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 Be Aware – There are several kinds of interviews and while each one has similarities, it is important to know which 

kind of interview you will have in advance. 

- Required Interview – some colleges and scholarship programs require interviews for all students or for students 

who have made the decision to apply to a particular college that does not require the submission of SAT or 

ACT scores. 

- Evaluative Interview – the interviewer’s comments and thoughts about the interview will play some role in the 

admissions process. 

- Non-evaluative / Informational Interview – the interview serves an opportunity to get to know the student and 

to answer questions for the student and the family. 

- Alumni Interview – an interview conducted off-campus by an alum of the college and is usually non-

evaluative. 

 

 Be Prepared – Know the basics about the school and know why you are visiting. (And no, “My mom dragged me here” 

is not an acceptable response). Have three thoughtful questions ready to ask the interviewer–questions that aren’t already 

answered in the school’s admission materials. Perhaps you might ask something specific about the department or major 

you hope to study or about the internships available in the department. 

 

 Be the leader – When you walk into the admissions office, take charge. Don’t let your parents check in with the front 

desk. This is your chance to introduce yourself as the leader in the college process. Don’t slunk around in the corner on 

your smartphone tweeting about your annoyance. 

 

 Be Relaxed – The interview is an opportunity for you to get to know the college and for them to get to know you. Take 

a deep breath and be yourself during the interview and it will go well. 

 

 Be Professional – Admission officers understand that you are touring a college campus and that you are a high school 

student, so they are not expecting you to show up in a business suit. However, good impressions are important. Make 

sure you are neat and tidy so that the interviewer knows you are taking the interview seriously. 

 

 Be Careful – The “interview” starts the minute you walk in the door. The front desk reception area staff see everything, 

so be on your best behavior. No matter how many hours you have been with your parents and no matter how tired you 

are after the long car ride or flight, this is the time to shine. 

COLLEGE INTERVIEW TIPS: LC College Office Mini Series  

- Remember when you interviewed for admission to Loomis Chaffee School? You have already done this (and did 

it well!) Every time you interact with a faculty member or other adults, you are preparing for an interview, 

practicing the best ways to present yourself in a professional setting. 

 

- While many colleges offer interviews, there are also a number of colleges that do not offer interviews.  The 

reasons that colleges offer interviews vary from place to place—talk with your college counselor about which 

schools are important to interview in order to demonstrate interest and which colleges likely do factor an 

interview into their admission process.   

 

- The interview can take different forms at different colleges/universities: 

o evaluative or informational  

o in person or via phone or skype 

o on the college campus or on the Loomis Chaffee campus 

 

- Interviews are conducted by many different college representatives: 

o An alum of the college/university 

o College admission officer 

o Current students at the college/university 

 

- Most interviewers just want to get to know you better; they want to see the true person behind the papers that 

make up your admission application. You know all the answers to the questions—the questions are usually all 

about you!  
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