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From the Desk of the Editor-in-Chief

Get Off the Island, Explore the World

This issue of the 
World Bulletin arrives 

at the beginning of 
an undetermined 
2016 and the end 
of an eventful 
2015. After 
the successful 
climate talks 
in Paris, the 
world can 

start reducing 
its carbon 

emission and 
further preserve 

the environment; 
however, in the midst of 

joy and promise, there were also tragedies that will 
continue to impact and change our societies. In the 
United States, the San Bernardino attack 
adds to the debate over gun control 
and its enforcement and while the 
Paris shootings were an attack in 
France, its consequences impact 
countries across the world. Such 
injustices will not be forgotten, 
will improve national security 
measures, and will enforce 
dedication to fight terrorists 
who threaten our homes, work 
places, cafes, and music venues.

Though no one can predict 
nor single-handedly control the 
future, we all play a role in shaping 
it. At the beginning of a new year, we 
can set resolutions, try a new style, and step 
out of our comfort zones. With a variety of websites, 
blogs, and other news sources, we can influence our 
future by the choices we make, presidential candidate 
we vote for, or the international causes we support. 

When I was young, my grandfather said to me, 
“You can’t understand what goes on in your own 
backyard until you know about the world around you.” 
Whether traveling to a foreign country, reading about 
Brazil’s economic troubles, or debating a political 
controversy in your home country, you can transport 
yourself from our small Island and begin to enter the 
surrounding universe. 

The Loomis Chaffee World Bulletin is just one avenue 
to learn about the world. Maybe you subscribe to The 
New York Times, follow ABC News on Twitter, or see 

a post on Facebook. No matter the form, the more 
we take interest in international news, the quicker 
we can become informed citizens who will shape our 
ever-changing societies. 

Sincerely,
Claudia Lamprecht ’16

Fall/Winter 2015-16 • Volume 7, Number 1

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF:  
Claudia Lamprecht ’16

ASSISTANT EDITORS:  
Hanna Hameedy ’17  
Cynthia Hui ’17  
Gloria Yi ’17 
    
Managing Editor/Designer: 
Rachel M. Engelke



3

            Contents                           Fall/Winter 2015-16  •  Volume 7, Number 1

Europe

6 | The European Migrant Crisis
-Akash Chadalavada ’18

7 | Sepp Blatter, FIFA Corruption 
Taint the Beautiful Game

-Kevin Jung ’17

9 | The Greek Entanglement
-Sophie Christiano ’17

Africa 

10 | Alvord Center Adventure to South Africa
-Claudia Lamprecht ’16

11 | New Nigerian President Promises Change
-Dani Hove ’16

12 | Closure to a Crisis: 
Sierra Leone is Declared Ebola-Free

- Alexandra Eyvazzadeh ’17

The Americas

14 | The Historic Pope’s Historic Visit
-Rachel Walsh ’17

16 | Herding Llamas, Harvesting Coffee, and Hiking 
Machu Picchu: Reflections on a Trip to Peru

-Laurie Zielinski ’16

18 | Colombia-Venezuela Border Dispute
-Eliza Hoang ’16

19 | A U.S.-Cuban Thaw?
-Ken Li ’18

Middle East

21 | ISIS and Iconoclasm
-Milton Lee ’18

23 | The Benefits of the Iran 
Nuclear Deal—for Iranians

-Hanna Hameedy ’17

25 | Considering a Two-State Solution
-Deborah Feifer ’17

27 | Syrian Conflict: A Brief Timeline of the 
Assad Regime Since 2011

-Eugene Kim ’18

Asia/Pacific

29 | Reunited At Last: 
Korean Families Meet After a Lifelong Wait

-Gloria Yi ’17

30 | The Trans-Pacific Partnership
-James Koh ’17

32 | Keeping the Streets ‘Clean’: Malaysian 
Independence Day Sparks Calls for Reform

-Cynthia Hui ’17

33 | A Bubble Pops: 
China’s Stock Market Crash

-Michelle Zhou ’17

—
35 | Image Sources



4

About the Writers
AKASH CHADALAVADA ’18 (“The European 
Migrant Crisis”) is a day student from Simsbury, 
Connecticut. An LC Scholar and History Tea honoree 
in 2015, Akash runs cross country, is an e-proctor, and 
this year joined the Yale Model UN team. This is 
Akash’s World Bulletin debut!

SOPHIE CHRISTIANO ’17 (“The Greek 
Entanglement”) is a boarder in Palmer Dorm from 
Old Lyme, Connecticut. A member of both the Cross 
Country and Track teams and a tour guide, Sophie 
also made her Model UN debut this winter at Yale 
University. Sophie is an LC Scholar and was a History 
Tea honoree in 2014.

ALEXANDRA EYVAZZADEH ’17 (“Closure 
to a Crisis: Sierra Leone is Declared Ebola-Free”), 
from Wilbraham, Massachusetts, enjoys dancing with 
Company II and serving as a tour guide and peer 
counselor. Alex is pursuing a Global Studies Certificate 
with the Alvord Center for Global and Environmental 
Studies, and last summer was part of that center’s trip 
to South Africa. This is Alex’s second article for the 
World Bulletin, having written about Afghan women 
and sport in the Winter/Spring 2015 issue (“Cycling 
Their Way to Freedom”).

DEBORAH FEIFER ’17 (“Considering a Two-
State Solution”) is a day student from Simsbury, 
Connecticut. A History Tea honoree in 2014, Deborah 
is making her World Bulletin debut with this article 
about the Arab-Israeli conflict. Deborah is a member 
of the Cross Country team and she performs in the 
Concert Band.

* HANNA HAMEEDY ’17 (“The Benefits of the 
Iran Nuclear Deal—for Iranians”) is a tour guide, 
performs in the Orchestra, and is a member of both 
the JV Field Hockey and Varsity Softball teams. 
This year Hanna found time to participate in two 
Model UN conferences as well. A day student from 
Simsbury, Connecticut, Hanna made her World 
Bulletin introduction last winter with an article 
about Russian-Ukrainian border politics (“Learning 
From 19th Century Mistakes: A New Approach to a 
Crimean Crisis”). 

ELIZA HOANG ’16 (“Colombia-Venezuela 
Border Dispute”) hails from Hanoi, Vietnam and 
makes Palmer Dorm her home on the Island. While 
this article is Eliza’s World Bulletin debut, she’s no 
stranger to international affairs, having participated 
in six Model UN conferences during her time at LC, 
notably winning three awards (including two for Best 
Delegate). Eliza is a peer counselor, and in 2015 was 

a History Tea honoree and a recipient of the Junior 
Foreign Language Award.

DANI HOVE ’16 (“The New Nigerian President 
Promises Change”), from Johannesburg, South Africa, 
resides in Warham Dorm. In addition to serving as a 
peer counselor, Dani is very active in the NEO, this 
winter assisting the production of Young Frankenstein 
in the very important role of stage manager. This 
is Dani’s second article about Nigeria for the World 
Bulletin, having previously written about Boko Haram 
in the Winter/Spring 2015 issue (“Taken: The Fight for 
Nigeria’s Schoolgirls”).

* CYNTHIA HUI ’17  (“Keeping the Streets 
‘Clean’: Malaysian Independence Day Sparks Calls for 
Reform”), from Hong Kong and a resident of Mason 
Dorm, is very active in global affairs at Loomis Chaffee. 
In addition to writing for the World Bulletin—she 
made her debut last winter with an article about the 
upcoming Rio Olympics, “Brazil Bites Off More Than 
It Can Chew”—Cynthia has participated in five Model 
UN conferences, including YMGE in Budapest. She 
earned an Honorable Delegate award at this year’s 
BosMUN conference. A 2015 History Tea honoree, 
Cynthia enjoys playing the piano, dancing, and golf. 

KEVIN JUNG ’17 (“Sepp Blatter, FIFA Corruption 
Taint the Beautiful Game”) is from Seoul, South Korea. 
A prefect in Kravis, 2015 History Tea honoree, and 
a three-time Model UN participant (he was named 
Outstanding Delegate this year at Yale representing 
Japan on the UN Special Committee on Race & 
Migration), Kevin is also a member of the Concert 
Band and JV Soccer team. We welcome his World 
Bulletin debut!

EUGENE KIM ’18 (“Syrian Conflict: A Brief 
Timeline of the Assad Regime Since 2011”), a Kravis 
resident from Irvine, California, writes his first World 
Bulletin article this winter. Eugene performs in the 
Orchestra and chamber music ensembles, in addition 
to competing on the Boys 3rds Soccer and Debate 
teams.

JAMES KOH ’17 (“The Trans-Pacific Partnership”), 
from Seoul, South Korea, lives in Flagg Dorm. An avid 
student of history and public affairs, we are happy to 
welcome James as a World Bulletin contributor this 
year. When not writing about global issues, James runs 
cross country and track, performs with the Orchestra 
and chamber music ensembles, and competes with 
the Math team. 
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** CLAUDIA LAMPRECHT ’16 (“Alvord Center 
Adventure to South Africa”) is currently a day student 
living in Windsor, but calls Rhinebeck, New York her 
home. A dual citizen of the United States and Austria, 
Claudia is co-captain of the Varsity Squash team and 
a tour guide. This is her third article for the World 
Bulletin, having written “McCutcheon v. Federal Election 
Commission: Campaign Finance Reform vs. Freedom 
of Speech” (Spring 2014) and “The Financial Burden 
of the Syrian Refugee Crisis” (Winter/Spring 2015). 
Claudia is a two-time History Tea honoree.

MILTON LEE ’18 (“ISIS and Iconoclasm”) from 
Seoul, South Korea and Harman Hall, is an award-
winning member of the Debate team and he also 
performs in the Orchestra. In addition to writing 
his inaugural piece for the World Bulletin, Milton 
participated in Yale Model UN for the first time this 
year.

KEN LI ’18 (“A U.S.-Cuban Thaw?”) is from 
Shenzhen, China and makes Harman Hall his home 
on the Island. A two-time Model UN delegate (he 
represented Japan at this year’s Yale conference and 
Russia last year in Boston), Ken also enjoys running 
cross country and competing with the Debate team. 
This is Ken’s World Bulletin debut.

RACHEL WALSH ’17 (“The Historic Pope’s 
Historic Visit”) is a boarder in Mason Dorm from 
nearby Longmeadow, Massachusetts. A 2014 History 
Tea honoree, Rachel is a tour guide and also enjoys 
playing soccer and tennis. We welcome her first 
contribution to the World Bulletin!

* GLORIA YI ’17 (“Reunited at Last: Korean 
Families Meet After a Lifelong Wait”), a day student 
from South Windsor, Connecticut, is an avid musician, 
writer, dancer, and world traveler, having visited 
more than 20 European countries alone! A two-time 
History Tea honoree, Gloria is also a four-time Model 
UN delegate, including YMGE Budapest, Yale, and 
Boston, where she recently won the Best Position 
Paper award for her work on SPECPOL. Gloria plays 
in the Orchestra and enjoys ballet and jazz dance. This 
is Gloria’s second World Bulletin article, having written 
about Ethiopia for the Winter/Spring 2015 issue.

MICHELLE ZHOU ’17 (“A Bubble Pops: China’s 
Stock Market Crash”) is a new junior from Beijing, 
China. She lives in Mason Dorm and competes on the 
3rds Soccer and JV Basketball teams. This is Michelle’s 
first article as a World Bulletin contributor.

About the Writers
LAURIE ZIELINSKI ’16 (“Herding Llamas, 
Harvesting Coffee, and Hiking Macchu Picchu: 
Reflections on a Trip to Peru”), a day student from 
Chicopee, Massachusetts, has enjoyed a long and 
distinguished academic career at Loomis Chaffee, 
but this is her first contribution to the World Bulletin! 
An ag-proctor and avid participant in dressage 
competition, Laurie is also a two-time History Tea 
honoree. In her junior year, she earned not only a 
prestigious Founders Prize, but departmental awards 
in English, History, Foreign Language, Mathematics, 
Science, and Philosophy, Psychology & Religion as 
well.

* Editor
** Editor-in-Chief

Write for the 
Spring 2016 issue of 

the World Bulletin!
Talk to one of the editors if you’re 
interested:

Claudia Lamprecht ’16
Hanna Hameedy ’17
Cynthia Hui ’17
Gloria Yi ’17 

We’ll start the topic/article list in the 
first couple of weeks of the spring 
term, followed by a writers meeting 
in mid-April. 
All articles are due on April 25.

Are you on the World Bulletin portal? 
Email Claudia or Ms. Engelke to be 
added!
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The world has become inherently more unstable 
and conflict driven over the past several years. Conflicts 
and wars brewing in the Middle East and in parts of 
Africa and Asia have created a massive displacement of 
people, unlike any forced migration in recent history. 
Indeed, it is impossible to comprehend the plight of 
the displaced and their 
incredible struggles to 
find safe harbor. Fathers 
and mothers, brothers 
and sisters, infants, 
toddlers, and the elderly 
have to leave everything 
they know behind and 
risk their lives for some 
semblance of safety. 

On June 18, 2015, the 
UN Refugee Agency 
released a staggering 
report: the global count of those forcibly displaced 
rose to 59.5 million people in 2014 – the highest 
number ever recorded (“Annual Global Trends 
Report: World at War,” UNHCR, 18 June 2015). The 
report cites that, globally, one in every 122 humans is 
either a refugee or is seeking asylum. In a news release 
accompanying the report, the UN High Commissioner 
for Refugees, António Guterres, noted, “For an age 
of unprecedented mass displacement, we need an 
unprecedented humanitarian response and a renewed 
global commitment to tolerance and protection for 
people fleeing conflict and persecution” (UNHCR).

In Europe, the vast number of refugees who made 
their way across the Mediterranean is sparking a crisis 
among members of the European Union. The number 
of migrant arrivals in EU countries is expected to total 

one million by the end of 2015. A majority of these 
refugees are from Syria and the two most popular 
destination countries are Germany and Hungary. The 
UN regional coordinator for refugees, Amin Awad, 
said that Europe is experiencing an influx of 8,000 
refugees every day and that this is likely to continue 

over the next several 
months.

The most recent cause 
of the refugee crisis is 
the civil war in Syria. As 
reported by BBC News, 
“more than 250,000 
Syrians lost their lives 
in 4 1/2 years of armed 
conflict, which began 
with anti-government 
protests. More than 11 
million others have been 

forced from their homes as forces loyal to President 
Bashar al-Assad and those opposed to his rule battle 
each other.” The continued turmoil in Iraq and the 
emergence of the Islamic State in parts of the Middle 
East have further compounded the crisis (Lucy 
Rodgers, David Gritten, James Offer and Patrick 
Asare, “Syria: The Story of the Conflict,” BBC News, 
9 October 2015).

This migrant influx has exposed deep divisions 
within the 28-member European Union. There is 
considerable fear that this could be a never-ending 
stream of refugees fleeing conflict and impossible 
living conditions in the Middle East and Northern 
Africa. It is also raising questions about the European 
Union’s commitment to free movement of people, 
as the leaders are conflicted about a response that 
balances humanitarian obligations with limited 
internal resources with declining economic conditions 
and anti-immigrant sentiment.

Earlier in 2015, German Chancellor Angela Merkel, 
in a remarkable display of compassion, opened her 
country’s borders to refugees. As the crisis continues 
to worsen, her decision has become increasingly 
unpopular as local governments are feeling 
overwhelmed and don’t have sufficient resources to 
accommodate everyone. Some citizens even accuse 
her of making matters worse by encouraging refugees 
to head to Germany. Contrary to Germany, others 
are seeking to increase their border security and 
build ‘walls’ to prevent refugees from taking shelter. 
European Union ministers have been meeting to 
address this crisis. Following their most recent 

The European Migrant Crisis     by Akash Chadalavada ’18

europe

In September, supporters of Borussia Dortmund (a German 
soccer team in the Bundesliga) hold a banner showing their 
support for refugees.
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emergency meeting on October 25, 2015, European 
Commission President Jean-Claude Juncker made 
the strong assertion that “countries affected should 
not only talk about and at each other but also with 
each other. Neighbors should work together not 
against each other. Refugees need to be treated in a 
humane manner” (“Meeting on the Western Balkans 
Migration Route: Leaders Agree on 17-Point Plan of 
Action,” European Commission Press Release Database, 25 
October 2015).

At the October 25 meeting, the participating 
European countries adopted several operational 
measures intended to tackle this crisis. The primary 

components of this operation include working 
together to exchange information, limiting secondary 
movement of refugees to other countries, providing 
shelter and rest, and monitoring and managing the 
migration flows together (European Commission).

At this point, the only tenable solution is for the 
conflict driven parts of the world to learn to coexist 
and contain the extent of their conflict. The world 
cannot deal with a humanitarian crisis that displaces 
60 million people each year. Yes, this is indeed 
idealistic, but the patience of the countries that are 
primary refugee destinations will wear thin and, in an 
ironic twist, could displace the already displaced.

Sepp Blatter, FIFA Corruption Taint the Beautiful Game
by Kevin Jung ’17

“FIFA’s mission is to develop football everywhere 
and for all, to touch the world through its inspiring 
tournaments and to build a better future through 
the power of the game” (“What We Stand For,” 
fifa.com). FIFA, or Fédération Internationale de 
Football Association, strives to uphold integrity 
while promoting the global expansion of football (or 
soccer, as it’s known to most Americans) through the 
creation of a fair environment for major competitions. 
However, the former president of FIFA, Sepp Blatter, 
and his accomplices have besmirched the original 
principles of the organization, disappointing the 
expectations of millions of soccer fans who put their 
trust in FIFA’s leadership.

After his election to the FIFA presidency in 
1998, Blatter’s position was immediately challenged 
by the bankruptcy of its marketing partner, the 
Swiss company International Sport and Leisure, 
known as ISL. The financial crisis of ISL exposed 
the ongoing corruption in FIFA, a corruption that 
Blatter somehow evaded; tens of millions of dollars 
in commercial deals were later revealed to involve 
FIFA officials. In 2002, Blatter faced internal disunity 
within FIFA. His general secretary, Michael Zen-
Ruffinen, accused him of misappropriation and abuse 
of power. Despite efforts by Zen-Ruffinen to expose 

the president’s corruption, Blatter assumed office 
again in 2002, followed by later allegations from FIFA 
officials on bribery. In response to the continued 
accusations, Blatter drafted a Code of Ethics in 
2004 and he served as president without any major 
complaints through the remainder of his second term 
(“The Rise and Fall of Sepp Blatter,” New York Times, 
8 October 2015).

However, shortly after reelection to a third 
term, in 2007, Blatter ushered in one of FIFA’s most 
dishonorable four years. The unlikely result of the 
simultaneous selection of the hosts for the 2018 and 
2022 World Cups, Russia and Qatar, respectively, 
strongly suggested corruption and bribery and 
FIFA’s illegal manipulation of international events. 
Although the bidding results implied foul play, 
Blatter, once again, managed to avoid any charges 
and was reelected in 2011, perhaps due to luck: his 
opponent, Mohammed bin Hamman, was involved 
in a bribery scandal of $40,000 for gaining support 
from potential voters. Meanwhile, the Council of 
Europe and FIFA’s ethics committee scavenged for 
any evidence of Blatter’s involvement in the former 
ISL scandal, but failed to do so, thus clearing Blatter 
of any misconduct. Unfortunately for Blatter, in May 
2015 Swiss authorities arrested 14 officials at FIFA’s 
headquarters in Zurich on allegations of corruption, 
and Blatter met his end when he faced a renewed 
investigation; this led to a 90-day suspension, 
beginning in October 2015. On December 21, Blatter 
was found guilty of ethics violations and is now barred 
from any soccer-related activities for eight years (New 
York Times).

In the end, with numerous examples of verbal 
misconduct, including racist and sexist comments 
that added to his negative image, Blatter had to 
account for three specific accusations: the criminal 
misjudgment and misappropriation with accomplice 
Jack Warner on signing deals regarding broadcasting 
rights; the involvement in illegal bidding; and the A British comedian showered money at Sepp Blatter during a 

FIFA news conference in July in Zurich.
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bribery of Michel Platini, which happened a decade 
ago during Blatter’s campaign for reelection. The first 
accusation stated that Warner, both the vice president 
of FIFA and the president of the Caribbean Football 
Union, could sell regional rights with a huge profit 
since Blatter sold them far below market value. Blatter 
denies any involvement with the affair, although 
critics insist otherwise, since Warner fell under his 
responsibility as his former vice president (Martin 
Evans and Ben Rumsby, “FIFA Corruption Scandal: 
Sepp Blatter Questioned Payment to Michel Platini,” 
Telegraph, 25 September 2015). Regarding the scandal 
around the selection of World Cup host countries, 
nine FIFA officials and five business executives were 
arrested in Zurich, and Blatter avoided any further 
accusations. Lastly and, perhaps most importantly, the 
charge against Platini and Blatter stated that Blatter 
paid Platini £1.35 million in return for his support 
of reelection in 2001, a classic political bribe (David 
Conn, “Sepp Blatter: £1.35m Paid to Michel Platini 
a ‘Gentleman’s Agreement’,” Guardian, 16 October 
2015). Although both officials deny any wrongdoing, 
the Swiss attorney general Michael Lauber continued 
to investigate FIFA as a whole and specifically the two 
men for their disloyalty.

Even if the investigation of the TV rights scandal and 
World Cup bidding was halted with Blatter’s temporary 
innocence, the payment of the sum of money leaves a 
couple of questionable aspects. First, Blatter accepted 
the payment as a “gentleman’s agreement,” which 
lacked specific contracts. Second, Platini claims that 
“the money was an unpaid additional salary from his 
job as Blatter’s salary” (Conn). However, in an official 
monetary interaction, payment of additional salary 
without a contract is illegal, especially if the money 
is derived from the institution. Besides, the payment 
was conducted in a 9-year span, indicating an effort to 
conceal the transaction (Evans and Rumsby). Lastly, 
while Blatter officially announced his resignation due 
to the pressure from the mass sponsors of FIFA and 
his claim of the betterment of the organization, he 
remains in the post until the next election, which will 
be in 2016 (Jamie Schram and Bruce Golding, “Sepp 
Blatter Quits Amid FIFA Scandal,” New York Post, 2 
June 2015). He could have used those free months to 
remove any evidence that would assure his implication 
in any of the crimes. The direction of investigation can 
only determine the fate of the once-most-powerful 
man of the world of football.

In terms of the World Cup hosting decisions, 
however, soccer fans and local communities knew 
that the simultaneous investigation for World 
Cup awarding and illegal bidding could not vanish. 
First, the nature of the election provoked voters to 
exchange money for support (New York Times). Second, 
Qatar is a place that is not ideal for both players’ and 
fans’ safety and health due to severely high summer 
temperatures (Guardian Sport, “2022 Qatar World 

Cup to Last 28 days With Final to Be Played on 18 
December,” Guardian, 25 September 2015). Qatar’s 
promise of providing air conditioning for players 
within the stadiums and hosting the World Cup 
during December to solve the problem of severe heat 
is extremely ludicrous. The air conditioning requires 
exorbitant expense and produces unnecessary waste, 
alarming environmentalists, while hosting the 
World Cup in December disarrays the entire soccer 
schedule. Numerous European leagues, including 
the English Premier League and the Champions 
League will be forced to readjust their calendars to 
avoid schedule clashes with the World Cup (Guardian 
Sport). The disadvantages from the schedule change, 
fan discomfort, player confusion over new schedules, 
and corollary disruptions in other sports events will 
lead to absolute disorientation. 

The FBI has initiated plans to probe Russia’s and 
Qatar’s illegal involvements in FIFA’s selection of 
them as host countries. Nonetheless, Qatar’s Foreign 
Minister Khaled al-Attiyah asserts that [Qatari 
officials] “are confident and deserve to win it because 
they presented the best file,” while Sheikh Hamad 
bin Khalifa bin Ahmed Al Thani, Qatar Football 
Association’s president, accused the chairman of 
England’s Football Association, Greg Dyke, of his 
efforts to strip the opportunity away from Qatar as a 
conspiracy against an Islamic, Middle Eastern country 
(“FBI to Probe Russia and Qatar World Cup Bids,” Al-
Jazeera, 3 June 2015). Russia, under the representation 
of Putin spokesperson Dmitry Peskov, claimed 
innocence and continues to prepare for the 2018 Cup. 
Until the FBI discovers more involvement of the two 
countries in illegal bidding, the arrangements for the 
competition in both countries will go on.

An organization representing the sport with 
the highest international popularity, FIFA needs to 

(top row, L to R) FIFA Vice President Prince Ali bin al-Hussein, 
former FIFA president Sepp Blatter, suspended UEFA President 
Michel Platini, (bottom row, L to R) former American soccer 
administrator Chuck Blazer, former FIFA General Secretary 
Jerome Valcke, and former FIFA Vice President Jack Warner
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Greece has held a controversial place in current 
affairs since its economy collapsed in 2008, along with 
the crash of Wall Street, yet people’s interest in the 
topic has been waning due to the length of time this 
financial struggle has been continuing. The struggle 
of newspaper popularity in more recent years has 
forced companies simply to veer more towards the 
entertainment side of news, causing more long-term 
issues, such as Greece’s economic situation, to fall 
into the shadows of the blinding spotlight of more 
riveting headlines.

However, Greece’s story matters. The deepening 
hole in its economy represents more than just 
the country’s state of emergency; it reveals the 
importance of Greece’s role in the Eurozone. Ever 
since the euro was introduced 16 years ago, tensions 
have only mounted between the European nations, 
and many fear this debt crisis could spill over onto 
the rest of the world, potentially resulting in global 
financial shocks (Niki Kitsantonis, “Greeks Move to 
Meet Bailout Demands, but May Need to Do More,” 
New York Times, 5 November 2015). In comparing it to 
America’s Great Depression, Greece’s crisis proves to 
be even more serious, not only because Greece will 
not be able to recover as quickly, but also because it 
has already maintained its desperate straits for longer 
(Liz Alderman, Larry Buschanan, Eduardo Porter, Karl 
Russell, “Is Greece Worse Off Than the U.S. During 
the Great Depression?,” New York Times, 9 July 2015). 
Even the substantial bailouts did not help because the 
money went towards paying off international loans 
instead of towards bolstering its own feeble economy. 
The actions Greece has taken to respond to the 
economic crisis clearly demonstrate that this case is 

The Greek Entanglement     by Sophie Christiano ’17

almost hopeless.
If Greece remains problematic in the Eurozone, 

why has it not left already? In fact, if Greece were 
to exit, the Eurozone would probably be okay, which 
seems to be an even more encouraging reason for 
Greece to leave the euro behind (“Greece’s Debt 
Crisis Explained,” New York Times, 31 October 2015). 
The country itself would regain its financial authority 
and the Eurozone would also be relieved of a nation 
constantly in need of support and attention. It seems 
that the easiest solution to the Eurozone’s stress 
would be to simply let Greece go.

However, delving into the inner workings of the 
Eurozone opens a brand new can of worms. Rana 
Foroohar of Time magazine explains, “It’s not that the 
economy of Greece itself matters so much—China 
creates a new Greece every six weeks—it’s that a Greek 
exit from the Eurozone calls into question the entire 
European experiment,” suggesting that the so-called 
experiment of common currency within the Eurozone 
would be significantly weakened if Greece decided to 
leave (“Why Greece Matters for Everyone,” Time, 6 
July 2015). There is fear that Greek withdrawal might 
result in a great ripple effect expected to dwindle the 
faith of nearby countries like Italy and Spain in the 
Eurozone, and cause them to jump ship as well.

In other words, Greece’s crisis plays an extremely 
significant role in the Eurozone. Greece’s case proves 
that Europe’s struggle is not only economic, but also 
political as it further challenges the EU and liberal 
democracy.

Greek and European Union flags during a pro-euro rally in Athens

People wait in line to withdraw the 60 euro daily limit from an 
ATM in Athens in late June.

uphold honesty and fairness in the whole process of 
competitions as such misconduct reflects badly on 
the sport itself and disappoints millions of ardent 
fans. Sepp Blatter himself had shown numerous 
involvement in illegal affairs; FIFA should be held 
accountable for the ongoing scandals, rumors, and 
crimes since the selection of South Africa as the 

hosting site in 2010. As Dyke exclaims, “we haven’t 
had a squeaky clean president for many, many years,” 
so immediate reform to reinforce long-deprived 
integrity in FIFA is necessary (Schram and Golding). 
True sportsmanship should not only be practiced on 
the actual playing field but must prevail off the field 
as well.
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It may not be uncommon to hear of someone 
taking a 16-hour flight, with layovers, to visit a 
foreign country, but one doesn’t often expect such an 
incredible opportunity to be offered by a high school. 
However, 13 LC students and three adults were able to 
board a plane for a two-week trip in South Africa last 
summer, organized by the Alvord Center for Global 

and Environmental Studies.
Upon arriving in Cape Town, the Loomis group 

made a quick stop at La Rose Bed and Breakfast, 
our guesthouse, to drop off suitcases before hopping 
onto our bus to explore our new surroundings. One 
of the most memorable sites, a tourist “must see,” 
was Table Mountain. The name fits aptly because the 
mountain is as flat as a table from a distance, but its 
height (3,500 feet) gives a 360-degree panoramic view 
of Cape Town. Unfortunately, it is regularly cloudy, 
which stops visitors from hiking up the mountain or 
using the aerial cableway to get to the top. As the sun 
was setting on the first day, we raced to the cable car 
since the sky was cloud-free! Even though the wind 
was chilling, Table Mountain was the perfect location 
to begin our trip as students and teachers alike simply 
had to take photos; I personally have over 100 photos 
and videos from the trip, with both new friends and 
old.

Besides Table Mountain, Cape Town held a wide 
variety of activities, ranging from African drumming 
on the roof of the B&B to learning the history of 
apartheid; we were exposed to facets of South African 
life in order to combine a tourist trip with a meaningful 
educational purpose of studying global health. Our 
first tour of Cape Town included walking through 
the Mount Nelson Hotel and the Company Gardens, 

equivalent to NYC’s Central Park, the president’s 
office, and the District 6 Museum. The museum is 
a memorial to the 60,000 people who were evicted 
from District 6 during the apartheid era. 

On another day, we took a boat ride to Robben 
Island, a fully functioning prison until 1996, and met 
a former political prisoner, Lionel Davis. Throughout 

half the day, he gave us a tour filled with 
his experiences in prison, some relating 
to Nelson Mandela and the history of 
what transpired in the prison and South 
Africa during apartheid.

Our last day in Cape Town was spent 
meeting with the nonprofit organization 
Mothers 2 Mothers, which assists HIV-
positive women in preventing mother 
to child transmission of the disease. 
Afterwards, we met Mama Nancy and 
Mama Kaba, two of the heads of the 
Abalimi Bezekhaya, an organization 
that combats poverty in townships in 
Cape Town by growing and providing 
organic food. 

After leaving our “Casa de la Rose,” 
we traveled to Lukimbi Safari Lodge 

in Kruger National Park for 
our two-day safari. Even 
though some of us were 
not accustomed to 
5:30 am wakeup calls, 
our 6-9 am and 3-6 
pm drives made the 
early rise worth 
it. Throughout 
the course of our 
expeditions, we 
saw four of the big 
five game animals, 
and half of our 
group saw a leopard 
sprinting into the 
Kruger Bush. 

The final portion of 
our journey was five days 
in Johannesburg. Our first day 
consisted of visiting the African Leadership Academy 
(ALA), a two-year program before university for 
highly accomplished African teenagers. The LC trip 
members received a campus tour from an ALA graduate 
and fellow Pelican, Dani Hove, and participated in 
seminal reading discussions in ALA classes. That same 

Alvord Center Adventure to South Africa     by Claudia Lamprecht ’16

africa
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night, a woman 
named Dineo and 

her father came to our guest house, Ginnegaap, and 
spoke of her experience of being a traditional healer. 
After learning about the Mothers 2 Mothers clinic, we 
gained yet another perspective about medicine and 
health care in South Africa.

The next day we enjoyed lunch in Soweto and 
witnessed the street celebrations for National Youth 

Six months after President Muhammadu Buhari’s 
historic inauguration, it is business as usual in Nigeria. 
After the climactic tussle between Goodluck Jonathan 
and Buhari, which resulted in the first peaceful and 
democratic transition of power in Nigeria’s history, 
the fervor of change that dominated the first half of 
2015 seems to have died down, just like that of the 
prior president’s own late term antics.

Head of State from 1983-85 (a position achieved 
by taking power in a military coup) and three-time 
unsuccessful presidential candidate, Muhammadu 

Buhari managed to legitimately win the 2015 presidency 
even though the incumbent, Goodluck Jonathan, 
delayed the election by more than six weeks in an 
effort to turn around his dwindling support among 
voters (Alexis Okeowo, “An Election Postponed in 
Nigeria,” New Yorker, 9 February 2015). In spite of 
Buhari’s dubious record as a former military leader, his 
choice to run could not have been more opportune. 
Jonathan lost popularity with the electorate during 
his tumultuous time in office (2010-15) because of 
increasing violence by terrorist organization Boko 
Haram and long-term corruption within Nigeria’s 
elite (“Nigeria’s Goodluck Jonathan, Profile of a 
Defeated President,” BBC, 31 March 2015). As such, 
Buhari’s campaign relied on a promise to imprison 
corrupt politicians, regardless of their ranks in society 
(Ayesha Kajee, “Will Buhari Honour His Promises?,” 
Al-Jazeera, 1 April 2015). Although Buhari promised to 
intervene, the future remains unpredictable. 

Tangible proof that Buhari actually fulfilled his 
promise manifested itself when Britain’s National 
Crime Agency arrested five people suspected of money 
laundering and bribery, including former Nigerian oil 
minister Diezani Alison-Madueke. In cooperation 
with the Nigerian government, the arrests resulted 
in the confiscation of at least $41,000 from Alison-
Madueke, who served during Jonathan’s presidency 
(“UK Crime Agency Authorised to Seize Cash From 
Nigeria Ex-Oil Minister–Court,” Reuters, 5 October 
2015). Buhari continues to tie up loose ends. He 

New Nigerian President Promises Change     by Dani Hove ’16

View of Cape Town from Table Mountain 

Day, a holiday commemorating the June 
16, 1976 Soweto Uprising. We also entered 
the South African Constitutional Court 
and sat in the room where the 11 Supreme 
Judges rule. Then, we went out for soon-
to-be Comedy Central host Trevor Noah’s 
nighttime stand up show called “Lost in 
Translation.”

Even though we didn’t want our trip 
to end, our last day was memorable as 
we visited the Kliptown Youth Program, 
which provides tutoring, athletic, and 
artistic support to children in the Kliptown 
Township. After helping prepare, serve, 
and clean up lunch, we played soccer, sang 
songs, and exchanged information with 

the children to become pen pals.
For many of us, the South Africa trip was full of 

eye opening experiences as we saw where history 
occurred instead of just reading about it in a textbook. 
Loomis gave the 16 participants a vibrant way to see 
the tourist sites, but also a window into South Africa’s 
history and present day health care system.

Nigerian President Muhammadu Buhari
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The April/May 2015 issue of Forbes Woman Africa, featuring 
former Nigerian oil minister Diezani Alison-Madueke, who was 
named the first female President of OPEC in November 2014.

A rare and unforgiving disease, Ebola has ravaged 
through Sierra Leone and its neighboring countries. 
For the past year and a half, it has unapologetically 
threatened the lives of men, women, and children, 
indifferent to their age or state of health. To date, 
the epidemic has taken the lives of 3,955 people and 
infected 14,122 others in Sierra Leone alone, according 
to the Center for Disease Control and Prevention. 
However, the culture, infrastructure, and overall 
identity of Sierra Leone has had a unique reaction to 
Ebola.

In May 2014, while visiting the neighboring 
country of Guinea with good intentions but little 
knowledge of the impending danger, a well-known 

Closure to a Crisis: Sierra Leone Declared Ebola-Free     
by Alexandra Eyvazzadeh ’17

traditional healer contracted Ebola through her 
efforts to attend to the multiplying number of infected 

sanctioned the detainment 
of a former high-ranking 
minister from Jonathan’s 
cabinet who adulterated 
the practices of Nigeria’s 
oil industry. While oil is the 
country’s largest economic 
resource, the wealth 
disparities in Nigeria 
exist as the majority of 
Nigerians do not profit 
from the oil industry. In 
addition, there have been 
very few actions against 
corruption with regard to 
other appointed ministers 
and other governmental 
officers. Buhari’s own 
presidential campaign was 
supported by Bola Tinubu; 
a man with an ambiguous 
reputation: he was charged 
with 16 foreign accounts 
while in power (Okeowo, 
“Can Nigeria’s New 
Government Overcome 
Its Old Corruption?,” New 
Yorker, 14 October 2015).

Nigeria’s struggle with 
Boko Haram, a Islamic 
extremist organization 
with alleged ties to both Al Qaeda and ISIS, has 
continued despite Nigerians’ disenchantment with 
corruption and strife. Buhari has pledged to have the 
faction out of Nigeria by the end of 2015 (Mustapha 
Muhammad, “Nigerian Army Arrests Boko Haram 
Suspect in Top 100 Wanted List,” Bloomberg Business, 14 
November  2014), very much echoing his predecessor’s 

own sentiments. In fact, 
Jonathan delayed the 2015 
presidential elections 
because was busy trying 
to clear Boko Haram 
from northeastern Nigeria 
(Okeowo). 

With regard to 
the present political 
corruption in his cabinet, 
Buhari has made attempts 
to enforce change. As 
recently as November 
14, the Nigerian army 
managed to capture at 
least three suspects on 
their top 100 list of Boko 
Haram militants, a list that 
was released only a month 
earlier (Muhammad). 
While optimistic, the 
army’s efforts do little 
to completely displace 
or severely shake up 
the terrorist group’s 
operations. As such, with 
less than two months in 
the year, Buhari’s promises 
seem unrealistic. For 
an issue that’s so key to 
Nigeria’s stability and its 

citizens’ safety, conjecture is simply not enough.
As Buhari approaches the six-month mark in 

office, he faces a profound challenge of making his 
change-centered campaign into long-term reality. And 
while some of his actions are laudable, most of them 
lack commitment and have failed to produce results.
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Guinean patients seeking her aid. Shortly after her 
return home to Sierra Leone, the woman died due 
to extensive contact with the disease. Her efforts did 
not go unrecognized. According to the World Health 
Organization, “Mourners came by the hundreds, also 
from other nearby towns, to honour her memory 
by participating in the traditional funeral and burial 
ceremony” (“Sierra Leone: A Traditional Healer and 
a Funeral,” WHO). At the time, the attendees at her 
funeral did not realize the health risk into which 
they stepped by following their traditional practices. 
The Kissi people, an ethnic group chiefly residing 
in Sierra Leone, Guinea, and Liberia (the three 
countries most affected by Ebola), rub corpses down 
with oil, dress them in fine clothes before funerals, 
then allow mourners to hug and kiss the dead body 
(Tristan McConnell, “Some People Would Rather Die 
of Ebola Than Stop Hugging Sick Loved Ones,” Los 
Angeles Daily News, 13 October 2014). Within just 14 
days of the woman’s death, the virus had spread to 42 
known cases, 113 suspected, and 16 deaths.

Ebola is spread through direct contact, not only 
through the exchange of bodily fluids, but also through 
infected fruit bats and primates, and even bush meat 
(CDC). Not until the epidemic was already underway 
did testing reveal that the virus can be transmitted 
post-mortem as well. After further testing and re-
testing, studies have shown that samples mistaken for 
Lassa Fever in 2006 were actually Ebola (“Ebola Virus 
Epidemic in Sierra Leone,” Wikipedia, 7 November 
2015). In other words, tests have confirmed Ebola’s 
presence in Sierra Leone as far back as 2006, though 
the maelstrom of the disease began to predominantly 
affect the country in 2014. 

It did not take long before the virus roused a series 
of precautions and changes throughout the country 
after the big introduction. On July 30, about one 
month after the initial infection leading to the Sierra 
Leone leg of the epidemic, the country declared a 
state of emergency, followed by the passing of new 
law: any person harboring someone believed to be 

infected with the Ebola virus would 
be sentenced to two years in prison. 
By September, Ebola became present 
in the capital, Freetown, leading to 
a nationwide 72-hour lockdown for 
officials to educate target households 
on the extent and effects of the 
disease (Wikipedia). Those infected 
were then insulated, and those dead 
were left on the streets, further 
complicating the dispersal of the 
virus. The count had risen to 587 
deaths and 1940 confirmed cases 
(with more to be tested) within only 
4 months (Wikipedia).

Between a lack of doctors, a 
shortage of supplies, and overpopulated hospitals 
and clinics, Sierra Leone was not equipped to 
deal with such a widespread national emergency; 
however, the country has formed a strong defense 
against the overwhelming disease through isolation 
clinics, international aid, and national education of 
preventative actions.

November 7, 2015 marked Sierra Leone’s 42nd 
day without any new cases of Ebola—the minimum 
time requirement the World Health Organization 
requires before pronouncing an outbreak as “over.” 
Celebrations swept the country in rejoicing the virus’s 
eradication after 18 months of hardship. Block Jones, 
a rapper in Sierra Leone, revels in excitement over 
the riddance of the disease in his new song “Bye Bye 
Ebola.”

Though now technically Ebola-free, the country 
has not abandoned its efforts—education, isolation 
and prevention—against the virus. Currently, Guinea 
is fighting the final stages of its battle, with only 4 new 
cases reported in the last week (Maggie Fox, “West 
Africa Counts Down to Possible End of Ebola, World 
Health Organization Says,” NBC News, 11 November 
2015). Between their borders, multiple unofficial 
paths linking the two countries are thought to have 
facilitated the diffusion of the virus. Without the 
continuance of Ebola-awareness, the epidemic could 
reignite another inferno across the continent.

As of today, Sierra Leone faces a new task of 
rebuilding, restoring both its economy and national 
state of health. In an address to the UN Assembly, 
President Ernst Bai Koroma of Sierra Leone 
reassured, “The Ebola Virus Disease outbreak has 
taken a heavy toll on the entire socio-economic fabric 
of Sierra Leone. But with support . . . we fought back” 
(“Presidents of Sierra Leone and Liberia Outline Post-
Ebola Recovery Plan in Addresses to UN Assembly,” 
UN News Centre, 29 September 2015). Editor’s update: 
Unfortunately, on January 14 it was reported that a woman 
died of Ebola, and that she had contact with approximately 
100 people, at least one of whom has also contracted the 
disease as a result.

A graveyard at the Makeni Ebola treatment unit in Sierra Leone
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To the 23.9% of Catholic Americans who send 
their children to CCD, baptize newborns, and receive 
communion on Sundays (CIA World Factbook), Pope 
Francis’s visit to the United States marks the long 

desired end of seven years full of waiting for the pontiff 
to return. The last visit from a pope, Pope Benedict 
XVI, happened in 2008 and was met with the open 
arms of President Bush. But that was seven years ago, 
and Roman Catholics have yearned for a visit from 
the new pope. Francis arrived in the United States in 
mid-September, and upon arriving in the capital, he 
delivered a moving speech to Congress. Broadcast 
beyond Capitol Hill, the pope addressed current 
national issues, such as immigration, abortion, and 
climate change (Carl Hulse, David M. Herszenhorn, 
and Jennifer Steinhauer, 
“Across Political Divide, 
Finding Much to Cheer 
in Pope’s Speech,” 
New York Times, 24 
September 2015). The 
pope’s speech appealed 
to both Democratic 
and Republican parties 
as Republicans tended 
to agree with Francis’s 
desire to protect 
the human body no 
matter how young, and 
Democrats sided with 
his acknowledgement 
that immigrants come 
to the U.S. in hopes of 

finding a better way of life. Many people, however, 
such as Oklahoma Senator James Inhofe, believe 
that the pope’s opinion on national issues should 
not influence Americans into changing their own. 
However, Francis’s visit affected many Americans’ 
views on the pope and Catholicism itself. 

The reactions about the pope’s visit to the 
Americas have been mostly positive. To Catholics 
in the Americas, the pope’s visit has been gratefully 
accepted, as all of the stops on his itinerary from 
Washington D.C. to Havana have been pursued by 
eager followers as well as government officials longing 
to hear his opinion on national issues. Cuban refugees, 
who fled during the revolution led over 50 years ago 
by Fidel Castro, even returned to their native country, 
some for the first time since the 1950s, in order to 
experience the manifested presence of God (Lizette 
Alvarez, “Pope Lures Exiles Back to Cuba, Where 
a Lifetime Ago is Yesterday,” New York Times, 21 
September 2015).

However, the pope has, likely unknowingly, caused 
some negative reactions to his visit, one prominent 
example being his brief meeting with Kim Davis. 
Davis, a town clerk, is nationally recognizable because 
earlier in the summer she denied marriage licenses to 
gay couples as she felt her freedom of religion allowed 
her to do so. Before starting the second part of his 
trip, the pope met with Davis at the Vatican Embassy. 
Reportedly he gave Davis and her husband sets of 
rosary beads and told them to “stay strong” and, 
according to Davis, he thanked them for their courage 
(Laurie Goodstein and Jim Yardley, “Pope Francis, 
the Kentucky Clerk and Culture Wars Revisited,” 

New York Times, 30 
September 2015). 
The meeting erupted 
as a scandal since 
Vatican representatives 
attempted to secretly 
execute the get-
together, which was 
planned about a week 
or so before his arrival. 
It angered many 
liberals and progressive 
Catholics, people who 
practice their religion 
and accept many points 
of view that more 
conservative Catholics 
shun. The pope had 

The Historic Pope’s Historic Visit     by Rachel Walsh ’17

Pope Francis I arrives at the Basilica of the National Shrine of 
the Immaculate Conception for the canonization Mass after his 
historic address to Congress.

the americas

Pope Francis addresses a joint session of the U.S. Congress
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given off an impression to left-wing activists during his 
visit to the Americas by not choosing a conservative 
side on controversial issues even though many 
assumed he would. He had even expressed sympathy 
for immigrants and war refugees. Some people defend 
the pontiff ’s visit with 
Davis by noting that he 
was expressing praise for 
her execution of her First 
Amendment right, rather 
than her distaste for 
gay couples (Goodstein 
and Yardley). Another 
key detail defending 
the pope’s acceptance 
of homosexuals is his 
famous remark of 
“who am I to judge?” 
in response to how he 
felt about gay marriage, 
expressed in his early 
days of authority. As 
the United States makes 
great changes in marriage 
equality for gay couples, the nation can’t help but to 
take into consideration the viewpoints of one of the 
world’s most powerful religious leaders.

A further issue that arose during Francis’s visit was 
the canonization of Father Junipero Serra. Father Serra 
receives credit for bringing Catholicism to California 
during the 18th century, a miracle recognized by Pope 
Francis (Sarah Pulliam Bailey, “Pope Francis is About 
to Make Junipero Serra a Saint During a Historic 
Canonization Today,” Washington Post, 23 September 
2015). California has even dedicated one of its two 
statues at the U.S. Capitol to Father Serra, lauding 
him for the transformation of their state. In addition 
to embodying the ideals of a saint to Catholics, Father 
Serra, who came to the west coast alongside Spanish 
settlers, received extra praise from Hispanic Catholics, 
including the pope himself. However, major pushback 
against canonization arose from Native Americans, 
who charge Father Serra with destroying 18th century 
Californian tribes’ rich 
culture and religion 
(Bailey). The situation 
proved very difficult 
for the pope. He could 
either reward Father 
Serra for forcing natives 
into Catholicism and, 
ultimately, destroying 
Native American culture, 
or he could abandon and 
disregard the theologian’s 
successes in expanding 
Catholicism and destroy 
the pride that Latinos 

feel. In the end, Pope Francis did canonize Father 
Serra. The defense of this holy recognition arises 
from the fact that Father Serra gave a new image to 
Catholicism. Steven Hackel, a history professor at the 
University of California at Riverside, noted that Serra 

helps people to think 
“beyond just Anglo-
Saxon men who worked 
to form a new nation” and 
reimagine the people who 
truly set a foundation for 
the country (Bailey). This 
action strives to show the 
world that Catholicism is 
happy to open its arms to 
people from all kinds of 
backgrounds.

In addition to 
canonization, the pope 
addressed the United 
Nations General 
Assembly on many 
topics the Church had 
previously refrained 

from weighing in on, such as environmental justice, 
nuclear war, and female rights (Somini Sengupta and 
Jim Yardley, “Pope Francis Addresses U.N., Calling for 
Peace and Environmental Justice,” New York Times, 
25 September 2015). The pope begged for countries 
to pick saving the environment instead of opting for 
“boundless thirst for power and material prosperity” 
(Sengupta and Yardley). He also believes that “any harm 
done to the environment…is harm done to humanity” 
and expressed a need to save the environment in order 
to save the people who are directly affected by negative 
environmental alterations. The pope praised the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development, a 17-goal plan 
being enforced by all United Nations countries that is 
“resolved to free the human race from the tyranny of 
poverty and want and to heal and secure our planet.” 
In addition, Francis expressed the morals behind 
Catholicism and other monotheistic religions and 
their roles in protecting the environment, saying that 

the world was created 
by one God, and, as 
devoted Catholics, it’s 
their job to protect the 
planet so generously 
gifted by a divine power 
(Ryan Teague Beckwith, 
“Transcript: Read the 
Speech Pope Francis 
Gave to the United 
Nations,” Time, 25 
September 2015). 

The pope also called 
for peace in his United 
Nations speech. He 

Pope Francis pauses in front of a sculpture of Spanish-born 
Franciscan Friar Junipero Serra in Statuary Hall at the U.S. Capitol. 

Pope Francis and President Obama share a light moment during a 
meeting in the Oval Office.
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potatoes and meat (including guinea pig) were cooked 
underground—at an organic farm and restaurant. 
Throughout the remainder of the trip, we continued 
to eat scrumptious meals, relying on the Peruvian 
staples of potatoes and quinoa, as we discovered 
the importance of sustaining the rich culture of 
Peru. Later on, we even tried our hands at preparing 
Peruvian dishes during a cooking lesson in Cusco.

The next day, we visited Llama Pack, a nonprofit 
organization dedicated to restoring the llama to its 
former status as an Andean mainstay. While guiding a 
group of llamas uphill, we learned about the importance 
of the llama to the conservation of the local environment 
and culture. As enjoyable and entertaining as our 
stint as Peruvian llama herders was, perhaps the most 
enlightening part of our time 
with Llama Pack came 
when the typically 
shy indigenous 
Peruvians, who 
had been aiding 
our llama-herding 
efforts, told 
us about the 
problems their 
culture faces. 
Spanish-speaking 
c i t y - d w e l l e r s 
often eschew the 
Quechua-speaking 
indigenous people, 

Whenever I tell anyone that I went to Peru this 
summer, he or she will inevitably ask me, “Did you go 
to Machu Picchu?” Aside from the breathtaking views 
of Machu Picchu that pepper the media, it seems that 
Peru has yet to enter the American consciousness 
in a pervasive way. This June, however, 13 Loomis 
students, three faculty members, and I spent two 
weeks exploring Peru to understand more about the 
country through the lenses of cultural and agricultural 
sustainability.

We spent our first full day in Peru driving from 
Cusco to Ollantaytambo, where we began our 
delicious investigation into Peruvian culture by 
eating a traditional Pachamanca lunch—in which 

Herding Llamas, Harvesting Coffee, and Hiking Machu Picchu: 
Reflections on a Trip to Peru   by Laurie Zielinski ’16

passionately promoted education for girls everywhere 
and forcefully decried the use of nuclear weapons, even 
blaming climate change for the evils of war, noting 
that it halts human development and, therefore, any 
development in protecting the planet (Beckwith). 
The pope’s address to the United Nations General 
Assembly not only gave countries further approval 
to continue with their plans, but also allowed the 
pope to display his progressive view on the constantly 
changing world.

Pope Francis celebrated the end of his visit with 
an enormous Mass in downtown Philadelphia, which 
was attended by nearly one million people. During 
this Mass, Francis told Americans to embrace other 
religions, noting that intolerance doesn’t just “block 
conversion to the faith; it is a perversion of the faith!” 
(Laurie Goodstein and Daniel J. Wakin, “Pope Francis 
Ends Visit With Mass After Meeting Bishops and 
Inmates,” New York Times, 27 September 2015). Earlier 
that day, the pope met with 2,800 inmates from the 
Curran-Fromhold Correctional Facility, working 

towards his initiative of keeping religion alive in 
prison. He blessed the inmates after his speech, giving 
many of them a new sense of hope.

Francis’s visit to some of the most lost souls, most 
in need of compassion and sympathy, proves the trait 
that sets him apart from the previous popes; he’s 
extremely progressive and he doesn’t hold back. In 
our world, we have citizens who differ in race, religion, 
gender, sexual orientation, and gender identity, among 
other things. The pope’s job is to hold Catholicism 
together and make necessary adjustments that go 
along with the evolving world. Francis’s visit with 
inmates represents his attempt to spread acceptance 
of everyone, even those deemed lesser humans by the 
society around them. In a modern world, it becomes 
more difficult to live by the words of the Bible, but the 
pope, through his modern teachings of the scripture, 
allows Catholics to practice their religion while still 
remaining true to their personal identities.

Evan Manafort ’16, Alex Walen ’17, and faculty advisor Gratia Lee 
picking coffee beans
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As Loomis’s Head Agricultural Proctor, I found 
this immersion in the life of a sustainable farmer 
particularly rewarding: seeing that people outside of 
the U.S. strove toward the same goals as we in LC’s 
agriculture program added even more significance to 
my efforts.

Of course, we had to visit Machu Picchu, a 
touristic necessity, but we did so in an unexpected 
way: we hiked to the peak from which most postcard 
photos of the archaeological site are taken. Although 
our indefatigable tour guide, Eloi, insisted the hike 
would be an easy, 20-minute walk to an amazing vista, 
the trek turned out to be a grueling, hour-and-a-half-

long trudge up a set of stairs carved into the cliff face, 
and just as we reached the summit, a throng of clouds 
obscured our outlook. The entire adventure, however, 
had something of a sublime, surreal quality to it, 
enhanced by the glory of the ruins and surrounding 
landscape. Despite the fact that our expectations of 
the site did not align with our actual experience, we 
all left with fond memories of exhaustion and the 
engineering marvels of Machu Picchu.

For the final four days of our time in Peru, we 
stayed at Posada Amazonas, an Amazonian eco-lodge, 
for a relaxing immersion in the natural wonders of the 
rainforest. For many students, the most memorable 
part of the entire journey occurred when a rainstorm 
caught us on a catamaran without a roof. While the 
rain soaked through each of our “waterproof” layers, 
our guides taught us how to fish for piranhas using 
crude fishing poles. Through it all, we managed to 
keep smiles on our faces and come together as a unit—
many students even named this moment as their 
favorite part of the trip. By combining extraordinary 
feats of group bonding like this with an examination 
into different types of sustainability, Loomis’s trip 
to Peru this summer gave all of us new perspectives 
on global affairs while providing us with cherished 
memories.

Winda Wanikpun ’16 and faculty advisor Fred Seebeck take a 
well-deserved break after hiking Machu Picchu!

whose colorful dress and native tongue have become a 
source of stigma. The local culture, now in danger of 
dying out, must become a source of self-respect once 
again in order to endure.

After leaving Ollantaytambo, we hiked along 
the Original Inca Trail to the house of Alejandro, 
one of Peru’s major coffee farmers and a supplier 
for Starbucks. We spent the next few days with the 
family of another coffee farmer, Enrique, who showed 
us how to harvest coffee and other Peruvian crops. 

Evan using a machine that de-skins the coffee beans, one of the 
many steps in coffee production



18

On August 20, 2015, three Venezuelan soldiers 
were shot during an anti-smuggling operation in 
Santonia, a town near the border that separates 
Venezuela and Colombia. This prompted Venezuelan 
president Nicolás Maduro to shut down key border 
crossings between the two nations and stimulate the 
‘voluntary’ return of thousands of Colombians living in 
Venezuela. While Colombia’s 
President Juan Manuel Santos 
seems to believe that “the 
best way to deal with this 
[border dispute] is by working 
together,” diplomacy is easier 
said than done (“Venezuela 
and Colombia to Normalize 
Ties after Border Row,” BBC 
News, 22 September 2015).

To understand this bilateral 
conflict, it is essential to take a 
glimpse at the history between 
Venezuela and Colombia, 
which dates back to the Spanish 
exploration of the region in 
the 1500s. Originally part of 
the Spanish New Kingdom of Granada, Venezuela, 
Colombia, Ecuador and Panama were freed by Simon 
Bolívar in the 1800s and then combined to form the 
short-lived Gran Colombia. However, because of a 
growing sense of regional identity and, thereby, a lack 
of unity, Gran Colombia soon dissolved into several 
present day Latin America countries. Despite their 
inextricable geographical, historical, and cultural ties, 
Venezuela and Colombia faced new problems after 
the dissolution of 
Gran Colombia, 
which are linked 
to this 1,400 mile 
border between 
the two countries.

The ongoing 
conflicts at the 
C o l o m b i a n -
V e n e z u e l a n 
frontier are 
making headlines 
throughout the 
world. The spread 
of the 39-year-old 
Colombian civil 
war transgressed 
“beyond its 
porous borders, 
bringing into its 
five neighbors a 
troubling brew of 

armed leftist rebels [Revolutionary Armed Forces of 
Colombia (FARC)], right-wing death squads, drugs 
and refugees” (Juan Forero, “Colombia’s Long Civil 
War Spreads Turmoil to Venezuela,” New York Times, 
1 June 2003). As of 2015, Colombia suffers from a 
record high number of 6.3 million internally displaced 
persons, or IDPs, and Venezuela is home to 173,519 

Colombian refugees (CIA 
World Factbook). 

In March 2008, a 
Colombian bombing raid 
on an Ecuadorian guerilla 
camp brought in troops from 
Ecuador and Venezuela’s 
capital, causing former 
Venezuelan President Hugo 
Chavéz to stop diplomatic 
relations with Colombia’s 
capital Bogota, threatening to 
terminate cross-border trade 
(Patrick Markey, “Factbox – 
History of Tensions Between 
Venezuela, Colombia,” Reuters, 
6 November 2009). In addition 

to guerilla conflicts, the lack of border security allows 
Colombian drug cartels to pass through easily, and 
Venezuela has been the main route for Colombian-
grown drugs to reach the United States and Europe. 
About 51% of the intercepted drug shipments in the 
Atlantic departed from Venezuela, whereas direct 
shipments from Colombia only accounted for 5% 
(“Cocaine,” United Nations Office of Drugs and Crime). As 
a result of the drug fueled violence at the border, more 

than 5 million 
Colombians living 
in Venezuela have 
been forced to 
leave, a figure 
almost as high 
as the number 
of refugees and 
IDPs coming 
from Sudan and 
Syria (John Otis, 
“The FARC and 
Colombia’s Illegal 
Drug Trade,” 
Woodrow Wilson 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Center for Scholars, 
November 2014).

From time to 
time, President 
Maduro blames 
the illegal 

People carrying their household belongings across the 
Táchira River that separates Venezuela from the city of 
Cúcuta, Colombia, in August

Colombia-Venezuela Border Dispute    by Eliza Hoang ’16
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smuggling of local products for the decline of 
Venezuela’s economy, as Venezuelan goods continue 
to be smuggled out of the country. After the initial 
border shutdown after the three shot officers, Maduro 
declared “state of exception,” which suspends the 
constitution and allows for searches of homes without 
warrants (Forero, “Venezuela Extends Closing 
of Border With Colombia,” Wall Street Journal, 8 
September 2015). He also extended the border 
shutdown, declared emergency in three Venezuelan 
cities and deported thousands of Colombians. 
President Santos responded to these events with much 
disapproval, denouncing Maduro for the violation of 
rights and mistreatment of Colombian people. 

The economic and humanitarian repercussions 
of this ongoing conflict are grave. About 80% of the 
trade between Colombia and Venezuela happens on 
land, and soon after the border closure, the economies 
of both nations gradually declined. Gas prices in 
Colombia doubled overnight, while tourism in 
Venezuela experienced a rough storm. Business leaders 
in Tachira believe that within the first 20 days of the 
conflict, the area had lost about $60 million (Holly 

three jailed Cubans charged with spying and Cuba 
freed a U.S. spy in response.

The adverse but intricate relationship between the 
U.S. and Cuba began as early as the 18th century, when 
a Spanish colony and an English colony established 
economic connections through illicit trades of 
tobacco and sugar. By 1877, Americans purchased 83% 
of Cuba’s total exports (Council on Foreign Relations, 
20 December 2012). These profitable trade agreements 
had so much attraction for the development of the U.S. 

that as early as 1820 President Thomas Jefferson 
told John C. Calhoun that “the United 

States ought, at the first possible 
opportunity, to take Cuba” (Arthur 

Schlesinger, Jr., “The American 
Empire Not So Fast,” World 
Policy Journal, 16 June 2008). 
The opportunity for U.S. 
intervention appeared in 1899 
after the Cubans overthrew 

the Spanish. President William 
McKinley imposed diplomatic 

pressure on Spain King Alfonso 
XIII to sign the significant Treaty of 

Paris, which permitted American sovereignty 
of Cuba until 1902.

However, after the devastation of the Second 
World War, the relations between the two countries 
drastically deteriorated when they found themselves 
embroiled in the Cold War. The turning point of 
Cuba’s history is the Communist Revolution in 1959 

“I’m ending a rigid policy that’s rooted in events 
that took place before most of us were born.” 

~Barack Obama at The Summit of the Americas, 
11 April 2015

The Summit of the Americas in Panama last spring 
was a remarkable milestone for both the United 
States and Cuba when President Obama shook hands 
with Cuban President Raul Castro. Successfully 
creating a great geostrategic earthquake for all of 
the governments in the Americas, as well 
as headlines for newspapers, the first 
meeting between the two heads of 
state was extensively interpreted 
as the signal for reconciliation 
between two countries that 
experienced half of a century of 
hostility towards one another. 
Though Congress remains 
indifferent to the abolishment 
of the U.S. trade embargo, the 
diplomatic relations have still 
resumed and the Stars and Stripes 
fly in the sky of Havana (“U.S. and Cuba 
Resumed Diplomatic Relationship in Havana,” 
BBC, 24 October 2015). The White House attributed 
this revival to Pope Francis’s instrumental influence 
in Cuba’s Catholic population (Jim Yardley and Gaia 
Pianigiani, “Pope Francis Is Credited With a Crucial 
Role in U.S.-Cuba Agreement,” New York Times, 17 
December 2014). At the same time, the U.S. released 

A U.S.-Cuban Thaw?     by Ken Li ’18

K. Sonneland and Celeste Castillejo, “Explainer: 
The Colombia-Venezuela Border Conflict,” Americas 
Society and Council of the Americas, 10 September 2015).

The United Nations High Commission on 
Refugees (UNHCR) has promised to assist refugees 
and IDPs who have been caught in the midst of the 
border dispute, striving to make asylum available for 
those who are trying to escape the Colombia (“2015 
UNHCR Regional Operations Profile – Americas,” 
United Nations High Commission on Refugees). Otherwise, 
the Organization of American States and the Union 
of South American Nations have stepped in to assist 
(Sonneland and Castillejo). In addition, Colombia 
was able to reach a historic peace agreement with 
the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia 
(FARC) and also agreed to “normalize” relations with 
Venezuela. However, questions remain. How will the 
Colombian returnees who have left their homes for so 
many years be provided for? “Normalization” has been 
reached, but when will borders open again? How can 
Venezuela enact anti-smuggling operations without 
violating rights?
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requested Soviets to deploy nuclear missiles in Cuba 
to deter future harassment by the U.S. Soviet Premier 
Nikita Khrushchev agreed to deploy his country’s 
missiles 90 miles from Florida. Fortunately, they 
were discovered by a U2 spy plane and Kennedy 
established a naval blockade against Cuba. After 
intense negotiation between the U.S. and Soviets, 
Khrushchev compromised and withdrew his missile 
from Cuba before November 20, 1962 (“History of 
the Cuban Missile Crisis,” Harvard Kennedy School/
Belfer Center for Science and International Affairs).

After a series of suffocating dangers in the Cold 
War, the U.S.-Cuba relationship gradually unfroze 
from the Immigration Reform Act in 1986 and a 
migration agreement with Cuba in 1994, which 
allowed Cuban refugees to pursue U.S. citizenship. 

The relationship became 
significantly better in 
the new millennium after 
Raul Castro replaced his 
brother as president. In 
2009, President Obama 
eased travel restrictions 
to Cuba for religious and 
educational purposes. 
In response, Castro’s 
government removed Exit 
Visa Restrictions to travel 
abroad. As time elapses, 
Cuba becomes more open 
and active to the world. 
It hosted the Community 
of Latin American 
and Caribbean States 
Organization (CELAC) 
Summit and the U.S. State 
Department removed 
Cuba from its list of states 
that sponsored terrorism 
on May 29, 2015 (“The 
Timeline of U.S.-Cuba 
Relations,” Council of 
Foreign Affairs, 28 October 
2015). In March, President 
Obama is expected to visit 
Cuba in an historic trip, 
marking the first time in 
nearly 80 years that an 
American president will 

visit the island neighbor nation.
The relations between the U.S. and Cuba are 

probably the most complicated and versatile relations 
in the Western hemisphere because they merge 
numerous positive interactions such as extensive 
trade of agricultural products (tobacco, sugar), 
immigration, and financial aid. However, the history 
of hostility against each other may still hover above 
this frail but promising relationship for some time.

that was lead by Fidel Castro, Raul’s brother. The 
rebels successfully overthrew the Fulgencio Batista 
regime and converted Cuba to communism.

This bold transformation under communist 
ideology was initially recognized by the U.S. 
government. However, as Cuba’s relations with 
the Soviet Union became tighter and tighter, the 
estrangement between America and Cuba grew. The 
boiling point for U.S.-Cuba relations was Castro’s 
nationalization of all the U.S.-owned property in 
Cuba. President John F. Kennedy was enraged and, 
in response, he issued a full economic embargo, along 
with strict travel restrictions, on February 7, 1962.

Another significant aspect of U.S.-Cuban 
relations is the insidious armed conflict from spy 
penetration to the edge of war during the Cuban 

Missile Crisis. On April 17, 1961, the United States 
schemed a cryptic attempt to overthrow Castro’s 
regime by sending a CIA-sponsored paramilitary 
group, Brigade 2506, which consisted of 1,500 anti-
Castro Cuban refugees in Miami. However, they 
were immediately defeated by the counter-offensive 
from Castro’s Cuban Revolutionary Armed Force. 
This failed invasion disgraced the U.S. government. 
However, Cuba also realized the danger and secretly 



21

Over the last few years, the Islamic State of Iraq 
and Syria (ISIS) has gained a reputation for its brutality 
and persistence. Its widely publicized videos of 
torture and execution haunt the media, and its strikes 
across Iraq and Syria has resulted in disturbingly high 
numbers of body bags. The long-term toll of ISIS 
in the Middle East is more clearly elucidated when 

historical vandalism is accounted for. Over the course 
of its jihad, or holy war, ISIS has destroyed more than 
ten individual historical sites and has adeptly utilized 
social media to publicize its destruction. ISIS’s need 
for propaganda plays a far larger role in motivating 
its historical vandalism than religious motivations, 
as indicated by ISIS’s ongoing propaganda campaign 
and the values it supports.

Religious imagery has remained open to 
interpretation in Islam since its inception. Regardless 
of any particular sect of Islam, the monotheistic base 
has firmly established that idol-worship is undeniably 
sacrilegious. What sparks controversy, however, is 
what should be considered idolatry, and the debate 
continues to this day. According to Ibn Ishaq, a 
caliphate-commissioned historian, following his 
conquest of Mecca in 629 CE the Prophet Muhammad 
“ordered that all the idols which were round the Kaaba 
should be collected and burned with fire and broken 
up” (Amyn Sajoo, A Companion to Muslim Ethics, 2010). 
Sajoo writes that the Islamist extremist group Jamiat 

ISIS and Iconoclasm     by Milton Lee ’18

The ancient city of Palmyra, located in war-torn Syria, flourished as a Roman trading outpost around 
A.D. 200. ISIS militants seized it in May 2015, and are destroying some of its historic buildings.

Ulema-e-Islam cited the Prophet’s apparent command 
and claimed that “the Taliban had fulfilled ‘Prophetic 
Tradition’ (sunnat-e nabi)” in its destruction of the 
Bamiyan Buddha statues in Afghanistan in 2001. 
Conflicting accounts claim otherwise. Muhammad 
ordered all the icons around the Kaaba to be 
destroyed, “but left the image of Virgin Mary with 

baby Jesus intact,” and 
his command reinforced 
the view that religious 
depictions did not 
pose a problem in the 
Prophet’s eyes.

As one of the latest 
representatives of 
militant fundamentalist 
Islam, ISIS has emerged 
as the newest flag-
bearer of Muslim 
iconoclasm, from its 
roots as an Iraqi branch 
of Al Qaeda in 2004, 
ISIS has repeatedly 
proved itself to be a 
formidable opponent, 
well funded, cohesively 
led, and perhaps most 
distinctly, effectively 
utilizing multi-purpose 
propaganda. Through the 

group’s systematic conquest of the Middle East, ISIS 
has also widely publicized its penchant for destroying 
historical artifacts relating to ancient Mesopotamian 
religions. Like typical extremist Islamic militant 
groups, ISIS makes an effort to maintain an image 
of strict obedience following fundamentalist 
Islamic standards and interpretations of the Koran. 
International opinion on ISIS’s vandalism is one 
of concern and disapproval over another, but this 
characterization misses the bigger picture. ISIS’s 
affinity towards publicizing the vandalism of historic 
sites uniquely differs from parallel organizations such 
as the Taliban.  

Sajoo’s moderate description of the prophet 
Muhammad’s iconoclasm has tended to be far more 
widespread, a preference exemplified by the vast 
majority of Muslims’ tolerance of non-Islamic icons. 
The diversity of interpretation available for the Koran’s 
commandments on the proper way to treat religious 
icons is evident. Stances ranging from the outright 
iconoclasm of the Taliban to widespread religious 

middle east
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tolerance present in the early Umayyad Caliphate have 
existed, eventually leading us to the most iconoclastic 
Muslim group of the modern era, ISIS, a group that 
has taken the most radical route. For example, ISIS’s 
reaction towards the Charlie Hebdo attack in January 
2015 reflects its aggressive stance on icons. Hebdo, a 
satirical French magazine, had depicted Muhammad 
in its cartoons and the artist was shot to death in a 
terrorist attack soon after. 
ISIS strongly supported 
the shooting, “But know 
that if the [Islamic] 
State did it, it would not 
hide this joyous matter 
from all the Muslims” 
(Zeina Karam, “ISIS, 
Al Qaeda Supporters 
Praise Charlie Hebdo 
Attack,” Huffington Post, 
10 January 2015). In the 
Middle East, ISIS shows 
its increasing activism 
by not only supporting 
but also perpetuating 
acts of iconoclastic 
violence throughout 
its newly conquered 
territories; Palmyra’s 
and Mosul’s (in Syria 
and Iraq, respectively) 
ravaged religious sites 
are testaments to the 
effects of its violence. 
Unlike other iconoclasts, 
ISIS seeks to destroy 
defunct religious icons. 
What are its reasons for 
encouraging such large 
media coverage of its 
historical vandalism?

Compared to other 
terrorist groups, both 
past and present, the 
Islamic State has been 
unquestionably far 
more media savvy than 
terrorist contemporaries and predecessors alike, 
placing a high value on its public image. In one of the 
Islamic State’s videos of combatants drilling through 
and shattering artifacts in the Mosul museum, one 
hooded fighter was heard explaining, “Our prophet 
ordered us to remove all these statues as his followers 
did when they conquered nations,” a straightforward 
attempt to establish a public link from ISIS to the 
traditional roots of its religion (Sinan Salaheddin, 
“New ISIS Video Shows Militants Smashing Ancient 
Iraq Artifacts,” Huffington Post, 26 February 2015). By 
evoking the original Islamic state under the Prophet 

(above) The Temple of Baal was one of the main attractions at 
Palmyra, in the desert northeast of Damascus, Syria. A UN agency 
says it was mostly flattened last summer by explosions detonated by 
ISIS.
(below) ISIS released photos of the destruction, and satellite images 
have since confirmed the Roman-era building was wiped out.

Muhammad’s rule, ISIS seeks to spread the idea of 
Islamic State utopia and make it a common goal. 
The destruction of religious icons, even of antique 
or obsolete religions, brings ISIS closer to its goal of 
gaining legitimacy. In establishing this link to ultimate 
religious authority, ISIS hopes to restore the Islamic 
culture of the past. The original Caliphate under 
Muhammad was the least flawed, and emulation of 

that era proves a desirable 
trait for a rising regime. 
Hassan Hassan, a Syrian 
analyst, explains, “ISIS 
tries to reflect an image 
of being the continuation 
of the system of the 
caliphate. In people’s 
minds, the caliphate is 
about victory and [the] 
dignity of Muslims.” 
With its legitimacy 
as the “defender of 
Muslims against [its] 
enemies” growing 
by the day, the ISIS 
movement gains more 
momentum towards 
recruitment (Scott 
Shane and Ben Hubbard, 
“ISIS Displaying a Deft 
Command of Varied 
Media,” New York Times, 
30 August 2014).

Through widespread 
utilization of the 21st 
century’s greatest means 
of mass information 
distribution, ISIS is 
recruiting thousands 
each year to join their 
jihad. The scope of ISIS’s 
media ambitions can be 
seen in “Al Hayat Media 
Center,” a television 
broadcast aimed at non-
Arabic speakers (mostly 
English, German, and 

French) with “output closer to mainstream broadcast 
standards than anything else Islamic extremism has yet 
produced” (Steve Rose, “The ISIS Propaganda War: 
a Hi-Tech Media Jihad,” Guardian, 7 October 2014). 
With the tools for the creation and propagation of its 
media clout present, ISIS promotes its cause through 
propaganda films such as “Flames of War’” and spreads 
fear with clips of its beheadings of members of hostile 
nations. This gives “ISIS greater prominence in wider 
media coverage. It becomes a kind of recruitment tool 
in the competition with Al Qaeda in terms of leading 
the global jihad brand, and of winning the support of 
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The Benefits of the Iran Nuclear Deal—for Iranians     
by Hanna Hameedy ’17

Iran and its nuclear program have constantly 
been a source of interest and controversy throughout 
the United States. The media attention towards 
Iran’s nuclear program hit a new frenetic high as 
negotiations for a compromising deal between Iran 
and the so-called “P5+1” nations — the five permanent 
members of the UN Security Council + Germany —
took place in Vienna last summer. This historic deal, 
which eventually passed in mid-September, sought 

to completely cut back on Iran’s nuclear enrichment 
in exchange for allowing a temporary relief of long 
standing sanctions. While allowed to continue 
enriching uranium at low levels, Iran is only allowed to 
produce amounts that are too small and insignificant 
to produce a weapon or a bomb (Josh Keller, Sergio 
Peçanha, and Derek Watkins, “The Iran Deal in Under 
200 Words,” New York Times, 15 July 2015). Despite 
the strict regulations that hold Iran to maintaining 

jihadis worldwide,” says Aymenn Al-Tamimi, a fellow 
at the Middle East Forum, a U.S. think-tank (Patrick 
Kingsley, “Who Is Behind ISIS’s Terrifying Online 
Propaganda Operation?,” Guardian, 23 June 2014). In 
attempts to unite potential Muslim allies against a 
common enemy, ISIS has also invoked archaic enemies 

of the Caliphate: scheming Crusaders, Mesopotamian 
heathens, and unfaithful Shia. ISIS claims in its 
English language magazine, for example, that the 
national boundaries set in the Middle East at the end 
of World War I were “crusader partitions” made in a 
Western conspiracy to divide and conquer the Middle 
East (Shane and Hubbard). However, the use of self-
victimization and rabble-rousing has not been the 
only source of ISIS’s recruitment advertising.

ISIS claims to be a united Islamic Caliphate, 
pure and unadulterated by liberties in interpreting 
the Koran or by “compromising” ideas to the 
likes of women’s rights or religious tolerance. By 
implementing strict fundamentalist Islamic laws, 
ISIS gains backing from like-minded, discontented 

individuals. In defending controversial decisions 
such as destroying Jonah’s tomb or blowing up the 
2000 year old Palmyra temple, ISIS has responded 
to citations of “countless examples of early Muslim 
conquerors sparing historical sites” by declaring itself 
a new “puritanical” movement not bound to act in 

any particular way (Hassan Hassan, 
“Religious Teaching That Drives 
ISIS to Threaten the Ancient 
Ruins of Palmyra,” Guardian, 23 
May 2015). 

Initially riding on the back 
of the same supporter base as 
the Taliban or the JUI, ISIS has 
deviated and has formed its own 
codes and goals. This approach 
to first attract supporters to an 
already widely supported idea, in 
this case, fundamentalist Islam, 
and then to freely change the 
philosophy of the group to suit its 
own needs, was used to kick start 
its base. Practices Muhammad 
would not have condoned, such as 
the nondiscriminatory destruction 
of nonreligious historic artifacts 
and sites and mistreating slaves, 
are commonly practiced in ISIS-
controlled territory. In short, ISIS 

differs hugely from the “first generation” of terrorist 
organizations like the Taliban or the Popular Front for 
the Liberation of Palestine, and should be treated as 
the unique entity it is.

ISIS has proved through its unorthodox behavior 
that unlike any fundamentalist Islamic group before 
it, its leadership’s goals are far from only restoring 
fundamentalist Islam, and lean into ISIS’s own 
intransparent and puritanical creed, or even may 
be pure political motivation. Through widespread 
media coverage of mainly self-glorification, ISIS 
has presented a new face to terrorism that should 
prompt a far different reaction from the governments 
concerned with combating terrorism and protecting 
history.
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has endangered the health 
and well being of millions 
of people living in Iran, 
adding to the endless 
cycle of unemployment 
and unreasonable prices. 
Removing the sanctions, 
even temporarily, would 
finally break the cycle 
by allowing more money 
to flow in and out of the 
country, thus bringing jobs, 
raising the value of the rial, 
and lowering prices.        

Specifically, the 
sanctions that the P5+1 has 
chosen to lift allows Iran to 

export and sell their crude oil as well as import refined 
gas (“Overview of Temporary Suspension of Certain 
U.S. Sanctions Pursuant to the Initial Understanding 
Between the P5+1 and Iran,” U.S. Department of 
State, 20 January 2014). By allowing Iran to once 
again import refined gas, it no longer has to refine 
its own “dirtier gas” (Brangham), avoiding further 
contamination of the air caused by the inefficient 
refinery. The removal of the sanctions provides relief 
to the air pollution in Tehran, which the World Health 
Organization indicates has “air [that] is often dirtier 

than Shanghai’s” (Brangham). Yet the damage to air 
quality has already impacted the people of Tehran 
with “a rise in respiratory and heart diseases, as well 
as an increase in a variety of cancers that it says are 
related to pollution” (Erdbrink, “Annual Buildup of Air 
Pollution Chokes Tehran,” New York Times, 6 January 
2013). In addition to the lifted oil sanctions, the 
limitation on the country’s frozen assets will also be 
rescinded; Iran will regain $4.2 billion of its restricted 
revenues that have been held in overseas accounts 
(U.S. State Department). With the additional money 
and the accounts outside of the country, Iran will not 
be significantly restricted to a select few countries for 

the low level production 
of enriched uranium, many 
people still question Iran’s 
accountability, picking at 
details such as the fact that 
“the inspectors first need 
to present evidence [to 
visit military facilities],” 
arguing that the P5+1 should 
have the ability to carry 
out inspections “anywhere, 
anytime.” As negotiations 
intensified during the Vienna 
conference, the American 
media centered its focus 
around how the United 
States would benefit from 
such a deal, what the chances were for war to break 
out, what the U.S. allies wanted, what it would mean 
for the world’s leading democratic power to be allies 
with the only remaining theocracy, and what it meant 
politically for Iran’s future. However, the news frenzy 
generally turned a blind eye to the deal’s significance 
to the Iranian citizens and how it would impact their 
quality of life and benefit their country.

One of the major advantages of the Iran 
nuclear deal is the temporary removal of sanctions. 
Throughout the years the sanctions have caused 
“skyrocketing inflation” (William 
Brangham, “Economic Sanctions 
Have Tangible Consequences 
for Average Iranians,” PBS.org, 
10 February 2014) in Iran. The 
inflation has caused the rial, Iran’s 
national currency, to plummet at 
least 40 percent as well as prices for 
basic necessities, such as food and 
medicine to increase (Beheshteh 
Farshneshani, “In Iran, Sanctions 
Hurt the Wrong People,” New York 
Times, 22 January 2014). As prices 
rise and the national currency 
devalues, the unemployment 
rate also shoots up, altogether 
discouraging a consumer market. 
These detrimental consequences are side effects from 
outside powers attempting to weaken the Islamic 
Republic and undermine the confidence in the 
nuclear program (Brangham). Farshneshani decries 
the sanctions and their destructive impact, claiming 
that the “[sanctions are] only severely weakening 
the middle class, breaking the collective will and 
marginalizing democratic voices while solidifying the 
power of the ruling elite.” The increasing numbers of 
families living in poverty exemplifies how sanctions 
weaken the middle and lower classes; in a year and a 
half the numbers rose from 22 percent to 40 percent. 
The inability to afford food and essential medicines 

U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry (L) and Iran’s Foreign 
Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif, discussing Iran’s nuclear 
programme in Lausanne, Switzerland in March 2015
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because the West Bank would eventually grow to an 
Arab majority. With this majority in a democracy, 
the Jews would be outnumbered and Israel could no 
longer be considered a Jewish state. Likewise, if Israel 
chooses to be defined as Jewish first, there could be 
no democracy with an Arab majority (Friedman). 
Although Israel recognizes this complex issue, it 
struggles to balance the inherent challenges between 
democracy and religion.

If Israel chooses to prioritize its Jewish religion 
and receive full territorial rights, the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict would escalate enormously, as 
this option involves entirely obliterating any hopes of 
a Palestinian state living side-by-side along a Jewish 
one. Simply put, this option blocks any chance of 
peace. Hamas, a Palestinian Islamist militant group 
based in the Gaza Strip, has declared its mission to 
destroy Israel and create a Palestinian state. While 
Hamas may never be satisfied as long as Israel exists, 
a choice that erases any goals for a Palestinian state 
would anger them to a breaking point, and would 
also severely damage relations with the United States 
and with the United Nations. In short, Israel cannot 
choose to be primarily Jewish while maintaining any 
peaceful objectives.

Considering a Two-State Solution     by Deborah Feifer ’17

The Dome of the Rock, which sits in the Al-Aqsa compound, is a 
source of religious and political tension in Jerusalem.

In a situation as complicated as the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict, government officials must often 
make difficult decisions. The essential dilemma of 
the Israeli government is this: Israel wishes to be 
defined as a Jewish state, to uphold democracy, and to 
incorporate the full land of Israel, including the West 
Bank, into its official territory; however, it seems to 
have achieved only two of these three things (Thomas 
L. Friedman, “Let’s Fight Over a Big Plan,” New York 
Times, 16 March 2010). Israel cannot obtain all three 

economic development, and 
its money will circulate around 
the world economy. Also, the 
sales of the crude oil and the 
importation of refined gas 
will bring even more jobs and 
money into the country since 
Iran will be utilizing its own 
resources, as well as appealing 
to foreign markets. Inflation 
and unemployment, as a 
result of the lifting of the oil 
and economic sanctions, will 
decrease significantly.

A newfound confidence 
and empowerment within 
the Iranian population has 
become a positive result of the 
nuclear deal. Stemming from 
the fact that because of the Iranians’ push towards 
compromise, a nuclear deal was produced, the action 
highlighted not only that the voices of Iranians were 
heard by the government, but also that the government 
is increasing its flexibility of rule on different aspects 
of Iranian society. Encouraged by the nuclear deal and 
the election of moderate president Hassan Rouhani, 
citizens have been “reclaiming public spaces” in 
the “lifestyle movement” (Erdbrink, “Cautiously, 
Iranians Reclaim Public Spaces and Liberties Long 

Suppressed, New York Times, 5 October 2015). Inspired 
by the economic improvements, young Iranians push 
for transitions within their society by departing from 
traditional fashion in order to enjoy concerts and relax 
the veil. Groups of stand up comedians and animal 
rights activists have emerged in a society that used 
to find humor politically risky. Slowly encouraged by 
the political trajectory of the moment, the Iranian 
population moves towards improving its rights in the 
social sphere as the government gradually relaxes its 
influence on the Iranian society.
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On the other hand, Israel could decide to become 
fully democratic. However, Israel would most likely 
reject this option because it requires the abandonment 
of Theodor Herzl’s vision of a Jewish state, written in 
1896 (Roger Cohen, “Zionism and Its Discontents,” 
New York Times, 29 July 2014). For Israel to decide to 
become more secular would be for Israel to reject its 
own declaration of independence 
and to discard the wishes of its 
founders and of Herzl. While this 
option may provide some temporary 
semblance of peace, one can predict 
with considerable certainty that 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
and a large portion of the people of 
Israel would never abandon Herzl’s 
or their own dreams. With the same 
logic, this option also would not be 
able to create any Palestinian state. 
Both parties would be unsatisfied 
and without a distinct homeland, 
achieving absolutely nothing in 
the end. Furthermore, the conflict 
surrounding holy sites and religious 
roots would relentlessly continue, 
especially considering the more 
recent tensions arising in the Temple Mount 
compound containing the Al-Aqsa Mosque (“Violent 
Clashes at East Jerusalem’s Al-Aqsa Mosque,” BBC, 
27 September 2015). A holy site to Jews and Muslims 
alike, simply declaring the State of Israel secular would 
make no difference in the matter. The solution to this 
conflict lies in religious tolerance, so secularism does 
not provide the solution but only succeeds to avoid 
the problem.

The last option for Israel in facing its dilemma 

is to remain both Jewish and 
democratic but sacrifice some 
territory; in other words, this 
is the two-state solution we 
constantly hear about. It would 
incur many problems similar to 
the previous option surrounding 
holy sites, as numerous extremely 
sacred places exist in the holy 
city of Jerusalem (BBC). For any 
hope of peace, Jerusalem must 
be shared between religions and, 
sadly, will likely remain a source 
of tension as long as religious 
intolerance exists. However, 
with a proper and fair two-state 
solution, these tensions can be 
decreased and hopefully kept 
below the breaking point of 
violence. A two-state solution 
also requires that Israel pull all 
settlements out of the West 
Bank, a decision that would 

cause much unrest with some religious zealots. When 
Israel pulled out of its settlements in the Gaza Strip, 
the government ripped people from their homes and 
the financial expenses were great (“Ariel Sharon and 
the Path to Peace,” Chicago Tribune, 13 January 2014). 
In addition, Israel’s disengagement largely contributed 
to the rise of Hamas and, because of this, the prospect 

of pulling out of the West Bank poses many threats 
to Israeli security. Israel fears that disengagement 
would only allow for a new terrorist organization to 
move into the West Bank and further contribute to 
the conflict. However, given the circumstances, there 
do not seem to be any other options with a chance at 
peace other than the two-state solution.

The phrase “two-state solution” is constantly 
thrown around among political officials, but from a 
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large-scale attacks on towns using not only artillery 
and infantry but also tanks. By the end of May, over 
a thousand civilians and approximately 150 soldiers 
were killed (“Armed Residents Put Up Resistance to 
Syrian Army,” Khaleej Times, 31 May 2011). Countless 
students, liberal activists, and human rights advocates 
were detained and arrested.

In mid-2011, the rebels started attacking 
government forces with weapons, getting support 
from many defected officers who also wanted to see 
the downfall of the Assad regime. In July, these officers 
formed the Free Syrian Army (FSA), uniting the 
armed forces against the government. That August, 
the Syrian National Council was founded in Turkey, 

an effort by multiple anti-Assad 
groups. By October, clashes 
between the government and 
the rebels were a common 
everyday event. The fighting 
continued until April 2012, but 
by then the death toll from the 
conflicts had already surpassed 
10,000 (“Syria Agrees to 
Kofi Annan’s April 10 Peace 
Deadline, UN Security Council 
Told,” Metro, 2 April 2012).

On February 23, 2012, Kofi 
Annan, then Secretary-General 
of the United Nations, was 

appointed as the UN-Arab League Joint 
Special Representative for Syria to bring a halt to 
the civil war (“Syria Unrest: Opposition Seeks Arms 
Pledge,” BBC, 28 February 2012). Both sides of the war 
entered a ceasefire period on April 12, but skirmishes 
instigated by both sides led to a complete meltdown 
of the ceasefire and the United Nations pulled out 
of Syria. Annan resigned the position in August, 
frustrated that both sides were not cooperating 
and felt that the Security Council lacked peaceful 
resolutions due to Russia’s and China’s vetoes (“Kofi 
Annan Resigns As UN Syria Envoy,” Times of India, 2 
August 2012).

The conflict was officially called a civil war 
by the United Nations on June 12, 2012 and by 
the International Red Cross on July 15 following 
fighting that had spread across the country and left 
16,000 dead. In late September, the FSA moved its 

Syrian Conflict: A Brief Timeline of the Assad Regime Since 2011 
by Eugene Kim ’18

Despite recent news that would suggest otherwise, 
Syria has been, for the most part, peaceful for 
centuries. However, the peace ended when a civil 
war broke out in March of 2011 as part of the Arab 
Spring with protests against Bashar al-Assad, Syria’s 
president, and his regime in Daraa.

In 2000, President al-Assad succeeded his father, 
Hafez al-Assad, who also led an authoritarian Syria. 
Hafez was also accused of violating human rights for 
the 30 years during which he led Syria as a single-party 
state. Assad spoke about reform on multiple accounts 
but failed to carry out the majority of his promises 
(Liam Stack and Neil MacFarquhar, “Syrian Protesters 
Clash With Security Forces,” New York Times, 1 April 
2011).

Assad has aggregated all 
economic, political, and military 
power under his own family and 
the Shiite Alawites, an ethnic 
group that makes up a mere 12% 
of the population in Syria (Tom 
Heneghan, “Syria’s Alawites Are 
Secretive, Unorthodox Sect,” 
Reuters, 23 December 2011). 
The amount of corruption 
present in the government 
was quite substantial. Sunni 
Muslims, the majority of the 
Syrian population, became the 
strongest protesters against Assad.

The civilians’ discontent with Assad’s regime 
reached a turning point on March 15, 2011, when 
protesters marched in Damascus, the nation’s capital, 
demanding democratic reforms and the release of 
political prisoners (Kareem Fahim and Hwaida Saad, 
“A Faceless Teenage Refugee Who Helped Ignite 
Syria’s War,” New York Times, 8 February 2013). These 
prisoners comprise mainly school children, arrested 
for writing slogans such as “The people want the 
fall of the regime” on city walls. In the beginning of 
the protests, people were advocating for the release 
of prisoners, democratic reforms, getting rid of the 
emergency law, and ending corruption. However, 
after April 8, 2011 protesters started calling for the 
overthrowing of the Assad government in over 10 
cities. April 25 marked the first day of violent response 
from the Syrian army, when they staged a series of 

realistic perspective, the two-state solution is the 
only option that could possibly bring about peace, 
while retaining most of Israel’s interests. It is a flawed 
option but avoids the deeper issues of religious 
intolerance, which will cause continual tensions 
surrounding all holy sites. There do not seem to be any 

alternatives. Due to the recent bout of violence, Israel 
is unfortunately not in a place to consider pulling out 
of the West Bank. However, one day when the timing 
is more appropriate, Israel should implement the two-
state solution. Its democracy will be stronger when it 
learns to compromise on religion.

Syrian President Bashar al-Assad
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headquarters from Turkey into northern Syria after 
a series of strong offensives from the rebels (Anne 
Barnard and Hania Mourtada, “Rebels Announce 
Move of Headquarters from Turkey to ‘Liberated’ 
Syria Territory,” New York Times, 22 September 2012).

The rebels advanced and seized major military 
bases, including Base 46 on November 18 and the 
Mayadeen military base. The access to facilities and 
weapons as a result of the victories was crucial for the 
rebel forces, providing defenses against government 
forces. In December, the Syrian military was blamed 
for firing Scud missiles and subsequently attacking 
using the tactical ballistic missiles on the rebel 
forces (Michael R. Gordon and Eric Schmitt, “Syria 
Fires More Scud Missiles at Rebels, U.S. Says,” New 
York Times, 20 December 2012). To prepare for more 
possible attacks, NATO allowed American, Dutch, 
and German forces to deploy anti-missile batteries in 
Turkey.

In 2013, the Syrian military started using chemical 
weapons against not only the rebels but also the 
civilians. This was a clear violation of the Geneva 
Protocol, and thousands of civilians of all ages were 
killed in an inhumane manner. 
The United Nations, along 
with many nations, intervened 
by means of the Organization 
for the Prohibition of Chemical 
Weapons (OPCW). The 
Syrian government agreed to 
implement the OPCW’s plan, 
which involved transporting 
the weapons to sea by 
Norwegian and Danish vessels 
and then destroying them by 
American ships. In exchange 
for this plan, the United States 
vowed to not strike Damascus.

A Syrian woman shouts slogans as a group of Syrians 
protest during the Arab Spring of 2011 against the Assad 
government.

At the 
G e n e v a 
C o n f e r e n c e 
held on 
November 21, 
the United 
States, Russia, 
Saudi Arabia, 
and Iran 
d i s c u s s e d 
possible ways 
to provide 
humanitarian 
aid to the 
thousands of 
civilians facing 
starvation in 
Syria’s central 
cities such 
as Homs, 
Darayya, and 

the Moadmiyeh. 
The Geneva II 

Conference was held on January 22, 2014, in which the 
countries addressed the need to halt the bloodshed 
as well as find a mutually acceptable transitional 
government. In addition to the participants of the 
first conference, Great Britain, the European Union, 
the Assad regime, the Syrian opposition, and many of 
Syria’s geographical neighbors participated. However, 
the conference faced a bitter obstacle when Assad’s 
representatives and FSA’s representatives exchanged 
bitter accusations. In effect, the U.S. representative, 
Secretary of State John Kerry, said, “We only see one 
option, a negotiated transition government formed 
by mutual consent…That means that Bashar al-Assad 
will not be part of that transitional government.”

More than four and a half years later, the war still 
remains a stalemate, with over 220,000 deaths and 
well over a million refugees (Diaa Hadid, “Syrian 
Rebels and Government Reach Truce in Besieged 
Area,” Huffington Post, 15 January 2015). In 2014, for the 
first time ever, presidential elections with more than 

one candidate were allowed, 
but the majority still voted for 
Assad. While allies of Syria 
argue that the election was fair 
and transparent, allies of the 
FSA reject the results of the 
election because votes were 
only allowed in government-
controlled areas, which was 
less than 40% of Syria. Bashar 
al-Assad’s re-election led to 
the FSA’s refusal to negotiate 
with the government until he 
resigns from office.

Timeline of the Arab Spring 2011-15
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Reunited at Last: Korean Families Meet After a Lifelong Wait   
by Gloria Yi ’17

A remnant of the Cold War, the division of North 
and South Korea is often seen on the map, a border 
delineating the halves of the small peninsula. On paper, 
the division is the signed agreement of the summer of 
1945, a temporary measure intended to work towards 
an unrealized peace. In the eyes of families, the 
political division inadvertently puts an impermeable 
wall between parents and children, brothers and 
sisters, stuck on the wrong side of Korea. When 
the (temporary) armistice was finally signed in 1953, 
establishing the front line as the new border between 
the North and the South, certain individuals who had 
left their family in North Korea never knew that they 
would not be able to see their family ever again.

Situated between Japan and China, the Korean 
peninsula had been coveted by its neighboring 
countries; whenever possible Japan and China tried to 
invade, take away territory, and even colonize Korea 
over centuries.

Several days before Japan’s surrender at the end 
of the World War II in August 1945, Soviet troops 
occupied North Korea to take advantage of the turn 
of the war. Under the agreement between the U.S. and 
the USSR, Korea was divided roughly in half at the 
38th parallel and left the fates of the troops solely to 
the whims of the great powers.

Once the two Koreas were separated geographically, 
the ideological differences only strained relations 
further. In 1948, under the leadership of Kim Il-
sung, former guerrilla leader, North Korea became a 
communist country under the guiding influence of the 
USSR. With its mission as the beacon of democracy 
to contain communism, the U.S. helped South 
Korea create a democratic government with elected 
president Syngman Rhee. Though both outside forces 
withdrew from Korea in 1949, the USSR left a well-
trained North Korean army of 135,000 men, tanks, 
and artillery. In comparison, South Korea had only 
98,000 men, most of constabulary force. Both sides 
dreamed of a reunified peninsula: in the North, one 
of communism, and in the South, democracy (“The 
Korean War,” BBC).

In January 1950, U.S. Secretary of State Dean 
Acheson announced that the United States was to 
leave South Korea out of its future military defense 
commitments. Encouraged by this waning American 
interest, as well as its own superior military force, the 
North attacked the South across the 38th parallel on 
June 25, 1950, commencing the Korean War.

On July 27, 1953, the armistice was signed and, 

as a result, the heavily guarded Demilitarized Zone 
(DMZ) was created. Although the armistice was 
originally intended to be temporary and only aimed 
to create a ceasefire, the Geneva Agreements failed 
to guarantee a final peace settlement on the Korean 
peninsula. To this day North Korea and South Korea 
are technically still at war.

 According to the South Korean Unification 
Ministry’s website, since 1988 approximately 130,000 
people have applied to meet their families held 

in North Korea. As of the most recent reunion in 
October 2015, only 66,000 people who have registered 
are still alive. Six decades since the ceasefire, more 
than half of the applicants are in their 80s or 90s.  
Especially for these age groups, there is an extra 
sense of urgency to be reunited with their family 
in North Korea (Hilary Whiteman and K.J. Kwon, 
“North and South Korea Agree to Family Reunions 
in October,” CNN, 8 September 2015). Since there is 
no means of communication, they often do not know 
if their relatives on the other side are even alive (Ji 
Dagyum and Ju-min Park, “Korean Families Torn by 
War Six Decades Ago Rejoice in Reunions,” Reuters, 
20 October 2015).

On October 20, 2015, 390 South Koreans, selected 
by a computer-generated lottery, crossed the border 
into North Korea to be reunited with their long-lost 
family members separated during the Korean War (Ji 
and Park). By contrast, North Koreans are carefully 
selected to “represent the communist regime” and 

South Korean Kim Sa-Moon (left) meets with her North Korean 
older sister Kim Tae-Un, 78, during a family reunion after being 
separated for 60 years on February 23, 2014 in Mount Kumgang, 
North Korea.

asia/pacific
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Korean Families, Separated by War 65 Years Ago, 
Reunite Briefly,” New York Times, 20 October 2015).   

Within the limited time of 12 hours, allowed 
emotions overwhelmingly flooded the room. “Father, 
it’s me, your son,” cried Chae Hee-yang, 65, from the 
South. He and his father, Chae Hoon-sik, 88, from the 
North, wept together. When his father last saw him, 
Chae Hee-yang was only a year old (Ji and Park).

After 65 years of separation, Lee Soon-Kyu, an 
85-year-old grandmother, smiled as her husband, Oh 
In-se, now 83, embraced her. They had been married 
only for seven months, and she was five months 
pregnant when the Korean War began in 1950. “I 
can’t tell how much I missed you,” said Ms. Lee, who 
never remarried and raised her son alone. Ms. Lee, 
revealing the years of pain caused by the separation, 
added, “I have wept so much thinking of us that there 
are no tears left in me.” Mr. Oh, holding her hand, 
said, “My dear, I didn’t know that the war would do 
this to us.” Ms. Lee had started to hold the annual 
commemorative ritual for her husband, believing him 
dead until recently, when she found out he was looking 
for her. The couple’s son, Oh Jang-gyun, 64, met 
his father for the first time in his life. Weeping and 
laughter echoed throughout the hall of the reunion as 
siblings hugged one another. After finding her North 
Korean father, Jong Se-hwan, 87, Shin Yeon-ja, a 65-
year old South Korean, told him that his wife was 
still alive but did not have enough energy for this trip 
(Choe). 

Since 1985, South Korea has repeatedly asked for 
more reunions, but given the shifting political tensions, 
only 18,800 Koreans have been allowed to participate 
in 19 rounds of face-to-face reunions so far (Choe). 
As a barometer of the dynamic between North and 
South, these reunions have indicated better relations 
than in the past, yet many more families eagerly wait 
in line to get their wish granted. And, given their 
advanced age, time is running out.

The Trans-Pacific Partnership     by James Koh ’17

have “in one way or another…risen to prominence 
within their closed society” in order to be granted a 
reunion (“The Korean Tears to Come,” Economist, 17 
August 2000).

 Held in a ballroom at the Mount Kumgang Resort, 
officials and media watched the participants at the 
reunion. They were advised to avoid topics such as 
the political leadership of the North or the living 
conditions. Fearful of the monitors listening to every 
word, Ahn Yoon-Joon, 85, described his visit to North 
Korea, “I was afraid if I said something wrong, my 
sisters would face repercussions (from North Korean 
authorities)…That is why I was careful with what I 
was saying and what I was asking. There was not that 
much freedom” (Kathy Nowak,  “A Reunion of Korean 
Siblings Resurrects Decades of Pain and Regret,” 
CNN, 27 October 2015). Visitors brought old pictures 
of their family and hometown as well as many gifts for 
their loved ones (Choe Sang-Hun, “South and North 

In today’s world, where currency and debt carry 
more weight than bullets and missiles, few issues 
affect the global economy more than controversial 
and dense trade agreements. The 12 countries of 
the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) reached an 
agreement on October 5, 2015 after more than five 
years of negotiations. This trade agreement includes 
the U.S., Japan, and ten other Pacific Rim countries, 
accounting for roughly 40% of the world’s GDP 
(Kevin Granville, “The Trans-Pacific Partnership 
Trade Accord Explained,” New York Times, 5 October 
2015). Although officially agreed upon in principle, 
the deal still has a long way to go before it takes full 
effect.

First of all, lawmakers in all 12 signatory countries 

must approve the deal. Of course, the issue is most 
contentious in the U.S. where, ironically, many 
Democrats oppose this trademark of the Obama 
administration and many Republicans support 
it. Earlier in the year, Congress narrowly granted 
President Obama trade-promotion authority, called 
“fast-track” negotiating authority, which circumvents 
the impossibly slow process of having Congress 
approve or amend each clause of a trade agreement 
and instead allows the president to have congressional 
approval or reject the deal in its entirety. For the 
other 11 countries, lawmaker approval for the deal is 
expected to be pretty straightforward.

 Even after assuming the deal will eventually go 
into action, its potential effects are still murky. As is 

North Korean resident Kim Han-Sik, 86, center, meets his South 
Korean sister Kim Chul-Sik, 81, right, during a dinner on the first 
day of the reunions of separated families at Mount Kumgang 
resort, Kangwon Province, North Korea, October 20, 2015.
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have expressed interest in joining the agreement. 
The biggest question is that of China, which has 
been excluded due to both fears of its unwillingness 
to meet new commercial standards and its own lack 
of interest. Thus the trade agreement is admittedly 
heavily in favor of the U.S. due to its clout, but the 
TPP would have much farther impact and significance 
if more countries join, especially China. This would 
also signal that America’s hype of the “pivot to Asia” 
is more than just empty talk, and would affirm the 
ever-growing significance of Asia to the world. Finally, 
China and developing countries will be able to further 
liberalize and free up their markets and economies, 
along with being held to increasingly higher standards 
of commerce, environment, and labor. Traditionally, 
free trade and competition have provided an impetus 
for economies to specialize and optimize in order to 
achieve maximum efficiency. While such structural 
changes have caused no small amount of human pain 
and controversy, as seen in Thatcher’s England and 
America’s Rust Belt, economies have no choice but to 
evolve and adapt.

 Admittedly, the TPP has flaws. It has garnered 
controversy over its unusually secretive proceedings 
and its notable silence on currency manipulation. 
Beyond doubts of its true effectiveness, there 
are concerns about benefits to corporations and 
producers over laborers. Yet big companies are one of 
the TPP’s biggest opponents, especially those in the 
pharmaceutical, tobacco, and automobile industries. 
Lower wages of other TPP countries will most likely 
outsource even more manufacturing jobs overseas 
while America evolves into a more service-based 

the protocol for most trade negotiations, 
the contents of the negotiations were kept 
secret until an agreement was reached in 
order to prevent domestic interest groups 
from prematurely affecting negotiations. 
After the agreement was reached, details 
of the deal slowly emerged (or at least what 
was left of the details after substantial 
Wikileaks) until November 5 when the New 
Zealand government published the full text 
of the agreement. Amounting to 30 chapters 
and over 2,000 pages, the agreement covers 
a lot of ground, ranging from eliminating 
tariffs to protecting the environment. The 
TPP eliminates many tariffs and quotas, 
around as many as 18,000 for U.S. products 
on foreign countries (Jonathan Chew, “Here 
Are the Important Numbers That Make Up 
the TPP,” Fortune, 5 October 2015). With 
such agreements, many exceptions and 
gradual phasing-outs are in place to protect 
interest groups such as dairy for Canada, 
beef for Japan, and automobiles for the U.S. 
Unconventionally, it also eliminates many 
barriers to the service sector, in which 
the U.S. holds a considerable competitive 
advantage and accounts for most of the private jobs 
in the country. Although services are not subject to 
tariffs, the deal frees up traditional obstacles such as 
visas, licensing, and customs, and opens up markets 
to more service providers. The deal also addresses 
environmental and labor concerns: all the parties 
will have to adhere to the International Labor 
Organization’s basic principles of workers’ rights, 
set minimum wages and working hours, and commit 
to environmental standards to eliminate unfair 
advantages. Other chapters of the agreement include 
intellectual property protections, a dispute-settling 
mechanism, and weakening the favoritism shown to 
state-owned corporations.

However, the TPP has not been ratified yet and 
will take several months to be passed. Despite this, 
the TPP is still one of the biggest trade deals in history 
and when it comes into force, will alter the world’s 
economy. In 2013, the U.S. exported almost $700 
billion worth to TPP countries, or 44% of its total 
exports (Chew). Due to the secretive negotiations 
and the nature of the clauses (which concern more 
regulations than tariffs), it is difficult to quantify the 
eventual economic effects of the TPP, but it is roughly 
estimated to increase the 12 economies by $285 billion 
by 2025 (B.R. Williams, “Trans-Pacific Partnership 
(TPP) Countries: Comparative Trade and Economic 
Analysis,” Congressional Research Service, 2013).

 The true potential of the Trans-Pacific Partnership 
is far from being realized. The main reason behind the 
TPP is that it is supposed to draw in more members; 
countries such as South Korea, Thailand, and Indonesia 
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 While the red shirts announced their allegiance 
and support towards the Malaysian government under 
Barisan Nasional, the yellow shirts put their efforts 
into the Bersih movement. Bersih, which translates 
into “clean” in Malay, refers to the Coalition of Free 
and Fair Elections. It is an international civil society 
movement that is made up of 84 non-government 
organizations that push for a thorough reform of the 
election process in Malaysia (“Maria Chin: We May 
Do Bersih 5,” Free Malaysia Today, 7 September 2015). 

Currently led by Maria 
Chin Abdullah from the 
Women’s Development 
Collective, Bersih was first 
launched in November 
2006 and has stood by its 
eight demands, including 
the continuous updating 
of the electoral roll to 
filter out “phantom 
voters” (deceased persons, 
multiple persons registered 
under a single address or 
non-existent addresses), 
transparency during in 
the postal ballot system, 
and using indelible ink to 

prevent voter fraud etc. (“Bersih 2.0 8 Demands,” 
bersih.org).

In the near past, Bersih launched a series of rallies 
to address political issues relating to corruption and 
unfair elections. In August, Bersih 4.0 demanded 
Razak’s resignation as well as institutional reforms 
as a preventive measure against prime ministerial 
corruption (Oliver Holmes, “Malaysia Protesters 
Regroup to Urge Razak’s Resignation,” Guardian, 
30 August 2015). The rally came amid allegations in 
The Wall Street Journal that $700 million from the 
debt-ridden state investor 1Malaysia Development 
Berhad (1MDB) was deposited into Najib’s personal 
bank accounts (Tom Wright and Simon Clark, 
“Investigators Believe Money Flowed to Malaysian 
Leader Najib’s Accounts Amid 1MDB Probe,” Wall 
Street Journal, 2 July 2015). 1MDB denied having given 
any money to the prime minister and responded by 
calling the accusations “unsubstantiated” (Eileen Ng, 
“Malaysian Premier Denies He Got $700 Million 
From State Fund,” bigstory.ap.org, 3 July 2015). Bersih 

Keeping the Streets ‘Clean’: Malaysian Independence Day 
Sparks Calls for Reform    by Cynthia Hui ’17

The river of yellow shirts mightily and steadily 
coursed through the main streets of Kuala Lumpar as 
peaceful protests marked the rather unconventional 
opening of Malaysia’s Independence Day on 
August 31 - Hari Merdeka, or Merdeka Day, which 
commemorates the independence of the Malaysian 
government from the former British colonial power 
on August 31, 1957. Normally a celebration of cultural 
heritage, nationalism, and independence, the most 
recent Merdeka Day instead represented Chinese 
Malaysians’ indignation 
towards current 
government corruption 
and a desire for change.

Deeply rooted social 
tension between the ethnic 
Malay, a majority of 50.1%, 
and Chinese Malays who 
account for 22% of the 
country’s population (CIA 
World Factbook), increased 
especially after the general 
election last May, in which 
Prime Minister Najib 
Razak’s right-wing Barisian 
Nasional (BN), or National 
Front, political coalition 
triumphed. Razak’s party emphasizes changes that 
would largely benefit the ethnic Malays rather than 
the ethnic Chinese. Although many Chinese Malays 
were disappointed with the election outcome, there 
have rarely been protests on the streets as Chinese 
Malaysians have refrained from protesting explicitly 
against the government due to the country’s steady 
economic growth for the past few years. But recent 
implementation of a goods and services tax, as well 
as a continuous devaluation in the ringgit currency 
have given a cause of dissatisfaction (Nanyang Siang 
Pau, “Devaluation of Ringgit Worse Than GST,” 
Malaysian Chinese News, 15 April 2015). Evidence of 
Razak’s corruption directly led to firm protests of 
indignation and calls for change on the Independence 
Day. The two main ethnicities’ loyalties were divided 
into the yellow shirts (Chinese Malays) and red shirts 
(ethnic Malays), when Chinese Malays marched on 
the streets on August 31 and ethnic Malays responded 
by demonstrating a few days later to show their 
disagreement.

economy; indeed, the TPP is unlikely to have much 
effect on this decades-long trend. In the long run, 
the TPP is a welcome relief for free trade after the 
Great Recession’s impact on global commerce forced 
countries to retreat under protectionism. However, 

A bird’s eye view of the number of people who thronged Dataran 
Merdeka for the 58th National Day celebration on August 31

it will only have true meaning once its membership 
expands, potentially to include China and even India, 
but it will be several years before this may even 
happen.
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Yellow-swathed campaigners could be seen waving 
sunshine-yellow placards: “You can ban a T-shirt, but 
you can’t ban an idea.”

Ex-prime minister Mahathir Mohamad, who 
governed Malaysia for 22 years, joined the protests 
and cries for institutional reform. He had censured 
his former protégé, Najib, of halting an investigation 
into corruption and bribing politicians (Joyce Lee, 
“Interview: Mahathir Mohamad,” Diplomat, 7 October 
2015). Gooi Hsiao Leung, a member of Malaysian 
Parliament who had attended three Bersih protests, 
partook in imprisoned leader Anwar Ibrahim’s 
People’s Justice party.  “Many Malaysians today are 
outraged with what is happening in Malaysia – the 
rampant corruption and abuse of power,” Gooi said.  
Gooi referred to the ruling party, “We are also very 
unhappy with the severe state of gerrymandering 
... We want to save Malaysia,” and added that living 
costs had dramatically increased (Holmes, “‘Illegal’ 
Malaysian Protests Call for PM Najib Razak’s 
Resignation,” Guardian, 29 August 2015).

Although the prime minister is backed by 
significant support from the long-established Barisan 
Nasional coalition and from his own political party, 
the United Malays National Organization (UMNO), 
Najib is facing his worst political crisis. He has denied 
allegations but responded to his political scandal 
by dismissing four ministers, his attorney general, 
and deputy prime minister (“Malaysia PM Najib 
Razak Sacks Deputy Over 1MDB Scandal,” BBC, 28 
July 2015). Najib also cancelled his appearance and 
keynote speech at an anti-corruption conference after 
organizers of the conference requested his response 
toward allegations of the millions of dollars that came 
from unknown originals into his personal accounts 
(Holmes, “Scandal-Hit Malaysian PM Najib Drops 
Speech at Anti-Corruption Conference,” Guardian, 4 
September 2015).

Devaluation of the riggint, chronic racial 
tension, and government corruption shake all three 
– economic, social and political -- roots of Malaysia. 
Just in time for Independence Day, Bersih reminds 
us of the universal desire for an efficient government. 
The leader of Bersih, Maria Chin, said the protest was 
not anti-government but anti-corruption. “We don’t 
want to topple the government but we want to topple 
corrupt politicians,” she clarified (“Malaysia Protests 
Against PM Najib Razak Draw Thousands,” BBC, 30 
August 2015).

claimed government response to allegations in 
Malaysia, including the removal of Abdul Gani Patail 
as Attorney General and ministers who had expressed 
their disapproval towards 1MDB issue, triggered the 
call for the rally.

The simple yet provocative slogan “Bersih” echoed 
from the mouth of every yellow shirt as more than 
200,000 marched to the capital’s central square 
to demand the resignation of the Razak on Hari 
Merdeka (“Tens Of Thousands Protest Malaysia’s 
Prime Minister After Corruption Scandal,” Huffington 
Post, 29 August 2015). Despite the explicit indignation 
from the crowd, the protest’s organization was 
orderly and police did not resort to the use of 
weapons or physical force. Having accepted that 
they would not be allowed to enter the capital’s main 
square, organizers erected their own barriers at its 
entrance to keep protesters away from police lines. 
In attempts to diminish the force of the protest, the 
government warned students that joining the protests 
might endanger their scholarships; in addition, the 
foreign ministry promised to identify Malaysians 
participating in assemblies held in solidarity abroad 
(“Global Bersih Decries Threat to Revoke Protesters’ 
Scholarships,” MalaysianKini.com, 28 August 2015). 
Despite the government’s best efforts to quench 
the demonstration, declaring (and later dismissing) 
at the eleventh hour that wearing the Bersih yellow 
shirt was illegal, yellow and the “Bersih” yellow still 
adorned each and every protester (Shannon Teoh, “A 
Sea of Yellow in Kuala Lumpur As Protesters Demand 
Najib’s Resignation,” Straits Times, 29 August 2015). 

“Yellow Shirts” protesters gather during the Coalition for Clean 
and Fair Elections rally, also known as Bersih, in Kuala Lumpur

A Bubble Pops: China’s Stock Market Crash     by Michelle Zhou ’17

Recently, we have witnessed a classic “boom-and-
bust” situation regarding the Chinese stock market, 
from July 2014 through June 2015. Before May 
2015, the market was inflating because of the large 
amounts of investment as people saw the prices of 

stocks continuously soar upwards until this past June, 
when it all crashed and all the metaphorical bubbles 
popped. By June 8, “the Shanghai Composite has 
lost an unnerving 32%. The Shenzhen market, which 
has more tech companies and is often compared to 
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market and no longer rely on banks. However, 
because China is not experienced enough due to its 
short history of capitalism, when it experienced a sell-
down, the regulators strived to create policies in the 
hope that they would reverse the market force. Even 
though China is not the first country to prop up and 
attempt to save a failing stock market, “what makes 
China stand out is that it panicked when a correction 
of clearly overvalued shares had been expected. 
Rather than calming investors, its barrage of measures 
screamed of desperation” (“China Embraces the 
Markets,” Economist, 11 July 2015). As with every cause 
comes an effect, and the Chinese stock market crash 
impacted a variety of people.

The amateur investors, who held irrational 
expectations, suffered great loss as they had put 
money into the stocks and eventually had to sell them 
at low prices again. Specifically, margin investors lost 
the most as they borrowed money to buy stocks. 
When the stock market crashed, they not only lost 
what they intended to gain but also were unable to pay 
the interest on loans to the bank.

Many wonder how the Chinese stock market crash 
impacts the global economy, if at all. It is a given 
that the Chinese stock market crash played a role in 
how other countries interpreted the crash’s effect. 
Currently, due to the crash and its causes, overseas 
investors believe that the Chinese stock market is not 
mature or well developed enough, prompting them to 
retrieve money they once invested into China.

Global companies that were already involved with 
the Chinese market suffered incredibly from the 
crash. Some companies saw their shares devalued 
and the declining demand of their imports from the 
Chinese. Some companies had sales drop immensely, 
resulting into a drop in revenue.

The U.S. funds made money from China’s downfall 
as they sold before the crash based upon experience 
and reliability upon sources. However, Paul J. Lim 
from CNN’s Money magazine states that the crash 
could also have a negative impact on the U.S. stock 
market, based upon how Chinese investors will now 
want stable U.S. investments, and further value the 
U.S. dollar, raising the prices on American goods and 
decreasing export profits.

Every investor, company, and regulatory body 
should be clear that a bull market always has an end; 
there is no “happily-ever-after” in the world of stocks. 
Every investor should be clear that an unjustified 
valuation of stock prices won’t last long. Irrational 
actions lead to damaging consequences, which we all 
saw through the 2015 Chinese stock market crash. 
One should not be surprised by the boom-and-bust 
of the stock market. Due to the impending pop of the 
“bubble,” it was just a matter of time.

America’s Nasdaq index, [was] down 41% over the 
same period” (Heather Long “China Is Taking 10 
Huge Actions to Save Its Stock Market,” CNN Money, 
8 July 2015). Amateur investors, fund companies and 
the regulatory body in China stimulated the crash in 
China’s stock market. 

Since participating in the stock market is still 
rather unfamiliar to Chinese citizens, many individual 
investors lack the experience to be qualified as 
legitimate shareholders. In short, they are financial 
gamblers who are motivated to make money in a 
short period of time. Even so, the majority lack the 
ability to analyze a corporation’s future cash flow, or 
develop a sense of valuation of the stock of a company. 
Amateurs naively believed that the stock market 
could maintain the growth that has been happening 
for the past three decades, averaging at a growth rate 
of 10.88% annually since 1989 (“China GDP Annual 
Growth Rate,” Trading Economics). Some of these 
individual investors can also be classified as margin 
investors, where they borrow money from banks in 
order to invest in stocks, using their lifetime savings. 
“Since so many Chinese investors were using margins, 
falling stock prices resulted in margin calls, which 
forced more investors to sell” (Randy Rae, “China’s 
Stock Market Upheaval,” Stanford Investment Group). 
Knowing that the Chinese stock market relied on a 
disproportionate amount of gambling investors, it 
was not a surprise when it crashed.

 Another party that played a large role in the stock 
market crash was the group of funds companies. An 
interpretation of a funds company is that it earns a 
profit through investing the pooled capital of its 
investors. However, the funds companies in China 
played more of a negative role than a positive one. 
Because of the fact that they were professional 
players with knowledge, tools, and access to critical 
information, they tried to manipulate the market in 
order to benefit themselves by bumping up the price 
of stocks without any business justification. Their 
actions are not unnoticed as they are received among 
western economists, investors, and policymakers. 
“China officially posted 7 percent real GDP growth 
for the first half of 2015…to the skeptics, it was both 
too convenient and incongruous with other data that 
suggested a deeper slowdown in manufacturing and 
residential real estate construction,” writes Gabriel 
Wildau (“China Data: Making the Numbers Add 
Up,” Financial Times, 28 September 2015). The ultimate 
greed and need for control generated by the funds 
companies created numerous problems in the past 
year, catalyzing the final crash of the stock market.

The third party that influenced the crash was 
the regulatory body of China. The government and 
public authorities attempted to promote growth 
and development within the Chinese stock market 
in order for the national economy to benefit, as 
companies could be further financed by the stock 
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