoyu Conflict”), from Stratford, CT, is a resident of 
Batchelder Dormitory and is a member of the wrestling 
team. This article is Max’s first for the World Bulletin!

PENELOPE SHAO ’15 (“The Private Life of a Public 

About the Writers
Servant: Francois Hollande’s Extracurricular Escapades”), 
from Ottawa, Canada and Guangzhou, China, is a current 
resident and future RA of Palmer Dormitory. On the Island, 
she enjoys working in the Student Council, leading the 
Oysters Club, competing on the swimming and water polo 
teams, serving as a tour guide, and participating in Model 
UN. A recent recipient of a Founders Prize, Penelope 
makes her World Bulletin debut this spring. 

JULIA SONG ’15 (“Renowned AP Photographer Killed 
in Afghanistan”), from Seoul, South Korea, is a resident and 
future RA of Ammidon Dormitory. Julia is a photo editor 
for The LOG, an editor of the Confluence, a photographer, 
and an occasional singer. This article marks Julia’s second 
World Bulletin contribution, after she debuted in the Fall/
Winter 2013-14 issue with “A Vicious Cycle: U.S. Anti-
Terrorism Efforts in Africa.”

LINH TRAN ’15 (“Tension Mounting in Maduro’s 
Venezuela”), from Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam, is a 
boarder living in Ammidon. Around campus, Linh is an 
International Student Ambassador, she participates in track 
and field and soccer, and competes on the debate team. 
This article is Linh’s second for the World Bulletin, after an 
article discussing the “brain drain” in Vietnam appeared in 
the Spring 2013 issue. Linh is a recent recipient of both the 
Junior Mathematics and Science Awards.

SAM VERNEY ’14 (“Uganda’s Anti-Gay Laws”) is a day 
student from West Simsbury, CT. He is a member of the 
Concert Choir and Chamber Singers, a two-year editor of 
the World Bulletin, a proud 4-year Club Soccer veteran, and 
a NEO thespian (Hairspray and Urinetown, The Musical). 
This is Sam’s seventh article for the Bulletin, having written 
for every issue since the winter of his sophomore year! He 
has previously covered topics such as the election of French 
president Francois Hollande, Libya after the Arab Spring, 
the economic crisis in Greece, the Iranian presidential 
election, and Egyptian democracy. A recipient of the Norris 
E. Orchard Senior English Prize and a recent inductee 
into the Cum Laude Society, Sam will attend Princeton 
University.

TRUNG VU ’15 (“Crisis in Ukraine: Beginning of Cold 
War II?”) is a prefect in Flagg Dormitory from Ho Chi 
Minh City, Vietnam. On the Island, Trung participates on 
the cross country and wrestling teams. A recent recipient 
of the Junior History, Mathematics, and Science Awards, 
Trung makes his World Bulletin debut this spring.

XIN WEN ’14 (“‘Fighting Tigers’: President Xi’s Anti-
Corruption Campaign in China”), from Shenzhen, China, 
is an RA in Ammidon Dormitory. Xin is a Student Council 
representative and a member of the cross country team. 
A two-time delegate to Yale Model UN, Xin makes her  
World Bulletin debut this spring. A recipient of the Donald 
M. Joffray Senior Mathematics Prize and an inaugural 
Global Studies Certificate, Xin is also a recent inductee in 
the Cum Laude Society. Awarded the Charles Henry and 
Mary Chaffee Willcox Prize as the top female scholar in the 
graduating class, Xin will attend New York University-Abu 
Dhabi in the fall.
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to Ukrainian politics once again in 2010, but this time 
he won the election. That same year, Ukraine moved 
closer to Russia after Parliament ratified an agreement 
to extend Russia’s lease on the Black Sea fleet base 

and abandon NATO membership aspirations. 
Meanwhile, Ukraine’s economy is smaller now 

than it was in 1992. The economy shrank 0.3% in 2013, 
and the hryvnia, Ukraine’s currency, lost nearly a fifth 
of its value in February 2014, falling from 8 hryvnia 
to the U.S. dollar in January, to 11 hryvnia to 1 dollar 
a month later (“Ukraine Economy: How Bad Is the 
Mess and Can It Be Fixed,” BBC News, 27 March 2014). 
Corruption is also widespread. Ukraine has a shadow 
economy that is around 50% of its GDP, according 
to research from the International Monetary Fund 
(C.W., “Why Is Ukraine’s Economy in Such a Mess,” 
The Economist, 5 March 2014).

It is therefore unsurprising, considering Ukraine’s 
long history of economic and political instability, 
that after President Yanukovych abandoned a trade 
deal with the EU in favor of closer ties with Russia 
in November 2013, an estimated 100,000 people 
gathered in Kiev to protest against the president’s 
move (“Huge Ukraine Rally Over EU Agreement 
Delay,” BBC News, 24 November 2013). Other events 
followed, one triggering the other, unraveling a chaotic 
Ukraine like falling dominoes. Violence continued 
for the next three months in the capital Kiev. On 
February 21, Yanukovych signed a compromise 
deal with the opposition leader. The next day, 

Hailing Crimea’s “return to the Motherland,” Russian President 
Vladimir Putin, right, speaks with Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu, 
left, during his visit to the Crimean port of Sevastopol on May 9, 
“Victory Day,” a holiday commemorating the Soviet Union’s defeat 
of Nazi Germany in World War II.

Crisis in Ukraine: Beginning of Cold War II?     by Trung Vu ’15

On March 18, 2014, Russian President Vladimir 
Putin signed a law that formally recognized Crimea as 
part of Russia after a referendum held two days earlier 
in which 97% of Crimean voters supposedly voted 
to join Russia (“Ukraine Crisis: EU and U.S. Impose 
Sanctions Over Crimea,” BBC News, 17 March 2014). 
Pro-Russian Crimeans, who have always identified 
themselves as Russians rather than Ukrainians, 
flooded the street, waving signs and banners 
celebrating the reunion with their motherland. 
Meanwhile, the results of the referendum unleashed 
a wave of outrage and condemnation from the West. 
One hundred countries in the United Nations voted 
in favor of approving a resolution that condemned 
the referendum as illegal (“Ukraine: UN Condemns 
Crimea Vote as IMF and U.S. Back Loans,” BBC News, 
27 March 2014). The United States and EU imposed, 
and continue to impose, several sanctions against 
Russia and Russian officials. The Russian takeover of 
Crimea has triggered one of the biggest East-West 
showdowns since the Cold War.

And yet, in hindsight, the event is only a logical 
consequence of Ukraine’s history and what has 
happened in Ukraine for the last six months. A 
former republic of the Soviet Union, Ukraine gained 
its independence in 1991 when the USSR collapsed 
and 90% of its voters opted for independence in a 
referendum that December (“Ukraine Profile,” BBC 
News, 20 March 2014). Ever since then Ukraine has 
been torn between its pro-Russian sentiments, a result 
of its historical ties with the Russian Empire and 
the Soviet Union, and its nationalistic, West-leaning 
impulse. The current conflicts with Russia highlight 
the dilemma that Ukraine has been facing since its 
independence: remain safely under the protection of 
its big brother, Russia, or lean towards the welcoming 
arms of the West. 

In 1997, Ukraine’s relatively new democratic 
government signed a friendship treaty with Russia and 
agreed to let it use the Black Sea ports in Crimea as a 
military base for its fleet. Yet, five years later, in 2002, 
Ukraine’s leadership announced its decision to launch 
a formal bid to join NATO, a move that indicated a 
shift towards the West. In 2006, 500,000 Ukrainians 
gathered in Kiev to protest the allegedly fraudulent 
presidential election results (Kenneth Jost, “Russia 
and the Former Soviet Republics,” CQ Researcher, 17 
June 2005) in what was later known as the Orange 
Revolution, which ended after opposition leader 
Viktor Yushchenko defeated Russian-backed Viktor 
Yanukovych to win reelection. Yanukovych returned 

europe
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This excerpt from Putin’s speech reads 
uncomfortably like a nationalistic call to restore the 
border of the old Soviet Union. The events in Crimea 
indeed demonstrated that there is still much longing 
for reunion with Russia on the part of Ukrainians. 
And as these nationalistic sentiments spilled over to 
Eastern Ukraine, as pro-Russian protesters stomped 
into government buildings in Eastern cities and 
called for referendums for independence, as the Kiev 
government declared an anti-terrorist operation 
against pro-Russian separatists (“Ukraine Says 
Donetsk ‘Anti-Terror’ Operation Under Way,” BBC 
News, 15 April 2014), the crack in the relationship 
between Russia and the West has deepened. G8 has 
become G7. And even as Russia, Ukraine, the United 
States, and the EU reached a deal to de-escalate 
tension in a conference at Geneva on April 17, tensions 
have continued to escalate. On April 27, President 
Obama, telling reporters that “We’re going to be in a 
stronger position to deter Putin when he sees that the 
world is unified and the United States and Europe is 
unified rather than this is just a U.S.-Russian conflict” 
(Martin Pengelly, “Ukraine Crisis: U.S. Will Expand 
Sanctions on Russian Power Brokers,” The Guardian, 
27 April 2014), agreed to expand sanctions against 
Russia. Meanwhile, President Putin, replying to the 
third round of sanctions, said such measures “against 
Russia will backfire and actually benefit the economy” 
(“Sanctions ‘Not Effective’ in Modern World - Putin,” 
RT, 24 April 2014).

Amidst all the tensions and the chaos in Ukraine, 
the gloomy prospect of Cold War II looms ominously 
in the future.

Parliament voted to oust 
Yanukovych and called 
for a new election, to be 
held on May 25, while 
he fled from Ukraine 
as protesters took 
control of presidential 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
buildings.

Russia immediately 
jumped in following 
the removal of the pro-
Russian Yanukovych. 
On March 1, the Russian 
Parliament approved 
Putin’s plan to deploy 
Russian forces in 
Ukraine, claiming such 
a move was necessary 
to protect Russian 
interests. Meanwhile, 
the usurpation of 
power in Kiev and the 
ascent to power of a 
more West-leaning 
government revealed the deep-seated sectionalism in 
Ukraine. While protesters in Kiev, who wanted closer 
ties with the West, rejoiced in happiness as the new 
government took over, the ousting of Yanukovych 
angered the pro-Russians in Eastern Ukraine. Crimea, 
a semi-autonomous region with 200 years of history 
under Russian and Soviet rule since its annexation by 
the Russian empire in 1783, and with a 58% majority 
of ethnic Russians in its population (“Crimea Profile,” 
BBC News, 22 March 2014), became the center of 
pro-Russian sentiments. On February 27, pro-Russian 
gunmen seized important government buildings in 
Simferopol, the administrative center of Crimea. 
The March 18 referendum, in which 97% of voters 
allegedly opted to join Russia instead of remain a 
part of Ukraine, was widely condemned by the West 
as being rigged and manipulated by Russian military 
presence in Crimea. And yet trouble did not stop 
there for Ukraine — nor for the West. In a speech that 
defended the Russian takeover of Crimea, President 
Vladimir Putin said:
“At the same time, we have to admit that by launching 
the sovereignty parade Russia itself aided in the 
collapse of the Soviet Union. And as this collapse 
was legalised, everyone forgot about Crimea and 
Sevastopol - the main base of the Black Sea Fleet. 
Millions of people went to bed in one country and 
awoke in different ones, overnight becoming ethnic 
minorities in former Union republics, while the 
Russian nation became one of the biggest, if not the 
biggest ethnic group in the world to be divided by 
borders” (“Crimea Crisis: Russian President Putin’s 
Speech Annotated,” BBC News, 19 March 2014).
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however, found that as many as 46% said they spoke 
Russian in their homes, including 75% or higher in 
most of the southern and eastern regions.) 

 According to Putin’s interests, the Russian people 
must see all the potential negative consequences of 
a democratic, pro-Western revolution, even if those 
consequences are merely a possibility, not a reality. 
One of the consequences most commonly referred to 
by the pro-Kremlin media is the permanent weakening 
of the Russian military and, therefore, a compromise 
to national security; this, of course, is unacceptable 
because, according to the rhetoric, the enemies are 
everywhere and a lot of countries are willing to annex 
different parts of Russia. Annexing Crimea is, among 
other things, a way of discouraging the Russian people 
from pro-opposition activity that would hurt the 
“stability”—the greatest good of the Putin regime—
according to its supporters. According to the Russian 
government’s propaganda, a revolution (in Russia) 
cannot happen because if it were to happen, Russia 
would become weaker and its numerous enemies 
would immediately rush to capture its territories. 
Much like Russia did with Ukraine.

Demonstrating the made-up threats of the 
opposition’s victory by invading Crimea, Putin 
gains even more benefits for staying in power, not 
the well-being of the country he is meant to serve. 
Russia’s population is not informed enough to see 
the consequences of the government’s actions in 
Ukraine and, therefore, they are extremely excited 
by the fact that their government captured a piece of 
it. According to a WCIOM (Russian Public Opinion 
Research Center) poll in mid-March, “the vast 
majority of Russians (94%) believe that [the Russian 
government] must protect the interests of Russian 
and other nationalities living in the Crimea (Elena 
Minina, “Why Do Russians Support Intervention 
in Ukraine?,” Al Jazeera, 29 March 2014). Russians’ 
excitement over the Crimean invasion resulted in 
Putin’s approval ratings going up to 80% (Adam Taylor, 
“Putin’s Approval Hits 80%,” The Washington Post, 26 
March 2014), reinforcing his political stranglehold over 
potential opposition in the future. However, one must 
be skeptical, of course, of Russian poll results, as we 
know from the 2012 presidential election that Putin’s 
victory was officially reported to be 64% by Russia’s 
Central Election Commission, while independent 
exit polls and international election observers showed 
a much less commanding margin of victory.

 Moreover, the sanctions imposed on Russia and her 
allies by the European Union and the U.S. are viewed 
by many Russians as sanctions against themselves. 
Therefore, they define the countries imposing such 
measures as the enemies and anybody who advocates 
cooperation with them as traitors and enemies as 

Putin’s Power Grab     by Andrey Boycko ’15

“An old Cossack once said that if Russians were 
ever sent to war against Ukrainians, they must stand 
back-to-back on the border and shoot at those who 
sent them.”

* * * * *
Ukraine, often referred to by Russians as a 

“brotherly nation,” has always been the country 
closest to Russia, geographically, historically, and 
ideologically. Everything in Russia and Ukraine has 
been more or less the same and, according to Russian 

public opinion, if Ukrainians can do something, then 
so can Russians (and vice versa).  Over the past six 
months, however, beginning last fall with the Maidan 
movement that eventually led to the ouster of 
unpopular and corrupt President Viktor Yanukovych, 
Ukraine’s relationship with Russia has been tested. 
Vladimir Putin, Russia’s corrupt president, does 
not want his people to consider the Ukrainian 
example as a possibility. Therefore, according to 
Russian propaganda, what happened in Ukraine is 
to be considered a failure, not a success. According 
to Russian TV, the “good” people of Ukraine, those 
who happen to be Russian-speaking and Eastern-
born,* have failed to protect their country from pro-
European opposition, which consists of gay activists, 
fascists and pro-Western political prostitutes. 
Presenting the Maidan revolution as a failure instead 
of a success, Putin’s government is making its citizens 
aware of the potential (made-up) threats to Russia’s 
sovereignty, that primarily happen to be coming from 
within, primarily from Europe-oriented opposition, 
whose biggest dream supposedly is to turn Russia 
into a minion of the West. (*According to the 2001 
Ukrainian census, Russian is the native language of 
approximately 30% of Ukrainians, with the largest 
concentration found in the Crimean peninsula and 
in regions that border Russia in the East. A 2004 
public opinion poll by the Kiev Institute of Sociology, 

Demonstrators hold posters featuring Russian President 
Vladimir Putin as German Nazi dictator Adolf Hitler during a 
protest against Russia’s intervention in Ukraine in front of the 
Russian embassy in Vilnius, Lithuania on March 3, 2014.
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Pope of the Year     by Sara Boe ’16

well. Once the Russian people are convinced that 
Russia is surrounded by enemies, they will be willing 
to unite behind their leader instead of protesting 
laws that limit freedom of speech on the internet 
(“Russia Approves Law Imposing Stricter Rules On 
Bloggers,” The Huffington Post, 29 April 2014). Russia’s 

population also appears to be not too upset by the 
isolation of opposition leader Alexey Navalny, as no 
significant protests have occurred since his placement 
under house arrest in late February. Distracted with 
the news from Ukraine, Russians forget about what is 
happening to their Motherland.

As expressed in his cover article in Time, Pope 
Francis I “makes masterly use of 21st century tools 
to perform his 1st century office” (Howard Chua-
Eoan and Elizabeth Dias, “The People’s Pope,” Time, 
3 December 2013). Argentine Cardinal Jorge Mario 
Bergoglio, who adopted the name Francis after 
Saint Francis of Assisi, became the 266th pontiff in 
March 2013. Francis, the first non-European pope 
in over a millennia, has been acclaimed for bringing 
a new energy and outlook to the Catholic Church. 
Proactively addressing issues spanning from gay 
rights to economic sufferings, Bergoglio has drawn 
widespread attention during his inaugural year in the 
papacy.

Pope Francis has been viewed as an effective 
participant in the world community from the get-
go. During the initial three months in his position, 
the Pope took deliberate action towards the Catholic 
Church’s most pressing matters. In May 2013, he 
expressed concern over world poverty and economic 
despair, suggesting that the “the 1.2 billion member 
Catholic Church [should] defend the poor and be 
more austere itself ” (Lewis Dean, “Pope Francis: 
Timeline of Bergoglio’s First Year in the Papacy,” 
International Business Times, 13 March 2014). Here, 
he addressed the substance held in both charity and 
humility. The Pope also expressed that it is imperative 
for state governments to greater influence local 
economies. Addressing the multiple sex-scandal 
concerns regarding predecessor Pope Benedict XVI, 
Francis made it a first priority that the Catholic 
Church would, “act decisively to end sexual abuse of 
children by priests” (“Pope Francis: Highlights of First 
Year as Pontiff,” [video] Smashpipe, 14 March 2014). 
In April of last year, the Pope followed through with 
his concerns on the topic, installing an international 
board of cardinals that will assist in managing the 
Catholic Church.

Throughout the following three months, Pope 
Francis drew deep attention for his commentary 
regarding sexuality and abortion. “If a person is 
gay and seeks the Lord with good will, who am I to 
judge?,” Francis said to Brazilian reporters in July 
2013. In response to this progressive perspective, 
according to NBC News, gay Catholics around the 
world took hope that he might rethink the Church’s 
rigid stance against homosexuality (Claudio Lavanga, 
“Pope Francis’ First Year: The Good, the Bad and the 

Inconclusive,” NBC News.com, 13 March 2014). Later 
on, Pope Francis remarked that the Catholic Church 
should assuage its harsh fixations on abortion and 
homosexuality (Dean ).  

While many liberal Catholics gladly accepted 
the Pope’s visions, many  conservatives were left 
concerned. Time passed, however, and the momentum 
carried during the Pope’s early months did not 
seem to diminish. In December, Francis’ impact on 
the Catholic Church led him to being named Time 
magazine’s 2013 Person of the Year. 

During this February’s Cardinal Ceremony in 
Vatican City, Pope Francis and former Pope Benedict 
XVI were seen together for the first time since 
Benedict’s resignation a year earlier. During this event, 
Francis told the new cardinals that the church needed 
their courage, prayer and compassion, “especially at 
this time of pain and suffering for so many countries 
throughout the world” (The Associated Press, “Two Popes 
Attend Historic Cardinal Ceremony,” 22 February 
2014). Projected through words spoken by the Pope 
during this ceremony, his conviction to spread his 
humble and philanthropic philosophy persisted. 

Pope Francis is a different man, with different 
visions and perspectives compared to many of his 
predecessors. Despite some mixed views of his 
progressive outlook, Francis continues to confront 
these matters, and with great influence. As the first 
year of his papacy comes to a close, the world is able 
to reflect upon the change Pope Francis’ ambition has 
already initiated.
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The Private Life of a Public Servant:
Francois Hollande’s Extracurricular Escapades    by Penelope Shao ’15

In today’s world, media is ubiquitous. Even 
the most powerful people cannot escape from its 
extensive reach. The recent media frenzy surrounding 
the romantic involvements of François Hollande, 
the President of France, illustrates the omnipresent 
speculations about the private lives of political figures.

Hollande has never married; he does have, however, 
a series of romantic partners. Until early 2014, 
journalist Valérie Trierweiler 
was generally recognized 
as France’s first lady and 
accompanied Hollande 
to official functions. In 
January, however, Hollande 
announced that he had “put 
an end” to the seven year 
relationship with Trierweiler 
(Greg Keller and Sylvie 
Corbet, “Official: French 
President Splits with First 
Lady,” Associated Press, 25 
January 2014). This followed 
the rumors of an affair 
with actress Julie Gayet 
uncovered by a French 
tabloid magazine, Closer, 
which showed photographs 
of the president allegedly on 
his way to a rendezvous on 
a scooter in late December 
2013, and the ensuing 
hospitalization of Trierweiler 
(Anne Penketh, “François 
Hollande’s Partner Valérie 
Trierweiler in Hospital With 
‘Exhaustion,’” The Guardian, 
12 January 2014). Both 
Hollande and Gayet have 
since denounced Closer, with 
Hollande declaring that he 
“deeply condemns the attacks 
on the right to privacy which 
he has a right to like every other citizen,” and Gayet 
suing Closer for 50,000 euros for its intrusion of her 
privacy (Lilla Blaise, “Actress Julie Gayet Suing Over 
Hollande Affair Allegations, Closer Magazine Says,” 
CNN, 16 January 2014). The subsequent speculations 
revitalized the debates surrounding the functions of a 
first lady, and the privacy of political leaders.

The private life of the head of state in France 
generally receives less attention than those in the U.S. 
and the UK. “La première dame” of France is also 
largely hidden from the public eye and often continues 
to work in her own career, unlike, say, Laura Bush or 

Michelle Obama. The recent attention surrounding 
Trierweiler reflects this ambiguous role of the French 
first lady. A spokesperson even comments that “We’re 
not in a traditionally Anglo-Saxon country where the 
private life is dramatized, like in England or even more 
so in the United States; we’re in a republic, and in a 
republic those with legitimacy are those who’ve been 
elected,” suggesting that (formal) first ladies have no 

place in France (Keller and 
Corbet). The varying roles 
of first ladies even provoked 
debates about the concept 
itself – Nabila Ramdani of 
The Guardian even argues 
the role to be “feeble, sexist 
and outdated” (“First Lady: A 
Feeble, Sexist and Outdated 
Job,” 20 January 2014). While 
the contention about the 
notion of a subservient first 
lady still persists, Hollande’s 
scandal also highlights the 
struggle of balancing private 
and public lives.

While Closer has since 
removed the infamous 

article from its website, many 
people rallied to the side of 
the president in criticizing 
the media’s intrusion on 
private matters. Politicians 
also seem to unite in their 
insistence on the separation 
of private and public matters 
(Kim Willsher, “François 
Hollande Threatens Legal 
Action Over Affair Claims,” 
The Guardian, 10 January 
2014). A poll published by 
Journal du Dimanche reveals 
“77% of French respondents 
believed the affair was 

a personal matter, while 84% said their opinion 
of Hollande was unchanged by the revelations” 
(Penketh). Those results seems to indicate the French 
public remain unaffected by the recent revelations 
about their president’s private life. Indeed, François 
Hollande should be remembered for his legalization 
of same-sex marriage in France, embrace of labor and 
pension reform, efforts to address unemployment, 
and other policies that directly affect the millions of 
French of people instead of juicy gossip surrounding 
his first lady.

Former French first lady Valerie Trierweiler, left, President 
Francois Hollande, and actress Julie Gayet, right

The French magazine Closer with photos of President 
Hollande and Ms.  Gayet on its front page
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Climate Change Floods the English Winter     by Anna Carter ’14

This year Britain was plagued by terrible weather. 
The massive amount of rainfall left thousands of homes 
without power or running water, caused many more 
to be flooded, and left people homeless and facing 
evacuation. The storms started in earnest in October 
2013 and persisted for months, 
right up to March 2014. When 
I went home to Hampshire (on 
the southern coast of England) 
for winter break, and again for 
spring break, the effects of the 
storms were strongly felt. Over 
winter break we had plenty 
of power cuts, especially the 
week of Christmas. We also 
had lots of water cuts so I had 
to go to friends’ houses. When 
I went home in the spring the 
main road to my house, which 
had flooded in January, was not 
clear yet. It was completely 
shut off as the storms had 
washed the foundations of the 
road away, leaving it at risk of 
caving in. The residents of the 
village the road ran through 
had taken to using kayaks to 
get around, as there was no 
way to get cars through. However, this was pretty easy 
going compared to other areas of Britain.

The St. Jude storm, a severe windstorm that hit 
Northwestern Europe on October 27-28, 2013 was 
the start of a winter of storms. As it hit, 625,000 
homes lost power, and train and plane journeys were 
cancelled. It also killed four British residents (and 
17 people total) as wind speeds were recorded up to 
99 mph (Lucy Rodgers and Mark Bryson, “10 Key 
Moments of the UK Storms, BBC.co.uk, 17 February 
2014). As the Christmas season started, the storms 
continued. There was a tidal surge that destroyed 
power cables, causing landslides, and many coastal 
residents needed to be evacuated. As I returned home 
the power cuts started in Hampshire. I live in a very 
rural farming community, so it takes a long time to fix 
any problems. Our water station was flooded, causing 
our main water lines to be turned off. This was a big 
issue for my local farms, who had no water to give to 
their animals. Farmers were by far the most severely 
hit by the storms. In the end, an animal charity offered 
to come and provide tanks of water in order to save 
the animals.

The bad weather continued into January. The UK 
overall received 151% of the average rainfall recorded 
between 1981-2010, and it was the stormiest period of 
weather the UK has had in the past 20 years (“Winter 

Storms, December 2013 to January 2014,” Metoffice.gov.
uk, 21 February 2014). As flooding persisted following 
this colossal rainfall, two councils declared a Major 
Incident at the end of January and requested the Army  
to help them rescue stranded residents and assist with 

building more flood defenses. 
In February, the rain continued 
to pour and many flood 
defenses further inland were 
stretched to their maximum 
capacity. They could hold on 
no more. On February 7, the 
Thames River burst its banks, 
being at the highest water level 
recorded for 60 years. Within 
a couple of days this flooding 
forced people to evacuate 
their homes. It also left tens of 
thousands of homes without 
power. The military was called 
in and assisted many areas in 
flood defenses and provided 
sandbags to try and protect 
as many homes as possible 
(“Berkshire and Oxfordshire 
Flooding Timeline,” BBC.
co.uk, 21 February 2014). The 
railways were also flooded, 

causing many delays in and out of London. With so 
many trains cancelled lots of people were forced to 
spend the night in London. My sister was there at the 
time, and managed to find a hotel; not everyone was 
so lucky. I got some pretty grumpy messages from 
friends who had been forced to spend the night on a 
train in London after not being able to get back home.

The cleanup effort is now in effect over the 
whole country with Prime Minister David Cameron 
and Deputy Prime Minister Nick Clegg promising 
a further £100 million ($168 million) to help flood 
defenses (Rodgers and Bryson). The big question on 
everyone’s lips is will this extreme weather continue? 
Did global warming cause these storms? A warmer 
atmosphere can hold more moisture, which would 
lead to more intense rainfall, but there is no simple 
link. “The answer is framed as an increased probability. 
A categorical answer may never be possible,” surmises 
David Shukman, BBC Science Editor (“Barrage Over 
Climate Change Link to Floods,” 18 February 2014). 
There is no simple way to draw a correlation from 
what we know about global warming and new weather 
patterns we are experiencing. I certainly hope that 
Britain won’t see another winter like this one again, 
but I am sure that the impact we are having on our 
atmosphere will lead to further problems unless we 
start to change our behavior.

Above, the village of Moorland in Somerset; below, the 
River Thames burst its banks in Datchet, Berkshire
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“AP Photographer Killed and Reporter Wounded 
As Attacks on Journalists Rise in Afghanistan,” The 
Huffington Post, 4 April 2014).

As noted by the Committee to Protect Journalists, 
Anja Niedringhaus became the 30th journalist killed 
in Afghanistan since 1992.  Two others had their 
lives taken just this year, the escalating trend subtly 
imitating a near resurgence to conditions of the 
war in 2001. The growing tensions in Afghanistan 
surrounding the elections have gradually increased 
the international community’s fear for the lives of 
any foreigners in the country. Consultants, diplomats, 
and other visitors “have been leaving Afghanistan like 
never before during an election period after a series 
of attacks on foreign targets” (Rod Nordland and 
Matthew Rosenberg, “Credibility of Afghan Vote in 
Doubt As Observers Flee Violence,” The New York 
Times, 30 March 2014). 

Ms. Niedringhaus’ death also echoes the larger 
picture at hand, of a conflicted world beginning to 
view even necessary storytellers as targets. The officer, 
whose anti-Western views were later confirmed, may 
have been pushed to manslaughter by remaining 
antagonism between Afghanistan and the West, 
as well as the unstable domestic atmosphere of a 
threatening Taliban response to the elections (“Afghan 
Policeman Shoots Dead AP Reporter Niedringhaus,” 
BBC, 4 April 2014). If the dangers of the war zone 
continue to worsen as they have in recent months, 
correspondents will be forced to face a more likely 
end while capturing important moments in areas of 
distress. As underappreciated as journalists often are, 
their efforts serve as the transparent brick wall that 
brings news to individual homes, whole communities, 
their nations, and allow people to absorb the kind 
of unspeakable bravery that one needs to volunteer 
to sacrifice his or her life for the sake of improving a 
foreign nation. 

The work of photojournalists who risk their 
lives daily to deliver honest reports to the public is 
immeasurably admirable simply for their sacrifice and 
devotion. Now, in no way is Ms. Niedringhaus’ death 
important solely for her position as an award-winning 
photographer, but the work of her intense career 
certainly leaves behind a legacy both unprecedented 
and unmatchable. She, in a move unusual for one in 
her profession, avoided publishing photographs of 
dead soldiers (Tom Christie, “Kiss My Shrapnel,” The 
Huffington Post, 5 January 2013). “An image of a dead 
person makes people turn away,” she said. Consistent 
with her philosophy, Niedringhaus’ images humbly 

On the way to the site of the presidential elections 
scheduled for the following day, photojournalist 
Anja Niedringhaus and journalist Kathy Gannon 
momentarily stopped their car. Each having worked 
extensively to document the ongoing war in 

Afghanistan since its beginning, the two members 
of the Associated Press were veterans in their fields. 
They knew their way around the country fairly well, 
and had chosen to travel to the province of Khost 
through a low-key route with the aid of police forces 
and Afghan Army troops (Farooq Jan Mangal and 
Matthew Rosenberg, “Covering Afghan Vote, Until 
Shot by an Ally,” The New York Times, 4 April 2014).  
The Taliban-ridden nation can by no means be 
deemed secure, but given the precarious locations 
in the journalists’ impressive résumés, covering the 
elections should have been an assignment of relative 
safety.

Ms. Niedringhaus, a Pulitzer Prize-winning 
photographer from Germany, had worked tirelessly 
in conflict-ridden areas of the Middle East, including 
Afghanistan, Iraq, and Pakistan for over a decade. 
Ms. Gannon––who luckily survived the gunfire––is 
the AP’s chief correspondent for Afghanistan from 
Canada, and has reported on international wars since 
the 1980s (Mangal and Rosenberg). Ironically, it was 
at a government compound, where they stopped 
their car, that an Afghan commander took both 
journalists by surprise, firing multiple shots at the car 
without warning, immediately killing Niedringhaus 
and severely wounding Gannon (Michael Calderone, 

Associated Press photographer Anja Niedringhaus was killed 
while reporting on the April election in Afghanistan.

Renowned AP Photographer Killed in Afghanistan     by Julia Song ’15

asia
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The presidential election in Afghanistan, conducted 
on April 5, stood as an extremely monumental 
moment for the nation, as it was the first time in its 
history that power had truly shifted democratically. 
The election was only the third for president since 
the fall of the Taliban in 2001, the previous two having 
been won by incumbent President Hamid Karzai. 
(Karzai was first appointed president by a national 
assembly, before winning two elections in his own 
right.) The most recent election, which took place in 
2009, was marked by corruption and complaints of 
ballot box-stuffing that led the country’s Independent 
Election Complaints Commission to order a recount 
(Rod Nordland and Matthew Rosenberg, “After ’09 
Fraud, Afghanistan Reports a Cleaner Election,” The 
New York Times, 8 April 2014). While the recount cost 
President Karzai the outright majority that he initially 
appeared to have secured, he ended up winning his 
second term anyway. Although Karzai stated that he 
would not be running for reelection in 2014 due to 
his constitutional ineligibility, he is not expected to 
disappear into retirement, and that was clearly shown 
by the narrowed candidate field, specifically the self-
removal of his brother, Qayum Karzai, from the race 
(Matthew Rosenberg, “Karzai Is Trying to Keep His 
Sway After Term Ends,” The New York Times, 3 April 
2014). 

Moreover, Karzai’s clear influence is manifested 
in the handpicked officials he chose to preside over 
electoral disputes, and the economic concessions he 
handed out to leading contenders such as Zalmay 
Rassoul, 70, who worked as a foreign minister during 
his administration. Karzai’s 
belief stems from his ultimate 
goal of maintaining a steady 
influence over the new 
leadership, which will have 
to navigate the next period 
of turbulent years and the 
slow removal of American 
troops through 2015 that 
has dominated the political 
and social environment in 
Afghanistan.

A range of ethnicities, 
perspectives on foreign 

Revolutionary Election Sparks Hope in Afghanistan  by Rashi Dua ’15

relations, and experience are represented among 
the 11 candidates: front-runners include Abdullah 
Abdullah, 53, a former foreign minister and the second 
most popular candidate to Karzai in 2009; Ashraf 
Ghani Ahmadzai, 64, a Pashtun nationalist and 
former finance minister with World Bank experience; 
and Zalmay Rassoul, Karzai’s preferred choice. Other 
candidates include the hardliner Abdul Rasul Sayyaf, 
a former mujahedeen leader and a man in close 
contact with Osama bin Laden and Khalid Sheikh 
Mohammed, the mastermind behind Al-Qaeda’s 
9/11 attacks (Emma Graham-Harrison, “Afghanistan 
Election Guide: Everything You Need to Know,” The 
Guardian, 3 February 2014). 

The election was conducted in two rounds, wherein 
the first round a candidate must receive at least 50%. 
A second round is held only if the 50% mark has not 
been met, leading to the top two candidates to rally 
to clinch the election (Graham-Harrison). With 11 
candidates running, a second round would be likely, if 
not inevitable. 

Two months prior to Election Day, the Taliban 
unleashed a violent campaign, surprising the nation 
with a total of 39 suicide bombers, in the hopes of 
creating fear and intimidating voters from going to 
polls (Rod Nordland, Azam Ahmed, and Matthew 
Rosenberg, “Afghan Turnout Is High as Voters Defy 
the Taliban,” The New York Times, 5 April 2014). Yet 
on April 5, Afghan voters turned out in such high 
numbers and so consistently throughout the day that 
polling hours across the country had to be extended. 
A clear success, officials reported that the death toll 

had been far lower than on 
a normal day in Afghanistan, 
due to the government’s 
mobilization of its “entire 
military and police forces, 
some 350,000 in all, and 
backed up by 53,000 NATO 
coalition troops,” to subdue 
widespread concerns among 
American and European 
diplomats, whose countries 
bankroll the Afghan 
government (Nordland, 
Ahmed, and Rosenberg). 

portray persistent glimpses of vitality in the midst of 
the most dire circumstances: a small girl reaching out 
her hand to a seemingly aloof armed officer, an Afghan 
man looking up at a pigeon against the backdrop of a 
remarkable sunset, American soldiers giddily chasing 
a loose chicken through a narrow alley. 

Among countless eulogies for Anja Niedringhaus, 
the words of Associated Press CEO Gary Pruitt in a 

memo to his staff stands out for its comprehensive 
portrait of the photojournalist: “What a life force she 
was: spirited, intrepid and fearless, with a raucous laugh 
that we will always remember...This is a profession of 
the brave and the passionate, those committed to the 
mission of bringing to the world information that is 
fair, accurate and important. Anja Niedringhaus met 
that definition in every way. We will miss her terribly.”

Supporters of Afghan presidential candidate Zalmay Rassoul 
hold flags during a campaign rally in Kabul. Nine candidates 
campaigned in the April 5 presidential election.
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and the differences 
of opinions is 
not surprising 
considering India’s 
large and diverse 
population. India has 
six national parties, 
36 state parties, and 
over 100 regional 
parties to represent 
the many opinions 
of the citizens (www.
elections.in).

During the first 
phase of the election, 
all national parties competed for seats. Since India 
has a parliamentary  system, many minor parties can 
win seats in the Lok Sabha. As the election went on, 
the winning parties became clearer as the two largest 
parties, the INC (Indian National Congress) and the 
BJP (Bharatiya Janata Party), held most of the votes. 
“Stakes are high for the ruling Congress [as the INC is 
commonly known] and the BJP (main opposition) and 
a number of regional parties…as 117 constituencies 
go to polls yet another substantial round of polling 
[will take place],” reports New Delhi Television (Press 
Trust of India, “Battle 2014: High Stakes in Tamil 
Nadu, UP As Round 6 of Polling Begins,” NDTV.com, 
24 April 2014).

Now, as India approach the sixth phase of the 
election, competition becomes more apparent with 
the two potential winners colliding. “Voting in the 

The government further 
assigned security forces to 
see the election through 
and make sure that officials 
followed the guidelines set 
by Karzai’s election laws 
passed last summer. The 
Afghani people triumphed 
in their determination to 
elect a new president over 
fear and intimidation. 
Election officials said that 
an estimated 7 million (of 12 
million eligible voters) turned 
out, 2.5 million more than in the 2009 election, and 
one-third of those voters were women (“Afghanistan: 
Successful Election Raises Morale,” Hewad editorial, 
cited in The Week, 18 April 2014).

Once the results came in, it became clear that 
the front-runner was Abdullah Abdullah, a strong 
opponent of President Karzai and supporter of the 
United States. He garnered 45% of the vote, followed by 

ex-Finance Minister Ashraf 
Ghani Ahmadzai with 32%; 
a second round of elections 
will occur on June 14 (Rod 
Nordland and Azam Ahmed, 
“Afghan Voters Signaling a 
Turn,” The New York Times, 
26 April 2014). The top 
two candidates represent a 
significant shift after years 
of weakening relations with 
the United States, turning 
toward greater bilateral 
cooperation. Although many 

believe that Abdullah will end up winning the election, 
many moderate Pashtuns worry that a government 
led by him, whose power base has been among Tajiks 
in northern Afghanistan, would drive more Pashtuns, 
the largest ethnic group, into supporting insurgents 
(Nordland and Ahmed). Stay tuned to the June 14th 
election run-off election to find out the winner!

Meanwhile, in other election news...

India Holds Historic Election     by Jenny Li ’14

...The year 2014 
is an important one 
for the political 
system of India, as the 
country prepares for 
the longest general 
election in its history. 
From April 7 to May 12, 
nine phases determine 
the composition of 
the 16th Lok Sabha, 
or the lower (and more 
powerful) house of the 
Indian Parliament, 
which is headed by 
the Prime Minister. 
Unlike in the U.S., 
Indian citizens above 
the age of 18 elect the 
party that they would 

like to lead the country instead of voting for a specific 
person as Prime Minister (the leader of the majority 
party in the parliament is named Prime Minister). 
The current PM, Dr. Manmohan Singh, reached the 
end of his second five-year term, and he and his party 
face a new round of elections. Choosing the new Lok 
Sabha, India can expect a completely new country as 
the core government faces change.

With more than 180 million voters in 117 
seats representing twelve states and territories 
(“Indian Media, ‘Crucial’ Voting Phase of General 
Elections,” BBC News, 24 April 2014), the quantity 

Rahul Gandhi is the son, grandson, 
and great-grandson of former 
Prime Ministers Rajiv Gandhi, 
Indira Gandhi, and Jawaharlal 
Nehru, respectively.

Afghan presidential candidate Abdullah Abdullah, center, 
waves to supporters at an election rally in Kabul.

New Prime Minister Narenda Modi
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sixth phase will decide the fate of many political 
bigwigs and regional satraps,” according to The Asian 
Age ( “All 39 TN Seats at Stake  in 2nd Biggest Phase,”  
23 April 2014). During this phase, the political opinions 
become more divided between the two parties. Rahul 
Gandhi of the INC, which is the current ruling party, 
“has long been seen as a prime-minister-in-waiting” 

because of his famous Nehru-Gandhi family who had 
always been major figures in politics (“Indians Vote on 
Key Election Day,” BBC News, 3 April 2014). While 
the charismatic Narendra Modi proves to be a strong 
opposing force, leading The Economist to ask “can 
anyone stop Narendra Modi?” (“Indian Elections: Mr. 
Modi and His Enemies,” The Guardian, 13 April 2014), 
both candidates are now embarking on a countrywide 
tour to speak with different areas of India to gain 
support.  Results of the composition of the 16th 
Lok Sabha will be announced on May 16th, but until 
then, both parties have equal chances of winning the 
majority.

[Editor’s Note: On May 16, Narenda Modi’s BJP 
Party was declared the winner, earning 31% of the 
vote to Mr. Gandhi’s INC total of 19.3%. Mr. Modi 
was sworn in as Prime Minister of India on May 26. 
According to the Election Commission of India, 815 
million people were eligible to vote, an increase of 100 
million voters since the 2009 general election, making 
the 2014 Indian elections the largest election ever in 
the world.] 

“Fighting Tigers”: President Xi’s 
Anti-Corruption Campaign in China     by Xin Wen ’14

The photo of China’s president, Xi Jinping, waiting 
in line to buy steamed buns raised a great sensation on 
Chinese social media. This image of the leader of the 
people, and from the people, 
seemed to corroborate his 
determination to crack 
down on corruption in 
Chinese politics. Although 
his predecessor, Hu 
Jintao, had also adopted a 
temporary anti-corruption 
campaign upon assuming 
power, Xi has conducted 
his campaign with visible 
resolution by promising to 
target both “tigers” (high-
ranking officials) and “flies” 
(low-ranking officials) 
(Jonathan Sullivan, “Xi’s 
Corruption Crackdown,” The National Interest, 3 April 
2014). In its report called, “Using ‘Zero Tolerance’ 
to Look at the Current Atmosphere of ‘Fighting 
Tigers,” China’s Central Commission for Discipline 
Inspection claimed that this is not a “selective fight 
against corruption” (Yang Hengjun, “Why Chinese 
People Doubt the Anti-Corruption Campaign,” The 
Diplomat, 26 April 2014). 

While initially many people remained suspicious 
of how long this campaign would last and how far it 
would penetrate, the arrests of big-named officials, 
such as the former security chief and a member of 

the Standing Committee of the Politburo, Zhou 
Yongkang, have certainly revealed Xi’s ambition 
behind this campaign. At the beginning of 2012, The 

Financial Times dubbed 
Zhou as “arguably the most 
powerful man in China” 
(Evan Osnos, “China’s 
Fifteen-Mil l ion-Dollar 
Purge,” The New Yorker, 
2 April 2014). Many of 
Zhou’s close relatives were 
arrested and his assets and 
bank accounts confiscated. 
According to Reuters, his 
seized wealth was worth 
about 90 million yuan, or 
15 million dollars (Osnos). 

The question is: why take down these big names 
now? There are several possible answers, both strategic 
and practical. First, President Xi is trying to restore 
public trust of the Party. Over the last three decades 
of China’s white-hot economic development, because 
of the underdeveloped regulations, corruption 
has been prevalent in all levels of the government, 
which has generated much discontent and criticism 
among the people. President Xi’s adoption of a 
more populist image from his predecessors and this 
comprehensive campaign of eradicating corruption 
have certainly gained approval among many Chinese. 
However, should people have so much faith that this 
campaign may change the political culture that led 

Chinese President Xi Jinping

Indians stand in line to cast their votes outside a polling station 
during parliamentary elections in Jammu, on April 10. 
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to so much corruption in 
the first place? The New 
Yorker journalist Evan 
Osnos suggests that, “Xi 
is betting that he can keep 
the public focused on 
[high-ranked officials] and 
on their purported acts 
of iniquity, rather than on 
the political culture that 
produced them.” On the 
other hand, some may hold 
more optimistic views that 
this campaign is more 
than a mere distraction 
given its intensity and 
length. It also represents 
a power struggle between 
the new leadership and the old, with Xi using this 
campaign to replace his political rivals with reform-

Former Chinese Politburo Standing Committee Member Zhou 
Yongkang in a March 2011 photo. He has not been mentioned in 
China’s official media for seven months.

minded allies for future 
reforms (Shannon Tiezzi, 
“What’s Behind Xi’s Anti-
Corruption Campaign,” 
The Diplomat, 17 April 
2014).

At the same time, most 
people are more concerned 
about how effective and 
long-lasting a top-down 
anti-corruption campaign 
can be. People have 
certainly garnered hope 
in this new wave of fight 
against corruption, but to 

fundamentally change the 
political culture, “a system 
to fight corruption and the 

supervision of the people (and media)” is urgently 
needed (Yang).

the 1951 Treaty of San Francisco. In 1971, these islands 
were returned to Japan by the United States under the 
Okinawa Reversion Deal, with no objections from 
China. Japan claims only since the emergence of oil 
resources in the 1970s did China and Taiwan begin 
to take an interest in the islands and begin to declare 
their ownership (Marianne Lavelle and Jeff Smith, 
“Why Are China and Japan Sparring Over Eight Tiny, 
Uninhabited Islands?,” NationalGeographic.com, 26 
October 2012). 

China, on the other hand, 
claims that the islands have 
belonged to it for hundreds 
of years and are an important 
fishing ground for the country. 
China also says that the islands 
should not have been returned 
to the Japanese, but rather 
to China under the Treaty of 
San Francisco. China believes 
the reason the issue was not 
raised earlier was because the 
Taiwanese Kuomintang leader 
Chiang Kai-shek still needed 
American support (“How 
Uninhabited Islands Soured 
China-Japan Ties”) in its war 
for independence.

In April of 2012, the 
Japanese government reached a deal with the private 
Japanese owner of the islands to purchase three of the 
five islands for $24.5 million (Julian Ryall, “Japan Agrees 
to Buy Disputed Senkaku Islands,” Telegraph.co.uk, 5 
September 2012). Upon hearing the news, China was 

Tensions are on the rise between China and 
Japan as no decision can be reached as to who has 
jurisdiction over the Japanese-named Senkaku and 
Chinese-named Diaoyu Islands. Located in the East 
China Sea, this uninhabited chain of five small islands 
and three rocks totals up to seven square kilometers 
(“How Uninhabited Islands Soured China-Japan 
Ties,” BBC.com, 24 April 2014), an amount of land that 
would seem insignificant. However, these islands are 
something of great value to both China and Japan; they 
offer rich fishing grounds, are 
close to important shipping 
routes, and are located near 
gas and oil reserves. The most 
valuable aspect of these islands 
is something not quite as 
obvious: their location. With 
China and the United States 
vying for military superiority 
in the Pacific, these islands 
could prove to be crucial 
assets to either country (Jethro 
Mullen and Chelsea J. Carter, 
“China Slams ‘Inappropriate’ 
U.S. Remarks On Territorial 
Dispute with Japan,” CNN.
com, 25 November 2013).

Japan claims it surveyed 
the land for close to ten years, 
and finally, in 1895, formally incorporated the islands 
under Japanese jurisdiction (BBC.com). But after 
the Japanese were defeated in World War II, they 
relinquished control over these and multiple other 
regions, including Taiwan and parts of China, under 

Island Politics: The Senkaku/Diaoyu Conflict    by Max Sbriglio ’15
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zone” (Mullen and 
Carter).

Under the security 
alliance created in 1960 
between the United 
States and Japan, the 
U.S. is allowed to have 
military bases stationed 
in Japan, with the 
condition that the 
American military will 
defend Japan in the event 
of an attack. Because of 
this, the United States is 

backing Japan’s claims to the islands, creating another 
strain on China-U.S. relations (Mullen and Carter). As 
nationalist sentiment rises for both China and Japan, 
any possible diplomatic resolution, with neither 
side is willing to compromise, seems more and more 
uncertain, and the prospect of a conflict between the 
two countries seems increasingly imminent.

outraged; citizens took 
to the streets in protest 
and ambassadorial 
complaints ensued. China 
has since been sailing 
government vessels 
around the islands, with 
Japan claiming them 
to be trespassing on its 
waters. A year later, in 
November 2013, China 
announced it would be 
creating an “air-defense 
identification zone,” 
which would require any aircraft in the area to comply 
with Chinese air regulations (Matt Schiavenza, “How a 
Tiny Island Chain Explains the China-Japan Dispute,” 
TheAtlantic.com, 4 December 2013). Unsurprisingly, 
the islands in question are incorporated into the zone. 
Japan considered this to be a “unilateral escalation 
and declared it would ignore the new air identification 

David and Goliath: Japan’s Crippling Public Debt    by Paul Nguyen ’14

As Japan’s public debt continued to rise at the end of 
2013, reaching one quadrillion yen (1,017.9 trillion yen, 
or $10.46 trillion), according to the Japanese Finance 
Ministry, and nearly doubling its GDP  (“Japan’s Debt 
Hits Record High,” Euronews.com, 10 February 2014), a 
potential market crash has been predicted to come in 
the form of hyperinflation, which has happened only 
twice in Japanese history: during the Meiji Period and 
the Second World War. Indeed, Japan’s public debt is 
226.1% of its GDP, up from 219% in 2012, ranking it 
first among all countries in the world. For the sake 
of comparison, the United States ranks 36th, with a 
public debt of 72% of its GDP (CIA World Factbook, 
April 2014).

Japan already had a large amount of public debt—
“the cumulative total of all government borrowings, 
less repayments that are denominated in a country’s 
home currency” (CIA World Factbook)—and a budget 
deficit of -8.2% of its GDP due to the global 
economic crisis, even before the disastrous impact of 
the tsunami and earthquake in 2011. There have been 
several restoration efforts made by the government 
in response, Abenomics being one of the most well 
known. This term, coined by the Prime Minister 
Shinzo Abe, represents a financial strategy containing 
three main points: fiscal stimulus, structural reform, 
and quantitative easing. But even though the stimulus 
factor does show some positive signs, such as warming 
up the stock market and lowering the unemployment 
rate, fiscal stimulus also creates some downsides by 
borrowing immediate consumption’s future money, 
risking the market’s credibility (“Don’t Mention the 
Debt,” The Economist, 4 May 2013).

One of the main foundations of this plan is the 
surprisingly low interest rates bond that the Japanese 
government has been enjoying. Japanese households 
are holding about 90% of the government debt and are 
also willing to receive the less than 1% interest rate in 
10 years time  (Clifton B. Parker, “Stanford Economist 
Warns of Japanese Fiscal Crisis,” Stanford Report, 27 
March 2014). However, even with the patience of 
the Japanese citizens, this crisis will not be easily 
solved, as the high GDP-to-debt ratio displays the 
potentials of a major fiscal crisis, best exemplified by 
Greece and some other southern European countries. 
Furthermore, the aging Japanese population is also 
likely to pose a threat to government bonds, as they 
are retiring in the next ten years, inhibiting the private 
sector financial assets with the declining working age 
population (Parker).

To solve this problem, the Japanese government 
has been trying to call for more support from Japanese 
households by starting several campaigns. Among 
the prominent faces appearing in these campaigns 
are a famous all-girl pop band with a large male 
audience and a former 1980s Playboy Japan model 
(Ben McLannahan, “Japanese Debt: Still Climbing,” 
Financial Times, 24 March 2014). Most recently, Japan 
has announced that it will raise the consumption tax 
for the first time in 17 years, a move to avoid deflation, 
to fund Abenomics, and to maintain social welfare for 
its fast-aging population. Even though this decision 
might have a small impact on the future economic 
growth, it has been largely accepted by Japanese people 
as an unavoidable last resort (“Japan Raises Sales Tax 
for First Time in 17 Years,” BBC, 1 April 2014).
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For many, Nelson Mandela 
represented a new South 
Africa. He brought with him 
determination, courage, and 
the will to strive against all 
obstacles in pursuit of an 
equal society. During my time 
in the country, I witnessed 
the love and concern that 
many South Africans held for 
Nelson Mandela. During the 
summer of 2013, I was able 
to visit South Africa through 
Loomis Chaffee’s Center for Global 
Studies. At the time, Mandela was 
in the hospital, on the brink of 
death. Many knew this and were 
very saddened by the realization 
that this great man would soon be 
gone. 

While in South Africa, we 
learned about the critical role 
Mandela played in uniting the 
country through sports, particularly 
through rugby and the Springboks 
national team. He encouraged 
both blacks and whites throughout 
the country to come together 
in order to support their national rugby team in 
the 1995 Rugby World Cup. With his support and 
encouragement everyone in the country unified to 
propel the Springboks to a World Cup victory.

During our trip a woman told us that, although 
Mandela was dying, his fighting spirit and 
determination would certainly live on. She believed 
that even though Mandela would no longer exist 
physically, the people of South Africa would carry on 
his fight for social equality. However, others in the 
country worried that Mandela’s passing would bring 
about extreme sadness and chaos throughout South 
Africa. Many worried people in the country would 
lose hope in their ability to achieve equality without 
Mandela there to lead their movement. 

Luckily, as we have witnessed over recent 

months, since his death 
last December, people have 
mourned the loss of this 
great hero but they have 
refused to let that enrage 
or deter them. Mandela was 
the ultimate example of 
what a leader under pressure 
should be. Mandela, first and 
foremost, was a servant to 
the people and their needs. 
He put the betterment of his 

country and its citizens before 
himself in his fight for freedom. 
Mandela represented his humility 
and selflessness by accepting his 
jail sentence, ultimately serving 27 
years. Instead of coming out of jail 
and cursing the people who placed 
him there, Mandela tried to unite 
South Africa. He taught people to 
forgive and change their antiquated 
ways of thinking. By leading the 
movement for the abolition of 
apartheid in 1994, Mandela showed 
South Africa that it was no longer 
a white vs. black world. That same 
year he made history as he became 

South Africa’s first democratically elected president. 
As I have learned in my Desegregation & 

Democracy in South Africa class here at Loomis, 
Mandela’s most astounding accomplishment after 
years of oppression was to create the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission, which focused on 
healing the country’s wounds left from years of human 
rights abuses through forgiveness and truth. He 
also established the Nelson Mandela Foundation to 
combat poverty and HIV/AIDS. His determination 
and desire for a better South Africa is evident in all 
the work he did before, and especially after, his time 
in prison. Mandela passed away on December 5, 2013. 
He walked this earth for 95 years as a hero to not only 
those in South Africa, but also to the world.

On July 18, 1918, the man who would one day lead 
his nation out of decades of unimaginable oppression 
was born in South Africa’s Eastern Cape as Rolihlahla, 

or “troublemaker.” Young Rolihlahla, next in the line 
of Thembu tribal leaders, displayed a combination 
of impressive mental aptitude and outright 

An Even Longer Walk to Freedom     by Billy Holloway ’15

africa

Nelson Mandela’s Legacy: Past and Present     by Justin Morales ’14

Nelson Mandela, icon of the anti-apartheid movement

An apartheid-era notice on a beach near 
Capetown, denoting the area for whites only, 
c. 1976.
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tremendous bipartisan 
support, on September 
26, 1986 Reagan used 
his veto power against 
the Anti-Apartheid Act, 
equating it to “economic 
warfare” (David A. Love, 
“Reagan Criticism in 
Wake of Mandela Death 
Strikes a Nerve,” MSNBC.
com, 11 December 2013). 
Ultimately, however, the 
collective support for 
the Act would prove too 
powerful, as Reagan’s veto 
was overridden days later 
by huge majorities in the 
House of Representatives 
(313-83) and Senate (78-
21) (thomas.loc.gov). 
Thus, the men and 
women representing the 

American public in Congress successfully confronted 
Reagan on one of the most important moral issues of 
a generation. Fast forward less than four years later, to 
February 11, 1990, and Mandela walked out of Victor 
Verster Prison, a free man for the first time in 27 years; 
it seemed as if we had finally come full circle.

No truly revolutionary occasion will garner 
unanimous public support. This said, one would 
expect that, in hindsight, the select individuals whom 
we hold in high enough esteem to elect to public 

office would be able to admit 
their past mistakes. However, 
former Vice President Dick 
Cheney had this to say following 
Mandela’s death: “I don’t have 
any problems at all with the 
vote I cast 20 years ago,” in 
reference to his opposition to 
the Anti-Apartheid Act (Nick 
Wing, “Dick Cheney Didn’t 
Regret His Vote Against Freeing 
Nelson Mandela, Maintained 
He Was A ‘Terrorist,’” The 
Huffington Post, 6 December 
2013). As a consolation, he added 
that Mandela was a “great man” 

who had “mellowed” in recent years (Wing). While it 
might mark an improvement on previous sentiments, 
the fact that a preeminent American politician still 
opposes many aspects of the ANC’s (African National 
Congress) fight for equality only further highlights the 
numerous obstacles Mandela overcame on the path 
to equality and cooperation. Despite the adversity of 
years past, it is how we harness Mandela’s vision in 
our future actions that will ultimately determine the 
impact of his legacy.

determination (or to some, 
stubbornness) throughout 
his formative years. It 
would be this potent 
combination of indomitable 
wit and unflappable resolve 
that would allow Nelson 
Mandela to confront, and 
ultimately overcome, the 
oppressive single-party rule 
of apartheid. Now, as we near 
six months since his passing, 
it seems that the time is 
right to assess whether 
or not we, as members 
of the international 
community, are adhering 
to the principles set forth 
by Mandela. Additionally, 
when considering his 
overwhelmingly positive 
legacy as it stands today, one 
must not overlook the fact that Mandela was once 
considered a bloodthirsty terrorist.

The story of Nelson Mandela’s unprecedented rise 
to the pinnacle of anti-apartheid activism is a well-
documented phenomenon that most recently included 
the motion picture Mandela: Long Walk to Freedom. 
While we mainly hear stories that portray Mandela as 
a pioneer of freedom, human rights, and equality with 
the support of democratic nations such as our own, 
there is a darker twist that is often omitted. Though 
today, few have the audacity to 
call into question his selfless 
servitude of the country he loved, 
Mandela once faced a great deal 
of adversity from some of the 
leaders that we hold closest to 
our hearts, including President 
Ronald Reagan.

After his resounding victory 
in the presidential election of 
1980, Reagan faced a number of 
crucial decisions on some of the 
defining domestic issues of the 
time, such as how to reinvigorate 
a reeling economy and how to 
reestablish his ideal vision of 
America; however, his commitment to eradicating 
communism around the globe often took precedence. 
As anti-apartheid activism gained a foothold in the 
international community, many Americans sought to 
partake in the peaceful shift away from apartheid. 
Subsequently, Congress passed the Comprehensive 
Anti-Apartheid Act of 1986, an interventionist 
measure that stood in stark contrast to Reagan’s 
lenient policy of constructive engagement. Even 
though the bill passed both houses of Congress with 

In 2008 Nelson Mandela posed outside the Victor 
Verster Prison, where he spent the final 14 months 
of his 27-year captivity.

The U.S. Congress passed the Comprehensive Anti-Apartheid Act 
in 1986, calling for sanctions against South Africa. The bill was 
vetoed by President Reagan, but days later was overridden by 
both houses of Congress.  At a press conference celebrating the 
veto override are Trans Africa Director Randall Robinson, House 
Majority Whip William Gray (D-PA), Sen. Lowell P. Weicker, Jr. 
(R-CT), Sen. Edward M. Kennedy (D-MA), and Coretta Scott King, 
widow of Martin Luther King, Jr.
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April 7, 2014 marked the 20th anniversary of the 
cruel Rwandan genocide that provoked shock and 
horror from the rest of the world. Over a period of 
roughly 100 days lasting from early April to mid-July 
of 1994, an estimated 800,000 to 1 million Rwandans 

lost their lives in the slaughter (“Rwanda: How the 
Genocide Happened,” BBC.com, 17 May 2011). The 
majority of those killed were of the Tutsi ethnic group, 
along with some moderate members of Rwanda’s other 
prominent ethnic group, the Hutus. While the two 
groups share a language, many traditions, and land, 
past conflicts created tension 
and resentment between the 
majority Hutus and minority 
Tutsis, which built up to the 
bloodshed that began on 
April 7, 1994. The catalyst for 
this tragedy was the death of 
Rwandan President Juvenal 
Habyarimana, a Hutu, in a 
plane crash on April 6. Theories 
of attacks by Tutsi rebel groups 
or Hutu extremists spread 
like wildfire and, whatever the 
truth may be, violent outbursts 
broke out beginning the next 
day and continuing for the 100-
day reign of terror. 

While Habyarimana’s 
death sparked the rampage 
of retribution by the Hutus, 
this heated incident cannot 
be labeled as the sole cause 
of this genocide. Years of 

ethnic tension plagued Rwanda, beginning when 
Belgian colonists arrived and deemed the Tutsis to 
be superior to the Hutus, leading to a disparity in 
work and educational opportunities between the two. 
Inevitably, resentment on the part of the Hutus rose 
and built up to a series of riots in 1959, resulting in 
the death of over 20,000 Tutsis. Rwanda became an 
independent country in 1962, and the Hutus took 
power. In the years following, a group known as the 
RPF (Rwandan Patriotic Front), comprised of Tutsi 
refugees and some moderate Hutus, began to gain 
attention. Some consider the RPF a prime suspect 
for the devastating plane crash, still unsolved, that 
sparked the genocide. 

Now, twenty years later, the traumatic and savage 
slaughter is still fresh in the minds of the many 
Rwandans who gathered to remember and mourn 
those lost, “while more than half of the country’s 
current population was born afterward, thousands of 
them the product of rapes” (“The World at a Glance: 
Kigali, Rwanda,” The Week, 18 April 2014). The official 
grieving began three months ago, when a torch began 
to tour towns and villages around the country. The 
flame was lit for 100 days, symbolic of the length of 
time of the murders, and concluded at the national 
genocide memorial in Kigali. At the national stadium, 
Amahoro, survivors of the massacre narrated their 
stories, eliciting shock and overwhelming emotion 
from many in the crowd. Rwanda’s minister of foreign 
affairs, Louise Mushikiwabo declared, “Twenty 
years ago today our country fell into deep ditches of 
darkness. Twenty years later, today, we are a country 

united and a nation elevated” 
(Associated Press, “Rwanda 
Genocide: 20th Anniversary 
Brings a Nation Together to 
Mourn,” The Guardian, 7 April 
2014).

However, the 20th 
anniversary of the genocide 
did not merely evoke 
impassioned memories of 
survival and condemnation 
of the tragedy. Some focused 
on those perpetrators who 
have not been brought to 
justice, many of whom fled 
to the United States. Jean 
Bosco Mutangana, a Rwandan 
prosecutor and head of the 
government’s international 
crimes unit, claims, “You 
cannot have reconciliation 
without real, true justice being 
done” (Sudarsan Raghavan, 

Rwanda, 20 Years After Genocide     by Paige Mickel ’14

President of Rwanda since 2000, Paul Kagame 
commanded the rebel force that ended the 1994 
Genocide. Kagame was born to a Tutsi family in 
southern Rwanda before fleeing with his family to 
Uganda, where he spent most of his childhood.

The Rwandan genocide of 1994 wasn’t an isolated event. It was 
the most horrific in a string of mass murders perpetrated by the 
Hutu against the Tutsi, and vice versa, since 1962, when Belgium 
granted independence to Rwanda and Burundi, two neighboring 
nations in Africa’s Great Lakes region.
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recovering nation and the world of the unimaginable 
tragedy to rock Rwanda merely twenty years ago, and 
nearly seventy years after the Holocaust in Europe. 
Although the country’s economy is expanding, life 
expectancy is rising, and poverty is declining, Rwanda 
is still marred by the divisive consequences of this 
horrendous misfortune. President Kagame looked 
to the future at the memorial service, affirming “We 
remember that more than a million lives were lost in 
the genocide. We honor the strength of survivors, as 
well as the resilience of Rwandans, that has kept our 
nation alive” (Anugrah Kumar, ”Rwandan President 
Speaks at Saddleback Church on 20th Anniversary of 
Genocide,” The Christian Post, 28 April 2014).

“Rwandans Mark 20th Anniversary of Genocide 
Amid Reminders That Justice Has Yet to Be Done,” 
The Washington Post, 7 April 2014). In addition, the 
anniversary serves as a reminder of the lack of aid 
Rwanda received from the international community 
at the time of the crisis. Accusations were launched 
by current Rwandan President Paul Kagame against 
France and Belgium for not preventing the genocide, 
an allegation exacerbated by the fact that France was 
a close ally with the Hutu-led government in power 
before the genocide began. France’s ambassador 
to Rwanda was prohibited from attending events 
marking the anniversary as a result of these charges 
of complicity. 

Overall, this milestone reminded the still-

In recent years, evangelical Christianity has 
swept across Africa, bringing with it a slew of new 
laws banning homosexuality, which conflicts with 
traditional Christian beliefs regarding the structure 
of the nuclear family. As a result of this newfound 
evangelical zeal, various African nations have begun to 
enforce the previously lenient laws set up in the 19th 
and 20th centuries by European conquering nations 
regarding penalties on homosexual practices (“Africa’s 
Anti-Gay Crackdown,” The Week, 4 April 2014). 
Nigeria’s President, Goodluck Jonathan, recently 
signed an anti-gay law that inflicts a 14-year prison 
sentence upon members of a same-sex marriage and a 
10-year sentence on those who “promote” gay lifestyles, 
including men and women working to combat AIDS/
HIV. Following in Jonathan’s footsteps, Ugandan 
president Yoweri Museveni recently enacted a similar 
law, which assigns a 14-year prison term to first-time 
offenders and life in prison to repeat offenders, or 
people who engage in gay sex with a minor or someone 

Uganda’s Anti-Gay Laws     by Sam Verney ’14

with HIV (Sudarsan Raghavan, “Ugandan 
Leader Signs Harsh Anti-Gay Bill, Ignores 
Warning From Obama,” The Washington Post, 
24 February 2014). This new law, which has 
raised many an international eyebrow, actually 
has significant support from the Ugandan 
people; a Pew Research report in 2013 found 
that 96% of the Ugandan population believes 
that society should not accept homosexuality 
(Elizabeth Landau, Zain Verjee, and Antonia 
Mortensen, “Uganda President: Homosexuals 
are ‘Disgusting,’” CNN.com, 25 February 2014). 

In spite of this considerable support, 
the bill, which has been in circulation since 
2009, has prompted some outrage from more 
liberally minded Ugandans. In the wake of the 
bill’s passage, Frank Mugisha, a prominent 
gay rights activist, tweeted, “Officially illegal 
— President Museveni signs law to send 
me to jail” (Raghavan), thus declaring his 

intention to combat this bill, and attempt to mitigate 

President Yoweri Museveni of Uganda

Masked Kenyan supporters of the LGBT community stage a protest against 
Uganda’s anti-gay bill in front of the Ugandan High Commission in Nairobi, 
Kenya.
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the world, ranging from Texans to South Africans 
to Indonesians. The diverse mix of people truly 
reflected how tourism made Tanzania the wonderful 

the damaging effect it could have on those forced 
to live under it. The president himself remained 
undecided on the bill for quite some time: he wished 
to confirm, via a team of scientists, his suspicion that 
being gay is a choice, and not a biological compulsion, 
which was ultimately the questionable conclusion 
his team of scientists reached. In an interview with 
CNN, Museveni said, “I was regarding it as an inborn 
problem. Genetic distortion—that was my argument. 
But now our scientists have knocked this one out” 
(Landau, Verjee, and Mortensen), thus presenting the 
shift in his paradigm of understanding the source of 
homosexuality. 

Opposed to this law stands the United States, 
one of Uganda’s most prominent financial allies, 
offering an annual $400 million in aid (Raghavan). In 
response to the passage of this bill, President Obama 
declared it “abhorrent,” stating that America feels 
“deeply disappointed” in Uganda’s newfound stance 
on homosexuality (Raghavan), and that this new 

It all began when Rafiki raised Simba to the sky. 
From that moment on, “Circle of Life” was regularly 
playing on repeat, and I desperately wanted to ditch 
my comfort zone in pursuit of my own East African 
adventure. In August of 2013, when the opportunity 
finally arose, my family and I plunged in head first for the 
experience of a lifetime. Setting foot in Tanzania may 
seem like a culture shock one cannot imagine, and at 
times it was just that. However, the tourist population 
is so great that it can be easy to forget Tanzania, is 
in fact, a third world country. As soon as we reached 
the airport in the Lake Manyara region of Arusha, 
swarms of tourists lined up to obtain Tanzanian visas. 
After the fingerprint scans, photographs, and intense 
questioning from the security guards, we made our 
way to the parking lot and spotted a tall man holding 
a sign that read “Mandavilli.” He drove us to the lodge 
in a chunky terrain SUV, and I was in awe. The whole 
ride there was absolutely barren, aside from the faded 
view of Mount Kilimanjaro hidden behind the cloudy 
night sky. Upon arriving to the lodge, we were greeted 
almost instantaneously by the bellhops who carried 
our bags to the rooms. We followed them down an 
uneven stone path and in we walked. If there had not 
been mosquito nets covering the beds, there would be 
no way of knowing we were in Sub-Saharan Africa. It 
was then that I became extremely aware of how the 
tourist industry worked in the two countries I would 
explore for the next two weeks. It was 14 days worth 
of safaris in a myriad of different locations.

The first couple nights were spent at a lodge in the 
Ngorongoro Crater with a view that no words could 
possibly describe. We met tourists from all around 

Karibu Sana! Tourists Welcome in Tanzania and Kenya    
by Shivani Mandavilli ’15

One of the most famous tribes in Africa are the Maasai tribe in 
East Africa. Here are two Maasai women in Kenya.

bill must play a role in the USA’s consideration of 
whether or not to renew funding to Uganda, and to 
what extent. Museveni, however, seems unconcerned 
by the vast disapproval of his most significant 
financial ally, holding fast to his belief that opinions 
on matters such as these should be kept private, a 
somewhat hypocritical point of view for a man who 
just signed a bill forcing his views on this matter onto 
every single resident of his country. Furthermore, 
Museveni somewhat blames the West for bringing 
homosexuality to Africa, even going so far as to claim 
that Americans bring homosexuality into schools by 
funding groups that spread western beliefs on the 
matter (Landau, Verjee, and Mortensen). 

Given the vast cultural gulf, it seems improbable 
that the United States and Uganda will come to see 
eye to eye on this matter anytime soon, and so the 
future of Uganda’s LGBT population hangs delicately 
in the balance for the foreseeable future.
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Nairobi mall shooting in September 2013. Although 
there were warnings and hesitations post-1998, 
there has been a rise in tourism recently, and “from 
2008 to 2011 tourist arrivals in Kenya climbed from 

approximately 1.2 million to 1.8 million, according to 
Kenyan government figures -- a 50% increase” (Simon 
Busch, “Mall Attack Another Blow to Kenya’s Tourism 
Industry,” CNN.com, 24 September 2013). However, it 
is unclear how these statistics will be affected in the 
future in light of Kenya’s recent mall shooting.

I was anything but ready to fly back across 
the Atlantic. Yes, my family and I had enjoyed a 

phenomenal two weeks 
of safaris, delicious 
food, surreal views, and 
interesting conversation. 
There is so much more 
to learn about these two 
countries and how they 
worked. A few weeks 
after returning home, we 
turned on the TV to hear 
about the shootings in a 
Nairobi mall where we 
had been shopping a mere 
three weeks earlier. The 
same questions that had 
been asked about the 1998 

attack were repeated. It 
was sad to hear that some 

people may stop traveling to these countries because 
of one incident. Despite my slightly pessimistic view 
of the tourism industry and what it has done to the 
native peoples of Kenya and Tanzania, I know tourism 
makes these astounding places what they are and I 
cannot wait to go back and brush up on my Swahili!

place it is. When seated for dinner, our conversation 
was interrupted by the lively, native music of the 
indigenous Maasai tribe. Members of the tribe made 
their way into the dining hall and provided us with 
a chant and dance, that I’m sure was 
supposed to create a mood preparing 
us for all Tanzania had to offer. I usually 
am not a cynical thinker, but it seemed 
awfully strange that a native tribe was 
brought in by a chain hotel company to 
perform. Various thoughts and questions 
ran through my mind and provided for 
many riveting dinner conversations to 
come. Did the Maasai people strike 
up some sort of deal with the hotel? 
Inquiries of the sort ran through my 
brain for the next few days in Tanzania. 

A few days later, we were brought to 
an airstrip where we took what could be 
confused as a toy plane and flew to the 
border in order to claim the documents 
needed to enter Kenya. The first day 
in Maasai Mara, our driver took us to 
a Maasai village in the middle of the 
national reserve. As soon as we arrived, 
the tribe danced and chanted for us. 
Unlike the Maasai in Tanzania, only the chief spoke 
English. We then walked around, toured their homes, 
and were asked to purchase something from the gift 
shop. A gift shop? In the middle of a national reserve? 
The chief explained to us that the money was used 
to fund the education of Maasai generations to come 
that would otherwise have no way of eventually 
making a living that did not include staying with the 
tribe. Their only way out 
was through the help of 
tourists.

Tourism has completely 
changed the face of 
Tanzania and Kenya. 
Everything is developing 
at a rapid rate and no 
one’s life is the same as 
it had been in the past. 
Tourism accounts for a 
rather large portion of the 
GDP in both countries: 
47.4% of Tanzania’s 
GDP is from services, 
as opposed to 27.6% and 
25% from agriculture and 
industry, respectively, while 
in Kenya services accounts for 53.3% of the GDP, 
while agriculture and industry comprise just 29.3% 
and 17.4%, respectively (CIA World Factbook, 2013 
estimates).  I wondered if there had been a decline in 
tourism after the 1998 attacks on the U.S. embassies 
in Tanzania and Kenya by al Qaeda, and then the 

Mount Kilimanjaro, located in northern Tanzania near the Kenyan border, is the 
highest peak in Africa and the highest free-standing mountain in the world.

The Ngorongoro Crater Lodge, amidst the spectacular landscape 
of the Ngorongoro Conservation Area
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population, the act is an 
infringement upon their 
religious beliefs and study 
of Judaism. Moshe Gafni, 
a member of the ultra-
Orthodox United Party, 
claimed that with the 
passage of the bill, “Israel 
lost the right to be called a 
Jewish state” (Ruth Eglash, 
“Israeli Parliament Passes 
Trio of Controversial Laws,” 
The Washington Post, 12 
March 2014). Opponents of 
this bill insist that the young 
ultra-Orthodox population 

serves the nation through their study of prayer and 
torah, which preserves Israel’s rich Jewish education 
and heritage.

Meanwhile, advocates of the near-universal 
conscription requirement in Israel see this bill as a 
step in the right direction. Yaakov Peri of Israel’s Yesh 
Atid Party, which promotes a more secular Israel and 
emphasizes improving civil life, explains, “The change 
begins [with this bill] and [will] transform the face of 
Israeli society unrecognizably” (Scott Neuman, “Israel 
OKs Controversial Law to Conscript Ultra-Orthodox 
Jews,” NPR.com, 12 March 2014).

This law will set the tone for a much larger debate 
in the country over religion’s role in the future of 
Israel. Many Israelis view the passage of this bill 
as only one of the steps needed to undo what they 
see as unfairly advantageous benefits for the ultra-
Orthodox. With high unemployment and poverty 
rampant within Israel’s religious sector many question 
the ultra-Orthodox education system, which often 
forgoes the study math and science in favor of greater 

emphasis on religious studies.
Israeli officials hope that 

Orthodox integration into the 
military will give way to greater 
overall integration of the ultra-
Orthodox community into the 
Israeli economy and education 
system. However, it seems that 
the well-intentioned policy 
aimed at promoting equality, 
fairness, and assimilation 
has actually resulted in 
controversy, one that has 
polarized the nation.

When hundreds of 
thousands of Jews fled to 
Israel during the early-mid 
20th century, they left the 
pogroms and discrimination 
of Eastern Europe with the 
mission of creating a safe 
and accepting environment 
to practice Judaism. The 
original Jewish settlers of 
what we now know as Israel 
were eminently religious; 
however, as Israel has 
modernized and advanced 
as a nation, it has grown 
surprisingly secular. Israel’s 
Jewish identity has transformed from a mainly 
religious one into one of brotherhood, culture, and 
history.

The majority of Israelis no longer abide by all of 
the strict rules of the Torah, instead only observing 
the main holidays and cultural events of Judaism. In 
fact, Israel’s ultra-Orthodox Jewish population, who 
make up approximately 8% of the country, is one of 
the few groups in Israel that has continued to devoutly 
practice religion (Nicholas Casey, “Israel’s Ultra-
Orthodox Stage Massive Protest Against Draft,” 
The Wall Street Journal, 2 March 2014). Historically, 
ultra-Orthodox Israelis have managed to avoid the 
country’s mandatory military service by pursuing 
their religious studies. In Israel, like in the United 
States, those devoutly studying religion are exempt 
from conscription into the military.

In recent years, however, a movement demanding 
the extension of compulsory military or community 
service to all Israelis, including ultra-Orthodox Jews, 
has taken the country by storm. After years of debate, 
a bill passed through Israel’s 
parliament on March 12 
requiring the army to conscript 
ultra-Orthodox Jews.

The law has proven 
extremely controversial and 
has sparked massive criticism 
from Israel’s conservatives. 
Mass demonstrations and 
protests against the act have 
drawn in thousands of Israelis, 
all of whom strive to voice 
their disapproval of the act. 
To Israel’s ultra-Orthodox 

Hundreds of thousands of ultra-Orthodox Jews gathered on 
March 2 in Jerusalem to demonstrate against plans to make 
them undergo military service.

Orthodox Conscription: Oy Vey!     by Leah Rubin ’14

middle east

An ultra-Orthodox Jewish young man holds a sign 
during a protest in Jerusalem against conscription.
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the people’s “right to information and the access 
to information,” (“Tunisia’s Draft Constitution: An 
English Translation,” Tunisia Live, 21 January 2014), and 
perhaps aiming that declaration at the United States’ 
NSA (National Security Agency), the Constitutional 
Assembly has sought means to create a government 
entirely responsible to the people. The head of the 
NCA commented, that “with the birth of this text, 
we confirm our victory over dictatorship” (Al Jazeera).

Yet the actions of the transitional government, 
so far, have not; despite its 
creation of a constitution 
affirming the merits of 
democracy, the Assembly 
has sought very little advice 
from the people. The 
constitution itself passed in 
the Assembly 200 votes to 
12, a margin large enough 
that a planned referendum 
on the ratification was 
deemed no longer necessary 
(Hoffman). The document 
passed to great fanfare, 
yes, but by no action of 
the people it represents. 
That decision has raised a 
great many questions about 

the viability of a document that has not stood the 
test of a referendum, and a great many more about 
the possibility of a government that may choose to 
ignore the values it has enshrined in law. Further, 
the true value of the input of the citizenry under the 
Constitution of 2014 suggests that the populace may 
be taking a smaller role in government than they have 
been told. The constitution calls for direct voting only 
in elections and presidentially requested plebiscites, 
holding off on all other forms of direct democracy 

(Hoffman). The new 
Tunisia will operate more 
as a republic than the 
democracy espoused by 
the NCA, but whether 
that foreshadows a further 
loss of rights for the people 
has yet to be decided.

Revolutionary not 
only in its political 
progressivism, the highly 
scrutinized constitution 
places an unusual amount 
of emphasis on affirming 
secular values. Noted to be 
the first Arab constitution 
to have its roots in man-

The ordeal began in Tunisia in December 2010—
the ordeal being the momentous Arab Spring, and 
the beginning being the self-immolation of a young 
protester against the dictatorship. The resulting 
cultural revolution has altered the entire dynamic of 
Arab politics. But ironically, perhaps, it is also from 
Tunisia that the first signs of stability have risen as 
well—almost exactly three years after the overthrow 
of the dictatorship, a national representative body 
has passed and ratified a final draft of Tunisia’s new 
constitution. Supported 
by both the secular and 
religious parties, the 
document is, in the words 
of the president of the 
National Constitutional 
Assembly (NCA), “the 
product of an agreement” 
(Dr. Klaus Hoffman, 
“Assessing Tunisia’s New 
Constitution,” Democracy 
International, 5 February 
2014), a valuable attribute 
in a very fractured part 
of the world. It strikes an 
even path between the two 
roads, earnestly pursuing 
democracy and encouraging 
a truly representative government. The three years 
that it has been in assembly have not been the 
smoothest, marked by assassinations and accusations, 
and the finished product reflects that. But in terms 
of its redefinition of the Arab government and its 
unprecedented assertion of environmental, female, 
and religious rights, the call for peace may prove 
nearly as influential, and certainly as momentous, as 
the call for revolution itself.

The political facet of Tunisia’s constitution seeks 
order, transparency, and 
responsibility in place of 
the shadow of dictatorship. 
The President has few 
but significant executive 
powers, specifically in 
defense and foreign affairs, 
though his more powerful 
counterpart, the prime 
minister, is officially 
charged with the approval 
of legislation and creation 
and upkeep of general 
policy (“Tunisia Signs 
New Constitution Into 
Law,” Al Jazeera, 27 January 
2014). And by asserting 

Examining Tunisia’s New Constitution     by Michael Carter ’15

A member of Tunisia’s parliament holds up a copy of a 
document that reads in Arabic “Draft Constitution of the 
Republic of Tunisia.”

Tunisians wave the national flag at a rally in Tunis marking the 
third anniversary of the country’s revolution.
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constitution are certainly notable, it is the document’s 
focus on expanding human rights for all that has led 
United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon to 
proclaim it a “historic milestone” (“Tunisia Assembly 
Passes New Constitution,” BBC, 27 January 2014). 
The most liberal in the Middle East for sure, the 
constitution guarantees the right of citizens, male 
and female alike, to be “equal before the law without 
any discrimination” (Sahar Ghoussoub, “The Best and 
Worst of Tunisia’s New Constitution,” Al-Monitor, 29 
January 2014). In stark contrast to theocracies like 
Saudi Arabia, in which women are denied the right 
to vote, drive, or often even own property, Tunisia’s 
new government allows for the complete freedom 
and equality of women, including the ability to run 
for political office—even the presidency. Of course, 
the policy will have to be upheld in numerous judicial 
cases over decades, as each instance of sex-based 
discrimination comes to light, from the workplace 
to home, and the will of the Tunisian people will 
become more apparent as time goes on. Further, 
the constitution also contains clauses that may 
undermine this theory: the statement that “the right 
to life” is inviolable likely will provide justification for 
proponents of anti-abortion advocates, and the claim 
that the family is the basic structure of society may 
allow future governments to discourage women from 
leaving the home (Tunisia Live).

Further, the Tunisian constitution looks to the future 
in ways that constitutions typically do not. Specifically 
addressing the “right to water,” the document provides 
the government with the ability to control rationing 
and provision, calling for the preservation of resources 

and a nationwide 
scaling-back of 
consumption (Tunisia 
Live). Recommending 
action against climate 
change and pollution 
as well, it is clear that 
Tunisia’s goal here is 
not only to ensure a 
better future through 
legislation, but to 
encourage a revolution 
by example—in many 
ways like the political 
revolution it started. 
Though naturally free 
of any enforcement 
mechanism, the 
environmental clauses 
serve as reminders to a 
progressing nation that 
sustainability will be 

key in an unpredictable political and literal climate.

made, not religious, law (Heba Saleh, “Tunisia Finalizes 
New Constitution,” Financial Times, 24 January 2014), 
the document avoids any mention of sharia law, keeping 
in line with the nation’s large proportion of secularists. 
And while conceding to Ennahda, the religious party, 
that Islam is the national religion of Tunisia (Al 
Jazeera), it proceeds to reaffirm freedom of worship 
for all residents. This emphasis on the religious aspect 
of freedom serves to further separate Tunisia from 
other Arab nations, where parties divided by religion 
find it nearly impossible to work together. The 
situation still is not perfect; the assassination of two 
secular politicians led to a rush within the committee 
to condemn religious extremism and further press 
Ennahda to shift power away from Islam (Saleh). 
The resulting compromise reflects that urgency in 
many ways, from its hasty recognition that Tunisia 
will “commit itself…to the protection of the sacred,” 
heavy words with little explanation, to its promise to 
ban charges of apostasy, or abandonment of religion, 
such as those leveled against a secular member of 
the NCA who received anonymous death threats as 
a result (Amna Guellali, “The Problem with Tunisia’s 
New Constitution,” Human Rights Watch, 3 February 
2014). These assertions stand in stark contrast to 
the preceding guarantees of freedom of speech—
are people truly free to speak if the government is 
charged with “protecting the sacred?” These internal 
conflicts must be resolved through amendments or 
through the judiciary system, and before they begin 
to cause trouble. Though imperfect in many ways, the 
constitution’s addressing of religion makes one thing 
very clear: Tunisia is avoiding a theocracy at all costs, 

willing to take the largest step ever taken away from 
Islam to protect political unity.

Though the previous facets of the Tunisian 
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On the 17th of 
December 2010, the town 
of Sidi Bouzid, Tunisia was 
covered in smoke after 
Mohammed Bouazizi lit 
himself on fire in front 
of the government’s 
provincial headquarters. 
Soon after, he became 
a symbol to Tunisians, 
as well as to the rest of 
the Arab world, of the 
strife between citizens 
and their ruling regimes. 
The (reform) movement 
began to spread quickly 
and, by the spring of 2011, 
it became clear that most 
government leaders were 
not going to keep their 
jobs. 

Egypt was one such 
country where change 
occurred quickly. Its triumph was one of the most 
inspiring, seeing the civilians and the military forces 
join hands to take down the 30-year Hosni Mubarek 
regime. Syria, on the other hand, suffered a more 
tragic fate. The Syrian people divided into rebels 
and loyalists, while the military forces remained in 
support of President Bashar al-Assad. While the 
Syrians were busy dealing with a civil war, Egyptians 
were having trouble forming a new government after 
their newly elected president, Mohammed Morsi, was 
deposed after only one year in power. This year, three 
years since the start of the Arab Spring, marks two 
of the most important 
events in this Arabian 
tale. Both Egypt and 
Syria, the two countries 
that witnessed the most 
significant of the Arab 
Spring revolutions, are 
set to hold elections. 
And while the setting 
is hugely different for 
both countries, they do 
share one characteristic: 
neither election is 
considered to be free, 
fair, or transparent.

In Syria’s case, it’s 
a bit more blatant. 
Currently, the country 
is under the rule of 
President Bashar al-

Myth Busted: Every Vote Counts     by Yusuf Alnawakhtha ’14

Assad, who is serving his 
second seven-year term. 
The elections in Syria are 
expected to take place 
this June, with Assad 
the likely winner. Some 
people waited hopefully 
for this year to see if the 
conflict could be solved 
in a more peaceful way. 
However, it seems like 
the regime has opted to 
implement measures that 
would secure its victory, 
leaving everyone to 
wonder if Assad stood a 
chance at a fair election. 
Even though the rebel 
leaders had already voiced 
their disagreement 
with a government-held 
election by planning 
their own in Turkey, 

the legislators made sure to place requirements that 
would make it hard for the opposition to nominate 
themselves. So far, 21 candidates were declared 
ineligible to run for president, and it appears that 
Assad will only have to face two others for the 
presidency: Hassan bin Abdullah al-Nouri and Maher 
Abdul-Hafiz Hajjar. Furthermore, the elections are 
expected to be held in government-controlled cities, 
which discourages many rebels from casting their 
votes (Annie Barnard, “In Syria, a Show of Democracy 
Amid Destruction,” The New York Times, 15 April 2014).

Things in Egypt are relatively more stable, but are 
still tumultuous in their 
own right. A regent 
government, headed by 
President Adly Mansour 
until elections are held 
on May 25, currently 
rules the country. 
Abdel Fattah el-Sisi, 
who led last summer’s 
military coup against 
democratically elected 
Mohammed Morsi, has 
given up his military 
uniform in order to 
run for the presidency. 
The political figures of 
Egypt saw the Morsi 
coup as an insult to 
democracy and the 
elections as a sham. 

Syrian President Bashar al-Assad could be classified as a war 
criminal, said former U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton in 
February 2012 as the United Nations announced more than 7,500 
civilians had been killed by his forces since the start of the revolt.

Special envoy Angelina Jolie speaks with Syrian refugees in a Jordanian 
military camp based near the Syria-Jordan border in June 2013. “We have 
not seen a refugee outflow escalate at such a frightening rate since the 
Rwandan genocide almost 20 years ago,” said a UN official.
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You are a happy twelve-year old, playing hopscotch 
with your five-year old brother. His Arabic isn’t 
perfect yet, so his silly grammatical errors and 
frustrated curses as he stumbles on his jump cause you 
to giggle. The biggest problem you face today is how 
you will manage your usual walk to get water for your 
family, when your feet hurt so much from chasing the 
cute boy in your class around the building. “A happy 
problem,” your mama would call it. She warned you of 
the future, of days that would come with more serious 
problems. Little did you know that the man walking 
in with your dad, observing you with an inexplicably 

Children Giving Birth to Children  by Catherine Choi ’16

Thus, the only politician 
willing to run against 
Sisi is the Nasserist (a 
supporter of former 
military strongman 
Gamel Abdel Nasser) 
Hamdeen Sabahi. 
Hamdeen claims that 
he does not expect to 
win the election, but 
is running to promote 
the appearance of 
democracy. Similar to 
Syria, opponents of the 
current regime do not 
plan to participate in 
the upcoming elections 
because they don’t have 
much hope that things 
will change.

Whether the elections are a sham or not, the ruling 
regimes are not expected to face heated competition. 
The Arab Spring cooled far too fast, as people show 
that they are no 
longer bothered 
with voicing their 
concerns; not being 
willing to cast their 
votes in an election 
is just one example 
of this. People like 
Hamdeen Sabahi 
understand, however, 
that democracy 
cannot be sustained 
when people give up 
hope and concede 
to those in power so 
easily. Yet, people 
will not vote because, 
in the back of their 
minds, they’re 

thinking “my vote can’t 
make a difference,” 
making democracy’s 
failure a self-fulfilling 
prophecy.

* * * * *
[Editor’s Postscript: 

On Sunday, May 25, 
as expected, Abdel 
Fattah el-Sisi won the 
Egyptian presidency 
with 95% of the vote. 
His only opponent, 
Hamdeen Sabahi, won 
less than 3%, and some 
estimates suggest that 
Mr. Sabahi actually 
finished third in the 
two-man race, garnering 

fewer votes than even the number of defaced ballots 
or those with write-in candidates! Voter turnout 
hovered around 45%, prompting international 

election observers 
to declare that the 
contest fell short of 
genuinely democratic 
standards. In fact, it 
was revealed that the 
final turnout was as 
high as it was because 
embarrassingly low 
activity at the polls 
during the initial 
two-day election led 
government officials 
to add a third day at 
the last minute and 
force people, through 
fines or other 
methods of coercion, 
to cast their ballots.]

petrifying stare, would be the root of all your “not-so-
happy” problems.

Dejected and desolate. Desperate and dreadful. 
These are words child brides have used to express their 
situation after being sent off to marry men old enough 
to be their fathers. The serious issue of child brides 
is especially pertinent in Yemen, a developing Arabic 
country in Western Asia, on the southwestern corner 
of the Arabian Peninsula. Yemen is one of the poorest 
countries in the world and currently suffers from a 
corrupt government. In Yemen, freedom of speech is 
severely restricted, while torture and arbitrary arrests 

Supporters of Egyptian ex-army chief Abdel Fattah el-Sisi flash the sign of 
victory during a May 30 rally in the coastal city of Alexandria to celebrate 
Sisi’s crushing presidential election triumph.

Abdel Fattah el-Sisi, right, the newly elected president of Egypt, and 
Leftist politician Hamdeen Sabahi, Sisi’s only opponent in the May 25 
presidential election
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are a standard practice.
According to United 

Nations and Yemeni 
government data from 
2006, 52% percent 
of girls are married 
(often to much older 
men) before the age 
of eighteen (Belkis 
Wille, “Dispatches: 
Ending Child 
Marriages in Yemen,” 
H u m a n R i g h t s Wa t c h.
org, 22 January 2014). 
Often, fathers offer their 
daughters up as brides 
for economic reasons, 
a temporary solution 
to the crucial issue of 
poverty in Yemen. When 
two families plan a 
marriage, the husband’s 
family, in return for 
the service of the wife, 
provides monetary compensation to the bride’s 
family. Unfortunately, it is often the case that the 
younger the bride and the older the groom, the larger 
the dowry, so fathers are further encouraged to force 
their daughters to marry at a young age for a financial 
gain. The entire transaction is treated like a business 
process in which girls are essentially sold like items.

This is a serious violation of one of the most 
fundamental human rights. According to the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights, “Marriage shall be 
entered into only with the free and full consent of 
the intending spouses.” Despite this international 
attempt to codify such rights into law, millions of girls 
are forced to marry early, are consequently withdrawn 
from school, and are constrained to a binding life that 
blocks any chance of an education or career.

Health is another major issue concerning child 

brides. Because they are 
expected to fulfill their 
duties as a wife, young 
girls are forced to engage 
in sexual intercourse in 
order to produce a child. 
When a woman marries 
at an early age, her uterus 
and hips are not yet 
fully developed, causing 
serious gynecological 
problems when going 
into labor. Miscarriages 
and life-threatening 
infections are two of the 
most pressing concerns 
with child brides, while 
many others die in the 
process of giving birth. 
In fact, girls younger than 
15 years old are five times 
more likely to die during 
childbirth or pregnancy 
than older women (Child 

Marriage: What We Know, PBS.org). The newborn 
baby is another player largely at risk – “mortality rates 
for babies born to mothers under the age of 20 are 
75% higher than for children born to older mothers” 
(PBS). In addition, a controlled life combined with 
forced intercourse and domestic violence paves the 
way for various mental health problems, including 
post-traumatic stress disorder and depression.

Despite large protests from those both in and out 
of Yemen, the Yemeni government continues to stay 
unresponsive to concerns raised in forms of petitions, 
speeches, and direct pleas. There is currently no law 
enforcing the minimum age of marriage, and a large 
majority of the rural Yemeni population is unaware of 
the basic human rights they possess. Therefore, the 
population’s awareness is crucial, and many human 
rights activists are involved in educating the people 
on the harms of child marriage. Various organizations 
work with internal NGOs such as Yemen Women’s 
Union (YWU) to enact a ban on child marriages and 
take measures to protect and promote rights of young 
girls. 

But not all is hopeless – the number of child brides 
has decreased over the years, and we continue to see a 
reduction in the trend today. We can only hope for the 
best as young girls in Yemen, India, Niger, and various 
other countries fight for their right simply to be a 
child, and to continue playing hopscotch with their 
five-year brother. 

[For more information, check out the PBS 
documentary “Child Brides: Stolen Lives,” and 
the companion website: http://www.pbs.org/now/
shows/341/index.html]

 “Whenever I saw him, I hid. I hated to see him,” Tahani (rear, in pink) 
recalls of the early days of her marriage to Majed, when she was 6 
and he was 25. The young wife posed for this portrait with former 
classmate Ghada, also a child bride, outside their mountain home in 
Hajjah. Nearly half of all women in Yemen were married as children. 
Every year, throughout the world, millions of young girls are forced 
into marriage. Child marriage is outlawed in many countries and 
international agreements forbid the practice, yet this tradition still 
spans continents, language, religion and caste.

Relatives and neighbors fete bridegroom Ameen Ararah (in floral 
head scarf, at center rear), 21, at his wedding in the Old City of 
Sanaa, Yemen.
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the americas

McCutcheon v. Federal Election Commission: Campaign Finance 
Reform vs. Freedom of Speech     by Claudia Lamprecht ’16

In 1975 the United States Congress created the 
Federal Election Commission, or FEC, to regulate 
all campaign funds and to limit the amount of 
contributions any person can donate in favor of a 
candidate. The FEC limitations have been a debated 
topic for many years amongst all people interested in 
the American political system. Shaun McCutcheon, 
a conservative businessman from Alabama, wanted 
to exceed the $123,200 aggregate donation limit to 
political candidates and committees in an election 
cycle, but his desires were not granted by the FEC 
laws. Believing the campaign finance restrictions were 
a violation of his First Amendment Rights to free 
speech, McCutcheon challenged the FEC. On April 
2, 2014, the United States Supreme Court ruled 5 to 4 
in favor of Shaun McCutcheon in an 88 page decision, 
stating the aggregate contribution limits for political 
donations violated the rights granted by the First 
Amendment.

While the Supreme Court’s decision has no effect 
on the FEC donation limit of $2,600 from an individual 
to a single candidate running for federal office, 
the ruling has removed the overall cap of $123,200 
per election cycle (http://www.supremecourt.gov/
opinions/13pdf/12-536_e1pf.pdf). This decision affirms 
any person with the financial resources the right to 
contribute to as many organizations, candidates, or 
committees as one chooses, with the only restriction 
being how large a single donation can be. To some, 
this decision is considered the most important 
c a m p a i g n - f i n a n c e 
ruling since 2010’s 
Citizens United v. Federal 
Election Commission, 
which permits 
unlimited contributions 
from corporations, 
associations, or labor 
unions. Although 
McCutcheon is now 
able to contribute 
$2,600 sums to as many 
candidates as he wants 
to in the future, the 
growing controversy 
over the Supreme 
Court’s decision has 
brought justices, 
influential government 
officials, and even the 

White House to voice their opinions.
Those who disagree with the Supreme Court’s 

decision are concerned that, in the future, only a 
handful of wealthy donors will control American 
politics instead of the mass public. Michael Waldman, 
the President of the Brennan Center for Justice at 
NYU Law School, considers the Court’s decision a 
downfall for identifying corruption, as he believes 
proof of improprieties will now need to be blatantly 
obvious to government regulators. Waldman stated, 
“The court narrowed the conception of corruption 
to an infinitesimally small concept. It needs to be 
like American Hustle or Abscam…handing a suitcase 
full of money to a member of Congress and getting 

an explicit agreement to 
do something” (Paul M. 
Barrett, “Understanding 
the Supreme Court’s 
Campaign Finance 
Ruling,” Bloomberg 
Business Week, 26 April 
2014). Similar to 
Waldman, Supreme 
Court Justice Stephen 
Breyer does not support 
the dismissive views on 
possible corruption. He 
contends that the more 
money is allowed into 
political races, the more 
power only a handful of 
selected people will have; 
“Where enough money 
calls the tune, the general 

Alabama businessman Shaun McCutcheon challenged the 
aggregate limits on contributions to political candidates and 
parties.

As the Supreme Court heard arguments in the McCutcheon case, a 
crowd of People for the American Way and its allies rallied outside the 
Court in support of eliminating big money from politics.
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(Jake Sherman, “John 
Boehner Hails Supreme 
Court Ruling,” Politico, 24 
April 2014).

Looking to the future, 
no person, whether in 
support or against the 
Court’s McCutcheon 
decision, knows what 
will happen and how 
the American political 
system will be impacted. 
For those, like Justice 
Breyer, who believe the 
conclusion has created 

“Huge loopholes in the law, and that undermines, 
perhaps even devastates, what remains of campaign 
finance reform” (Bill Mears and Tom Cohen, “Supreme 
Court Allows More Private Money in Election 
Campaigns,” CNN Politics, 25 April 2014), the prospect 
for a democracy where the voice of the general public 
is heard and corruption does not become the new 
normal seems unlikely. But to those who rally behind 
the ruling in McCutcheon v. FEC, the future is a place 
where every person’s deserved First Amendment 
Right is upheld.

Republicans Look to Take Back the Senate     by Alex Rosenthal ’17

public will not be heard,” 
Breyer said (Adam Liptak, 
“Supreme Court Strikes 
Down Overall Political 
Donation Cap,” The New 
York Times, 26 April 2014). 
The White House has also 
stated its disappointment 
with the Court’s ruling.

In contrast to the 
many people against the 
Supreme Court’s decision, 
multiple supporters have 
voiced their position 
in favor of the ban on 
limitations. Chief Justice 
John Roberts  emphasized 
his perspective that all restrictions on aggregate 
contributions are unconstitutional as, “There is no 
right in our democracy more basic than the right to 
participate in electing our political leaders” (Liptak). 
Supporting the Court’s decision, Republican Speaker 
of the House John Boehner agreed with the new law 
of unlimited total funding, arguing: “You all have the 
freedom to write what you want to write, donors ought 
to have the freedom to give what they want to give” 

A McCutcheon supporter

As Americans 
head to the polls 
on November 4, 
2014, the majority 
power in the United 
States Senate is on 
the line. Currently, 
the Democrats 
hold 53 seats and 
the Republicans 
have 45 (in addition, 
there are two 
Independents who 

caucus with the Democrats). The Democratic Party 
leadership of the Senate is in severe jeopardy of losing 
their posts. Harry Reid of Nevada, the Majority Leader, 
has held this chair since 2007 and Richard Durbin 
of Illinois has served as Majority Whip, also since 
2007, but if the Democrats lose control of the Senate, 
Durbin and Reid would go 
back to the minority. Currently, 
the Republican leadership is 
comprised of Minority Leader 
Mitch McConnell from 
Kentucky and Minority Whip 
John Cornyn from Texas. 

Thirty-three seats in the 
Senate are up for election 
in November, following the 

regular six-year cycle, where one-third of the seats 
run every two years. In addition, three states, Hawaii, 
Oklahoma, and South Carolina, are holding special 
elections for their senators. Therefore, a total of 36 
contests in the Senate will face voters this November, 
15 of which are currently held by Republicans and 21 
of which are currently Democratic. Who will take 
majority? The magic number is, of course, 51.

Seventeen of the 36 seats are considered either 
safe Republican (11) or safe Democrat (6) this year, 
according  to Real Clear Politics (Battle for the Senate, 
RealClearPolitics.com, 30 May 2014). For example, 
Thad Cochran from Mississippi  has been in the 
Senate since 1979, and represents a heavily red state, 
so he is not expected to lose. Others, like Democrats 
Cory Booker from New Jersey and Ed Markey of 
Massachusetts, recently won special elections in 2013, 
and are expected to win full terms relatively easily 
in 2014. After taking account of the races that are 

considered “safe,” “likely,” or 
“leaning” toward one side or the 
other, both the Republicans and 
Democrats are in a position to 
earn 46 seats, while 8 races are 
considered “toss-ups” (RCP). 
The balance of power in the 
Senate hinges on a number of 
these critical “leaning” or “toss-
up” contests. 
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In the New Hampshire election, former Governor 
Jeanne Shaheen is the incumbent serving her first 
term as a senator, and she will likely face Scott Brown, 
briefly a senator from Massachusetts. Even though 
Senator Shaheen is now leading in the polls, Brown 
is very popular among independent Republicans, 
and has a nation-wide name recognition as well as 
formidable fundraising skills (Josh Katz, “Scott Brown 
Facing Uphill Fight in New Hampshire,” The New York 
Times, 20 May 2014).

The incumbent Democrat in West Virginia, Jay 
Rockefeller, is not seeking re-election. The current 
Republican congresswoman from the 2nd district, 
Shelley Capito, is running against the current 
Democratic Secretary of State, Natalie Tennant. 
Capito is a well-known and highly esteemed 
congresswoman,  while Tennant will struggle to 
come out of the shadow of President Obama, who is 
largely disliked by West Virginians. Also, in the 2012 
presidential election, Romney beat Obama by 26.76% 
in West Virginia (2012 Federal Election Commission 
Report ), which is a good sign for Capito, and she will 
likely win.

In North Carolina, the first term Democratic 
incumbent Kay Hagan will face Republican House 
Speaker Thom Tillis. Senator Hagan’s job approval 
rating is only 38% (49% disapprove), and in a match-
up against Tillis she leads by only 2 points, 38% to 36%; 
third-party candidate, Libertarian Sean Haugh has 11% 
in the poll, while 15% are undecided (“North Carolina 
Senate Race Remains a Toss-Up,” PublicPolicyPolling.
com, 13 May 2014 ). This will be a close race, and 
certainly one to watch as the Democrats hope to hang 
on to the Senate.

After Republican Senator Saxby Chambliss retires 
at the end of this term, there will be an open seat 
in Georgia. The Democratic candidate is Michelle 
Nunn, daughter of former long time Georgia Senator 
Sam Nunn. Several good candidates competed in 
May for the Republican nomination, including Phil 
Gingrey, Paul Broun, Jack Kingston, and David Perdue; 
Kingston and Perdue advance to a runoff election on 
July 22 to determine who will face Nunn. The general 
election in Georgia will likely be close until the very 

last hour and, like the North Carolina race is for the 
Democrats, this is seen as very crucial for Republican 
hopes to take back control of the Senate.

In Louisiana, the incumbent Democratic  Senator 
Mary Landrieu will face Republicans Bill Cassidy and 
Rob Maness. Louisiana holds a nonpartisan election so 
multiple Republicans will be splitting the GOP vote. 
The winner must get 50% to win the seat so there 
will most likely be a runoff election after the general 
one. The December 6th runoff would be a whole new 
election and this seat could go either way.

In Arkansas, the Democratic incumbent Senator 
Mark Pryor is facing U.S. Representative Tom Cotton 
from the 4th district. This race is considered a toss-up, 
with current polls predicting Pryor will win by 2.7%, 
well within the margin of error (RCP). But the people 
of Arkansas voted for Romney in the 2012 presidential 
election by a margin of 23.7%, which could help Cotton 
significantly (RCP, Arkansas Snapshot Election 2014). 
Cotton is a very strong candidate and this race will be 
a close one, as well as another potential Republican 
pickup.

In Iowa, Democratic incumbent Senator Tom 

Harkin will not seek re-election for a 6th  term. 
Democratic congressman Bruce Braley will either 
face Republican Joni Ernst or Mark Jacobs in the 
general election. With a tight Republican primary, 
it will be difficult for Republicans to catch up to the 
Democratic funding, but this race is too close to call.

In Michigan, Democratic incumbent Senator Carl 
Levin will not seek a seventh term. Gary Peters, the 
Democratic U.S. Congressman from the 14th district 
will face Republican Terri Land, the former Michigan 
Secretary of State. In the RCP average of current polls 
(April 14-May 22), Peters is ahead by 5.2%. Michigan 
has not had a Republican senator since 1994, but this 
is one race to watch.

In Montana, Democrat John Walsh was recently 

Senate makeup in 113th Congress (red dots = Republican-held 
seats, dark blue dots = Democratic-held seats, light blue dots = 
Independents who caucus with the Democrats)

Map of 2014 Senate Elections: dark blue = Democrat seeking 
reelection; light blue = Democratic incumbent retiring; dark red 
= Republican incumbent seeking reelection; pink = Republican 
incumbent retiring; gray = no election in 2014. [Note: Due to 
special elections, there are two seats being contested in Oklahoma 
and two in South Carolina.]
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Tension Mounting in Maduro’s Venezuela  by Linh Tran ’15

As tension mounted between Venezuela’s 
government and its opposition, various South 
American countries’ ministers have became more 
anxious about the prospect of future violence in 
Venezuela. Under pressure from the United Nations 
and its ambassadors, the Venezuelan government 
finally agreed to negotiate with the opposition in the 
hope that it will assuage the 
tension existing between 
the two forces and, with 
any luck, heal the deeply 
polarized nation. Many 
are skeptical about the 
government’s willingness 
to negotiate, however, as 
President Nicolás Maduro 
will consider himself “a 
traitor” if he agrees to 
“negotiate a revolution” 
(William Neuman, 
“Venezuelan Leader and 
Opposition Meet in Bid to 
Ease Tensions,” The New 
York Times, 10 April 2014). Most peace conferences, 
promoted by the President, were demonstrations 
of government supporters rather than actual talks 
between the government and the opposition, the 
Democratic Unity Table. However, these moves 
represent the government’s effort to put an end to the 
crisis and restore peace in the country.

Despite the stark contrast between the two radical 
wings’ principles, their dialogues shed light over the 
bleak situation in Venezuela. First, both sides agreed 
to order Venezuelan armed forces and police to 
remove the remaining barricades in the Andean city 
of Mérida. For many months, these barricades have 
interfered with people’s lives and have suspended the 

operation of schools, universities, medical centers, 
and other such establishments (Ewan Robertson, 
“Venezuelan Government-Opposition Dialogue 
Produces Results, Army Moves on Barricades,” 
venezuelanalysis.com, 25 April 2014). On April 25, the 
Venezuelan government agreed to establish two 
representatives in the Truth Commission. This branch 

of government will investigate 
any “acts of political violence 
that have occurred during the 
opposition’s recent protests, 
riots, and street barricades.” 
In addition, the Truth 
Commission is given two 
parliamentary representative 
seats in the United States 
Socialist Party of Venezuela. 
In addition, as 11 Venezuelan 
Supreme Court Judge (TSJ) 
and 3 National Electoral 
Council (NEC) rectors 
finish their terms, both the 

government and the opposition representatives will 
nominate and elect new officers for the TSJ and the 
NEC. A two-thirds majority in the National Assembly 
guarantees that whomever wins the position will 
ensure that voices from both sides are heard.

Even so, there are still disagreements between 
both sides and these clashes mostly stem from the 
opposition’s request to exonerate “political” prisoners 
and exiles. For instance, they demanded that Ivan 
Simonovis, who participated in the opposition’s coup 
attempt in 2002 and killed several civilians, be free 
from charge. Since a fair trial had been carried out 
with detailed evidence pointed against Mr. Simonovis, 
Venezuela’s government cannot concede to grant him 
amnesty. Regardless of the lack of consensus in the 

appointed to the Senate to replace Democrat Max 
Baucus, who stepped down in March to become the 
Ambassador to China. Senator Walsh must now stand 
for election, and will most likely face Republican 
U.S. Representative Steve Daines. In Colorado, 
first term Democratic Senator Mark Udall will face 
GOP Representative Cory Gardner in a race that 
is considered a toss-up, another potential blow for 
Democratic hopes to maintain Senate control.

In Alaska, Democratic incumbent Senate Mark 
Begich faces a challenge from Republicans Joe Miller, 
Dan Sullivan, or Mead Treadwell. According to polls 
the results are neck and neck with Treadwell leading 
Begich 47% to 43% (Rasmussen Reporter, “Election 
2014: Alaska Senate,” 24 March 2014). This race is 
another one to watch closely.

If the Republicans win West Virginia, North 

Carolina, and Montana and the Democrats win New 
Hampshire, Iowa, and Colorado, the seating of the 
Senate would be 48 Democrats and 47 Republicans. 
That would leave complete tossups of Georgia, 
Louisiana, Arkansas, Michigan, and Alaska. The 
Democrats would have to win 3 out of the 5 to keep 
the majority, while the Republicans would need to win 
4 out of 5 to earn the majority. There is also a very 
tangible possibility of a 50/50 split in the Senate. In 
that scenario, Vice President Joe Biden would be the 
tie-breaker on close votes. However, these races are 
very fluid and can change from moment to moment 
from now until November. Politics is very volatile 
and anything that seems trifling can change the 
momentum or results of any of these races. The 2014 
U.S. Senate election will be a very interesting election 
to watch until the very last vote is counted!

President Nicolás Maduro
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discussions of amnesty 
law, the government and 
the moderate opposition 
are still committed 
to negotiate. In fact, 
polls show that 90% 
of Venezuelan citizens 
believe that dialogues 
are the only means to 
restore stability in the 
country (Robertson).

Although the political 
calamity in Venezuela 
has drawn international 
attention, President 
Maduro insists that the information that American 
people receive is actually false. In other words, it does 
not reflect the reality of what is happening Venezuela. 
In a New York Times article written by Maduro himself, 
he urged Americans to realize that the image of 
Venezuela’s government as oppressive and anti-
democratic is contrary to actual facts. He claimed 
that prior to the crisis, his government adhered to 
democratic principles and has greatly enhanced the 
standard of living of many Venezuelan citizens. Based 
on World Bank statistics, Venezuela has reduced 
poverty to 25.4% in 2012 from 49% in 1998 (http://

Seeing Green?  by Ramal Rauf ’17

Currently, the debate surrounding marijuana 
legalization has drawn much attention. Its 
decriminalization has 
been extremely well 
supported in the United 
States, as people have 
rallied around the cause, 
with two cases of notable 
success. 

Washington and 
Colorado were the 
first states to legalize 
recreational marijuana 
in 2012. Last November 
in Colorado there was 
also a vote on whether 
or not to tax marijuana 
sales. It was eventually 
decided that there would 
be “a 15% excise tax on 
the wholesale price of 
recreational marijuana, and an additional 10% sales 
tax on its retail price” (Dan Frosch, “Measures to 
Legalize Marijuana Are Passed,” The New York Times, 
6 November 2013). These decisions  have led to an 
enormous amount of money from marijuana sales. In 
January 2014 alone approximately $14 million was made 

from the sale of marijuana in Colorado, in addition to 
another $2 million earned from tax revenue. Though 

there is some moral 
opposition to the selling 
of marijuana, the first 
$40 million of the excise 
tax will be allocated to 
school construction 
(“Colorado Gets $2M in 
Marijuana Taxes in First 
Month of Legalization,” 
Al Jazeera America, 10 
March 2014). Colorado 
has been in the glare 
of the media ever since 
marijuana was legalized 
(or decriminalized), but 
the economic impact, 
especially on areas like 
education, is profound.

April 20, or “4-20,” 
has long been associated with marijuana, and because 
Colorado and Washington have now legalized the 
drug, people rejoiced in celebration on this particular 
day. One noteworthy gathering was in Denver, where 
people smoked in open public spaces such as parks 
or gardens. This so-called holiday was especially 

datos .bancomundia l .
o rg /pa i s / venezue l a ) . 
Although much of the 
opposition has come 
from the wealthy class, 
the lower class now 
begins to ascend the 
social ladder as it gains 
President Obama’s 
support. However, the 
Venezuelan government 
must not take credit for 
its democratic practice 
as the recognition is 
attributed to foreign 

government interventions instead. In fact, the U.S. 
Congress is contemplating giving $15 million as aid 
for the anti-government organizations and imposing 
economic sanctions on Venezuela (Nicolás Maduro, 
“Venezuela: A Call for Peace,” The New York Times, 1 
April 2014).

Although we do not know if Mr. Maduro wants to 
regain his good reputation from the public or actually 
speaks the truth, there is no doubt that violence cannot 
solve the political crises. Only through peace talks 
and support from neighbor countries will Venezuela 
be able to revitalize its democratic institutions.

Demonstrators march to the General Prosecutors building in Caracas, 
Venezuela in February

Colorado legalized pot in 2012, but the commercial sale of marijuana 
didn’t begin until January.
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LC Adventures to the Arctic Circle  by Cameron Nelson ’14

This year, the Loomis Chaffee Center for Global 
Studies announced a new International Education 
Program, “Canada—The Arctic Circle,” which took 
eleven students and two faculty to remote Churchill, 
Manitoba, this March. The program, arranged via 
the Earthwatch organization, was one of research, 
focusing on treeline ecology. Accommodated at the 
Churchill Northern Studies Center along with teams 
of scientists, students 
were trained to assist in 
both field and lab-work.

On-site in the sparse 
tundra, the spruce 
forests, or the treeline, 
the participants dug 
snow pits up to two-and-
a-half meters deep, from 
which they gathered 
measurements of snow 
hardness, density, and 
crystal composition, 
as well as temperature 
and hardness gradients. 
Hundreds of snow cores 

significant for those who have been regular marijuana 
smokers (Sadie Gurman, “4/20 Goes Mainstream in 
Colorado,” The Associated Press in The Huffington Post, 21 
April 2014). 

Though only Colorado and Washington have 
legalized recreational marijuana statewide, there are 
other states, cities, and local communities that are 
attempting to achieve some measure of legalization, or 
at least to reduce the criminal penalties for possession. 
Ferndale, Lansing, and Jackson, Michigan are three 
such cities where the majority of voters have expressed 
support for marijuana legalization—“1 ounce, over 18” 
(i.e. you must be an adult to legally possess 1 ounce 
of marijuana on private property)—as have voters in 
Portland, Maine, “2.5 ounces, over 21” (Frosch). Since, 
according to these laws, including even in Colorado 
and Washington, marijuana consumption remains 
illegal in public places, those people who smoked in 
a public space as part of the 4/20 celebration were 
required by officers to be stopped; however, police 
reported only 130 citations or arrests over the two-day 
celebration, 92 of which were for marijuana (Gurman). 

In addition, there is also growing support for 
legalization/decriminalization in Florida, Alaska, 
and Oregon, to name a few states. Some political 
candidates have even used this tool to garner support. 
For example, as former governor, Republican-turned-
Democrat Charlie Crist, and current Republican 
governor Rick Scott run against each other this year in 
Florida, they both have made marijuana legalization, 
to varying degrees, part of their campaign strategy; 

cynics suggest that Crist and Scott are merely 
engaging in the debate in order to gain votes from 
the youth, a typically pro-marijuana demographic 
(Halimah Abdullah, “Could Pot Push Voters to the 
Polls This Fall?,” CNN.com, 8 May 2014). Indeed, a poll 
conducted by the Pew Research Center in February 
indicated that 70% of respondents between the ages 
of 18 and 29, traditionally the weakest demographic in 
terms of voter turnout, believe that marijuana should 
be legalized. (This is in contrast to just 32% support 
among people aged 65 and older.) Further, 39% of 
those surveyed nationwide in March said “they would 
be much more likely to turn out the polls if there 
was a proposal to legalize the use of marijuana on the 
ticket, while an additional 30% said that they would 
be somewhat more likely to vote in the election under 
that circumstance” (Abdullah).

Since candidates always want to look for issues 
that have a majority agreeing on a particular action, it 
makes sense that many people vying for public office 
would want to integrate themselves into the majority 
with this issue. Twenty-two states, including Oregon, 
California, Connecticut, and Arizona have legalized 
medical marijuana (“State Medical Marijuana Laws,” 
National Conference of State Legislatures, ncsl.org, 29 
May 2014). With nearly half of the states, as well as 
lawmakers from both political parties, in support 
of some degree of legalization/decriminalization, it 
seems likely that it will be just a matter of time before 
legalization is even more widespread.

were hand-drilled over the course of the trip’s ten-
day program, amounting to nearly a kilometer laid 
end to end and weighing several tons in total. Braving 
temperatures of thirty degrees below zero (Celsius) 
and even minus fifty with wind chill, students came 
into direct contact with this stark and beautiful 
environment. 

In the lab, several thousand spruce needles were 
counted and measured, 
and their branchlets were 
successively weighed 
over several days to 
observe water retention 
as a function of the 
needles’ source: whether 
they came from beneath 
the snow line or high on a 
tree; from the windward 
or leeward side of a tree 
island; etc. All of these 
data informed theories 
of the distribution 
and insulating quality 
of snowpack and 
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the planning/packing, the flight to, the actual 
destination, the flight home, and the unpacking/
debrief. One cannot call the trip complete until the 
last load of laundry is folded and placed back into the 
proper drawers. For me, one of the best parts of this 
trip was the flight home. We had the opportunity to 
share the plane with a youth hockey team, the Inuglak 
Whalers, from a small Nunavut town of around six 
hundred. To hear their stories and first hand accounts 
of life in the Arctic was an incredible experience one 
couldn’t garner anywhere else.”

the volatility of treeline, features that signify 
the accelerating effects of climate change in the 
circumpolar Arctic.

Work was well rewarded, for there was a great deal 
to learn from these tasks, from the regular evening 
lectures, from the library within the Center, and even 
from conversations with other scientists over mugs 
of Mother Parker’s™ hot cocoa. Talks on everything 
from the chemistry of global warming to polygonal 
peat plateaus to polar bear biology offered endless 
stimulation. Students had opportunities to visit the 
town of Churchill, in particular such sites as the 
Inuit Museum and the Parks Canada Exhibit. The 
experiences of dogsledding, cheering on the start of 
the “Hudson Bay Quest” dogsled race, and building 
and sleeping overnight in an igloo gave glimpses of the 
practical and traditional sides of life on Hudson Bay. 
And almost every night, even after a hard day’s work, 
much-welcomed sleep was willingly postponed in 
order to view the breathtaking displays of the Aurora 
Borealis.

Trip participant Zach Coutu reflects, “There are 
five aspects to a trip that one must take into account: 

Pete Seeger: An Appreciation  by Liana Barron ’14

Think of your favorite folk artists from the past 
seventy years. Every single one has something in 
common: a debt to the late Pete Seeger. Seeger, 
who died on January 27 at the age of 94, had direct 
influence on artists like Bob Dylan, Joan Baez, Bruce 
Springsteen, Peter, Paul and Mary, Bonnie Raitt, Simon 
& Garfunkel, and the Grateful Dead. If you were 
to list all of the artists influenced by that illustrious 
group, you’d have a very long list—a list that exists 
primarily due to Seeger himself. What made Pete 
Seeger so influential was undoubtedly his approach 
to using music as a communal tool. Throughout his 
life, he made music that inspired people to work 

Photos courtesy of LC Students Arctic Circle IE Program blog: 
http://lc-cgs-arctic14.tumblr.com

Pete Seeger, iconic folk singer, songwriter, and civil rights activist
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commercially accepted. As the Weavers’ singles 
climbed the charts, however, Seeger and two of 
the other members of the band were blacklisted as 
members of the Communist Party. The band lost 
popularity and disbanded in 1952, and three years 
later, Seeger was called to testify before the House 
Committee on Un-American Activities; he was found 
guilty of contempt. It was in the aftermath of his 
blacklisting—in the 1960s—that Seeger found fame 
as a solo singer and songwriter. His hits “If I Had A 
Hammer” and “Where Have All the Flowers Gone” 
defined the folk revival of the early 1960s, just as 
“Turn! Turn! Turn!” helped usher in the electric folk 
of the mid-sixties. By this time, Seeger had also begun 
to champion the Civil Rights cause, helping to pen 
“We Shall Overcome,” which is widely considered to 
be the movement’s anthem. His influence continued 
throughout his later life, and he was recognized 
with numerous awards, including four Grammys, a 

Grammy Lifetime Achievement Award, a Kennedy 
Center Honor, and a National Medal of the Arts. 

By using music to further pursue causes so diverse 
such as anti-discrimination, labor reform, integration 
and environmental activism, Pete Seeger brought 
politics—and, thus, folk music—into the forefront of 
the national scene. His music was so influential in part 
because it was so participatory; his live events always 
featured sing-a-longs with the audience, and the 
music festivals that he helped to found, including the 
Newport Folk Festival and the Great Hudson River 
Revival (otherwise known as the Clearwater Festival), 
bring people from across the country together each 
year. “I look upon myself as a planter of seeds,” he 
once said (Pete Seeger Biography, www.biography.
com). And through his music, his activism, and his 
influence, seeds he certainly planted.

together for a common purpose. Indeed, Pete Seeger 
is remembered not only as one of the founding fathers 
of folk music, but also as one of the most influential 
activists of the 20th century. 

As a musician, Seeger’s abilities were evident from 
an early age (in fact, he started playing the ukulele as a 
student at Avon Old Farms!). His penchant for politics 
was revealed during his time as a student at Harvard 
University, when Seeger joined the Communist Party. 
Those two interests coalesced for the first time in 1940, 
when Seeger met fellow folk legend Woody Guthrie. 
The band that followed, the Almanac Singers, was as 
influential as it was short-lived; although the band 
was only active for three years, its politically-charged 
songs inspired folk artists across the United States to 
use song as a form of protest. 

With the conclusion of World War II and the 
emergence of the Red Scare, Seeger’s next effort, 
the Weavers, was less politically centric and more 

Bob Dylan, then just 22 years old, and Pete Seeger perform at the 
Newport Folk Festival in July 1963

Pete Seeger, then 89, joined rock legend Bruce Springsteen in a 
rendition of “This Land is Your Land” at a January 2009 concert 
in Washington D.C. celebrating President Obama’s inauguration.

Seeger is entertaining first lady Eleanor Roosevelt and a racially 
mixed audience in segregated Washington D.C. at a 1944 
Valentine’s Day party to mark the opening of the United Federal 
Labor Canteen.
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