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From the Desk of the Editor-in-Chief

It’s a Small World, After All...

Since our last issue, the world 
has continued to change, just as it 
always has and always will. From 
the hopeful discovery for a cure 
for Alzheimer’s Disease to the 
devastating EgyptAir Flight 804, 
the world has been filled with 
both successful and traumatic 
events. Very few aspects of life are 
permanent, and global affairs and 
the growing interconnectedness 
of the world are no exception.

While I was traveling to 
my sister’s college graduation 
this past May, my Austrian 
godfather surprised me at the 
Chicago airport. His appearance 
reminded me that no matter how 
expansive the world may seem, 
with the increasing amount of technology the 
world is beginning to shrink; however, 
with such interconnectivity between 
countries and people comes a global 
responsibility. Even if you have no 
interest in taking a stand against 
or for an international policy, it 
is not only wise to be informed, 
but also essential to stay aware 
of current news.

Because the world is an 
ever-changing place, you can 
always find either a popular or 
an unseen piece of news. Maybe 
you search for a specific topic 
in the media because you have a 
relative in another country, an interest in 
international affairs, or a feeling of responsibility 
to be aware, but whatever the reason, you are taking 
action to be more knowledgeable. With such wisdom, 
you become more powerful and can take charge of 
your life. Foreign policy, treaties, and wars have taken 
place in the past, are happening in present day, and 
will continue occurring into the future. Although 
these events don’t occur every day, there will always 
be numerous opportunities to find breaking news and 
a chance to learn something about our world.

I became interested in the World Bulletin two years 
ago because I believed in its worth as a publication. 
While I still believe that now, I also understand the 
implications of not being up to date on current news 
and am highly interested in learning about cultures 

other than my own. Two hundred 
years ago, what happened across 
the ocean likely would not have 
impacted Windsor, CT or even 
the United States in a dramatic 
way; however, because of rapidly 
evolving inventions and the 
transition of general life, the 
world has become a smaller place 
with more people and more cell 
phones and websites to connect 
us.

With a controversial United 
States election coming up, an 
impending vote on “Brexit,” 
and Facebook entering China’s 
internet space, we are privy to 
some historical decisions that 
may have lasting impacts on the 

future. And while every article topic may not appeal 
to everyone, there is undoubtedly at least one 

piece of news for every World Bulletin reader 
to find interesting.

What I have found in my tenure 
as a World Bulletin reader and editor 
is that general international news 
does not need to be your interest. 
The key is finding something you 
are passionate about, whether it is a 
specific country or policy. By doing 

so, you become invested in the world 
and its future and make it an even 

smaller place.

Sincerely,
Claudia Lamprecht
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About the Writers
DMITRY ANANIEV ’17 (“Current Russian Foreign 
Policy Priorities”) is a new boarder in Taylor Hall hailing 
from Moscow, Russia. An aspiring football player, avid 
skier, and member of the International Practical Shooting 
Confederation, Dmitry makes his World Bulletin debut after 
being introduced to the journal by his history teacher, Mrs. 
Pond.

PHUONG BUI ’16 (“Through the Desert: Meditations 
on a Trip to Joshua Tree”) is from Ho Chi Minh City, 
Vietnam and lives in Ammidon. When Phuong is not acting 
as an International Student Ambassador, Ukulele Club 
president, or tour guide, she is busy with the Robotics Club 
and math team. This is Phuong’s first and, sadly, last article 
in the World Bulletin, as she’ll head off to Smith College this 
fall!

DANNY CECERE ’19 (“Kenya Takes a Dramatic Stand 
Against Ivory Trade”), from Glastonbury, Connecticut, is 
making his debut as a World Bulletin contributing writer. 
Having become a water polo player, baseball man, basketball 
star, and a Special Olympics leader, Danny is off to a great 
start at Loomis. With his brother Bobby graduating in May, 
Danny will surely continue the fine Cecere Pelican Spirit in 
years to come.

AKASH CHADALAVADA ’18 (“Will Rio Be Ready?”) 
is a day student from Simsbury, Connecticut. An LC Scholar 
and History Tea honoree in both 2015 and 2016, Akash runs 
cross country, is an e-Proctor, and this year joined the Yale 
Model UN team. Akash made his World Bulletin debut in 
the Fall/Winter 2015-16 issue with an article about the 
European migrant crisis. 

SOPHIE CHRISTIANO ’17 (“Balancing the Bubble: 
Dubai’s Building Boom”) is a boarder in Palmer from Old 
Lyme, Connecticut. A member of both the cross country 
and track teams and a tour guide, Sophie also made her 
Model UN debut this winter at Yale University. Sophie is 
an LC Scholar, was a History Tea honoree in 2014, and this 
spring she earned a prestigious Junior Founders Prize. In 
the Fall/Winter 2015-16 World Bulletin, Sophie wrote about 
the Greek financial crisis.

DEBORAH FEIFER ’17 (“Justin Trudeau: ‘Pretty Boy’ 
or Capable Leader?”) is a day student from Simsbury, 
Connecticut. A History Tea honoree in 2014 and 2016, and 
the recipient of junior departmental prizes in both music 
and foreign language, Deborah is a member of the cross 
country team and she performs in the concert band and the 
NEO pit orchestra. Deborah wrote about the Arab-Israeli 
conflict in the Fall/Winter 2015-16 World Bulletin.

GAURANG GOEL ’17 (“Unprecedented Ratings, 
Division Mark 2016 Presidential Election”) is a resident of 
Taylor Hall from Hong Kong. Known for his public speaking 
skills and overflowing enthusiasm, Gaurang is president 
of the Debate Society and has earned awards at several 
Model UN conferences, including YMUN, BosMUN, and 
YMGE/Budapest this year alone. A two-time History Tea 
honoree and the recipient of a prestigious Junior Founders 

Prize, Gaurang also serves the community as an e-Proctor 
and International Student Ambassador. This is his World 
Bulletin debut! 

ALEX GORDIENKO ’17 (“Fallout From the Panama 
Papers”) hails from Oakville, Canada but makes his 
home on the Island as a Kravis prefect. He is the Bug 
Byte Computer Science Club president, an International 
Student Ambassador, works on the Log, and will be an 
RA next year. Writing his inaugural article for the World 
Bulletin, Alex believes “There is a first time for everything!” 

* HANNA HAMEEDY ’17 (“Crossing the Red Sea: 
Saudi Arabia and Egypt Announce Bridge”) is a tour guide, 
performs in the orchestra, and is a member of both the JV 
field hockey and varsity softball teams. This year Hanna 
found time to participate in two Model UN conferences as 
well. A day student from Simsbury, Connecticut, Hanna’s 
previous World Bulletin articles include “Learning From 19th 
Century Mistakes: A New Approach to a Crimean Crisis” 
(Winter/Spring 2015) and “The Benefits of the Iran Nuclear 
Deal–for Iranians” (Fall/Winter 2015-16).

* CYNTHIA HUI ’17 (“She Who Must Not Be Trifled 
With”), from Hong Kong and a resident of Mason Hall, is 
very active in global affairs at Loomis Chaffee. In addition 
to writing for the World Bulletin—previous articles include 
“Brazil Bites Off More Than It Can Chew” (Winter/
Spring 2015) and “Keeping the Streets ‘Clean’: Malaysian 
Independence Day Sparks Calls for Reform” (Fall/Winter 
2015-16), Cynthia has participated in five Model UN 
conferences, including YMGE in Budapest. A 2015 History 
Tea honoree and a newly elected Student Council officer, 
Cynthia enjoys golf, playing the piano, and dancing. 

KEVIN JUNG ’17 (“Comfort Women” or Sex Slaves? 
Examining the Overlooked War Crime”) is from Seoul, 
South Korea, and serves the community as a prefect in 
Kravis. A 2015 and 2016 History Tea honoree, Kevin is a 
three-time Model UN participant, a member of the concert 
band and JV soccer team, and was recently honored with 
a prestigious Founders Prize, as well as the Junior Foreign 
Language and History Awards. Kevin made his World Bulletin 
debut in the Fall/Winter 2015-16 issue with an article about 
the rampant corruption in Sepp Blatter’s FIFA. 

EUGENE KIM ’18 (“Peacekeepers or Havoc Reapers? 
UN Presence in Central African Republic”) is a Kravis 
resident from Irvine, California. He plays in the orchestra 
and chamber music ensembles, in addition to competing 
on the boys 3rds soccer and debate teams. Eugene wrote 
about the Syrian civil war and the Assad regime for the Fall/
Winter 2015-16 issue.

JAMES KOH ’17 (“Cry, the Beloved Africa: Jacob Zuma 
and Challenges to Democracy”) is from Seoul, South Korea 
and lives in Flagg Hall. An avid student of history and public 
affairs—indeed, he is a 2016 H-PRESS Tea honoree—James 
wrote about the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) for the 
Fall/Winter 2015-16 World Bulletin. When not writing about 
global issues, James runs cross country and track, performs 
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with the orchestra and chamber music ensembles, and 
competes with the math team.

** CLAUDIA LAMPRECHT ’16 (“Cavalier Behavior? 
UVA Student Caught in the Crossfire”) is currently a day 
student living in Windsor, but she calls Rhinebeck, New 
York her home. A dual citizen of the United States and 
Austria, Claudia is a tour guide and a three-time History 
Honors Tea invitee. This is her fourth article for the World 
Bulletin, having written “McCutcheon v. Federal Election 
Commission: Campaign Finance Reform vs. Freedom of 
Speech” (Spring 2014), “The Financial Burden of the Syrian 
Refugee Crisis” (Winter/Spring 2015), and “Alvord Center 
Adventure to South Africa” (Fall/Winter 2016). A recipient 
of a Global Studies certificate and a recent inductee into 
the Cum Laude Society, Claudia will attend Wellesley 
College this fall.

JOSEPH LEE ’16 (“Brexit, a EUphemism for Disaster? 
The Pros and Cons of the UK in the EU”) lives in Taylor 
Hall via Fremont, California. An RA, math team captain, 
and music club president, Joseph has many talents. In 
addition to his Loomis feats, he is a competitive Rubik’s 
Cube solver! A 2016 H-PRESS Tea honoree, Joseph is also 
the recipient of the Donald M. Joffray Senior Mathematics 
Prize, the J. Newfield Senior Science Prize, and the Aaron 
P. Pratt, Jr. Senior Music Prize. Recently inducted into the 
Cum Laude Society, Joseph will attend Columbia University.

MILTON LEE ’18 (“Vision 2030: Ending Saudi Arabia’s 
‘Addiction to Oil’”), from Seoul, South Korea and Harman 
Hall, is an award-winning member of the debate team 
and he also performs in the orchestra. A 2015 History Tea 
honoree, Milton participated in Yale Model UN this year, 
and made his World Bulletin debut in the Fall/Winter 2015-
16 issue with a piece entitled “ISIS and Iconoclasm.”

ELLEN O’BRIEN ’16 (“Upside 
Down and Inside Out: Reflections 
From a History TA”) writes about 
her experience as a senior TA in 
Mr. Williams’s introductory history 
course, written in conjunction with 
her pursuit of a Global Studies 
Certificate. A 4-year day student 
from West Hartford, Connecticut, 
Ellen was a captain of the varsity 
field hockey team, as well as a 
varsity lacrosse player, tour guide, 
and member of Student Council. A 
2016 H-PRESS Tea honoree for her 
excellent work in AP Comparative 
Government & Politics, Ellen will 
attend Boston College this fall.

ROSIE PARK ’18 (“Water 
Crisis in New Delhi: A Window 
Into Deeper Unrest”) is a new 
sophomore from Seoul, South 
Korea living in Richmond Hall. 
She is an avid violinist, badminton 

About the Writers
player, science quiz bowl competitor, and debater. A 2016 
H-PRESS Tea honoree, Rosie makes her debut as a World 
Bulletin contributor with an article that was partly inspired 
by a discussion in her World History course about water 
scarcity and global environmental challenges.

BILL PIERONI ’18 (“Worker Productivity is Key to a 
Stronger U.S. Economy”) is a resident of Kravis Hall from 
Chappaqua, New York. A 2016 H-PRESS Tea honoree 
for his excellent work in the Contemporary Economic 
Perspectives term course, Bill is also a Student Council 
representative. This is his first article for the World Bulletin.

RAMESH SHRESTHA ’18 (“American Farmworkers: 
Essential, Yet Forgotten”) is a boarder in Harman Hall 
from Gladwyne, Pennsylvania. A tour guide, harrier on 
the cross country team, and a recently-elected member 
of Student Council, Ramesh is also a 2016 H-PRESS Tea 
honoree and Yale Model UN delegate. In the summer of 
2015, Ramesh traveled with the Alvord Center for Global 
& Environmental Studies to South Africa. This is Ramesh’s 
World Bulletin debut.

RACHEL WALSH ’17 (“Cyclone Winston Storms 
Through Fiji”) is a resident in Mason Hall but her home 
is nearby Longmeadow, Massachusetts. A 2014 History 
Tea honoree, Rachel is a tour guide and also enjoys playing 
soccer and tennis. She wrote about Pope Francis’s historic 
visit to the United States for the Fall/Winter 2015-16 World 
Bulletin.

* GLORIA YI ’17 (“Cheers to Budapest: Egészségedre!”), 
a day student from South Windsor, Connecticut, is an 
avid musician, writer, dancer, archivist, and world traveler, 
having visited more than 20 European countries alone. 
A three-time History Tea honoree, Gloria is also a four-
time award-winning Model UN delegate. She recently 

won junior departmental prizes in 
English, history, mathematics, and 
music. This is Gloria’s third World 
Bulletin article, having previously 
written about Ethiopia (Winter/
Spring 2015), and the reunion of 
North and South Korean families 
(Fall/Winter 2015-16). 

MICHELLE ZHOU ’17 
(“Saving Face? Facebook’s Future 
in China”) is a new junior from 
Beijing, China. She lives in Mason 
Hall, where she will serve as an 
RA next year, and enjoys playing 
soccer and basketball. Michelle 
made her World Bulletin debut in 
the Fall/Winter 2015-16 issue with 
an article about the Chinese stock 
market crash.

* Editor
** Editor-in-Chief

Cartoon by Anh Nguyen’17
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Brexit, short for “British Exit,” refers to the 
potential of Great Britain withdrawing from the 
European Union. Membership in the European 
Union has provided economic and trade agreements 
as well as open borders, 
among many other benefits. 
However, for the United 
Kingdom (which technically is 
comprised of Great Britain and 
North Ireland), these marginal 
benefits have not balanced the 
marginal cost of being in the 
European Union. Although 
David Cameron, the current 
Prime Minister from the 
Conservative Party, is against 
Brexit, he promised to hold a nationwide referendum, 
set for June 23. If the Brexit referendum passes, Britain 
would begin a two-year process to leave the EU, as 
stated in Article 50 of the Lisbon Treaty, forcing the 
British Parliament to repeal and remove all laws that 
tie the UK to the EU. While current polls show 
that there is no definitive answer on the Brexit yet, 
Guillaume Klossa, the founder of the EuropaNova 
think tank, has noted that, given Greece’s financial 
crisis, the issue with Syrian refugees, and the recent 
terrorist attacks, a united Europe has not seemed 
so appealing, “so a Brexit vote could spark a domino 
effect” (“The Brexit Vote,” Week, 29 April 2016). 

Pro-Brexit (“Leave”)
For those in support of Brexit, their central 

argument revolves around the goal of fewer 
restrictions. The EU can regulate the borders for all 

member nations and thus can 
control who can or cannot 
enter Great Britain (Carmen 
Fishwick, “Brexit or Bremain?” 
Guardian, 24 February 2016). 
Over the past few years, 
immigration to the UK has 
increased, allowing immigrants 
to pursue job opportunities, 
often in direct competition 
with long-term residents 
and citizens. In addition, the 

number of homes has not increased at the same rate 
as the population has, resulting in a skyrocketing of 
housing prices (Simon Tilford, “Britain, Immigration, 
and Brexit,” CER Bulletin, December 2015). Regulating 
immigration could open up more jobs for citizens of 
Great Britain and alleviate the housing issue. While 
the open border policy was intended to benefit all 
members of the EU, and while Britons can enjoy some 
lovely vacations with their coveted EU passports, the 
numerous work and child benefits of 942,000 Eastern 
Europeans who crossed the border have been one-
sided (Week). If the UK were to leave the EU, so the 
Brexit supporters argue, it would have more freedom 

Brexit, a EUphemism for Disaster? 
The Pros and Cons of the UK in the EU     by Joseph Lee ’16

europe
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in regulating migrant populations, thus preventing 
migrants from exploiting the benefits of residing in 
Great Britain.

With the Schengen Agreement of free movement 
and open borders, another added fear has erupted 
due to recent events in Brussels. While innocent 
immigrants may move in for benefits, terrorists 
groups could also move in and threaten national 
security. Thus, border control is essential through 
newly drafted border and immigration laws. In 
essence, the EU’s control over lax borders can be 
considered undemocratic by some, as countries are 
unable to draft their own laws. A Brexit would allow 
Great Britain to take control of immigration and help 
regulate who enters, theoretically limiting threats to 
security and resolving issues with jobs and housing.

Economically, Brexit could improve the UK’s 
conditions drastically. Immediately, the EU budget 
payments would no longer be required, saving around 
$12 billion annually for the UK. “Britain would attract 
greater investment and become a more dynamic 
economic hub – particularly if it still had full access 
to the EU’s tariff-free single market” (Briefing, Week, 
29 April 2016). While this is still “a big if,” Brexit 
supporters believe that this is possible. If a Brexit were 
to occur, maintaining trade agreements with the EU 
states would be beneficial for both the UK and the 
EU. Additionally, the UK could create other bilateral 
agreements with non-EU countries, expanding its 
trade network (Mike Bird, “HSBC Just Explained 
All the Major Economic Arguments For and Against 
Britain Leaving the EU,” Business Insider UK, 15 May 
2015).

The case to support Brexit centers around giving 
the UK more leverage and freedom, allowing it to 
dictate its own rules on borders while expanding its 
economic and trade sphere.

Anti-Brexit (“Remain”)
In contrast, those who choose to “Bremain” 

often cite economic arguments (Fishwick). By being 
a member of the EU, the UK has benefited from a 
powerful trade network, allowing the country to 
establish itself as a major economic power. Contrasting 
the prospective benefits of economic freedom if Brexit 
were to pass is the “big if ” of whether the prosperous 
European market would be open to agreements with 

the UK. Individually, trade and economic deals would 
have to be set up with each member state if the UK is 
unable to set up agreements with the EU itself.

The economic benefits from EU membership 
can outweigh the unknowns presented by Brexit. 
Member states are already promised low priced goods 
and low tariffs. Workers are protected and, even 
though immigrants may have obtained many jobs, 
the number of available jobs has increased, as up to 
3.5 million have been created in the years since UK 
joined the EU (“Advantages and Disadvantages of the 
European Union,” OccupyTheory, 9 October 2014). The 
EU is also in a position to expand its trade network 
and reach out to non-EU states, an action that would 
benefit the entire EU, the UK included (Bird).

In addition, many threats have come about 
with the potential Brexit. It is clear that if the UK 
chooses to withdraw from the EU, “the EU will be 
desperate to show that a decision to leave does not 
have a painless outcome” (“The Brexit Delusion,” 
Economist, 27 February 2016). For example, the French 
government has claimed that there will be unspecified 
consequences if the UK were to leave. Scotland, 
which sends nearly half of its goods as exports to the 
EU, has also prepared itself to break ties with the UK 
by calling for another referendum should the Brexit 
pass (In September 2014, Scotland voted to stay part 
of the UK and it very strongly favors remaining in the 
European Union).

But this would only be the beginning of isolation. 
The United Kingdom, geographically, is already 
separated, as it is an island located west of Norway 
and north of France, Belgium, and the Netherlands. 
Currently, the UK uses its own currency – the British 
Pound – as it did not sign on to join the monetary 
union (the eurozone), which allowed the UK to opt 
out of the euro. The Brexit would further isolate the 
country by excluding the UK from decisions in the 
EU, as it will no longer have a significant voice in 
political affairs. 

The United Kingdom has been a member of the 
European Union since 1973, and if the Brexit were to 
pass, it would also be the first country to leave. While 
the UK may receive a good amount of backlash, the 
EU itself could also collapse, as it would lose one of its 
largest financial and political players. Thus, after over 

40 years, a Brexit would be not only historic, 
but potentially hazardous. In order to maintain 
unity, the UK should not withdraw from the EU.

What’s left?
While the Leave and the Remain camps both 

have ample support, it seems as though there are 
many big unknowns hovering over the decision. 
It shows that, until June 23 rolls around, camps 
will be shifting and growing, and there is no way 
to know with certainty how Great Britain will 
choose to go, and what outcome that will yield. 
Stay tuned…
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On April 3, 2016, over 2.6 terabytes of 11.5 million 
documents were leaked to the world, containing 
millions of private emails, databases, PDFs, and 
images of dealings within a Panamanian law firm, 
Mossack Fonseca. Over 214,000 offshore shell 
corporations were named, and the identities of myriad 
important world figures linking them to potential 
criminal activity – tax evasion, money laundering, 
and fraud – were uncovered (Frederik Obermaier, 
Bastian Obermayer, Vanessa Wormer, and Wolfgang 
Jaschensky, “About the Panama Papers,” Süddeutsche 
Zeitung, 5 April 2016 ). As a result, many prominent 
world leaders, their family members, even figures 
in entertainment and sports, have either pushed to 
prove themselves innocent or have owned up to their 
mistakes. 

But why create an offshore company in Panama in 
the first place? 

Tax havens.
For wealthy individuals in search of a way to hide 

away money, often to keep it protected from the high 
tax rates in their home countries, a shell corporation 
in a foreign country with lower taxes is the way to 
go. Others might set up accounts in order to keep 
business dealings with “rogue” partners a secret. 
This was the exact thinking behind all the men and 
women exposed in the so-called “Panama Papers” 
scandal, named for the Panamanian law firm founded 
by Ramon Fonseca, which specialized in setting up 
offshore companies. In the leak of over 11.5 million 
separate documents, many high-profile people were 
exposed, but the following are just a few of the most 
important individuals who were singled out.

Everything began in February of 2015 when a 
whistleblower under the pseudonym “John Doe” 
started leaking over 2.6 terabytes of encrypted 
files to a German newspaper called Süddeutsche 
Zeitung (Juliette Garside, “Panama Papers: Inside 

the Guardian’s Investigation into Offshore Secrets,” 
Guardian, 16 April 2016). At this point, members 
of the International Consortium of Investigative 
Journalists (ICIJ) began poring over the huge amount 
of data, identifying select important documents such 
as passport scans, contracts, and occasional sound 
recordings. This massive archive of data dwarfed past 
leaks in sheer volume and names of certain notable 
people appeared over and over again in the papers.

Although not specifically naming Russian 
President Vladimir Putin, the Panama Papers did 
detail that many of his close associates had moved 
over $2 billion through these offshore accounts. 
Dismissing the accusations against him following the 
leak, Putin commented that these documents were 
an “American plot to try to destabilize Russia” (Neil 
MacFarquhar and Stephen Castle, “Panama Papers 
Continue to Shake Leaders, Including Cameron and 
Putin,” New York Times, 7 April 2016). In a later talk 
on the same subject, Putin spoke on behalf of his 
close friend Sergei P. Roldugin, a cellist named in the 
papers accused of using the hidden money to acquire 
extremely rare and expensive Stradivari instruments. 
Although accusations are still floating around, the 
Russian president remains adamant that he and his 
friends have done nothing illegal and that this leak is 
an American conspiracy against the Kremlin .

Another figure of international significance 
mentioned in the Panama Papers was the late father of 
British Prime Minister David Cameron. Unlike Putin, 
Mr. Cameron was quick to admit that the offshore 
funds existed  and that he had indeed benefited and 
collected over $40,000 from stock he owned in a 
shell corporation the year before he became prime 
minister. Cameron had commented several times that 
tax evasion was “morally wrong,” but now he is being 
ridiculed by political opponents for his hypocritical 
behavior, partaking in complex schemes that allowed 

Fallout From the Panama Papers     by Alex Gordienko ’17
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for him to evade British taxes (MacFarquhar and 
Castle). 

Serious repercussions were also imminent 
for Iceland’s Prime Minister Sigmundur David 
Gunnlaugsson after the release of the papers. After 
having set up and profited from an offshore company 
in the British Virgin Islands, the prime minister was 
vilified with accusations that conflicts of interest ran 
rampant. His only possible move was to resign (Steven 
Erlanger, Stephen Castle, and Rick Gladstone, 
“Iceland’s Prime Minister Steps Down Amid Panama 
Papers Scandal,” New York Times, 5 April 2016). At the 
same time, Pakistani Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif 
was also called to step down amid the release of the 
papers, but he vehemently refused. In the prime 

minister’s opinion, his wealth had been accumulated 
legally, and he rejected any accusations until the claims 
could be backed by hard evidence (Erlanger, et al.).

A person who is probably more famous world-wide 
than all of these politicians combined is Argentinian 
football star Lionel Messi. Both Messi and his father 
have been called to trial later this year on claims 
“of defrauding the tax office of almost $4.5 million” 
(Matias Grez and John Sinnott, “Barcelona: Club 
Promises Lionel Messi Legal and Financial Backing 
Over Panama Papers Claims,” CNN, 5 April 2016). 
Interestingly enough, Messi has been offered primary 
legal backing from his football club: FC Barcelona. 
He is retaliating against this legal attack with full 
force, calling the accusations of tax fraud and money 

laundering “false and slanderous” (Grez and Sinnott).
But all of these examples beg the question: If there 

is such outrage at the idea of hiding away money in 
a foreign country just to pay fewer taxes, why hasn’t 
this behavior been outlawed? After all, many of 
those named in the Panama Papers are not guilty of 
any crimes, per se. Establishing shell corporations is 
legal, and as long as no laws are broken, why is this so 
controversial?

As noted by U.S. President Barack Obama, “A lot 
of this stuff is legal, not illegal...And unless the United 
States and other countries lead by example in closing 
some of these loopholes and provisions, then in many 
cases you can trace what’s taking place but you can’t 
stop it” (Erlanger, et al.). But perhaps Obama was a little 

too quick to talk, as some 
recent research done by 
Forbes has found that hiding 
away money in the United 
States could potentially be 
even more tax-free than 
in Panama (Todd Ganos, 
“Forget the Panama Papers, 
Use the United States As a 
Tax Haven,” Forbes, 25 April 
2016). 

U.S. law dictates that if 
you are an alien not residing 
in the United States then 
legally you simply do not 
need to pay any income tax. 
And the only real reason 
why political figures do 
not deposit their money in 
the U.S. is because of how 
open the entire system is. If 
opponents of international 
political figures were to 
learn that those people have 
stored money offshore (i.e. 
in the U.S.) that would look 
terrible and their chances 
for reelection, or for other 

political and business support, might be significantly 
hindered.

Though consequences differ at the various 
national levels, no nation can escape international 
ramifications. In combining the wealth and the 
potential money lost due to fortunes being stashed 
elsewhere instead of in the nation of origin, the 
world economy potentially loses “trillions of dollars” 
in tax revenue (Erlanger, et al.). In perspective, this 
massive amount of money could be put to good use by 
governments around the world and, for this reason, 
journalists have taken action to expose and, possibly 
prevent, these prominent people from pursuing such 
methods of tax evasion in the future.
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In early 2014, as the crisis in Ukraine was 
developing, Russia broke the supposed protocol of 
international relations formed after the end of the 
Cold War and openly challenged the authority of the 
United States. With that decision Russia ended a 25-
year history of cooperation between the great powers 
of the world and began the rivalry anew. For the last 
two years, Russia has defiantly adhered to this practice, 
disregarding the worsening relations with Western 
powers, which has forced its foreign policy to be based 
on confrontation with the U.S. and alienation from 
the European Union. Simultaneously, the Russian 
economic model, which is largely based on oil exports, 
showed its downside. The sanctions, imposed by the 
U.S. and the EU as a response to Russia’s undertakings 
in Ukraine, along with the drastic drop in oil prices, 
have left the Russian economy in a terrible condition. 
The way Russia approaches these issues will decide 
the future of the country and also will influence the 
international system.

At the moment the challenge that Russia faces is to 
withstand the pressure from the U.S. and its allies. In 
addition, Russia attempts to fight the political isolation 
and adapt to the economic conditions created by the 
sanctions and low oil prices. With the current policy’s 
trajectory the Kremlin looks like it will not back down 
or reconcile with the West. Russian Foreign Minister 
Sergey Lavrov stated that Russia would not try to 
find peace with the EU at the expense of national 
interests. In the fall of 2015, Russia started a military 
operation in Syria, in direct opposition to the United 
States and its monopoly of force in the world arena. 
The main geopolitical priority for Moscow, as it can 

be proved by the actions in Ukraine and Syria, is to 
prevent NATO from expansion to Eastern Europe. 
The strategy of Moscow is to force its former partners 
and current opponents of the U.S. to recognize the 
Kremlin’s interests with regards to international 
security and to treat the country as an equal state, 
which should be reckoned with in the world arena. 
These are certain guidelines that Russia uses in 
negotiations on Syria and Ukraine, and on Iranian 
and North Korean nuclear programs as well. With the 
“Minsk II” protocol that was concluded in February 
of 2015, Russia expects to prevent Ukraine from 
entering NATO, and the future peace accord in Syria 
is supposed to persuade the U.S. to stop looking down 
on Moscow. However, the Kremlin is still very eager 
to communicate with Europe about the situation in 
Ukraine and creating an alliance against ISIS because 
it is very important for the nation’s economy to abolish 
the economic sanctions, or at least ease them. Russia 
expects that the possible economic advantages will 
persuade countries like Germany, France, and Italy to 
reconsider the sanctions, or maybe even end them. 
Because of the aloofness from the West the relations 
with the other partners gained a lot of significance. 
It would be important for Moscow to increase the 
usefulness of its relations with China, the world’s 
second-largest economy, which did not support the 
sanctions against Russia. However, the partnership 
will have certain limitations and will not become a true 
alliance since China would not want to contradict the 
interests of its other partner, the United States, and 
Russia itself does not want to develop more extensive 
economic dependency.

“Taking into 
consideration 
the tough 
e c o n o m i c 
c o n d i t i o n s 
that Russia 
experiences at 
the moment 
and its 
a m b i t i o u s 
aspirations in 
g e o p o l i t i c s , 
the key point 
for success in 
development 
would be a 
wise economic 
policy and 
caution in 
international 
affairs,” stated 
Boris Shmelev, 

Current Russian Foreign Policy Priorities     by Dmitry Ananiev ’17
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Soon after overcoming the flurry of fall final exams, 
ten Loomis students and two teachers, Ms. Engelke 
and Mr. Pipoli, embarked on a trip to Budapest, 
Hungary for a week of cultural immersion paired 
with the Yale Model Government Europe (YMGE) 
conference, from November 22 to 29, 2015.

 It was quite amazing how we live in such a 
different world today after the Cold War. With only 
one connecting flight at Zurich, we were able to travel 
to the beautiful city in under ten hours. Had the Iron 
Curtain and travel restrictions remained in place, we 
would not have been able to fly into Budapest with such 
ease. During Nazi and Soviet occupation, Budapest 
was a drastically different city. Now, locals insist 
Hungary should not be considered Eastern Europe, 
but its history is intricately tied with the Holocaust 
and the “liberating” Communist government. As we 
learned about its history, I could see the Pearl of the 
Danube more and more as a paradoxical paradise, the 

crossroads between East and West, old and new.
 We stayed in the Hotel Corinthia on the Pest side 

of Budapest, the flatlands where the industrialized 
side of the city has flourished. After meeting our 
guides, Miklós and Balázs, we shared our first hearty 
Hungarian dinner of goulash, fried bread, and GMO-
free hamburgers and lamb (Hungary is moving to ban 
all GMOs). Besides eating, we passed the bag of gifts 
around the table and randomly picked a small tidbit 
of Hungarian culture as a keepsake. The trivia quiz 
tested our knowledge of Hungary. Needless to say, we 
all (with the exception of a certain AP Euro teacher) 
had a lot to learn!

 Filled to the brim and deeply satisfied, we 
commenced on our walk along the Danube, looking 
at the Liberty Bridge, the Elizabeth Bridge, and the 
Chain Bridge, which all stretch across the river and 
connect our Pest side to the hilly, rustic Buda side. I 
wondered how much more we had to explore across 
the Danube. Huddled as a group, our toes frozen and 
our down jackets pulled even closer to our bodies, we 
delightedly went back to the Corinthia to rest up for 
another packed day.

The next morning started with an hour-long 
language class held in a beautiful, refurbished cinema. 
By the end of the session, we struggled through the 
Hungarian alphabet and its nuanced vowels and multi-
lettered consonants, learning essential phrases for 
having polite conversations and ordering drinks from 
the café. “Kérnék egy forro csoki,” we would say, and 
a tall glass of thick, steaming hot European chocolate 
would appear before us. With more heavy cream than 
melted chocolate, the beverage was the richest I’ve 
ever tasted. With gratefulness, we’d say “köszönöm” 
(Balázs taught us to purse our lips together for each ö, 
as if we were giving three kisses as a gesture of thanks). 
Our server returned our thank you’s with “szívesen,” 

Cheers to Budapest: Egészségedre!     by Gloria Yi ’17

Outside the Hungarian Parliament in Budapest, November 2015

(L to R): Chairman of the Foreign and Defense Policy Council 
presidium Sergey Karaganov, Russian Foreign Minister Sergey 
Lavrov, and Chairman of the Presidium of the Council for Foreign 
and Defense Policy Fyodor Lukyanov of the Council Assembly

Director of the Institute for Political Research at the 
Russian Academy of Arts and Sciences in Moscow, 
in an interview with “SvPressa” (Free Press). Hence, 
the statement made on April 14 by Foreign Minister 
Lavrov, about the new policy concept founded on 
the idea of multipolarism, should probably be taken 
coolly since Russia does not yet have enough power 
to forge a pole of influence that would match that 
of NATO; in addition, the country’s economy needs 
some serious diversification revisions. 

To conclude, most of the decisions of the Kremlin 
about foreign relations will depend on how well Russia 
does in terms of economic growth in the coming years 
for the reason that it is not sensible to contest a status 
of a superpower when you cannot even fight your oil-
dependency or control your own national currency.
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the everyday Hungarian way of saying you’re welcome 
(it literally means, “with my heart”). As with other 
languages, Hungarian has its own quirks that make it 
so uniquely beautiful. 

We soon organized the scavenger hunt, a quick 
way to explore the city. Then we were off! 

In groups of three or four we were set loose (with an 
adult, of course) to navigate the transportation system 
and find the answers to the questions on our sheet. The 
challenge spanned three of Budapest’s largest squares 
(Kossuth tér, Roosevelt tér, and Szabadság tér). My 
most vivid memory comes from Szabadság tér (Liberty 
Square), a place of contradictions and mismatched 
monuments. On one side, there is a Soviet Red Army 
Memorial for those who liberated Hungary from Nazi 
control; on the other is the U.S. Embassy. Puzzled, my 
group asked one local why the Soviet memorial was 
there. She shook her head and told us she believed it 
should not be there. Between the two symbols, one 
of communism and one of democracy, a confident, 
larger-than-life statue of Ronald Reagan stands mid-
stride towards the embassy. The other memorial I was 
drawn to was the bridge with Imre Nagy, the national 
hero and martyr who fought against the Soviets in the 
Revolution of 1956. The symbolism is brilliant; Nagy 
stands on the bridge, his back turned against the 
Red Army memorial, gazing towards the neo-Gothic 
Parliament building with hopes for a flourishing new 
democracy in Hungary. The vestiges of post-Axis 
alignment and Soviet occupation were scattered 
around in these memorials, and it was fascinating to 
see how Hungarians today reckoned with their past.

After a quick bite of lángos (a Hungarian favorite, 
fried dough served with generous dollops of sour 
cream and cheese), we continued on to tour the Jewish 
Quarter. We walked to the Dohány Street Synagogue, 
the largest and grandest of its kind in Europe, and 
solemnly peered at the weeping willow memorial, 
which preserved the names of Hungarian Holocaust 
victims on each leaf. The Carl Lutz Memorial, found on 
an alley wall, commemorated Hungary’s “Schindler,” 

Ilya Yudkovsky ’17 and Minh Nguyen ’17 help prepare our 
delicious Hungarian meal during an authentic cooking class! 

who harbored Jews in Swiss safe houses and saved 
nearly half of the Hungarian Jewish population. The 
memorial depicts the statue of a struggling man on 
the ground pointing to a golden angel who floats from 
the building, holding a sheet. The plaque beside the 
monument quotes the Talmud: “He who saves but one 
man is as if he had saved the whole world.”

Soon after our tour, we dove straight into the 
popular Escape Room activity and we were locked (yes, 
locked) into two separate rooms with the challenge of 
finding clues and keys to find our way out with only 
the help of a guiding voice. After one hour of fun and 
serious team building, we earned our way out to have 
dinner. We were all starving, so we ate more goulash 
and pasta with older Hungarian (college) students 
and went over the answers to the scavenger hunt, 
dispelling myths that other tour guides had been 
telling their groups.

Finally, on the third day, we ventured out into 
the Great Market Hall (a beautiful indoor center 
bearing strong resemblance to the Eiffel Tower) to 
buy authentic ingredients for our cooking class at 
Chef Parade. That afternoon, we prepared Chicken 
Paprikash, Mushroom Paprikash, Creamy Potato and 
Sausage Soup, and Chocolate Cake with Vanilla Sauce 
as accomplished sous-chefs. In the familiar setting of a 
kitchen, we got hands-on experience with Hungarian 
cuisine, and our taste buds were no less satisfied.

 Our next stop was the Millennium Memorial 
in Hősök tere (Heroes’ Square), another iconic 
attraction. In the semicircular colonnade are figures 
of Hungary’s history, with the archangel Gabriel rising 
at the top. We walked around in wonder, taking our 
own group picture just before the sun set. 

 Afterwards, we headed towards the most 
anticipated activity of relaxation: the renowned 
Széchenyi bathhouse. Situated above natural hot 
springs, the thermal baths and pools (with temperatures 
up to 38°C or 100.4°F) were filled with people young 
and old, playing chess in the pool, floating in the open, 
or swirling around the whirlpool. Under the bath’s 
soporific spell, we left with tensionless muscles, off to 
indulge in a goodbye dinner with our wonderful guides 
and went around the table with words of appreciation 
for them.

 The Castle District, on the Buda side, was another 
unforgettable site. We rode the bus up the steep hills 
to the castle and saw Budapest at night. Like the first 
night, it was freezing cold; unlike the first night, we 
had a different perspective from the Buda part of 
the city and a greater appreciation for the culture 
and history as we admired the vista. As I looked 
across the Danube onto the Parliament building 
and felt the presence of the majestic Buda Castle 
behind me, I realized the magnitude of Hungary’s 
history. It included the grandeur during the Austro-
Hungarian Empire, the destruction after World War 
II, and the modernization and reconstruction during 
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and disaffected young students: vocational training, 
language courses, mandated work experience, and 
facilitated bottom-up integration. We made great 
progress, bringing together European countries and 
designing innovative action plans.

On the second day of the conference, we were able 
to take a break and tour the Hungarian Parliament 
building. However, what sticks with me today is 
the walk along the Danube, seeing the rusting iron 
shoes of all paths of life set on the concrete. Unlaced 
workers’ boots, stylish but worn-down pumps, and 
tiny baby slippers all lined the Danube in disarray. The 
memorial plaque reads: “To the memory of victims 
shot into the Danube by Arrow Cross militiamen in 
1944-45.” Shoes were valuable commodities, so the 
Hungarian Jews were forced to take them off before 
they were shot. The cruelty was unspeakable and the 
memorial prompted more questions than supplied 
answers. To whom did this pair belong? And this 
one? Who were these people, and what lives had they 
lived? I stood looking at the shoes that could fit my 
five-year-old sister’s petite feet. We could never know 
the pain, but we could share the memory. I found it 
beautiful that people continue to interact with the 
monument, leaving flowers and bread by the shoes.

The conference left us exhausted, but accomplished. 
As we returned — missing our connection, staying 
the night in Zurich, and spending considerable time 
at Charles de Gaulle Airport — I thought about 

how this trip to Budapest made 
me a more appreciative traveler 
and thoughtful debater. From 
a cultural view, I realized what 
it meant to live in a country of 
abundance compared to a place 
where food never goes wasted 
(lest we spite “hungry children 
in Hungary”). There, rather than 
flashing a casual American smile, 
courtesy comes from greeting 
each person individually with “jó 
napot,” which simply says “good 
day.” While we were in conference, 
I found my passion for learning 
more ways to take action, rather 
than simply raising awareness.

Now months after the trip, we 
recall almost all we saw, heard, 
smelled, tasted, and felt through 
pictures and words. Undoubtedly, 
we grew closer as a group with 
each shared memory in Budapest. 
Individually, we realized the 

importance of being our best selves to improve even 
the slightest part of our world for the greater good. 
If we learned one thing from the Hungarians, it is 
to respect the past, treasure our memory, and run 
towards the future.

Communist rule. The survival of culture echoed 
evermore in the architecture. The castle tour at night 
gave me perspective on how great it is to slow down 
and appreciate our world. 

 With the YMGE conference coming up, we began 
putting together our policy memos and drafting 
our first speeches to give in our national cabinets. 

As the Belgian Minister of Education, Youth, and 
Culture, I spent a couple committee sessions with 
my fellow Belgian ministers, approaching the topic 
of radicalization of Muslim groups in Belgium and 
the increase in Islamophobia. We sought to target 
the cause of that vicious cycle by 
prioritizing the marginalized and 
looking for socioeconomic causes 
rather than dismissing the issue as 
stemming from inevitable cultural 
differences. With “living together 
in diversity” as our national 
priority, we set forth campaigns 
for promoting diversity in new 
media for our youth while also 
tackling the inequality ingrained 
in job and housing application 
processes, where xenophobia 
blinds institutions, which then 
reject capable workers on the basis 
of foreign names.

Halfway during the conference, 
we switched into our respective 
ministries. For me, that meant 
meeting with other Ministers of 
Education, Youth, and Culture. 
The “crisis” Europe was facing 
was protesters against government 
austerity measures. The groups were 
mainly composed of young students and unemployed 
residents who had suffered a rising period and length 
of standard unemployment, and our Ministry played 
an important role passing directives addressing the 
employment of both refugees of the migrant crisis 

Shoes on the Danube, a Holocaust Memorial

The Chain Bridge over the Danube River; view from Castle Hill



14

“One does not establish a dictatorship in order 
to safeguard a revolution; one makes a revolution in 
order to establish a dictatorship.” – George Orwell, 
1984

The African National Congress (ANC) has been 
in power ever since the end of apartheid in 1994, 
electing the late Nelson Mandela into the presidency 
and ushering Africa into a new era of blossoming 
hope. More than twenty years later, such hopes are 
dimmed as doubts towards the health and validity of 
South Africa’s democracy have grown. While current 
president Jacob Zuma may not be as repressive or 
unsavory as his more brutal fellow African dictators 
such as Robert Mugabe (Zimbabwe) or Omar al-
Bashir (Sudan), he is hardly the leader South Africa, 
nor any other country for that matter, deserves.

Zuma has a long and colorful history, a history 
riddled with enough scandals to have forced him out 
of office by now. Born and raised in poverty, unlike 
many of his fellow ANC leaders, he went into exile 
during the apartheid years (“The Great Survivor,” 
Economist, 16 August 2007). Just before the run-off 
election in 2009, he faced accusations of rape and 
corruption. He was eventually acquitted on charges 
of rape with an HIV-positive woman; it was during 
this trial that he infamously commented that he 
took a shower afterwards to “diminish the risk of 
infection” (“One Challenge Down, One to Go,” 
Economist, 11 May 2006). He also faced 783 separate 
charges of corruption and fraud, all of which were 
dropped shortly before his election (David Smith, 
“Jacob Zuma Accused of Corruption on a Grand 

Scale in South Africa,” Guardian, 29 November 2013). 
More recently, he confronted new attacks when the 
Constitutional Court unanimously ruled that he 
violated his presidential oath by using taxpayer money 
for improvements to his private home (Mark Gevisser, 
“Jacob Zuma Must Go,” New York Times, 3 April 2016). 
Zuma justified a chicken coop as a “security measure” 
and a swimming pool as necessary for “firefighting.”

His troubles continued to pile up when he easily 
survived an impeachment vote thanks to the ANC’s 
majority. Zuma faces continued pressure from both 
opposition groups and his own party. Speculation of 
the latter emerged in December of last year, when 
Zuma changed his finance minister three times 
within a week. He fired Nhlanhla Nene, who was seen 
as a constraint against reckless state spending and 
corruption, replacing him with a little-known former 
mayor. In response, the South African currency, the 
rand, fell by more than 9% and bonds collapsed, 
increasing borrowing costs by 15% (“The Hollow 
State,” Economist, 19 December 2015). Shortly after, in 
what many speculate to have been internal pressure 
by the ANC, Zuma replaced his new finance minister 
with the former one, Pravin Gordhan — Mr. Nene’s 
predecessor who was viewed with respect as a bulwark 
of financial prudence.

Aside from all these political scandals and personal 
failings, Zuma has also run the once promising country 
into the ground. The economy struggles with sluggish 
growth of 1.4%, impossibly low for an emerging 
economy and barely above the population growth 
rate of 1.3% (CIA World Factbook). Unemployment 
remains at a staggering 25% but climbs even higher, 
to 35%, if you include the millions who have given 
up looking for work (“The Hollow State”). The list of 
economic problems plaguing the country is long and 
disheartening. Corruption and cronyism run rampant, 
starting from the top with Zuma to the bottom of 
society. A school principal is seen as a lucrative job 
position with plenty of opportunities to steal from 
the school funds; Corruption Watch, an NGO, has 
reported more than 1,000 such cases within the past 
few years. Less than one-fifth of local governments 
and a third of national departments have received a 
“clean” audit from the auditor general. Fitch, a credit-
rating agency, downgraded the country’s debt a notch 
above junk, and may downgrade it even further (“Try 
Again, the Beloved Country,” Economist, 19 December 
2015). Senseless state spending exacerbates the 
worsening economy; the budget deficit runs to around 

Cry, the Beloved Africa: Jacob Zuma and Challenges to Democracy     
by James Koh ’17

South African President Jacob Zuma

africa
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4% of GDP, resulting in public debt ballooning from 
26% to 50%.

Even more concerning is how Zuma carelessly 
devastates the country’s democratic political 
institutions. He has made several attacks on them, 
carefully compromising and placing them under 
his thumb. The National Prosecuting Authority 
(NPA), which charged Zuma with the 783 charges of 
corruption, was neutralized under his power. His first 
two appointees to run the NPA were forced out of 
office: the first after the Constitutional Court ruled 
him “irrational” when a crony was caught lying, the 
second after it was revealed that he was previously 
convicted of assault (“The Hollow State”). Zuma has 
also targeted numerous other institutions, such as 
the SIU (Special Investigating Unit), a corruption 
watchdog that examined spending on his home, and 
the tax collection agency, the South African Revenue 
Service (“A One-Man Demolition Job,” Economist, 7 
February 2015).

Zuma needs to go but his resignation will not 
happen in the foreseeable future. Even though his 
public support is ebbing and some speculate that his 
party is growing tired of him, Zuma has firm control on 
both the public and the party. The ANC stood unified 
behind him during the impeachment proceedings and 
it still holds a decisive majority in the public. Unless 
another scandal erupts that is devastating enough to 
either convict him or irreparably taint his image to the 
point where an impeachment is successful or his own 
party forces him out (similar to how he replaced his 
own predecessor whom the ANC forced out), Zuma 
will continue his corrupted reign in South Africa.

The question remains whether the end of his 
regime will change things for the better. It may seem 
almost impossible for any president to do worse than 
he has. He has run roughshod over the democracy 
that his predecessors have fought for against 
repression, and ruined the economic prospects of a 
rising nation. Yet it is doubtful how much removing 

Zuma would accomplish. 
After all, the reason 
why he has implausibly 
remained in power is 
the backing of the ANC 
and, in turn, the backing 
of the public. The lack 
of any political change 
signals the public’s lack of 
desire to change, despite 
the many hardships they 
have had to undergo. 
The South Africa outside  
of Zuma’s circle is rife 
with corruption. Part of 
its economic woes stem 
from overreliance on 
exporting commodities 
such as gold, which 

has suffered from decreased demand throughout 
the world, notably from China. Hopefully, Zuma’s 
successor will begin the impetus for change that 
South Africa desperately needs.

One final, interesting note can be made about 
Zuma’s origins. Like many dictators, he originally came 
into power fighting against the injustices and crimes 
of the system. Yoweri Museveni (Uganda) and Robert 
Mugabe are only two examples out of many, both in 
Africa and in the rest of the world, who started out 
as revolutionaries fighting for democratic ideals and 
independence, only to become brutal dictators once 
in power. As the Reverend Msimangu somberly noted 
in Cry, the Beloved Country, “But when a black man  
gets power, when he gets money, he is a great man 
if he is not corrupted…He seeks power and money 
to put right what is wrong, and when he gets them, 
why, he enjoys the power and the money.” Although 
this line was written in 1948, just before the wave of 
decolonization that created new countries in Africa 
and Asia, it sadly rings true for much of Africa today.

Jacob Zuma’s home, at the center of a political corruption scandal 
in which he was accused of using state funds for renovations and 
improvements to his personal estate
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On August 12, 2015, Babacar Gaye was forced to 
resign as head of the United Nations peacekeeping 
mission in the Central African Republic by Secretary-
General Ban Ki-moon because of multiple allegations 
against the peacekeepers of sexual abuse and 
exploitation. Ban, in a special session to address the 
issue, poignantly stated, “When the United Nations 
deploys peacekeepers, we do so to protect the world’s 
most vulnerable people in the world’s most desperate 
places. I will not tolerate any action that causes 
people to replace trust with fear” (Josh Halliday, “UN 
Peacekeeping Chief in CAR Sacked Over Sex Abuse 
Claims,” Guardian, 12 August 2015).

In 1960, the Central African Republic (CAR) gained 
its independence from France after spending almost a 
century as a colony. After three decades under various 

imposed military governments, CAR instituted a new 
constitution for its civilian government in 1993 with 
Ange-Félix Patassé as president; however, despite 
Patassé’s attempt at democracy, it ultimately failed 
and led to a military coup in 2003. The coup leader, 
General François Bozizé, overthrew Patassé and 
was elected president, starting the CAR-Bush War 
between the government and rebel forces from 2004-
2007 (“Central African Republic Profile – Timeline,” 
BBC News, 10 February 2016).

 During the combat in November 2006, Bozizé 
requested French military support to fight the 
rebel forces, Union of Democratic Forces for Unity 
(UFDR), who were advancing toward the capital 
Bangui (“CAR Hails French Pledge on Rebels,” BBC 
News, 14 November 2006). The Bush War ended in 
2007 when the Syrte Agreement called for peace and 
the integration of the UFDR into the government.

Following a supposedly-corrupt election in 2011, 
Bozizé was reelected as president, but after violating 
the Syrte Agreement, various rebel groups came 
together and formed the coalition: Séléka. Despite 
the two powers reaching a peace deal with the 
government in January 2013 that included a shared-

power government, the agreement was not successful 
as the rebels seized Bangui in March 2013.

In May 2013, when the leader of Séléka, Michel 
Djotodia, became the new president of CAR, Prime 
Minister Nicolas Tiangaye requested a peacekeeping 
force from the United Nations Security Council. The 
UN approved this request in October of that year and 
by April 2014 created MINUSCA, or United Nations 
Multidimensional Integrated Stabilization Mission 
in the Central African Republic, and sent out 11,820 
troops who were supposed to support the French and 
African Union troops (UN.org).

The Séléka coalition had been falling apart 
because of disagreements regarding the distribution 
of power and rebel forces veering out of government 
control. This led to various conflicts in CAR, mainly 

because of conflict between Christians 
and Muslims. In January 2014, Djotodia 
and Tiangaye stepped down from their 
positions as a result of the civil crisis. 
Catherine Samba-Panza was elected as 
interim president, which then led to UN 
peacekeeping troops being deployed to 
help the 6,000 African Union soldiers 
and 2,000 French peacekeepers under 
Operation Sangaris (BBC).

In February of this year, Human 
Rights Watch, a non-governmental 

organization devoted to conducting research and 
advocating for human rights, published a report 
stating that “United Nations peacekeepers in the 
Central African Republic raped or sexually exploited 
at least eight women and girls between October and 
December 2015” (“Central African Republic: Rape 
by Peacekeepers,” Human Rights Watch, 4 February 
2016). The eight reported girls and women ranged 
from the ages 13 to 30, two cases were gang-rape with 
one involving a child, four cases were rape with two 
of them including children, and four cases involved 
sex as payment for food or money 
with one pertaining to a child. 
All eight women believe 
that the peacekeepers were 
from either the Republic 
of the Congo or the 
Democratic Republic of 
the Congo (HRW). What 
is especially concerning is 
the fact that in all eight 
of these cases, the victims 
lived in camps for internally 
displaced people. Out of the 
approximately 800 
soldiers deployed, 

Peacekeepers or Havoc Reapers? 
UN Presence in Central African Republic   by Eugene Kim ’18

UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon

UN Peacekeepers allegedly sexually abused ‘street children’ in 
Central African Republic
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it is impossible to say how many were involved in 
unreported incidents (HRW).

The United Nations peacekeepers were not the 
only troops that have been suspected of being involved 
in sexual abuse cases. “For five months, an unknown 
number of people in the French forces, sent to protect 
civilians from the violence tearing the country apart, 

Kenya Takes Dramatic Stand Against Ivory Trade    by Danny Cecere ’19

On April 30, 2016, Kenyan President Uhuru 
Kenyatta made history by torching 105 metric tons 
of ivory to protest the world’s illegal ivory trade and 
other products from endangered species (Jeffrey 
Gettleman, “Kenya Burns Elephant Ivory Worth $150 
Million to Defy Poachers,” New York Times, 30 April 
2016). Although ivory burning is not a new practice, 
the magnitude of President Kenyatta’s demonstration 
exceeded all previous acts of protest. As a prelude to 
the historic torching, President Kenyatta demanded 
a total world ban on trade in ivory to end illegal 
trafficking and prevent extinction of African elephants 
in the wild. Protection of elephants resonated in 
Kenyatta’s comments about 
Kenya’s dramatic stand, “No 
one, and I repeat, no one, 
has any business in trading 
in ivory, for this trade means 
death – the death of our 
elephants and the death of 
our natural heritage.” 

Kenya’s bold move 
represented the largest-ever 
torching of ivory in history. 
The giant pyres of ivory 
included over 105 tons of 
tusks from more than 8,000 
dead wild elephants and 
another 1.35 tons of rhino 
horns, representing approximately 340 dead rhinos. 
On the black market, this quantity of ivory would 
sell for over $150 million (Tom Odula, “Why Kenya 
Burned 11 Giant Piles of Ivory Tusks,” Christian Science 
Monitor, 30 April 2016). Given the ivory’s value, some 
conservationists challenged President Kenyatta’s 
actions, arguing that the ivory could have been sold 
and the money used to fund conservation initiatives. 
The Kenyan government dismissed the challenge on 
the grounds that putting ivory back into the market, 
even for a good cause, strengthens the very market 
they are seeking to destroy. Kenya decided to burn 
the ivory to show the world that it should have no 
commercial value. Kenyatta emphasized his country’s 
position: “A time has come when we must take a stand 
and the stand is clear . . . Kenya is making a statement 
that ivory is worthless unless it is on our elephants.” 

The Convention of International Trade in 

Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) 
banned ivory trade back in 1989 (Carl de Souza, “Kenya 
Torches Massive Ivory Bonfires to Save Elephants,” 
France24, 30 April 2016), and Kenya started a large 
ivory bonfire at that time, but on a significantly smaller 
scale, to drive implementation of the ban. However, 
despite the 1989 ban, poaching and illegal trade has 
continued to threaten African elephants and rhinos 
with extinction still today. Africa currently has around 
500,000 elephants, down from more than 1.3 million 
in the 1970s. Approximately 30,000 elephants are 
killed each year to satisfy demand for ivory products, 
such as eyeglass frames, combs, statuettes and 

other trinkets, especially 
in Asia. Rhinos suffer a 
similar risk. The highest 
levels of poaching since 
the 1980s crisis occurred 
from 2011-2013, with the 
worst impact on elephant 
populations occurring 
in Cameroon, Tanzania, 
Gabon, Central African 
Republic, Mozambique, 
Republic of the Congo 
and Democratic Republic 
of the Congo. In protest 
of the recent devastation, 
Cameroon burned over 3.5 

tons of tusks earlier in April (Odula). Many other 
countries have followed a similar practice in the past 
as a statement in line with Kenyatta’s – that ivory is 
useless, unless it is on an elephant.    

Gabon’s President, Ali Bongo Ondimba, attended 
the burning in Nairobi, Kenya on Saturday, April 30, 
and vowed to stop the slaughter of African elephants. 
President Ondimba addressed his comments directly 
to poachers, stating, “To all the poachers, to all the 
buyers and foreign traders, your days are numbered. . 
. We are going to put you out of business and the best 
thing to do is retire now” (Odula).    

Although critics question the prudence of Kenya’s 
demonstration, the historic torching has already 
impacted the ivory market. Immediately following 
the burning, France announced that it will ban all 
trade in ivory in French territory.     

forced boys to perform oral sex on them,” reports 
Somini Sengupta (“Allegations Against French 
Peacekeepers Highlight Obstacles in Addressing 
Abuse,” New York Times, 25 May 2015). Not only is 
the act of rape morally wrong and psychologically 
damaging, but so is the fact that no one has been 
charged or been punished for these awful crimes.

In April, Kenya burned a stockpile of ivory worth $100 million.
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some fun poking holes at such sentiments: “Why is 
it when people say, ‘This is a terrible thing to say,’ 
they don’t stop talking? Whenever the media covers 
Donald Trump, they make a lot of money. It’s equally 
true whether they cover news events like debates or 
non-events that just contain the word Trump.” Noah 
proceeded to show several clips of major networks 
airing incredibly non-newsworthy events, such as 
Trump arriving in cars and planes or just live footage 

of an empty stage, merely 
waiting for him to speak 
(Joan Solsman, “CBS Les 
Moonves Skewered on ‘The 
Daily Show,’” The Wrap, 
23 March 2016). There’s 
no doubt that the Daily 
Show enjoys the rich comic 
material Trump provides; 
ever since he announced 
his candidacy for president 
last summer the Comedy 
Central staple has aired 
segments about him nearly 
every single night. After all, 
every channel wants high 
ratings. Even comedian-
commentator John Oliver, 
who previously stated 

that he would not do any major segments on the 
presidential election, did a 20 minute take-down of 
Trump that got 48 million views on Facebook alone, 
not including YouTube, HBO GO, and all the other 
ways to access his videos. Apart from the unbelievable 
rise of Donald Trump and Bernie Sanders, the 
phenomenon of “money rolling in” for cable networks 
will be talked about for years to come as it signifies 
the haziness of the line between entertainment and 
politics. 

Republicans: A Divided Party Ponders 
Possibility of President 
Trump

Donald Trump has defied 
the odds to become the GOP’s 
“presumptive nominee” (the 
proper term used for the 
candidate before he or she is 
officially confirmed at the party 
convention), a reality that had 
previously been dismissed by 
both the left and right since 

Ratings Gold
The presidential election of 2016 has blurred the 

boundary between entertainment and politics. Even 
though it is nothing new that an election provides 
riveting theater to the masses, the cable networks 
have struck gold in this particular election season. 
Just like a reality TV show, the cameras never turn 
off and, in the past few months, these cameras have 
brought record ratings and record viewership numbers 
to prime time cable news. 
According to Nielsen 
data, the average cost of 
a 30-second ad during the 
first 10 presidential debates 
between August and January 
was approximately $61,000 
– a 1,120% increase from 
the average cost of a prime 
time spot on CNN (Tom 
Risen, “Who’s Winning 
the Election? Networks,” 
U.S. News & World Report, 
18 March 2016). Nielsen 
ratings also show that 
CNN’s GOP debate in 
September at the Reagan 
Library in California 
became the most-watched 
program in the network’s history, attracting 23 million 
viewers. The Fox News Republican debate in Ohio last 
August, viewed by 24 million people, also became the 
most-watched telecast in that network’s history. This 
is more than twice the viewers for primary debates in 
previous election cycles. 

CBS CEO Les Moonves admitted to a group of 
investors in March that, even though Donald Trump’s 
candidacy “may not be good for America, it’s damn 
good for CBS,” noting that “the money’s rolling in, 
this is fun.” While Moonves laments the fact that 
the candidates are abandoning 
substantive discussion of issues 
in favor of mudslinging, the 
advertisers don’t seem to mind. 
“It’s a terrible thing to say, but 
‘Bring it on, Donald,’” said 
Moonves (Nick Visser, “CBS 
Chief Les Moonves Says Trump’s 
‘Damn Good’ For Business,” 
Huffington Post, 1 March 2016). 
Daily Show host Trevor Noah had 

Unprecedented Ratings, Division Mark 2016 Presidential Election 
by Gaurang Goel ’17

the americas
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he entered the race last summer. Now, with Trump 
leading one of the two major political parties in the 
United States, few dare to deny the possibility that 
Trump could in fact become president. Yet, Trump’s 
challenge is to unify the fractured Republican Party 
around him. This seems to be a real dilemma for the 
party heading into the general election as its highest 
elected member, Speaker of the House Paul Ryan, 
currently refuses to endorse Trump. At this point in 
time, the clash between Trump and Ryan has become 
a symbol of the broken Republican Party. Ryan can 
either endorse a man who goes against his ideals, or 
he can refuse to endorse Trump and go against his 
beloved party. This conflict has lead some, like Senate 
Majority Leader Mitch McConnell and former vice 
president Dick Cheney, to loyally endorse Donald 
Trump, but others, such as 2012 GOP nominee Mitt 
Romney, former Florida governor Jeb Bush (himself 

a Republican presidential hopeful before bowing 
out earlier this spring), and South Carolina senator 
Lindsey Graham to vehemently reject the prospect of 
a Trump presidency. 

Trump, who vows his first three policy decisions 
will be to complete the design of his wall, ban 
Muslim immigration, and repeal Obamacare, has 
skillfully used the media to bombard the public 
with regular outrageous comments. The 
silly, “unbelievable” news might be that 
Trump has given Bernie Sanders a 
nickname, such as “crazy Bernie,” but 
it is quickly considered old news by 
the next day. His attention-seeking 
statements are pretty ordinary 
these days, and gaffes (?) such as 
misstating “9/11” as “7/11” only 
made news in the late-night comedy 
world, such as on The Late Show with 
Stephen Colbert or Noah’s Daily Show. 
Currently, the media is engrossed by his 
reluctance to release his tax returns, but in the 
fractured state of the Republican Party, no one knows 
how quickly something else might happen. Soon this 
currently major obstacle of acquiring Paul Ryan’s 
endorsement will be forgotten. All this is a strategy 
that has made Trump capable of remaining the news 

cycle’s top story each day (without spending much, if 
any, money on advertising), and also has made him 
capable of continuing his campaign without answering 
anything with substance. 

Additionally, as of May 2016, polling numbers 
seem to be fluctuating for and against Trump every 
other day, and with no consistency in these figures, 
people are seriously starting to question what Trump 
means for America: Is it really a possibility that 
Trump might be elected president? What have we 
done to get here? How did we go from the historic 
rise of Barack Obama to Donald Trump just eight 
years later? These questions will be discussed from 
now until the new president is inaugurated in January, 
and even then the rise of Trump will be analyzed and 
debated by historians long into the future. With no 
dependable polling numbers, a divided Republican 
Party, and no real idea of Trump’s general election 
strategy, apart from his infamous use of nicknames 
to denounce “Crooked Hillary” and others, there is 
nothing but tense months ahead for the United States 
as “The Donald” plots his way to the White House. 

Democrats: Superdelegates, Feeling the 
Bern, and a Contested Convention?

On the other side of the aisle, Vermont senator 
Bernie Sanders’s campaign is on life support. After 
letting go of hundreds of staff in recent weeks, and 
falling far behind on the delegate count, Sanders 
should realistically be making preparations to exit 
the presidential race. Yet, he has promised that he 
will go all the way to Philadelphia in July and that the 
nominee will be decided in a contested convention, 
just as Texas senator Ted Cruz and Ohio governor 
John Kasich predicted before dropping out of the 
GOP race; however, even with Sanders’s recent 
victory in West Virginia’s primary, he is very far from 
causing trouble to Clinton’s massive lead. Still, the 
issue that Sanders wishes to use to his advantage is 
the ambiguity of the superdelegates. After months of 

his supporters bashing the “undemocratic” 
superdelegates, Sanders now urges them 

to switch their allegiance to Clinton 
and support him, the candidate with 
fewer pledged delegates, instead.

The controversy about 
superdelegates first arose when 
Sanders won 15 out of the 24 pledged 
delegates in New Hampshire, but 

Hillary Clinton had a delegate tie 
because she had the support of six 

out of the eight unpledged so-called 
superdelegates, despite losing the state by 

22 percent. 
So, wait, what/who are these superdelegates? 

Superdelegates are 712 Democratic leaders, legislators, 
and governors. They have the power to vote for any 
candidate at the party convention in the summer 
regardless of how the candidate performed in the 
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Justin Trudeau, Prime Minister of Canada since 
November 2015, provides a fresh new face to Canada’s 
leadership and marks a shift in that country’s politics. 
As the son of former Prime 
Minister Pierre Elliott Trudeau, 
many predicted his Justin’s 
eventual ascent to the top post 
in Canadian leadership. In 
fact, when Trudeau was only 
a baby, American president 
Richard Nixon predicted that 
he “would one day follow in 
his father’s footsteps” (“Who 
Is Justin Trudeau, Canada’s 
Next Prime Minister?” BBC, 
20 October 2015). In Canada’s 
general election this past 
October, Trudeau fulfilled this 
prophecy. Before pursuing his 
career in politics, he attended 
McGill University, then the 
University of British Columbia, 
earning a degree in education; 

Justin Trudeau: “Pretty Boy” or Capable Leader?    by Deborah Feifer ’17

he later became a teacher. His political potential was 
first overtly recognized when he eulogized his father 
in 2000. In 2008, he was elected to Parliament in 

the Papineau riding (electoral 
district), was reelected in 
2011, and won Liberal Party 
leadership in 2013 by a landslide. 

On November 4, 2015, Justin 
Trudeau officially assumed 
the role of Canadian PM after 
the Liberal Party’s sweeping 
victory in the federal election 
when he unseated Conservative 
incumbent Stephen Harper. In 
the election, the Liberal Party 
gained an unexpected but 
powerful majority government, 
with 184 out of 338 seats, 
ending nearly a decade of 
Conservative rule (Paul Viera, 
“Justin Trudeau Elected Prime 
Minister of Canada,” Wall Street 
Journal, 20 October 2015). Near 

primaries. These 712 people represent 30 percent of 
the 2,382 delegates required for a Democratic Party’s 
candidate to be nominated for the general election, 
making them crucial in the nomination process 
(“Superdelegates, Clarify Your Role,” New York Times, 19 
February 2016). The “establishment” familiarity with 
Hillary and Bill Clinton makes the former Secretary 
of State more likely to earn endorsements from 
superdelegates, despite Sanders’s growing popularity 
with party outsiders and young people, in particular. 
As shown in a survey by the Associated Press in 2015 
(before the primaries), 359 superdelegates supported 
Clinton, only eight supported Sanders, and the rest 
remained undecided (Stephen Ohlemacher and Hope 
Yen, “Big Nomination Lead for Clinton: Pocketing 
‘Superdelegates,’” Associated Press, 13 November 2015). 
Clearly, Clinton was the overwhelming favorite 
heading into the primaries, and the odds were 
stacked against Sanders even before he got a chance 
to prove his message has wide-reaching support in 
the left wing of the Democratic Party. Nonetheless, 
some claim this is the least of Sanders’s problems, 
as superdelegates can switch allegiance at any time 
and are known to ultimately support the candidate 
who holds the highest popular vote at the time of 
the convention. For example, Clinton had the initial 
lead of superdelegates in the 2008 primaries, but 
when Obama took the lead in the popular vote, the 
superdelegates gradually switched and supported him 
instead, contributing to his nomination. 

So, if superdelegates generally follow the will of 

popular support, why do they exist? Democratic 
National Committee Chairwoman Debbie Wasserman 
Schultz explained several times that “Unpledged 
delegates exist really to make sure that party leaders 
and elected officials don’t have to be in a position 
where they are running against grass-roots activists” 
(Callum Borchers, “We Need More Questions Like 
This One From Jake Tapper to Debbie Wasserman 
Schultz,” Washington Post, 12 February 2016). This 
comment inspired Clinton’s supporters because of 
good governance, but evoked outrage from Sanders’s 
supporters who accuse the Democratic Party of 
blocking the will of the public. 

 Now, with Bernie Sanders hoping to take this fight 
to the convention, these superdelegates have to make 
a choice. Examples from the past shows that they will 
support Secretary Clinton unless she gets indicted from 
her FBI email investigation or Sanders miraculously 
gets more pledged delegates than she does by the time 
of the convention, but it demonstrates the uneasiness 
and lack of trust the people are developing for the 
political process in this country. Even after months of 
primaries, these superdelegates can technically choose 
whomever they want and influence the election to a 
great degree. 

The rollercoaster ride that is this election season 
has left people around the world scratching their 
heads as they try to make sense of what is happening 
in the United States. Nothing is for certain, and all the 
American people and the world can do is watch what 
happens next. 

Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau
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the end of the campaign, polls revealed that 70% of 
voters were tired of Conservative rule, suggesting 
the immense need for change (Viera). Trudeau’s win 
marks a significant shift in Canadian leadership and 
forebodes many policy changes. 

Trudeau plans to implement a number of policies 
during his time in office, ranging from issues with 
Syrian refugees to marijuana. As Canada’s economy is 
currently struggling, Trudeau plans to create deficits 
of around $10 billion annually to improve economic 
standing (Joanna Plucinska, “What a Justin Trudeau 
Win Means for Canada,” Time, 20 October 2015). 
He also plans to raise taxes for citizens earning over 

$200,000, legalize marijuana, increase the number of 
admitted Syrian refugees, and consider an alternative 
voting system for the Canadian government 
(Plucinska). Overall, he possesses very ambitious 
goals, but the strong Liberal majority in the House 
of Commons will likely help him implement the 
significant change he desires. 

This spring, Trudeau announced legislation to 
legalize physician-assisted suicide in Canada. The 
law would apply only to Canadian citizens covered 
in the Canadian health care system with serious and 
incurable illnesses, and two independent physicians 

must agree that the decision is appropriate before 
granting the prescription to the patient. The law also 
requires that patients must be mentally stable at the 
time they make their decision (Ian Austen, “Justin 
Trudeau Seeks to Legalize Assisted Suicide in Canada,” 
New York Times, 14 April 2016). Due to the large Liberal 
Party majority in the House of Commons, this law is 
expected to pass. Other actions of Trudeau since his 
inauguration last fall include his decision to appoint 
15 women and 15 men to his cabinet, emphasizing his 
long-standing belief in gender equality (Andre Spicer, 
“Justin Trudeau Is Right, and How About Quota for 
Women?” CNN, 5 November 2015). When asked why 
he chose to form a gender-neutral cabinet, he replied 
pithily, “Because it’s 2015.” In his first few months 
in power, Trudeau has already introduced areas for 
change, and will hopefully continue to do so. 

Justin Trudeau certainly seems like he could push 
for serious progress in Canadian politics, yet many 
question his ability to accomplish these tasks. His 
opponents frequently insulted him on the campaign 
trail by labeling him as a naïve “pretty boy” who was 
“just not ready” to be prime minister (BBC). At 43, 
he is the second youngest PM in Canadian history, 
and some worry that Trudeau may lack some of the 
experience and wisdom needed for a position of 
this caliber. In addition, the New Democratic Party 
(NDP) provides an alternative to the Liberal Party 
for Canadian Democrats to show support, meaning 
progressives do not necessarily need to back Trudeau 
in order to see change. If a large number of citizens 
turned to the NDP, Trudeau could lose some support. 
While Trudeau may noticeably impact Canada, there 
remains the possibility of his simply not possessing 
the experience needed to succeed. However, while the 
extent of the change he will actually bring remains to 
be seen, his election and the new Liberal Party majority 
in the House of Commons mark a significant shift in 
the mindset of the Canadian government. Hopefully, 
with time, Justin Trudeau will prove himself to be a 
wise and capable leader despite his relative lack of 
experience.

Worker Productivity is Key to Stronger U.S. Economy     
by Bill Pieroni ’18

Editor’s Note: Bill submitted this for an essay contest 
sponsored by Yale University’s William F. Buckley Jr. 
Program, which is dedicated to promoting intellectual 
diversity. Entrants were asked to write about the greatest 
challenge facing the U.S. economy. Bill earned 3rd place in 
the contest.

The U.S. faces a number of near- and long-term 
economic issues. Challenges include government and 
consumer debt, education, healthcare, tax reform, 
and relative global competitiveness. Economists 

tend to having varying opinions when examining 
data or making forecasts. However, most economists 
would agree that increasing worker productivity is 
the key factor in improving the standard of living 
for workers. Consequently, the most critical issue 
facing the U.S. economy is sustaining continued labor 
productivity improvement, while simultaneously 
addressing the productivity-wage gap. There are two 
distinct components to this issue: first, supporting 
annual U.S. labor productivity over time, and second, 
increasing the correlation between productivity and 

Trudeau, leader of Canada’s Liberal Party, greets supporters on 
the last day of the election campaign in 2015 in North Vancouver, 
British Columbia.
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compensation changes.
The first aspect of the issue is U.S. labor productivity. 

Labor productivity is defined as the real output per 
labor hour worked. Growth in labor productivity is 
the change in this ratio over time. Improvements in 
labor productivity enable U.S. workers to produce 
more output, goods or services, for a given number of 
labor hours. This is important because improvements 
in labor productivity are one of the key ways to 
improve the standard of living for workers. Increases 
in labor productivity allow individual workers to 
produce more output for the same amount of effort. 
However, if productivity improvements don’t lead to 
increased wages, workers may not feel the benefit of 
improved productivity. Over time, this divergence of 
productivity and wages leads to a gap, a productivity-
wage gap. When worker productivity increases faster 

than worker compensation, improvements in the 
standard of living may not occur. It is important to 
simultaneously increase labor productivity and pay.

Examination of changes in real worker productivity 
and hourly compensation over time reveal several 
troubling issues (Figure 1). From 1948 through 1973, 
productivity increased 96.7% while compensation 
increased 91.3%, reflecting an average annual increase 
of 3.7% and 3.5%, respectively. Productivity did grow 
marginally faster than labor but the two factors 
moved closely together. The r-squared for the two 
variables during this timeframe is .99. Improvements 

in productivity led to improvements not only for 
business owners but also for workers. However, the 
1973 through 2014 time period saw a “decoupling” of 
this alignment. Productivity during this time period 
improved 72.2% for an average annual improvement 
of 1.7%. There was a clear slowing of productivity 
improvement relative to the 1948–1973 timeframe. 
Worker compensation during this period increased 
only 9.3% for an average increase of .22% per year. 
The r-squared between the two variables was only .66, 
barely statistically significant. Worker compensation 
did not keep pace with labor improvements. 
Moreover, during the 2009-2014 post-recessionary 
timeframe productivity exhibited a weak .71% average 
annual increase while hourly compensation was 
approximately flat with an average annual decrease of 

-.06%.
It is widely accepted that 

the only way to improve the 
standard of living in the U.S. is 
to improve worker productivity 
and achieve increases in real 
wages for workers. Clearly 
the U.S. has faced slowing 
productivity improvement over 
the past several decades. Average 
annual productivity increases 
slowed from the 1948-1973 
average of 3.7% to 1.7% during 
the 1973-2014 period with real 
wages stagnating over the same 
period. Analysis and research 
reveals a number of potential 
clues as to why productivity 
slowed and compensation 
virtually stopped. On the 
positive side, productivity 
improvement could be driven 
by investment in non-labor 
capabilities like improved 
technologies. Enhanced 
non-labor capabilities would 
support improved productivity 
with labor capturing minimal 
benefit. On the negative side 
is a weakening of U.S. workers’ 

position due to diminishing labor power with majority 
of wage increases going to the senior executives and 
owners. The research around factors such as reduced 
U.S. productivity and a widening productivity-wage gap 
is varied and inconclusive. Regardless of root causes, 
we must collectively acknowledge the importance 
of improved productivity and reconnecting it to 
wages. The causes and potential solutions to address 
this issue are not fully clear. All key U.S. economic 
stakeholders, government, businesses, and labor must 
increase the level of coordination and cooperation 
around this critical issue.

Note: Data are for average hourly compensation of production/nonsupervisory workers in 
the private sector and net productivity of the total economy. “Net productivity” is the growth 
of output of goods and services minus depreciation per hour worked.
1 Economic Policy Institute analysis of data from the Bureau of Economic Analysis’ National 
Income and Produce Accounts and the Bureau of Labor Statistics’ Consumer Price Indexes 
and Labor Productivity and Costs programs
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Tropical paradises, beautiful beaches, rainforests, 
and bustling cities all define Brazil. In addition to 
its beauty, Brazil also boasts of its size – the largest 
country in South America and the fifth most populous 
nation in the world. On the east, Brazil is bordered 
by the Atlantic Ocean with its vast shoreline and 
the Amazon River basin rainforest with its exotic 
plants and wildlife. With rich environmental diversity, 
Brazil is one of 17 nations in the world designated as 
a megadiverse country, according to Conservation 
International. Beyond these idyllic sights, however, 
widespread turmoil surrounds the issue of hosting 
the Summer Olympics. Brazil’s capital city of Rio 
de Janiero was chosen in 2009 by the International 
Olympic Committee to host the 2016 Summer 
Olympics, the first South American city to do so, but 
this landmark occasion is not without obstacles.

In 2009, Brazil seemed poised to break through 
onto the global stage because of its economic growth, 
with projected self-sufficiency in energy and strong 
demand for commodities. However, by 2014, Brazil’s 
economy began shrinking due to sinking global 
commodity prices and slowing business investment. 

In addition to fiscal downfalls, Brazilian prosecutors 
crept closer to implicating President Dilma Rousseff 
and dozens of the country’s senior politicians in a 
broad corruption scandal (Carter Dougherty, “Road 
to Rio: Brazil’s Troubled Path to Summer Olympics,” 
Newsweek, 17 April 2016).

In April 2015, with less than 500 days before the 
Olympics would begin, Time magazine outlined the 
following four major challenges for the country as 
the Games’s opening ceremony neared: pollution 
in Rio’s Guanabara Bay, the water and energy crisis, 
social tension due to Olympic construction and 
development, and street crime and public security 

(Anna J. Kaiser, “Here Are the Four Challenges 
Rio de Janeiro Must Meet to Host a Successful 
2016 Olympics,” Time, 2 April 2015). In particular, 
Guanabara Bay and the notion of crime and public 
security has made international news. The bay, site for 
the Olympic sailing and windsurfing events, has been 
polluted with raw sewage, garbage and bacteria. Even 
though Rio’s 2009 Olympic bid included a pledge 
to clean up the bay by 80%, the state environment 
secretary admitted in January 2015 that it would not 
be possible, having achieved only 49% of their cleanup 
goal by April 2015 (Kaiser).  The other challenge was 
crime. “While street crime has generally decreased 
over the last 30 years, Rio has seen a spike in street 
robberies in recent months, reaching highs not 
witnessed since 1991,” Kaiser writes. Because of the 
large crowds that the Olympics are expected to draw, 
public safety has become a growing concern.

In addition to Brazil’s economic challenges, the 
Zika virus has increased levels of stress surrounding 
the Games. The outbreak began in Brazil in April 
2015, and has now spread to other parts of South and 
North America. In February 2016, the World Health 
Organization declared the outbreak a public health 
emergency of international concern as evidence 
grew that Zika causes birth defects and neurological 
problems in unborn children. Researchers believe 
that the origin of the Zika virus in Brazil stems from 
an infected traveler from French Polynesia sometime 
in 2014. The high population density, tropical climate, 
and inadequate control of mosquitoes in Brazil were 
ideal conditions for the rapid spread of the virus, 
a mosquito borne disease. In January, the Center 
for Disease Control (CDC) issued a travel warning 
advising pregnant women to consider postponing 
travel to Brazil as well as to countries and territories 
where Zika fever had been reported (Robert Lowes, 
“CDC Issues Zika Travel Alert,” Medscape Medical 
News, 15 January 2016). 

Even with the allure of the Olympics, the grandest 
sporting spectacle staged every four years, the 
concerns about Zika give pause to travelers, tourists, 
and athletes about being in a country that is at the 
epicenter of the virus outbreak.

To combat these concerns, “Brazil is launching 
a herculean effort to fumigate Rio for mosquitoes” 
(Dr. Ford Vox, “What Real Threat Does Zika Pose 
to the Rio Olympics? History Has an Answer,” CNN, 
12 February 2016). Organizers say that “Game venues 
and major tourist attractions will be inspected daily 
during the Games to ensure there are no puddles 
or other possible breeding grounds for the insects.” 
They also plan to “make mosquito repellent available 
in lodging areas and all athletes’ rooms will be air 
conditioned” and have mosquito nets, albeit paid for by 

Will Rio Be Ready?     by Akash Chadalavada ’18

On April 1, 2015, a young man rested next to a destroyed house 
at the shanty town Vila Autodromo, which is located close to the 
Olympic Park built for Rio 2016.



24

national teams. Organizers are also hopeful that Zika 
transmission will be naturally contained in August, 
which is mid-winter in the southern hemisphere and 
when there are fewer mosquitoes (Pedro Fonseca 
and Paulo Prada, “Rio Olympics to Charge Teams 

American Farmworkers: Essential, Yet Forgotten     
by Ramesh Amado Orendain Shrestha ’18

for Mosquito Screens to Prevent Zika Virus,” Reuters, 
27 February 2016). Brazil’s health ministry will also 
launch a smartphone app to help detect the disease 
during the Olympic Games. The app will provide 
information on preventing the mosquito borne 
illness, helping users determine if they are exhibiting 
symptoms, and direct visitors to the nearest hospital 
or pharmacy (Tiare Dunlap, “Brazil is Creating an 
Anti-Zika App for This Summer’s Olympic Games,” 
People, 28 March 2016).

This summer, the world will witness Brazil on an 
international stage. Its diversity, music, and cultural 
vibrancy notwithstanding, Brazil will be in the 
spotlight as the world will be gauging its creativity 
and ingenuity in hosting a grand spectacle against a 
difficult set of challenges. A successful 2016 Olympic 
Games will do wonders to boost national and civic 
pride in Brazil and in Rio, but its success hinges on 
quelling the plethora of issues that have come to 
plague the country in recent years.

When I was 12, my grandfather and I planted trees 
together, agreeing to race each other up the trees 
when they grew. The trees did grow, long after my 
grandfather stopped watering them. They had fully 
adapted to their climate. My grandfather, Antonio 
Orendain, passed away on April 12. When not 
planting trees with his grandson, Orendain helped 
found the United Farm Workers union (UFW) with 
famed American labor leader and civil rights activist 
Cesar Chavez, and later went on to found the Texas 
Farm Workers Union (TFWU). Manuel Torres, now 
60 years old, was living in a labor camp in the 1960s 
when he saw Orendain speaking with politicians 
about running for office (James Colburn, “Civil Rights 
Leader Antonio Orendain Died Tuesday,” Monitor 
(Texas), 13 April 2016). He said 
that the lack of representation 
in politics for farmworkers 
in Texas was disheartening, 
but Orendain fought hard, 
made his group organized and 
united, and increased the price 
of a bucket of onions from 25 
cents to $1, greatly improving 
the conditions of farmworkers 
and giving hope to what many 
dismissed as a lost cause. While 
his protests were not initially 
successful, and were often 
unconstitutionally dispersed 
by Texas Rangers, who 
sought to keep the workers in 
submission, Orendain did not Farm labor organizer Antonio Orendain

stop fighting and was ultimately successful through 
persistence, ingenuity, determination, and charisma. 
His most lasting legacy by far was his historic march, 
originally started with just 40 people, in 1977 from 
Muleshoe in South Texas to the capital of Texas, 
Austin. After this 268-mile march, Orendain met 
with Governor Dolph Briscoe and was not pleased 
by the results of this meeting. He then proceeded 
to continue the march over 2,000 more miles to 
Washington D.C., arriving accompanied by over 
10,000 people (Colburn). In his life, through peaceful 
protests and strikes, Orendain brought attention to 
the plight of farmworkers and heavily contributed to 
the improvement of their living standards. 

Today, farmworkers are often still faced with 
abusive labor practices such as 
wage theft, sexual harassment, 
assault, and unhealthy or 
substandard living conditions. 
These issues are difficult to 
address due to the lack of 
legal protection provided for 
farmworkers, who are not 
currently covered by many of 
the important labor protection 
laws in the U.S. In fact, 
Farmworker Justice reports 
that small farms (employing 
less than seven workers) are not 
required to comply with the 
federal minimum wage (“U.S. 
Labor Law for Farmworkers,” 
farmworkerjustice.org, 1 January 

Workers spray the famous Sambadrome in Rio de Janeiro in 
Janunary in an effort to control Zika-carrying mosquitoes before 
Rio’s Carnival parades.
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Employment Opportunity Commission, along with 
California Rural Legal Assistance, pioneered a joint 
project to concentrate on sexual harassment in the 
field (Padilla and Bacon). One of the victories for 
this project includes the case of the aforementioned 
Olivia Tomayo, who won a $994,000 victory in 2005 
over her abusive supervisor.  Padilla and Bacon also 
report that later, in 2009, this same commission won 
over $17 million for five farmworkers in Florida who 
had accused their supervisors of rape and harassment. 
Another notable organization existing today is the 
Student/Farmworker Alliance, which the CIW 
reports has “organized the ‘Boot the Bell’ campaign 
on hundreds of college campuses across the country 

and contributed immeasurably to the ultimate success 
of the Taco Bell boycott,” compelling it to sign a 
Fair Food agreement with the CIW (“Boot the Bell 
Campaign Gains Powerful New Momentum from 
National Student Hunger Strike!,” ciw-online.org, 30 
April 2004). 

While the organizations that succeed the UFW 
and the TFWU make significant progress towards the 
ultimate goal of equality, fair wages, and standard living 
conditions for all, this cannot be reached without 
national awareness compelling lawmakers to change 

2016). Additionally, while most other workers are 
entitled to 1.5 times their usual wages for overtime 
pay (every hour beyond the typical 40 hours per 
week), this right is not extended to those who toil 
in the fields (Farmworker Justice). Another example 
of wage theft is the employers’ payment of farmers 
on a piecework basis (a certain amount of money per 
crop harvested), which allows them to pay far below 
the minimum wage. “The Department of Labor 
estimates that about half of farmworkers don’t have 
legal immigration papers,” according to José R. Padilla 
and David Bacon (“Protect Female Farmworkers,” 
New York Times, 19 January 2016), thus making them 
extremely vulnerable to exploitation, as “federal 
regulations forbid legal aid organizations from 
directly representing undocumented people,” and 
their illegal presence in the U.S. makes them unlikely 
to come forward and report offenders. An example 
of this exploitation is reflected in a 2012 report by 
the Human Rights Watch, which surveyed 52 female 
farmworkers, nearly all of whom had been victims of 
sexual violence or knew others who had been (Padilla 
and Bacon). 

Additionally, the low wages and high competition 
for jobs creates an environment where all are hesitant 
to complain. Workers such as Olivia Tamayo, a worker 
at one of California’s largest cattle-feeding operations, 
cites all of these conditions as reasons why she did 
not come forward, and reports being repeatedly raped 
by her supervisor, revealing that, “He took advantage 
because he knew that I wasn’t going to say anything” 
(Padilla and Bacon). Kerry Kennedy, president of the 
Robert F. Kennedy Center for Justice and Human 
Rights, writes that, “the people who harvest our 
food are paid poverty wages without overtime in an 
industry where a 95-hour workweek is considered 
standard,” and she has met “men who worked 10 
years without a day off, women who were sexually 
assaulted in the fields, and children as young as 14 
who earn $3.20 an hour for backbreaking labor…farms 
where 20 people share a single bathroom, and a single 
room accommodates entire families” (Kerry Kennedy, 
“Dignity for Farmworkers,” New York Times, 24 January 
2014). 

The trees planted by my grandfather have now 
grown from mere seeds. While the Texas Farm 
Workers Union and the UFW have also evolved 
over time, the fight for the rights of farmworkers 
lives on in other organizations, such as the Coalition 
of Immokalee Workers (CIW), which created a 
Fair Food Program that takes steps to make sure 
that the food their member stores buy is produced 
responsibly by fairly paid workers. Essentially, a 
food chain such as Wal-Mart will sign a Fair Food 
agreement with the CIW in order to ensure that the 
farms they source their food from pays fair wages and 
provides standard working conditions. To combat 
the exploitation of workers in the fields, the Equal 
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laws that leave farmworkers out of the legal protection 
system. Only then can equality can be achieved, only 
then can farmworkers “put a price on the sweat of 
their brow,” as Antonio Orendain so often used to say. 
With support for the cause of farmworkers’ rights, 
the trees planted by my grandfather will flourish and 
grow strong, supporting an entire ecosystem. 

Through the Desert: Meditations on a Trip to Joshua Tree   
by Phuong Bui ’16

Over our March break, a group of 11 Loomis 
students and two faculty advisors, Ms. Hinchman and 
Ms. Conger, spent almost three weeks in the American 
Southwest. Our trip included hiking four times, seeing 
at least five desert animals I’ve never seen before, 
learning how to identify at least seven different plants 
from six wildlife biologists, breathing wilderness air 
eight hours a day, and becoming significantly more tan 
than I was in New England.

The Alvord Center for Global and Environmental 
Studies partnered with Earthwatch Institute to 
coordinate a unique volunteer experience for 
Loomis students at Joshua Tree National Park in 
San Bernardino County, 
California. Known for its 
severe droughts in recent 
years, California is an 
example of the alarming 
reality of climate change, 
particularly with regards 
to the decline of Joshua 
trees, a plant species 
native to Southwestern 
United States. According 
to the park biologists, 
California’s decreasing 
precipitation levels and 
increasing temperature 
have seriously impeded the 
growth of young trees and 
the reproduction rate of 
old ones. Initially cruising 
through the park in white 
Suburbans, we spotted 
Joshua trees that stoop 
instead of standing straight, 
a sign that marks water 
scarcity.

Because the park spans 
almost 800,000 acres, our 
long car rides from one 
macro plot to the next were 
perfect for data collecting 
sessions. Our group of 
students and teachers 
became “citizen scientists” Joshua Tree National Park – San Bernadino County, California

“What we are seeking is, just as they say, ‘I am a 
professional attorney’ or ‘I am a professional businessman or 
a professional banker,’ that it be, ‘My profession is working in 
the fields, and from there God gave me my living, not to live 
wealthy, but at least with the basic necessities that the rest of 
society is used to.’ That is what we are asking.” 

–Antonio Orendain in a 1974 radio interview

(as opposed to professional ones), whose jobs included 
identifying plant species, measuring height and width 
of plants, recording ecological living conditions, 
counting square coverage on the ground, and having 
fun. With our data, the “professional” scientists can 
begin assembling a database that concludes how 
climate change affects desert biodiversity, which plant 
species can flourish despite harsh conditions, and 
why. Considering the vast area of the park and the 
meticulous nature of the job, one can see why citizen 
scientists are crucial to research projects of this scale.

Besides the days in the field when 10mph winds 
breezed through our hair and coarse sand was stuck 
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between our toes, we visited the breathtaking sights 
that Twentynine Palms, California has to offer. At Keys 
View, specifically at the top of Little San Bernardino 
Mountains, we saw the marvelous panoramic view of 
the Coachella Valley, including the San Andreas Fault. 
Later that day we hiked the 49 Palms Oasis Trail, 
where biologists Kristen Lalumiere and Jeff Rangitsch 
pointed out and then chased a dozen chuckwallas 
and a few snakes, and Tyler Green educated us on 
the meaning of wilderness and preservation. The day 
ended with a lecture at UC Riverside on the future of 
California plant diversity, in which the speaker, Susan 
Harrison, posed a thought-provoking question: If 
climate change isn’t changing, how long are we going 
to keep doing conservation and restoration work? Left 
bedazzled and inspired, some of us hoped to cultivate 

Upside Down and Inside Out:
Reflections From a History TA     by Ellen O’Brien ’16

I credit my freshman year World History class as 
the course that taught me how to think. This year, 
after taking a different version of the class, now called 
History from the Inside Out, I question facts to 
gain a deeper understanding and try to infer answers 
instead of just memorizing them. Although there has 
been some criticism regarding the course’s emphasis 
on small, specific events (instead of broader “world 
history”), the curriculum’s structure allows a new 
learning style to flourish, enabling students to truly 
immerse themselves in the events of the past. For 
example, while studying the Pequot War, students 
learned about tensions between settlers and Native 
Americans by investigating the bloody fights between 
the two groups. Then, when writing their papers on 
the war, students were prompted to ask important 
questions such as: What caused the tensions between 
the Natives and the English? Why did the English 
believe they needed to destroy the entire Pequot 
population? How did the two groups communicate? 
Upon reflection, each student dove into the material, 
eager to search for evidence to support their thesis. 
Instead of the often-mundane process of drafting 
a paper, these freshmen scholars actually became 
excited to complete the process, thereby transforming 
them from merely freshmen high school students to 
true historians.

As an eager and outspoken student coming into 
Loomis four years ago, I dominated the conversation 
in my World History class, not afraid to argue with 
anyone who disagreed with me. I had not yet learned 
how to listen and how to consider others’ ideas, 
even if they conflicted with my own views. However, 
returning to the freshmen class as a more-matured 
senior, I gained a new outlook. As a TA, I was able 
to listen to various ideas being thrown around instead 
of having to think about my own “participation 

grade.” I even found myself contemplating aspects 
of the Loomis family’s history, the Pequot War, and 
the Roanoke Colony that I had initially written off 
during my freshman year. I realized in my TA role 
that listening can sometimes be more important than 
speaking.

Entering uncharted territory as a TA, I quickly re-
immersed myself in the world of the 17th century and 
gained a unique perspective on the events of the past. 
Partaking in the same course that I took as a freshman 
proved to be an invaluable experience. Between 
the course and my participation in a study abroad 
program, I gained a new understanding of our global 
community. I found myself questioning opinions that 
I had initially agreed with in my freshman year, while 
taking an interest in other cultures’ traditions. Since 
my summer immersion program in Spain, I have 
been able to understand the ideals and goals of the 
Spanish conquistadors to a greater degree, which has 
broadened my worldly perspective, thus helping me 
in my role as a TA. I also hold a new understanding 
of religious conflict and diversity after taking the 
philosophy course Social and Religious Issues in 
Contemporary America. Further, I can comprehend 
colonization in the New World after taking an interest 
in American history. New knowledge has led to a novel 
appreciation of history, which has enabled me to gain 
a different, more globally aware point of view.

Without this course, I never would have learned 
invaluable lessons that I will hold for the rest of 
my life. This course enabled me to have an early 
practice in teaching, being a mentor and advisor to 
younger students, and re-learning material with a new 
perspective. History from the Inside Out has been 
a unique experience from which I have gained new 
knowledge, new understanding, and newfound love 
for teaching and working with students.

our growing interest in environmental studies and 
return one day, not as a volunteer, but as a scientist.

Before returning to New England, we spent our 
last day at Mount San Jacinto State Park, riding the 
tram up 10,834 feet to find ourselves amazed by the 
change in landscape from desert-like yellowed shrubs 
and rocky mountains to mighty pine trees and white 
snow. When it was time to leave, everyone sighed 
but I’m confident that the desert air we breathed, 
the memories we formed, and the friends we made 
have already made an imprint on our life experience. 
I believe that our time at Joshua Tree National Park 
was not only memorable, but also life-changing. 
Who would’ve thought I’d become that one person 
to discourage friends from leaving the water running 
while brushing their teeth?
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build (Stratfor). This bridge will produce considerable 
revenue for both countries by offering an easier, 
more private, and possibly more affordable option to 
travel to the neighboring continent. By joining the 
two countries, the bridge expands travel options by 
offering an alternative to flying between Saudi Arabia 
and Egypt: driving. As millions of Egyptians work and 
travel to Saudi Arabia and thousands of Saudi tourists 
visit Egypt each year, tourism would only grow with 
the bridge, as it would allow people to travel in the 
comfort of their private cars and even save money 
on transportation. More affordable travel would 
also encourage more Muslim Egyptians to make 
the journey to Mecca and achieve one of the five 
major pillars of Islam (Saudi Gazette). In addition to 
improving the popularity of tourism, the construction 
of the bridge would create a large number of labor 
jobs for the struggling Egyptian economy. According 
to Stratfor, Saudi Arabia hopes to create 320,000 
jobs over the next five years as construction on the 
bridge begins. Omar Mawji, a writer for Geopolitical 
Monitor, notes that, despite the struggling post-Arab 
Spring economy, “Saudi Arabia continues to support 
the Egyptian regime in an effort to prevent further 
economic and political unrest” (“Saudi Arabia Comes 
to the Rescue of the Egyptian Economy,” 25 April 
2016). Saudi Arabia is also donating $24 billion worth 
of investments into Egypt, which, aside from the 
bridge, includes a university, residential areas, and a 
power plant in the Sinai region (“Saudi Arabia and 
Egypt to Build Bridge Over Red Sea,” Guardian, 8 
April 2016).

While the Red Sea Bridge has numerous economic 
benefits for both Saudi Arabia and Egypt, not everyone 
is happy with the implications of the deal. Days 
before the announcement, Egypt ceded the Tiran 
and Sanafir Islands to Saudi Arabia as a precursor to 
the deal, which then caused widespread nationalist 
protests (Heather Murdock, “In Egypt, Tensions 
Flare Over Red Sea Islands,” VOA, 15 April 2016). The 
transfer of the islands to the Saudi government allows 
Saudi Arabia to link itself to Egypt by land since the 
proposed path of the bridge would cross over the 
island of Tiran. While much nationalist anger has 
been sparked because many believe ceding the islands 
seems like “a prize given to Saudis in exchange for 
aid,” President el-Sisi maintains that Egypt “didn’t 
relinquish even a grain of sand” (Murdock). The 
Egyptian government asserts that the transfer of the 
islands is only right.  Historically, the Saudi kingdom 

Crossing the Red Sea: Saudi Arabia and Egypt Announce Bridge    
by Hanna Hameedy ’17

The beginning of April marked the start of 
Saudi Arabia’s King Salman’s (on the throne since 
Abdullah’s death in January 2015) long anticipated 
trip to Egypt. During Salman’s five-day visit, the 
Saudi leader announced several new, cooperative 
initiatives between the two countries that focus on 
trade and improving ties (“Saudi Arabia and Egypt 
Announce Red Sea Bridge,” BBC News, 8 April 2016). 
One momentous initiative from the Saudi investment 
plans was a transcontinental bridge over the Red Sea to 
connect Egypt and Saudi Arabia. The announcement 

of the future “King Salman bin Abdel Aziz Bridge” 
concluded a ceremony that celebrated the signing 
of 17 cooperation agreements between Saudi Arabia 
and Egypt (“Bridge of Unity,” Saudi Gazette, 10 April 
2016). While the plan seems like a cutting-edge 
idea to unite the Asian and African continents and, 
thereby, improve trade and transportation, the idea 
of a Red Sea bridge is not a novel concept. In fact, 
the bridge has been a controversial topic since former 
Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak rejected the idea 
outright in 2006 (Rami Galal, “Red Sea Bridge Project 
Resurfaces,” Al-Monitor, 19 April 2016) and former 
President Mohamed Morsi failed to reintroduce the 
idea in 2012 (“Building Bridges Between Egypt and 
Saudi Arabia,” Stratfor, 15 April 2016). Finally coming 
into fruition, the construction of the bridge marks, 
as current Egyptian President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi 
advocated, “a new chapter on the road of Arab joint 
action” (BBC News).

The 25-50 kilometer bridge is estimated to cost 
between $3-4 billion and will take seven years to 

Saudi King Salman (left) and Egyptian President Abdel Fattah el-
Sisi discuss the proposed bridge to be built across the Red Sea

middle east
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protesters claiming that “the islands 
are the straw that broke the camel’s 
back” (Murdock). The ceding of the 
two islands has prompted Egyptians 
to express their discontent with a 
wide range of issues. For instance, 
Khaled Dawoud, former spokesman 
for the Constitution Party of Egypt, 
claimed that the protests are about 
“the overall performance of President 
Sisi, the way he treats us, the unilateral 
decisions, [and] the arrests of young 
men and women” (Kareem Fahim, 
“Egyptians Denounce President Sisi 
in Biggest Rally in Two Years,” New 
York Times, 15 April 2016).

Overall, the construction of the 
King Salman Bridge, as well as the 
other 17 other cooperative projects 
that Saudi Arabia will start in Egypt, 
seem economically beneficial to both 
countries; however, some domestic 
Egyptian resistance to the bridge and 
dissatisfaction with the government 
may impede its construction if the 
protests get stronger. Despite the 

signing of a revolutionary agreement and the generous 
investment already made by the Saudi government, 
the building of the bridge is very dependent on how 
events play out in Egypt. The recent protests may just 
be a bump in the road of Saudi-Egyptian relations, 
or they could derail the project and render the trans-
continental bridge back to a far too controversial idea.

had legal and historical sovereignty over the islands 
until 1950, when Saudi Arabia gave the islands to 
Egypt to protect them against Israel. However, since 
the relinquishment of the islands, there have been 
the largest protests in Egypt for two years, with many 

Balancing the Bubble: Dubai’s Building Boom    by Sophie Christiano ’17

Dubai is the largest city in the United Arab 
Emirates, located on the southeastern shore of the 

Arabian Peninsula on the Persian Gulf. Much of 
its development over the past decade stems from 
its historical role as a trading hub, a role that dates 
back to the days of the Silk Road, where merchants 
exchanged prized fabrics and spices, which in part 
created prosperity in the Gulf region. Today, the long 
held link between Dubai and China grows as China’s 
economy continues to expand, increasing its reliance 
on Middle Eastern oil from the Gulf region. Since trade 
has risen 200% between Asia and the Middle East 
from 2000 to 2010, Dubai and the surrounding region 
has economically thrived (Angela Shah and Stanley 
Reed, “A Modern Silk Road Between Asia and the 
Middle East,” New York Times, 1 May 2012). As the ties 
between the two regions are strengthened, especially 
with China, Asia becomes even more dependent on 
the Gulf ’s oil, which benefits Dubai by sending a 
gushing stream of profits its way. As the United Arab 
Emirates’ economy has flourished, it has invested 
heavily in trade and infrastructure. By erecting lavish 

The 30 mile bridge will stretch from Ras Nasrani, close to the 
Egyptian resort of Sharm el-Sheikh, to Ras Hamid in northwestern 
Saudi Arabia.

Dubai plans to build the earth’s tallest skyscraper, inspired by the 
Hanging Gardens of Babylon. The Tower will be a centerpiece of 
Dubai’s 2020 World Expo.
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and grandiose structures such as its massive airport 
or the world’s tallest building, Dubai hopes to attract 
even more business and tourism (Jeremy Khan, “Dubai 
Insists the Boom is Not A Bubble This Time Around,” 
Bloomberg, 28 October 2014).

Despite the extravagant and economically 
burgeoning reputation of Dubai, the city was quite 
affected by the worldwide economic downturn in 
recent years. Since the market collapse and recession 
of 2008, Dubai has experienced numerous economic 
setbacks, which halted somewhat the building boom 
and created record levels of poverty. Conveniently, 
after a period of stagnation and extreme deficit, the 
Arab Spring of 2011 brought people who sought refuge 
to Dubai (Stanley Reed, “The Dubai You Don’t Know,” 
New York Times, 4 May 2012). With the influx of new 
people, Dubai’s leader, 
Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Rashid Al Maktoum, 
realized that attracting 
new companies and 
tourists could help boost 
its economy and allow the 
city to resume building 
itself into an opportunity-
driven city as great as 
New York or Hong 
Kong. Since successfully 
creating a city that young 
entrepreneurs seek out, 
Dubai has started to 
make itself a competitor 
to other major cities and 
because surrounding areas 
such as Qatar and Abu Dhabi are imitating Dubai and 
its development, the city has begun creating an image 
for itself. 

In 2015, despite the economic setbacks, Dubai 
urged forward more amazing, albeit expensive, 
construction projects. Setting out to add “a rainforest 
in the desert, the world’s largest shopping mall, and 
the tallest twin towers on Earth” (Mark Lobel, “Is 
Dubai’s Construction Boom Sustainable?,” BBC, 25 
March 2015), Dubai continues to feed its economic 

and architectural ambition. The continuation of 
the building boom was aided not only by large 
foreign investment and loans, but also by the second 
construction boom that blossomed in 2013 when 
property prices rose by over 30%. Yet, the possibility 
of expanding Dubai’s “muddy environmental 
footprint” casts a shadow over the expanding city. 
While the city is not particularly eco-friendly — it is 
one of the world’s worst carbon dioxide polluters — 
the government has made energy efficiency a future 
goal. Zealously attempting to better the city and 
stay ahead of the times, “Dubai’s rulers want 15% of 
electricity from renewables, with 30% less consumed 
per head, by 2030” and are even considering the mass 
installation of solar panels (Lobel).

In 2016 alone, $3 billion have been invested in 
development projects 
such as high-end luxury 
hotels, and commercial, 
retail and other multi-
purpose ventures 
(“Dubai’s Building Boom 
Continues,” First Group, 
18 March 2016). Hopeful 
that the Expo 2020 will 
be hosted in Dubai, many 
different business sectors 
continue to grow in 
response to the expected 
increase in tourism; 
however, the city has yet 
to reap the benefits of 
all the money invested in 
its modern infrastructure 

as “$390.8 billion worth of projects are [still] under 
construction or in the planning stage across the 
emirate” (First Group). As real estate prices rise and 
luxury resorts take off, Dubai proves that the first 
economic boom that fell in the recession is being 
replaced by an even stronger second one (Bloomberg). 
Dubai’s next challenge is to overcome its reputation 
of instability by projecting a future of balance and 
careful development to match its economic power 
and political strength.

Vision 2030: Ending Saudi Arabia’s “Addiction to Oil”    
by Milton Lee ’18

On April 25, Saudi Arabia’s deputy crown prince 
Mohammed bin Salman unveiled the long awaited plan 
to wean the Saudi economy from its dependence on 
oil exports. Main reforms proposed in “Vision 2030” 
revolve around listing roughly 5% of Saudi Aramco 
(formally known as the Saudi Arabian Oil Company) 
through an initial public offering (IPO) on the stock 
market, and channeling the $106 billion profit to be 
derived from the $2 trillion gas and oil giant into what 

would be, when combined with Saudi Arabia’s other 
various assets, the world’s largest sovereign wealth 
fund at nearly $3 trillion—wealthy enough to “buy 
Berkshire Hathaway, Apple, Google, and Microsoft, 
and still [have] change on top” (Stefania Bianchi, Neil 
Callanan, and Matthew Martin, “Saudi Aramco IPO 
Could Raise $106 Billion for Wealth Fund,” Bloomberg, 
7 April 2016). If all goes according to plan, investments 
by the much more prosperous sovereign wealth fund 

The Tower, viewed from Dubai Creek Harbour
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will compensate for the immediate fiscal loss of 
moving away from an industry that makes up 90% of 
current Saudi export earnings (CIA World Factbook). 

Reactions to the plan remain, for the most part, 
cautiously optimistic, said Mohieddine Kronfol, Chief 
Investment Officer for Global Sukuk and Middle East 

Fixed Income at Franklin Templeton Investments, 
noting that “[while] details are still scarce…the 
ambition is evident and the [Saudi] government 
appears confident in embracing technology and 
cultural development in the execution of its 
plans” (Andrew Torchia, Celine Aswad, and Karin 
Strohecker, “Analyst View: Saudi Arabia’s Vision 2030 
Reform Plan,” Reuters, 25 April 2016). As oil prices have 
largely tanked (no pun intended) since mid-2014 with 
the rise of shale and with OPEC’s strategy of hurting 
competition through cutting prices over production, 
the need for divestment and diversification 
has become more apparent than ever (Nasdaq.
com). Especially with “the deputy crown prince 
[taking] an unusually bold lead in addressing the 
challenge,” (“Deputy Crown Prince Launches 
‘Vision 2030,’” Economist, 26 April 2016) the 
centralized and systematic approach to cure 
Saudi Arabia of what he has termed “addiction 
to oil” has so far facilitated an encouraging start 
to what certainly looks to be a complex and 
arduous process (Simeon Kerr and Anjli Raval, 
“Saudi Arabia Pledges Economic Overhaul to 
End ‘Addiction to Oil,’” Financial Times, 25 April 
2016).

Reorganization of Saudi infrastructure will 
not stop at the fiscal level. Vision 2030 also 
outlines plans to boost the role of the private 
sector from 40% to 65% of GDP by 2030 (Kerr 
and Raval).  Although privatization is certain to 
introduce a greater measure of decentralization 
to the Saudi economy, the government needs 
all the funds it can get if it is to meet its target 

Saudi Defense Minister and Deputy Crown Prince Mohammed 
bin Salman during a press conference in Riyadh in April.

of more than quintupling its non-oil government 
revenue from SR (Saudi Riyal, the national currency)  
163 billion ($43 billion) to SR1 trillion, in what is now 
less than 14 years away (Kerr and Raval). Present-day 
government assets from healthcare to education to 
mining are to become available to the private sector. 
Rapid privatization, however, often results in job loss 
and may impede the goal to reduce unemployment 
from 11.6% to 7%. With the plan still not completely 
detailed, it is difficult to conclude if the numbers do 
add up, but the fiscal targets from the privatization 
program criticized as being “unrealistic” by The 
Economist may just be offset by the titanic value of 
the 5% Aramco IPO, which would be, in the words 
of Fortune’s Cyrus Santi, “by far the largest IPO in 
history, some 20 times more than what Alibaba raised 
when it went public last year” (“Why a Saudi Aramco 
IPO Makes Absolutely No Sense for Saudi Arabia,” 
Fortune, 13 January 2016).

A perhaps under-considered facet of the plan 
is, however, Saudi Arabia’s all too probable loss of 
political power in giving up its current dominant role 
in OPEC. Even as, according to Shakeel Sarwar, Asset 
Manager Head at Bahrain’s Securities and Investments 
CO, “the Saudi stock market’s depth and breadth will 
improve considerably,” control over oil is what gave 
Saudi Arabia and OPEC the power to nearly isolate 
Israel in the 1973 Yom Kippur War, and arguably is 
what still gives Saudi Arabia the political gumption 
required to routinely carry out human rights violations 
without fear of serious reproach (Torchia, et al.). Only 
the future will tell if Saudi Arabia has set its course to 
prematurely deserting a still profitable enterprise, or 
if it had wisely escaped the Venezuelan fate. However, 
no matter how the reforms are analyzed, one thing is 
certain: there will be no going back.
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bottled water but, unfortunately, the great majority 
could not afford to do so. Hence, crowds of desperate 
people emerged from every part of the city to claim 
the precious resource.

For more than 3,000 years of India’s history, 
the country’s caste system has created divisions of 
people according to their social status. Under such 
a system, a few were heralded as priests from birth, 
while others were labeled as “untouchables” and 
condemned to cleaning public facilities and living 
in gruesome conditions for the rest of their lives. 
After its independence from Britain in 1947, India 
outlawed the caste system in its 1949 constitution. 
Furthermore, the state later initiated a national quota 
system that reserved government jobs and places in 
universities for members of lower castes. “By 1990, 
49% of quota-related jobs and admissions had been set 
aside for people from tribes and lower social groups,” 
write Harmeet Shah Singh and Susannah Cullinane 
(“Agreement with Delhi Caste Protesters Reached 
After Clashes, Water Disruption,” CNN, 23 February 
2016). Despite reforms to eradicate the caste system 
and efforts to promote equality, the structure is still 
pervasive in India. 

In the case of Haryana, the protests ensued, not 
by the aggravated underprivileged, but by the rural, 
yet relatively prosperous, Jat community. For the Jats, 
the new quota of reserving jobs for the previously 
lower caste groups is seen as not only unfair but also 
detrimental to their own advancement. Under the new 
system, a student with a backward class certificate (a 
document that classifies one as coming from a socially 
and educationally underprivileged caste) can get into 
a top university much more easily than their peers 
who require significantly higher grades for admission. 
Moreover, the same goes for government jobs, as 
those without the classification of backward class are 
left to fight for half of all the available jobs (since the 
other half are already reserved for people of the lower 
caste) (Ravi Agrawal, “India’s Caste System: Outlawed, 
But Still Omnipresent,” CNN, 23 February 2016). 
In the highly competitive Indian culture, this has 
inadvertently fomented frustration and resentment, 
culminating in the recent Jat protests. 

New Delhi’s water crisis was one of the many 
consequences of the Haryana Jat protests. Although 
the army eventually regained control and ended the 
violent demonstrations, it took more than three to 
four days before normal supplies of water resumed 
to affected areas (“India Caste Unrest: Ten Million 

Water Crisis in New Delhi: A Window Into Deeper Unrest
by Rosie Park ’18

Crowds of men, women, young, and old all emerge, 
seemingly out of nowhere, to gather around a truck 
with a water tank. In their hands are buckets, kettles, 
tin cans, pots, pans – anything that can hold water. 
A man jostles around for space; a woman walks up 
to the water tank and starts filling up her container. 
Behind her, ten people shout, “Don’t take more than 
two buckets!” In the distance, a young girl around 
the age of five drags along with a jerry can filled with 
water, too heavy for her. Another elderly woman in 
her late seventies makes her third trip down to the 

water truck. For many residents, this is the first sight 
of water they have had in the past three days. This is 
the daily life for more than ten million citizens in New 
Delhi, as water shortage hits the capital (Huizhong 
Wu, “Protests Throw Light on India’s Water Crisis,” 
CNN, 25 February 2016).

New Delhi was thrown into turmoil in the middle 
of February when supplies of running water were cut 
short for more than 24 hours. The crisis began when 
the protesting Jats in Haryana, a northern Indian 
state surrounding New Delhi, took control of the 
Munak Canal that supplies around 3/5 of the city’s 
water (“India Caste Unrest: Water Supply ‘Partially 
Restored’ in Delhi,” BBC, 23 February 2016). With 
the water supply cut short, a few scrambled to buy 

Indians fill up canisters and containers with municipal water 
from a tanker in New Delhi in February.
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February 2016). In 2012, the Municipal Corporation 
of Delhi conducted several tests to determine the 
quality of water in houses receiving their supply from 
the Delhi Jal Board. The result was both surprising 
and horrific: 70% of the samples were tested positive 
for contamination (Amitangshu Acharya, “Drinking 
Unsafe Water in India: What Next?” Huffington Post, 
20 July 2015). Contaminations include Escherichia 
coli (E-coli), which causes diarrhea, has high nitrate 
content that may kill babies by reducing their blood 
oxygen content, and contains excessive fluoride that 
leads to fluorosis. 

For those living in New Delhi, the term “water 
crisis” does not just refer to the damage in Munak 
Canal and the temporarily dry faucets. To them, water 
crisis is a daily challenge they face with the unreliable 
supply of hygienic water. Looking at a larger scale, 
such a prolonged, serious water crisis is not just 
happening in New Delhi. Recently there has been an 
outbreak of lead contamination in the water supply of 
Flint, Michigan. As these incidents (and several more) 
prove, water crisis is a global issue that most definitely 
impacts us – and it is time to recognize these problems 
as not just a distant, foreign issue, but a matter that 
even hits close to home.

Just few weeks ago, Loomis Chaffee welcomed 
Sajed Kamal and Pete Dominick to talk to the school 
community about the environment and sustainability 
issues in conjunction with Earth Day.  In a brief 
interview after the convocation, Kamal pointed out, 
“We are drinking the same water, we breathe the same 
air, we stand on the same ground, we are under the 
same sun. [Water crises] has to be a public issue.” In 
response to the question of what young people can 
do to prevent further water crises or environmental 
issues, Dr. Kamal strongly stated, “We have to stop 
wasting water. Conservation is very important. I 
and you can do that.” As a final remark, Dr. Kamal 
encouraged our generation to open our eyes to the 
problems in the world. “And that’s what really is also 
needed: information, education, action.”

Without Water in Delhi,” BBC, 22 February 2016).
Even then, normalcy for residents in India’s capital 

does not mean 24 hours of clean, fresh water that 
we in the West all enjoy and take for granted. New 
Delhi’s water crisis extends beyond just the damaged 
Munak Canal. 

One problem is the unreliable supply of water. 
According to India’s Ministry of Urban Development, 
about 70% of Delhi’s residents receive only three 
hours of running water per day (Huizhong). Manpreet 
Juneja, a research assistant at the Indian Council 
for Research of International Economic Relations, 
accounts for this problem by claiming that more 
than half of the city’s running water leaks out of 
long-neglected pipes before it reaches households. 
The water crisis is aggravated even more when 
considering the safety of Delhi’s water supply. Sunder 
Singh, a Delhi resident, remarks that, “there is no 
water available. Despite boiling it, the water remains 
bitter. We try not to give it to our children” (Soumya 
Pillai, “Water Crisis: Delhiites Drink Dirty Water, 
Sometimes Steal for Survival,” Hindustan Times, 24 

Cavalier Behavior? UVA Student Caught in the Crossfire   
by Claudia Lamprecht ’16

In early January, Otto Warmbier, a 21-year-old 
student at the University of Virginia, planned to leave 
North Korea from Pyongyang Sunan International 
Airport at the end of his five-day trip with a Chinese-
based tour company, Young Pioneer Tours, but 
was detained by North Korean officials after being 
inspected by a customs agent. On March 16, Warmbier 
was sentenced to 15 years of hard labor after allegedly 
“trying to steal a political propaganda poster from 
his hotel in Pyongyang” (Choe Sang-Hun and Rick 
Gladstone, “North Korea Sentences Otto Warmbier, 
U.S. Student, to 15 Years’ Labor,” New York Times, 16 

March 2016). Currently one of three known North 
Americans detained in North Korea, Warmbier faces 
grueling hardship until he is either released from his 
sentence or serves out his time (Laura Wagner, “North 
Korea Sentences American Student Otto Warmbier 
to 15 Years of Prison, Hard Labor,” NPR, 16 March 
2016). 

As Warmbier is not the first American to be 
detained there, White House Press Secretary Josh 
Earnest commented that it is “increasingly clear that 
the North Korean government intends to use these 
[detained] citizens as pawns” (Choe and Gladstone). 
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to have “tested a submarine-
launched ballistic missile 
[last] December” (“Another 
Bombshell,” Economist, 9 
January 2016). Although no 
country has engaged war 
with North Korea because 
of its actions, the UN 
Security Council condemns 
Kim Jong-un’s behavior 
and outside countries are 
seriously considering the 
impact of his power. Earlier 
this year, North Korea’s 
news agency stated that 

the missile test had “guaranteed the eternal future of 
the nation,” which then resulted in other countries 
deciding on sanctions that will hinder North Korea’s 
growth (Economist).

Even though North Korea has so far failed, its 
dangerous behavior is becoming increasingly stressful 
to monitor. After a missile was launched from a 
submarine off the Korean Peninsula in April, one 
United States official stated that, “North Korea’s sub 
launch capability has gone from a joke to something 
very serious. The U.S. is watching this very closely” 
(Don Melvin, Jim Sciutto, and Will Ripley, “North 
Korea Launches Missile from Submarine, South 

Says,” CNN, 24 April 2016). 
Even when North Korea’s 
military weapons tests fail, 
it succeeds in discovering 
information that will 
improve its technologies. 

As North Korea 
becomes increasingly 
aggressive in its military 
tests and continues 
detaining international 
journalists, or even just 
university students, 
numerous countries look 

to China to take charge and enforce sanctions to 
limit the country’s power. Whether by performing 
a ballistic test or detaining a single college student, 
North Korea is testing its boundaries and using 
individuals like Otto Warmbier as pawns to further its 
government control and to increase its world power. 

In 2009, when two 
American female journalists 
were detained, North Korea 
agreed “to grant the two 
[women] amnesty if a high-
level envoy…were willing to 
travel” to the capital (Dan 
Lothian, Ed Homick, Elise 
Labott, and Jill Dougherty, 
“The Story Behind Clinton’s 
Trip to North Korea,” CNN, 
5 August 2009). Later that 
year, North Korea got one of 
the highest profile American 
envoys imaginable: former 
U.S. President Bill Clinton. Clinton travelled to the 
country and returned with Laura Ling and Euna Lee, 
previously sentenced to work in a labor camp. Today 
analysts believe that it is “very likely Kim Jong-un’s 
regime could use [Warmbier] as leverage” in order to 
get another American VIP to meet with the North 
Korean leader (Lothian, et al.). 

In addition to rising tension between the United 
States and the enigmatic communist country, there 
is also an increasing strain in global security after 
North Korea’s missile tests and satellite launches. 
While China’s and North Korea’s estrangement has 
been growing, Beijing has been “implementing…
sanctions, which will 
inhibit…the largest source 
of Pyongyang’s foreign 
exchange earnings with the 
outside world” (Jonathan 
D. Pollack, “China and 
North Korea: The Long 
Goodbye?,” Brookings, 28 
March 2016). Though many 
countries have been wary 
of North Korea’s actions 
for years, since Kim Jong-
un has violated another UN 
Security Council resolution 
by launching a fourth missile test, “China is no longer 
prepared to tolerate the cavalier, near-contemptuous 
attitude of Kim Jong-un” (Pollack). 

Four years into his role as supreme leader, following 
his father Kim Jong-il’s December 2011 death, Kim 
Jong-un has executed numerous missile tests and claims 

Kim Jong-un called the alleged hydrogen bomb test in January 
‘a self-defensive step’ meant to protect the region

Otto Warmbier at a press conference in Pyongyang in 
February. He apologized for taking the propaganda poster, 
calling it “the worst mistake of my life.”

Cyclone Winston Storms Through Fiji     by Rachel Walsh ’17

“Sega na leqa” (pronounced as “senga na lenga”), 
or “no worries,” is the phrase most Fijians live by. 
For the country made up of 332 small, Pacific islands, 
having no worries and working on “island time” is the 
norm. In Fiji, people don’t get too worked up about 
what they do and don’t have; most people celebrate 

the important things, such as family, friends, and the 
simplicity of having a roof above their heads – even 
when, in some remote villages, that roof is shared 
with others. Among the 332 islands, 222 are inhabited, 
while three of those islands hold the majority of the 
nearly 910,000 people who call Fiji home (CIA World 
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Factbook). One of the islands, Viti Levu, is where 
notable cities such as the capital, Suva, and the airport 
town of Nadi are situated, and also where a great 
number of resorts welcome tourists who come to Fiji 
in the summer to escape their northern winter. To 
the northeast is Viti Levu, also known as the Garden 
Island for its abundant species of flora and its roaring 
waterfalls, while further to the right, Taveuni, the third 
largest island, attracts tourists seeking a more remote 
getaway and is home to countless villages. Between 
the happily moving palm trees and the rolling waves 
of clear waters, the Pacific island country seems to be 
the perfect place to relax and let go of one’s worries 
– except when cyclone season hits in November and 
lasts through January.

Fiji has endured numerous cyclones, but the 
worst to make landfall occurred just in February and 
was named Winston. The category five cyclone, the 
equivalent to a category four 
Atlantic hurricane, reached 
winds close to 195 mph, and 
received a rating of 8 out 
of 8 on the Dvorak Scale, 
a technique that measures 
Vernon Dvorak’s method of 
understanding storms hard to 
track on land by using satellites 
(Angela Fritz, “Catastrophic 
Cyclone Winston Bears Down 
on Fiji’s Main Island in Worst 
Case Scenario,” Washington 
Post, 19 February 2016). What 
separates Winston from 
previous storms, such as 
Cyclone Evan in 2012, is that 
Winston made direct landfall 
on the islands, forever making 
February 20-21, 2016 historic 
days for the Pacific region. 

Forty-four people were declared dead, while about 
one-third of the country felt the effects of Winston, 
including 63 villages that were forced to relocate (Sally 
Round, “Shattered and Hurting but Fijians Try to 
Move on From Cyclone Winston,” Radio New Zealand, 
24 April 2016). On February 20, the government 
declared a “State of Natural Disaster,” forcing people 
to take cover. This declaration suggested that the 
situation could last up to 30 days; however, the State 
of Natural Disaster wasn’t actually lifted until April 
19 (nearly 60 days later), in order to “allow the [g]
overnment to carry out emergency and relief work, 
particularly in sending out immediate supplies and 
needs to the affected areas” (PACNews, “State of 
Natural Disaster in Fiji Lifted,” Pacific Islands News 
Association, 19 April 2016). Permanent Secretary for 
Rural and Maritime Development and National 
Disaster Management, Meleti Bainimarama, declared 
that in lifting the State of Natural Disaster, the 

country would begin the rehabilitation portion of the 
process. While organizations such as the Red Cross, 
Red Crescent Societies, and the Australian Defence 
Forces have brought in clean water and food, Fiji’s 
economy will continue to struggle with issues such 
as housing, disease control, and making money from 
their top two industries: sugarcane and tourism (World 
Factbook).

As of March 8, the total damage bill stood at FJD 
(Fijian Dollar) $348 million, or almost USD (U.S. 
Dollar) $17 million (Losalini Bolatagici, “Damage at 
$348 million,” Fiji Times, 8 March 2016). A lot of the 
damages include destroyed homes. In some areas, 
entire villages have been demolished, including one 
on Taveuni called Navakawau, where new school 
buildings, just constructed last June, have been 
flattened. A village on Koro Island (one of the smaller 
of Fiji’s territories) lost its church, community hall, and 

all of the houses that once stood. Mohammed Nadim, 
from the village of Lautoka on Viti Levu, is one of 
many people who have built makeshift homes from 
debris and warped nails in order to protect themselves 
against the winter rains. His “house” of tents and tarps 
holds 11 people and gets absolutely soaked whenever 
it storms. “We feel very exhausted,” he says about 
his current situation of living in shantytowns, the 
new reality of many other residents as well (Round). 
People who were left homeless by Winston can apply 
to receive up to NZ (New Zealand Dollar) $5,000 
(US$3,500) for rebuilding purposes, while an architect 
from Nadi is working to develop cheap yet durable 
housing that will cost NZ$7,000 (USD$5,000). “My 
government’s number one priority is to rebuild Fiji 
back better – better than before, stronger than before,” 
said Prime Minister Frank Bainimarama (Meleti’s 
brother), which puts housing at a high priority as well 
(Round). However, with millions of dollars needed to 
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build this better Fiji, 
housing is also just one 
in a long line of things 
that need attention.

The Fijian islands 
are home to many 
mosquitoes, so many 
that the CDC (Center 
for Disease Control) 
added them to the list 
of countries travelers 
should be cautious 
of due to the Zika 
virus. Despite the fact 
that Zika holds the 
spotlight of mosquito-
borne illnesses at the 
moment, Fiji also 
fears dengue fever as 
well as chikungunya. Five days after Winston made 
landfall, the Fiji Times published a story noting that 131 
cases of dengue fever had been reported in the country, 
further stating that “with an increase in mosquito-
borne diseases expected after the cyclone, people 
have been reminded to destroy mosquito breeding 
grounds” (Mere Naleba, “131 Cases of Dengue Fever,” 
25 February 2016). In April, mosquito and disease 
control are still considered urgent needs, and Fiji has 
been asking for a loan of US$39 million to help this 
cause (“Fiji Still in Need of Humanitarian Aid After 
Cyclone Winston,” Xinhua: Asian-Pacific Edition, 21 
April 2016). As is, Fiji has very limited hospital space, 
with a hospital bed density of two beds for every 
1,000 people and 0.43 physicians for every 1,000 
people (World Factbook). With finite health resources, 
it makes more sense for disease to be stopped at the 
source by eliminating mosquitoes to the best of the 
country’s ability. Disease control is another addition 
to the growing list of Winston’s long-term impacts.

Another area suffering from Winston’s attack is 
Fiji’s industry. As mentioned earlier, the economy 
makes the most money off of the production of 
sugarcane and tourism. Winston flattened, along 
with villages, extensive fields of crops. With the 
agriculture sector suffering, prices for vegetables 
have increased to ridiculous amounts, about a 1000% 
percent of the original price (Girish Sawlani, “Cyclone 
Winston: Lautoka Venders, Consumers Reeling From 
Skyrocketing Vegetable Prices,” Australian Broadcasting 

Corporation News, 21 
April 2016). While 
sugarcane can, of 
course, be replanted, 
the crop can take 
up to 24 months 
to grow, predicting 
Fiji’s sugarcanes to 
recuperate in 2018 
(Sawlani). In addition 
to losing its best crop, 
the economy has also 
suffered due to the 
lack of tourism. In 
2015, around 755,000 
tourists visited the 
island, accounting 
for 30 percent of the 
country’s revenue 

outside of agriculture (World Factbook). Even without 
the issues that Winston has caused, Fiji’s economy 
hasn’t been that strong. About 31 percent of the 
population, or close to 300,000 people, resides below 
the poverty line, and industrial production growth 
is at 2.2% (World Factbook). With the damages from 
Winston, lack of industry will further exacerbate its 
impact into the future.

To the United States, Cyclone Winston came as 
sad news on February 20, but afterwards the U.S. 
moved on and spent a limited amount of time aiding 
humanitarian efforts. Two months later, Fiji is still 
struggling with its debts and trying to rebuild the 
islands to their previous states. While immediate 
needs for food and clean water have been fulfilled, 
Fiji still needs a solution for housing, disease, and 
industry. As much as the natives try to live by “sega 
ne leqa,” the current situation of their country 
creates a lot of worries. It’s difficult to predict how 
long the reconstruction period will take and it’s even 
more difficult to rely on Mother Nature to not throw 
another storm at the islands. 

However, survivors of Winston maintain hope. 
They smile through their struggle and keep their 
faith high, with optimistic dreams of returning back 
to normal life within the year. For now, Fiji aims to 
make progress little by little in re-planting its crops 
and attending to the needs of food and water, hoping 
that the road to full recovery won’t be too long.

“Comfort Women” or Sex Slaves? 
Examining the Overlooked War Crime    by Kevin Jung ’17

What comes to mind when you hear the phrase 
“comfort women?” Prostitution, brothels? I don’t 
think so. “Comfort women” or ianfu in Japanese, was a 
euphemism “coined by imperial Japan to refer to young 

A Total service station is seen destroyed in Ba Town, Fiji after Cyclone Winston 
blasted through the island nation in February.

females of various ethnic and national backgrounds 
and social circumstances,” mainly Korean and 
Chinese, “who were forced to offer sexual services to 
Japanese troops before and during the Second World 
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and had their bodies destroyed. Despite all the forced 
service, mental instability, and physical assault they 
had gone through, the women were simply abandoned 
when the war was over. Left lonely without any 
assistance, they could not even return to their home 
country due to the immense sense of shame. 

Today, what these former “comfort women” (and 
advocates on their behalf) want is formal recognition, 
an apology, an inclusion of such malice in textbooks and 
educational systems in Japan, and a fund (sponsored 
by the Japanese government) to help these women 
recuperate from such heavily traumatic experiences.

The Japanese government, eluding international 
investigation of the human atrocities until recent 
spontaneous outcries from the victims, escaped its 
responsibility throughout the rest of the 20th century. 

Even more, Nakasone, 
the mastermind 
behind the system, 
became the prime 
minister of Japan from 
1982-1987, reflecting 
the government’s 
failure to respond 
appropriately to its war 
actions. Only after the 
group of 46 surviving 
Korean women filed 
a class-action lawsuit 
against the Japanese 
government for human 
rights violations did it 
publicly acknowledge 
the existence of 
military brothels 
and the forceful and 
deceptive measures 
taken to “recruit” 

those women; however, the Japanese government still 
denied legal responsibility and only set up the Asian 
Women’s Fund in 1995, a fund that was sustained 
only by private citizens’ donations. Enraged by such 
indifference, the women rejected the fund, and it 
collapsed in 2007. Under Prime Minister Shinzō Abe, 
the Japanese government returned to the nationalist 
claim that women volunteered for the positions of sex 
slaves and portrayed the Japanese military as a victim 
of false accusations. 

However, the international community officially 
recognizes the actions of Japan during World War II as 
crimes against humanity. According to the International 
Criminal Court, “war crimes include violation of laws 
and customs applicable in the Rome Statute, including 
rape, sexual slavery, and forced pregnancy or any other 
form of sexual violence.” Yes, these “comfort women” 
were sex slaves; yes, the Japanese government has 
known the atrocities happened; and yes, it does hold 
both legal and moral responsibility for these crimes. 

War” (C. Sarah Soh, “Japan’s Responsibility Toward 
Comfort Women Survivors,” Japan Policy Research 
Institute Working Paper No. 77, May 2001). Estimated 
to range between 50,000 and 200,000, the number 
of such military prostitutes not only indicates the 
scale of this atrocity, but also points to a common 
code of conduct discovered after wars: crimes against 
humanity. 

Established by Yasuhiro Nakasone, a lieutenant 
paymaster in the Japanese Imperial Navy, “the 
comfort station,” or military brothel, was set up to 
assuage the gloom of the battlefield and was meant to 
help soldiers avoid violence, sexual misconduct, and 
disorderly behaviors (Mindy Kotler, “The ‘Comfort 
Women’ and Japan’s War on Truth,” New York Times, 14 
November 2014). Initiated by Nakasone, every part 
of the Japanese navy 
and military started 
to replicate those 
brothels wherever they 
were stationed. Thus, 
“comfort women” came 
from all parts of Asia—
China, Taiwan, Dutch 
nationals in Indonesia, 
and from Japan itself—
but the great majority 
were from Korea. 
Although some women, 
especially those from 
Japan, were speculated 
as having “voluntarily” 
supported the military 
camps as prostitutes, 
most of the Korean 
“comfort women” were 
abducted, deceived, and 
transported to illegal 
military brothels (Ami Lynch, “Comfort Women,” 
Encyclopædia Britannica, 12 January 2016).

The experience in the brothels proved appallingly 
bestial. Every day, regardless of time, these women had 
to serve 30 to 40 men (Keith Howard, “True Stories 
of the Korean Comfort Women,” Cassell Global Issue 
Series, 1995) . The women were subjected to rape, often 
without protection, leading to the risk of sexually 
transmitted disease, sexual harassment, and physical 
assault. According to one of the former Korean 
“comfort women” survivors, Lee Ok-Seon, a military 
brothel “was not a place for human beings. It was a 
slaughterhouse…We were often beaten, threatened 
and attacked with knives. Many girls committed 
suicide. They drowned or hung themselves” (Esther 
Felden, “Former Comfort Woman Tells Uncomforting 
Story,” Deutsche Welle, 9 February 2013). Moreover, 
sexually transmitted diseases such as syphilis were 
so easily contracted in the stations that most women 
became fatally sick, lost their ability to reproduce, 

Activists for comfort women erected a statue of a girl that they call a 
‘peace monument’ outside the Japanese embassy in Seoul in December 
2011.
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After years of 
denial and avoidance 
in approaching the 
subject, international 
outcry and pressure 
from the Korean 
government increased, 
finally coercing the 
Japanese government 
into accepting requests 
for negotiation on the 
unresolved issue. In 
December 2015, the 
Korean and Japanese 
governments reached 
a compromise. With 
a set of concessions 
from both sides, the 
deal was set with the 
following points: Japan 
will provide $83 million as reparations for the former 
“comfort women,” along with a formal apology from 
Japan’s prime minister and the acceptance of “deep 
responsibility” (“Japan and South Korea Agree WW2 
‘Comfort Women’ Deal,” BBC, 28 December 2015). If 
Japan fulfills its promises, South Korea, in return, would 
deem the matter resolved and consider removing a 
statue symbolizing “comfort women,” located outside 
the Japanese embassy in Seoul, a sign of protest 
erected by activists in 2011. Although both sides, led by 
Prime Minister Abe and South Korean President Park 
Geun-hye, have agreed to refrain from making blatant 
criticisms of each other 
(in the international 
community), it should 
be noted that during 
these talks was the 
first time that the 
Korean government 
could get Japan to take 
an official stance on 
the issue, from mere 
a c k n o w l e d g e m e n t 
of the atrocities to 
financial reparations. 
However, activists 
and the 46 survivors 
heavily criticized the 
deal. Former “comfort 
women” such as Lee 
Yong-Soo and Korean 
activists were appalled 
by the insubstantial 
concessions from the 
Japanese government and the Korean government’s 
independent actions without consulting the survivors 
(BBC). The women argue that they have been robbed 
of a chance to voice their demands and, fair enough, 

it was an odd way of 
negotiating in which 
the central group of 
people most concerned 
with the issue was not 
included. With the deal 
sealed, the 46 survivors 
still unanimously 
voice discontent and 
continue to fight for 
more; however, the 
Korean and Japanese 
governments seem 
satisfied with the 
reparations agreement 
for now. 

The Japanese 
g o v e r n m e n t , 
surprisingly, was met 
with backlash as well, 

as some citizens demand that the government fully 
acknowledge past atrocities and leave the statue of a 
“comfort woman” in front of the embassy in Seoul to 
remind themselves of their shameful crimes (Jonathan 
Soble, “South Korean and Japanese Leaders Feel 
Backlash From ‘Comfort Women’ Deal,” New York 
Times, 29 December 2015). Some ultranationalists, 
nonetheless, call Abe a “rotten traitor,” regarding the 
agreement as “the biggest stain on [his] diplomatic 
record” (Soble). Furthermore, the Chinese and 
Taiwanese governments have demanded the Japanese 
government to negotiate with them as well; they 

believe that only talking 
to Korea reflects 
Japan’s unwillingness 
to face the full 
consequences of its 
actions (Neil Connor, 
“Japan Second World 
War ‘Comfort Women’ 
Apology Criticized in 
China,” Telegraph, 30 
December 2015). All 
in all, the deal marked 
a groundbreaking 
first step of bilateral 
g o v e r n m e n t a l 
recognition of this 
atrocious war crime 
that happened half a 
century ago; perhaps 
it is the last step as 
well, judging by the 
Korean government’s 

complacency.
Discontent with the government’s passive 

attitude, and perhaps ineptitude, South Korean 
activists continue to spread the awareness in the 

Japan’s Prime Minister Shinzo Abe (left) and South Korea’s President Park 
Geun-hye agreed in November to accelerate talks on the issue.

Former South Korean “comfort women” watch a news report in December 
2015 as they wait for the result of meeting between foreign ministers of 
South Korea and Japan at the ‘House of Sharing,’ a special shelter for these 
victims, in Gwangju, South Korea.
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global community with the provocative film, Spirits’ 
Homecoming. Funded by 75,000 individuals, the 
film portrayed the horrors of the “comfort women” 
experience. With positive feedback coming from 
domestic viewers and the global community alike, 
the film was poignant and educational, even to some 
Japanese viewers who were not initially exposed 
to the issue. The director, Cho Jung-rae, speaks 
hopefully, “the grandmothers told me…I should make 
it well that their stories could be told…I hope that 
this movie spreads like wild grass…so that there is 
no more war and no more suffering for women and 
children” (Jee Heun Kahng, “Film Depicting Horrors 
Faced by Comfort Women for Japan Army Tops Korea 
Box Office,” Reuters, 3 March 2016). With a warm 
attitude and well-intended awareness campaign, the 
Korean activists and the 46 survivors fight with vigor 
and determination for one purpose: a better, global 
recognition of such history and a proper, accurate 
education on the history of war crimes for future 
generations. To them, letting their stories of pain and 
victimization get obliterated over time is the most 
fearful matter. 

As a writer and as a Korean, I probably cannot 
maintain an absolutely neutral stance on this issue. 
Nonetheless, forced sex slavery, rape, and physical 
assault with weapons inflicted on these women seem 
like a set of clear violations of jus cogens, a crime 
against humanity that is universally recognized by 
international law. The lack of global recognition, 

corollary trials, investigation, and punishment also 
seems far from being sufficient and proper in the world 
we claim that we live in, a world that thrives for peace 
and improves by recognizing past errors. Exploitation 
of these tens of thousands of innocent young women 
gained less attention and reparations compared to the 
Western atrocities that often involved concentration 
camps, massacres, genocides, and other crimes against 
humanity. Of course, as the mass-circulated Korean 
newspaper, JoongAng Ilbo (“The Central Times”) noted 
in an editorial, “you can choose your friends, but not 
your neighbors. Both nations must move forward.” 
The recent governmental negotiations seem to reflect 
such effort to move forward and maintain a strong 
traditional economic and political Korea-U.S-Japan 
alliance (Soble). However, that doesn’t mean that 
such historical atrocities should be able to disappear 
without sufficient global recognition and constant 
reminders to our future generations. As Winston 
Churchill once said, “a nation that forgets its past 
has no future.” Koreans, Japanese, and the global 
community must remember this. Whether or not the 
deal could close further debate, whether or not the 
issue needs to be dropped for better international 
relationships, we should never forget the atrocity, the 
pains, and the history that accompanies our journey 
into the future. They’re not “comfort women,” but sex 
slaves.

Saving Face? Facebook’s Future in China     by Michelle Zhou ’17

Since the early 
2000s, Facebook has 
been famously banned 
in China because of 
its role in Xinjiang, an 
autonomous region 
within the People’s 
Republic of China. In 
light of the Urumqi 
attacks in 2009, the 
Chinese government 
consequently banned 
the use of Facebook 
because Xinjiang 
independence activists 
were using it as a 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n s 
network. Ever since 

then, access to Facebook has been non-existent in 
every part of Mainland China (Kristina Zucchi, “Why 
Facebook Is Banned in China,” Investopedia, 29 April 
2015).

However, because of the prevalent use of social 
media, Facebook CEO Mark Zuckerberg hopes 

to change his company’s broken relations with the 
Chinese government. He holds strong personal 
affiliations with China; his wife is of Chinese 
heritage and he can speak fluent Mandarin. Recently, 

President Xi Jinping, center, meets Mark Zuckerberg, Facebook’s 
founder and chief executive, as Lu Wei, China’s top internet 
regulator looks on.
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Zuckerberg travelled to Beijing to meet Liu Yunshan, 
the director of the Chinese Communist Party’s 
Propaganda Department, eager to discuss Facebook’s 
future in the country. Reportedly, they touched 
upon topics of censorship 
and a future compromise 
between Facebook and the 
Chinese government. News 
agency Xinhua quoted Liu 
commending Zuckerberg for 
his “cooperative” attitude 
with Chinese regulations 
and “hopes [Facebook] can 
strengthen exchanges, share 
experiences and improve 
mutual understanding with 
China’s Internet companies” 
(Maya Kosoff, “Mark 
Zuckerberg Met With 
China’s Propaganda Chief,” 
Vanity Fair, 21 March 2016).

Facebook currently has 
a market valuation of $350 
billion, even without users 
from China. According to 
CNN Money’s Paul R. La Monica, Facebook has 
become the 6th most valuable company in America 
(“Why Facebook Could One Day Be Worth $1 
Trillion,” 28 April 2016); however, it still has much to 
gain with an expansion into China. If Facebook were 
to re-enter the social media market in the world’s 
most populous nation, it would have an even larger 
consumer base. China’s current population is 1.3 
billion people, with 47.95% between ages 25-54 (CIA 
World Factbook), the age at which people most often 
use social media. 

Another application that has experienced massive 
economic benefits 
from a target consumer 
audience in China is 
WeChat. WeChat is 
a 4-year old Chinese 
app that is sort of 
a combination of 
WhatsApp, Facebook, 
and Skype. Although it 
was invented only four 
years ago, by August 
2015 its net worth had 
reached $83.6 billion 
and had 600 million 
monthly active users 
(Steven Millward, 
“WeChat Valued at 
$83.6 Billion, Half of 
Tencent’s Market Cap: 
HSBC,” Tech In Asia, 18 
August 2015). Similarly, 

Facebook Messenger also has around 600 million 
monthly active users despite not being available 
in China (Kosoff, “This Chinese Messaging App Is 
Taking the Country by Storm — and Facebook Should 

Pay Attention,” Business 
Insider, 10 August 2015). As 
such, expanding into China 
could potentially double 
the amount of Facebook 
Messenger’s active users.

On a macro-scale, 
rebuilding Facebook in 
China would not only benefit 
the company itself, but 
also contribute to China’s 
economy. As Maya Kosoff 
noted, “Chinese businesses 
could use Facebook to 
reach markets outside of 
the country, which would 
eventually strengthen 
China’s slowing economy” 
(Vanity Fair). Although 
Facebook has slowed down 
its growth in new users from 

2009 to the present, it can re-establish itself as a 
dominant company and provide secure and solid social 
media for China’s hundreds of millions of citizens.

Yet there are drawbacks that come with the potential 
benefits. The so-called “Great Firewall of China” 
censors not only Facebook, but also other common 
sites like Google. When Google was first blocked, the 
company reached out to the Chinese government, 
which then offered a compromise: Google would be 
allowed in China only if specific keywords (such as 
references to the 1989 Tiananmen Square protests) 
were censored (Geoff Dyer and Richard Waters, 

“Google’s China 
Compromise Stuns 
Observers,” Financial 
Times, 9 July 2010); 
however, Google’s 
founders strongly 
believed in its principle 
to search anything 
on the internet 
and so declined the 
compromise; to this 
day, Google cannot 
be accessed in China. 
Therefore, a primary 
concern for Facebook 
is if it joins China’s 
internet base, would it 
be the same in China 
as it is in the United 
States? “Given China’s 
regulatory restrictions 

Mark and his wife, Priscilla Chan, with their daughter Maxima 
(“Max”) Chan Zuckerberg send greetings for a Happy Chinese 
New Year in February.

Facebook co-founder and chief executive Mark Zuckerberg, front right, 
running past Tiananmen gate, the entrance to the Forbidden City, in 
Beijing, in March. This seemingly-casual jog stirred debate about the 
city’s air pollution as well as internet censorship of the 1989 protests at 
Tiananmen Square.



41

She Who Must Not Be Trifled With     by Cynthia Hui ’17

Tsai Ing-wen, informally named “Little Ying” by 
Taiwanese social media, proved to not be so little after 
all when she took a 56.1% majority of the vote to end 
Kuomintang’s (KMT) 
eight-year regime, 
which has been marked 
by lackluster growth, 
social inequality, and 
frequent protests 
occupying the streets of 
Taiwan in its later days. 
In this election, Tsai’s 
party, the Democratic 
Progressive Party 
(DPP), established 
in 1986, won 68 out 
of 113 seats in the 
Taiwanese parliament, 
overshadowing KMT’s 
relatively meager 35 
seats (Alison Hsiao, 
“Elections: DPP to Control Legislative Yuan,” Taipei 
Times, 17 January 2016). This was Tsai’s second attempt 
at the presidency after being defeated in 2012 to the 
dominant KMT’s Ma Ying-jeou, with 45.6% to Ma’s 
51% of the vote (“Ma Defeats Tsai by Over 790,000 
Votes,” China Post, 15 January 2012). Having studied 
abroad in the UK and the U.S., Tsai stated that she 
admired Margaret Thatcher’s pragmatism and self-
confidence, and found inspiration from Angela 
Merkel (Julian Ryall and Richard Spencer, “China 
Sends Warning to Taiwan as It Prepares to Elect First 
Woman President,” Telegraph, 1 January 2016). Under 
her government, Taiwan would most likely see a 
regime of open-mindedness and cosmopolitan ideals. 

In a country where the last woman leader was 
Empress Wu (A.D. 624 to A.D. 705) during the 
Tang dynasty, Tsai symbolizes a revolution in gender 
equality to feminists in China. Her speeches during 
her campaign addressed social issues like women’s 
leadership, workplace equality, and female political 
involvement, and Tsai showed enthusiastic support for 
the “Gender Equality in Employment Act” in Taiwan in 
2015 (Susanna Morris, “Tsai Ing-wen Elected Taiwan’s 

First Female President,” About News, 28 February 2016). 
The proposal granted women maternity leave rights, 
prohibited gender discrimination in employment, and 

reinforced anti-sexual 
harassment laws.

This was also the 
first time that the 
country’s founding 
party (KMT) has been 
displaced since the 
Communist Party of 
China pushed KMT 
out of the mainland 
towards the end of 
the civil war in 1949. 
Once enemies with 
China, the Taiwanese 
government under 
KMT has built closer 
relations with trade 
pacts to improve on 

Chinese-Taiwanese economic connections. Tsai has 
criticized the KMT’s economic decisions, arguing 
that the government failed to protect the benefits 
and priorities of Taiwanese enterprises from Chinese 
competition and instead contributed to weakening 
domestic economy (Loa Lok Sin, “KMT’s Economic 
Policies ‘Outdated’: Tsai Ing-wen,” Taipei Times, 6 
September 2015). Rather than maintaining a friendly 
relationship with China, like KMT did, the Democratic 
Progressive Party is for independence from China, but 
is in no hurry to realize the goal. Surprisingly, China 
has remained neutral to the DPP position; according 
to China’s official newspaper Renmin Ribao (“The 
People’s Daily”), the PRC has accepted the defeat of 
the KMT, but warned that refusal for compromise and 
engagement in further negotiations would deteriorate 
the already tense relationship.

Tsai’s policies, which were mainly focused on the 
flailing economy, won her the majority of her votes 
from the younger generation. On her Facebook page, 
Tsai outlined three main goals that the DPP hopes 
to achieve during its legislative session: solving the 
problem of the aging population, mobilization of 

Tsai Ing-wen, the first female president of Taiwan

on the internet, Facebook would have to submit 
itself to some form of censorship if it goes live in the 
country,” writes Kosoff (Vanity Fair).

If Facebook agrees to China’s proposal, it could 
lose its integrity and superior features that have made 
it distinguishable from other mediocre forms of social 
media. Imagine if particular photos could not be 
accessed or expressions of certain feelings could not 
be posted. Would Facebook still be Facebook? Would 
it still have the same face that has made it so popular?

Some may wonder why this is a relevant issue 
for us young people during this era, as Facebook is 
being increasingly replaced by the up-and-coming 
favored applications like Snapchat and Instagram. But 
Facebook is a hallmark of social media. The expansion 
of Facebook into China is important because people 
must become aware of censorship in other countries 
and how well-known companies must possibly adapt 
methods accordingly to maintain their marketability 
all over the world.
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will perhaps try to redirect their resources back to 
Taiwan” (Campbell). Taiwanese immigrant workers 
abroad have indeed benefitted the economy in minor 
ways; for example, employees returning from Silicon 
Valley have helped develop tech companies in their 
home country. However, trends overwhelmingly 
suggest that increasing numbers of workers have 
been contributing to the development of domestic 
industries in China instead of bringing new labor and 
skill sets home.

Tsai’s policies remain quite controversial, as they 
seem to be economically belligerent by 
nature to the People’s Republic of China, 
and the domino effect could potentially 
worsen Taiwan’s already unsteady economy. 
Financial ties, as evidenced by the 38% of 
Taiwan’s exports flowing to China and 
Hong Kong, and millions of tourists from 
the mainland, might prove that these 
policies could damage Taiwan’s already 
failing economy. Tsai has promised to 
revitalize the sluggish economy through 
trade diversification with South, Southeast, 
and East Asia, turning away from KMT’s 
economic policy of increasing integration 
with China, hopefully boosting the economy 
at home.

The aging population and low fertility 
rate have also been a mounting burden on 
the government’s expenditures, straining 
its quota to spend on other social welfare 
programs like education and infrastructure. 
This will put major pressure on the 
government’s financial resources that must 
be dedicated to the healthcare system. 
To relieve the burden on fiscal accounts 
and revitalize the economy, Tsai seeks 
to promote innovation through smarter 
industrial policies, and diversify its trade and 
investment partners to moderate China’s 
influence over the Taiwanese economy and 
find new sources of growth (Tom Philips, 
“Tsai Ing-wen: Former Professor on Course 
to Be Most Powerful Woman in Chinese-
Speaking World,” Guardian, 15 January 2016). 
Her party has been exploring methods to 
feed the growth of promising key industries 
for the future, like biotechnology, precision 

machinery, and defense.
This Taiwanese presidential election has challenged 

new limits by ending KMT’s reign and witnessing the 
inauguration of the country’s first female president. 
With public acceptance to dramatic change and pro-
independence sentiments, Taiwan is ready for a new 
era of economic prosperity and increased autonomy 
from the People’s Republic of China.

labor forces, and transparency and open-mindedness 
in policies. Voters in 2016 were mainly concerned 
with the Taiwanese economy. With high youth 
unemployment and constant wages in the face of rising 
price levels, the cost of living in Taipei has skyrocketed 
and its youth population has urged economic reform. 
Promising prosperity and economic revival, the DPP’s 
plans introduced a policy of innovation that would 
greatly impact the most fundamental aspects of the 
daily lives of the Taiwanese, including “five industrial 
and innovation hubs across the island, a shake-up of 

the education system, and efforts to boost tourism,” 
writes Time’s Charlie Campbell (“Taiwan Elects Its 
First Female President,” 16 January 2016). In terms of 
foreign policy, the DPP conducts friendly economic 
practices in the hopes of encouraging business to 
return home.

“I would refer to it as a ‘guilt economy,’” commented 
Shih Chih-yu, a political science professor at Taiwan 
National University. “It’s a way to create a sense of 
duty for people making money in China, so they 

The cover of Time magazine in June 2015 featuring Tsai Ing-wen: “She could 
lead the only Chinese democracy — and that makes Beijing nervous.”
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