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From the Desk of the Editors

Constant Engagement in a Changing World
With more than half the school year behind 

us, life on the Island is in full swing. This issue 
of the World Bulletin has been a long time in 
the making, finally reaching completion as 
winter tightened its grip on New England 
after countless early morning meetings 
and discussions over Dunkin Donuts 
in the fall. After an immensely busy six 
months on the Island, and throughout 
the world, the themes in this issue still 
ring remarkably true to our lives.

This past election season in the U.S. 
made many of us reevaluate our core 
values and how we prioritize them. We 
were overwhelmed by the media’s constant 
updates, the scandals, the use of heated 
rhetoric. For many of us following the news so 
closely as voters and genuinely interested citizens, 
emotions have been high, especially with the inauguration 
of President Donald J. Trump. It’s likely that people have 
realized which issues — the treatment of women, immigrants, 
or minorities, for example — really do matter to us. As we 
still scratch our heads at the polling inaccuracies, we’ve also 
come to understand that there is a “forgotten America” for 
whom this election was a chance to finally be heard and 
acknowledged.

On the Island, forces we see in the news are at play — the 
March for Solidarity in Unity took place last November as a 
venue for healing and support; our breakout sessions after Dr. 
Michael Fowlin’s convocation was a platform to understand 
each other’s struggles and become more empathetic to those 
suffering from systemic discrimination. 

It is easy for us, as individuals and as a student body, to 
be immersed in U.S. politics and news, but we should stay 
engaged with what’s happening abroad as well. As engaged 
global citizens, we should see past differences, celebrate or 
mourn the events happening outside our bubble, and try to 
understand their significance. In the Alvord Center’s Global 
Studies trips, many of our students experienced the warmth 
of homemade cooking by the hosts in beautiful Italy, or saw 
firsthand how the textbook translates into real life in China as 
innovation and tradition interact in the modern world. 

As we move into the new year, the events of 2016, such as 
the Olympics, Brexit, and the burkini controversy, should not 
be pushed aside or forgotten, even as we turn our attention 
to executive orders or get caught up in the transition of a 
most unprecedented leader in the Oval Office. The progress 
for some, and history made for all, of these events last year 
still stand and still deserve recognition. As the women’s and 
immigrant marches on the National Mall and around broke 
records, we naturally should look to celebrate the progress 
made by women, worldwide, at the Summer Olympics and 
the representation given to refugees as they lead their own 
team. As you will see in this issue, the World Bulletin is as much 
a present day publication as it is a historical review — one 
that draws upon the past in order to illuminate the present. 
Examining and evaluating the past is crucial in providing 
context and guiding our actions on how to shape the future.

Within this issue we grapple with the past, trying to 
understand and rise up to face the challenges that continue 
today. As the national spotlight continues to shine on the issue 

of racially charged police brutality in the U.S., we 
look at the opening of the National Museum 

of African American History and Culture, 
which gives us a newfound appreciation 

of and hope from our flawed past. Being 
informed is the first step in creating 
positive change in the world, whether 
through knowledge of hard facts about 
the complicated system of alliances 
in the Syrian war and Russia’s foreign 
policy, or through sensitization of the 
issues of the illicit ivory trade or the 

worries of British citizens as their nation 
plans to exit the European Union. But the 

world encompasses more than just policy 
proposals, GDPs, and the parliamentary 

elections. Culture is beautiful; it is the fabric of 
society that reflects our values, weaves us together, 

and can even trigger a paradigm shift. Shared values and 
contrasting opinions both guide our discussions and open up 
new ones. Take a look: we hope that by the end of every article 
there is something you can take away and put into use in your 
world beyond the Island.

Outside of our Loomis bubble, an overwhelming number 
of people experience the sensation of being constantly 
overlooked and never truly seen or understood. Ralph Ellison’s 
Invisible Man gives us a way of understanding this modern 
day invisibility: it is a failure of a blind society, the fault of 
the observers and not of the perceived. Despite the spread 
of modern day invisibility throughout our country, Loomis 
fosters a community that works towards creating an inclusive 
culture, facilitating civil discourse, and helping one another 
here. Unfortunately, these structures seem to collapse when we 
step out of our Island bubble. They shouldn’t. With all these 
competing forces at play — power and accountability, high 
emotionality and respect, competition and cooperation — we 
hopefully find that these forces need not cancel each other 
out in a zero-sum game but, rather, that they can coexist. We 
should step in order to moderate or bolster these forces when 
the time is right. It’s our responsibility to open our eyes and be 
ever vigilant, ever critical.

Sincerely,
Gloria Yi ’17 & Hanna Hameedy ’17
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About the Writers
MIRA ANDERSON ’18 (“Reflections on a Summer in 
China”) is a day student from Glastonbury, Connecticut. 
A soccer player on the field and a clarinetist in the concert 
band, she became interested in writing for the World Bulletin 
after her trip to China last summer.

RACHAEL BURSTEIN ’17 (“Secularism or Racism? 
French Controversy Around Its Burkini Ban”) is a day 
student from Ellington, Connecticut. Rachael is a GESC 
certificate candidate, a clarinetist in the concert band, 
and is one of the presidents and co-founders of Girls for 
a Change. She enjoys running with the girls cross country 
team, making banana sandwiches, and is happy to write her 
first article for the World Bulletin!

KENNETH CHEN ’19 (“15 Years After the Twin Towers 
Fell”) is a day student from West Hartford, Connecticut. 
A talented pianist who performs in the chamber music 
program, Kenneth also writes for The Log as a web staff 
writer. He makes his Bulletin debut with this 9/11 reflection.

LOUIS CHEN ’18 (“Rodrigo Duterte: Provocative, 
Progressive, ‘Punisher’”), a resident of Flagg, is from 
Queens, New York. A regular contributor to Amnesty 
International and a competitor on the Robotics Team, this 
is Louis’s first article for the World Bulletin.

SOPHIE CHRISTIANO ’17 (“Lesotho Balances Art 
and Industry”) is an RA in Ammidon from Old Lyme, 
Connecticut. A member of both the cross country and 
track teams, Sophie stays active throughout the year as 
a head tour guide, Student Council representative, and 
delegate in Model UN. This is Sophie’s second year writing 
for the Bulletin; previous topics include the Greek financial 
crisis and the building boom in Dubai.

ALEX  EYVAZZADEH ’17 (“The Burkini: An Article of 
Independence”), from Wilbraham, Massachusetts, enjoys 
dancing with Dance Company II and serving as a head 
tour guide and peer counselor. Alex is pursuing a Global 
Studies Certificate with the Alvord Center for Global and 
Environmental Studies, and was part of that center’s trip 
to South Africa in 2015. This is Alex’s third article for the 
World Bulletin, having previously written about Afghan 
female cyclists and the Ebola crisis in Sierra Leone.

DEBORAH FEIFER ’17 (“Shimon Peres: A Warrior 
for Peace”) is a day student from Simsbury, Connecticut. 
Deborah is a member of the cross country team and a 
trombonist in the concert band and the NEO pit orchestra. 
Deborah is also one of the presidents and co-founders 
of Girls for a Change. Previous Bulletin articles include 
“Considering a Two-State Solution” (Fall/Winter 2015-
16) and “Justin Trudeau: ‘Pretty Boy’ or Capable Leader?” 
(Spring/Summer 2016). 

GAURANG GOEL ’17 (“The Black Truth of the Ivory 
Trade”), a native of Hong Kong and New Delhi, India, is an 
RA in Taylor Hall. With his impressive speaking abilities, 
Gaurang is president of the Debate Society, a head delegate 
of the Model UN team, and is a head tour guide. Gaurang 

also enjoys undertaking projects as an e-Proctor and 
International Student Ambassador. For the Spring/Summer 
2016 issue, he wrote “Unprecedented: Ratings and Division 
Mark 2016 Presidential Election.”

* ALEX GORDIENKO ’17 (“Superpowers With 
Supertensions”) is an RA in Warham Hall hailing from 
Oakville, Canada (the Great North). A passionate coder 
and a lover of all things water, Alex is president of the LC 
Computer Science Club, web director of The Log, and has 
been a member of the varsity water polo, varsity swimming, 
and varsity rowing teams. Alex is also an International 
Student Ambassador and a tour guide. In the Spring/
Summer 2016 issue of the World Bulletin, Alex wrote about 
the implications of the Panama Papers.

SARAH GYURINA ’18 (“A Forgotten Country, A 
Corrupt King”), a resident in Palmer, is from Melrose, 
Massachusetts. A devoted performing artist, Sarah acts in 
the fall plays and winter musicals and performs with Dance 
Company II and Musical Revue. She also participates in 
StuActs and writes for The Log as a staff writer and columnist 
of “Log Rhythms,” a playlist featured in every issue. Like 
her advisor, Sarah loves collecting postcards; unlike her 
advisor, she loves dogs. This is Sarah’s World Bulletin debut!

** HANNA  HAMEEDY ’17 (“Running, Jumping, 
Kicking, and Breaking Stereotypes: Muslim Women in Rio”) 
is a tour guide and a member of the JV field hockey team. 
An avid reader and political junkie, Hanna also participates 
in Model UN. A day student from Simsbury, Connecticut, 
this is Hanna’s third year writing for the World Bulletin. 
Previous articles include “Learning From 19th Century 
Mistakes: A New Approach to a Crimean Crisis” (Winter/
Spring 2015), “The Benefits of the Iran Nuclear Deal – for 
Iranians” (Fall/Winter 2015-16), and “Crossing the Red Sea: 
Saudi Arabia and Egypt Announce Bridge” (Spring/Summer 
2016).

LAUREN HINTON ’18 (“The Arab Spring and Tunisia, 
Then and Now”), a day student from Middletown, 
Connecticut, is a member of the girls varsity soccer team, 
the 2016 Class A New England Champions! When she’s not 
on the pitch, Lauren debates, works as sports editor for The 
Log, and performs with the concert band. A huge Miami 
Dolphins fan, Lauren makes her World Bulletin debut with 
this snapshot of two lives affected by the Arab Spring.

* CYNTHIA HUI ’17 (“Behind the Emergency BrEXIT 
Door”), a resident on the 60th floor in Hong Kong and  the 
3rd floor in Mason Hall, is a two-year editor of the World 
Bulletin. When she’s not busy moderating Student Council 
debate as secretary-treasurer, organizing service projects as 
PSO president, or giving tours of campus, Cynthia is a food 
connoisseur and an avid Latin dancer. Previous articles 
include “Brazil Bites Off More Than It Can Chew” (Winter/ 
Spring 2015), “Keeping the Streets ‘Clean’: Malaysian 
Independence Day Sparks Calls for Reform” (Fall/Winter 
2015-16), and “She Who Must Not Be Trifled With,” about 
Taiwan’s Tsai Ing-wen (Spring/Summer 2016).
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EUGENE KIM ’18 (“One People, Two Nations: Korean 
Division Continues”) hails from Irvine, California, and 
makes his home in Flagg Hall this year. An avid debater, 
Model UN delegate, soccer player, and cellist, Eugene has 
explored his interest in international affairs through his 
past articles for the World Bulletin, on subjects ranging from 
the Syrian war to allegations against UN peacekeepers in 
Central African Republic.

* JAMES KOH ’17 (“Beleaguered Brazil and the 
Impeachment of a President”) is from Seoul, South Korea 
and lives in Taylor Hall. James is president of the Math 
Team and is a scholar of history. When not writing about 
global issues — including previous Bulletin articles about 
democracy in South Africa and the politics of the Trans-
Pacific Partnership (TPP)  — James runs cross country and 
track, plays violin and piano, and reads. A lot.

LILY LIU ’17 (“One Is a Lonely Number: Rethinking 
China’s One-Child Policy”), from Beijing, China and a 
resident in Ammidon, is a true citizen of the world. An 
award-winning Model UN head delegate and debater 
throughout her Loomis career, Lily gives back as a peer 
counselor and International Student Ambassador. When 
she’s not singing in the choir, leading the Acapelicans, or 
practicing her solos, Lily works as web editor for The Log 
and plays field hockey and tennis. This is Lily’s second 
Bulletin article, having written “Are Muslims the New 
Jews?” for the Winter/Spring 2015 issue.   

* ROSIE PARK ’18 (“Pokémon PAUSE”), from Seoul, 
South Korea, is a resident in Ammidon. This is her second 
article, having written about the New Delhi water crisis in 
the Spring/Summer 2016 issue. A junior editor of the Bulletin 
and an e-Proctor, Rosie loves playing the violin and enjoys 
taking part in robotics and science quiz bowl competitions.

BEN RYU ’17 (“The Black Truth of the Ivory Trade”), 
an RA in Taylor Hall, calls both Seoul, South Korea and 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania home. A varsity football player 
and JV lacrosse captain, Ben is also an ag-Proctor, debater, 
Model UN delegate, International Student Ambassador, 
and violinist in the orchestra. Ben is a first-time author for 
the World Bulletin. Better late than never!

* RAMESH SHRESTHA ’18 (“The Complicated, 
Contradictory Alliances of the Syrian War”) is a boarder in 
Batchelder Hall from Gladwyne, Pennsylvania. A member 
of the cross country, ski, and tennis teams, Ramesh is an 
award-winning Model UN delegate and a member of 
Student Council. In the summer of 2015, Ramesh traveled 
with the Alvord Center to South Africa, and last year he 
made his World Bulletin debut with “American Farmworkers: 
Essential, Yet Forgotten.” Ramesh is also skilled in learning 
how to say “I am a pomegranate” in several different 
languages.

SYDNEY STEWARD ’17 (“Living and Breathing: 
Racism, Police Brutality Still Not a Thing of the Past”), 
hailing from Brooklyn, New York, makes her home on 
the Island in Ammidon. A president of both PRISM and 

About the Writers
Spectrum GSA, in addition to serving as a Peer Health 
Educator, Sydney loves to connect with others. She is also 
a devoted thespian in the NEO, and even served as the 
student assistant director of Thoroughly Modern Millie this 
winter. In the spring, she’ll continue to play badminton, as 
she has since freshman year. This is Sydney’s Bulletin debut! 

OLIVIA TOMASSETTI ’18 (“Art in Umbria, Religion 
in Rome”), a day student from Marlborough, Connecticut, 
is excited to present her inaugural World Bulletin article. As 
a peer counselor and junior leader of Girls for a Change, 
Olivia encourages people to participate in an international 
education trip abroad, whether it is through Loomis or an 
outside program. She can tell from personal experience 
that these trips provide valuable lessons and memories that 
will last a lifetime.

RACHEL WALSH ’17 (“The Overlooked Olympians of 
Rio 2016”) is an RA in Mason Hall hailing from Annapolis, 
Maryland. A tour guide, Writing Studio tutor, and the editor 
of The Loom, Rachel also enjoys playing soccer and tennis. 
In past issues of the World Bulletin, she wrote about Pope 
Francis’s historic visit to the United States and Cyclone 
Winston’s impact on Fiji. Rachel has a taste for the finer 
things in life.

HELEN WILLIAMS ’17 (“Combatting Climate 
Change: Progress Since COP21”), a resident in Mason Hall, 
calls Fernandina Beach, Florida home. A peer counselor, ag-
Proctor, and member of “varsity cardio,” Helen pens her 
first article with the Bulletin this winter, which was inspired 
by a course she took last summer on climate change.

** GLORIA YI ’17 (“Fulfilling a Dream: New Museum Is 
a Rich Journey Through African American History”), a day 
student from South Windsor, Connecticut, has embraced 
her wide array of interests as editor-in-chief of both The Log 
and the World Bulletin, head delegate of Model UN, science 
quiz team captain, and a leader of the Women in STEM 
initiative. When she’s not in the basement of Palmer, she 
loves being in Hubbard, the dance studio, the Writing 
Studio, and the Archives. This is Gloria’s fourth World 
Bulletin article, having previously written about Ethiopia 
(Winter/ Spring 2015), the reunion of North and South 
Korean families (Fall/Winter 2015-16), and her GESC trip 
to Budapest (Spring/Summer 2016).

* = Editor
** = Editor-in-Chief

Write for the Spring 2017 issue 
of the World Bulletin!

Talk to one of the editors SOON if you’re interested:
** Hanna Hameedy ’17, Gloria Yi ’17, **

Alex Gordienko ’17, Cynthia Hui ’17, James Koh ’17,
Rosie Park ’18, or Ramesh Shrestha ’18

Are you on the World Bulletin portal? 
Email Ms. Engelke to be added!
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Last fall, the dream of African Americans – one 
would hope the dream of all Americans – came 
true with the September 
opening of the Smithsonian 
National Museum of 
African American History 
and Culture (NMAAHC) 
(Vinson Cunningham, 
“Making a Home for Black 
History,” New Yorker, 29 
August 2016). Built on 
a five-acre tract of land 
on the National Mall’s 
last undeveloped site, 
the museum bridges a 
gap in America’s history 
and opens up room for 
conversations about race and the future of the country.

The architects have created “a spatial narrative;” 
the building itself unwraps the story of the African 
American experience, the story of America through 
an often overlooked lens of black history and culture. 
And the biggest argument? That the experience is rising 
up.

Architecture
This newest addition to the National Mall in 

Washington, D.C. marks itself as a building of its own 
kind from first sight. It is not one of straight lines and 
stout neoclassical white marble, but one monumental 
in its own way, with triple inverted pyramids, memorial 

bronze and glass, and three tiers of screens angled 
away from the center. The silhouette is deeply rooted 

in African heritage; it takes 
on the distinctive shape 
of the Yoruban caryatid, 
a column with a corona 
at the top originating 
from West Africa. The 
easily recognizable 
motif denotes “very 
sacred, special and 
c o m m e m o r a t i v e 
spaces” (Ari Shapiro and 
Maureen Pao, “Mission 
of African American 
Museum Writ Large in 
Its Very Design,” NPR, 15 

September 2016). The intricately perforated cast-metal 
lattice is equally reminiscent of the metalsmithing 
freed slaves of New Orleans and Charleston who had 
made original contributions to American architecture 
(Michael Kimmelman, “David Adjaye on Designing 
a Museum That Speaks a Different Language,” New 
York Times, 21 September 2016).

Ghanian-British architect David 
Adjaye masterminded this monumental building 
wrought in history and meaning. His firm, Adjaye 
Associates, led the design team (which included Philip 
Freelon and the late J. Max Bond Jr.) in designing 
a museum that is both distinctive in its homage to 

the collective memory 
of African Americans 
and universally relatable 
to Americans of all 
paths of life (Fred A. 
Bernstein, “Architect 
David Adjaye Tells Us 
About Washington 
D.C.’s National Museum 
of African American 
History and Culture,” 
Architectural Digest, 19 
August 2016). Primarily 
made with glass panels 
ornamented with the 
metal latticework, the 
sides of the building 
allow for apertures 
that acknowledge the 
monumental landscape 

Fulfilling a Dream: New Museum Is a Rich Journey 
Through African American History     by Gloria Yi ’17

THE AMERICAS

The new National Museum of African American History and 
Culture in Washington, D.C.
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the new museum is now part of: from the Lincoln 
Memorial to the National Archives. Every detail is 
thought through — even the angle of the triple tiers 
is “in perfect alignment with the pyramid atop the 
neighboring Washington Monument” (Shapiro and 
Pao). Adjaye wanted something different from other 
museums on the Mall that are closed off from the 
outside world: “They take you to another world. They 
function a bit like cinema: You go into a different 
world and then you come back out. I didn’t want that. 
The experience of being black is not a fiction. There’s 
something important about always coming back to 
the light of day,” he says (Kimmelman).

Adjaye also explained the choice of material; the 
proposed bronze was so heavy that the fixings on the 
trusses were not guaranteed to last 50 years, as per 
Smithsonian policy. But he preserved his initial idea 
of memory and standing out — sustainable recycled 
aluminum burnished with a bronze alloy finish that 
gives the same effect. The effect shifts with the light on 
the outside, from being a dark presence to a building 
that shines like fire in broad daylight. Inside, the light 
dances on the museum floor through the metal panel 
designs as the position of the sun changes during the 
day, evoking the warmth and cool of a summer’s day. 
“In a way, the building is almost analogous to a giant 
tree with an incredible shade,” he says.  “I wanted it 
to be a museum where when you come in, you weren’t 
suddenly in an interior that was about focusing on 
marble and stone and classical forms ... but to come 
in and to have light be your guide” (Shapiro and Pao).

Layout and Content
Adjaye sees symbolic form and museum content 

unified through its layout. With a tripartite structure 
analogous to the corona’s three tiers, the museum 
itself is a journey through time and space, starting 
from the crypt-like historical galleries underground, 
to a migratory process towards the light that 
parallels the Great Migration from the South, to the 
celebration of the arts at the uppermost level, what 
he calls “Now.” The interplay of light and dark play 
a big role throughout the viewing experience, from 
the basement exhibits to the airy upper galleries. 
The journey spans five floors, and more than half the 
content is underground. Visitors descend 70 feet by 
spiral ramp or elevator to view the History sections.

From Slavery to Emancipation 
The exhibition begins deep underground on the 

bottom floor, which documents the often-sanitized 
history of slavery. Low ceilings and absence of 
natural light evoke the claustrophobia slaves must 
have felt on the ships traversing the Middle Passage. 
And as additional symbolism, the foundation of 
the museum featuring the exhibit on slavery reflects 
how the foundation of our country is ignobly 
rooted in slavery. The artifacts recall the cruelty and 
normalcy of slavery — the hull of a wrecked slave 
ship, auction blocks, a statue of Thomas Jefferson in 

front of a wall of bricks listing the names of slaves 
he owned (Ayana Byrd, “How David Adjaye Told the 
Story of the African-American Experience — With 
a Building,” Fast Company, 12 September 2016). The 
piercing sight of a lockable iron neck-ring shocks the 
viewer: it is only small enough to fit a child. But utter 

hopelessness doesn’t last long; words of freedom, from 
the Declaration of Independence to a stanza from 
“Steal Away to Jesus,” line the slate-colored wall of 
the museum as the objects in the exhibit progress 
in time through the Civil War and Reconstruction 
(Cunningham). Right at the point of emancipation 
on the wall’s timeline, a reconstructed one-room slave 
cabin from South Carolina stands: a flimsy roof, a tall 
fireplace, thin pine boards as walls. A simple home, a 
site of suffering, brings out the true reality of slavery.

From Segregation to Today 
Gently sloping ramps guide visitors through the 

exhibits, and time picks up speed as you walk through 
the “Defending Freedom, Defining Freedom” exhibit, 
which flies you by the Tuskegee Airmen’s yellow-
and-blue training plane to celebrate the first African 
American military pilots in World War II. However, 
segregation has a world of problems. One of the 
most devastating parts of the museum is the coffin 
of Emmett Till, a 14-year-old boy who was murdered 
for allegedly flirting with a white woman in 1955. 
Photographs of lynchings show bodies mutilated 
beyond recognition. The white satin Ku Klux Klan 
hood has an ominous presence. With the civil rights 
era punctuated by the assassination of Martin Luther 
King Jr. in 1968, “A Changing America” brings the 
viewer up to the present and closer to ground level. 
The Black Panthers, Black Power, feminist writings, 
President Obama’s 2008 campaign banners, and 
the Black Lives Matter movement span the floor 
(Cunningham).

A statue of Thomas Jefferson stands in front of a stack of bricks 
marked with the names of people he owned.
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Finally the museumgoers arrive at 
the Contemplative Court, which marks the halfway 
point of their ascent and allows them “to reframe what 
[they] experienced and contextualize it,” as Adjaye 
puts it, taking in the warmth of sunlight on the stone 
benches and listening to the calming waters (Byrd). 
With the moment for reflection on the unspeakable 
hardships they’ve walked through, visitors ready 
themselves for the vibrant culture exhibits that show 
the other side of the story under high ceilings and 
large windows, how beauty and resilience can shine 
through adversity.

Community and Culture 
Now above ground level, the “Community” 

and “Culture” galleries bring a sense of relief and 
joy, as the rooms brighten literally and thematically 
and explore everything from Carl Lewis’s Olympic 
medals to Oprah Winfrey’s TV show couch (Byrd). 
Multimedia stations also enliven the exhibits, inviting 
visitors to create art, suggesting that art can make 
history, not just reflect on it. The fourth floor 
is truly a gallery for fine art, covering subjects 
such as the darkness before emancipation, a 

sorrowful mourning of Emmett Till, and a memorial 
of MLK’s assassination. These upper floors celebrate 
the fact that, even with “so little given and so little 
expected,” African Americans have created art with 
a history like no other (Edward Rothstein, “National 
Museum of African American History and Culture 
Review: A Moving but Flawed Accounting of History,” 
Wall Street Journal, 14 September 2016). Ultimately, 
with the expanse of cultural elements, the museum 
shows that African American history and culture really 
is just American history and culture. Adjaye’s words 
rang true when he led a group to the top-floor balcony 
and gestured towards the Washington Monument 
and Arlington National Cemetery – and they still do 
today: “When you get up here, you’ll see America...
and you may see America in a new way” (Bernstein).

As historian Eric Foner wrote in America’s Black 
Past, among this country’s “myths and misconceptions, 
one of the most pervasive and pernicious...is the 
picture of blacks as inactive agents in history.” 
The museum is the latest opportunity to rectify that 
thinking, to show that active history, “shaped but 
not determined by suffering,” can be unearthed and 
brought into light (Cunningham). 

“This museum provides context for the debates 
of our times,” said President Obama in his speech 
at the opening of the museum. “It illuminates them 
and gives us some sense of how they evolved, and 
perhaps keeps them in proportion” (Barack Obama, 
“Remarks by the President at the Dedication of the 
National Museum of African American History and 
Culture,” White House Office of the Press Secretary, 24 
September 2016). Filling in the missing chapters of 
history is no easy feat, but the National Museum of 
African American History and Culture aims to do just 
that, celebrating the diversity of our country with a 
museum for everyone, past and present.

From a gallery devoted to African-Americans’ military service, 
visitors can see the Washington Monument on the Mall, and 
Arlington National Cemetery.

Tommie Smith and John Carlos raised black-gloved fists when 
the United States national anthem was played during their medal 
ceremony at the 1968 Olympics in Mexico City.
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An impeached president, the mastermind behind 
her impeachment (and in line to succeed her), a 
reeling economy, a corruption scandal involving 
billions of dollars and dozens of politicians, and leaked 
wiretapped conversations. All of these ingredients 
make for a sensational political drama series, ala House 
of Cards. Unfortunately, they are not fictional. And 
they’re swirling around into a big political storm in 
Brazil, a storm years in the making, threatening to 
engulf the entire country.

In the past few months, President 
Dilma Rousseff has been impeached 
and her vice president, Michel 
Temer, stepped in to replace her. The 
impeachment has a long, complicated 
history stretching over a couple of years, 
culminating with the Rio Olympics last 
August. Here is a brief timeline of the 
impeachment proceedings:

October 7, 2015: Brazil’s Federal 
Accounting Tribunal ruled that 
Rousseff’s government cooked books 
to misrepresent the budget deficit, a 
practice known as “pedaladas,” or fiscal 
pedaling, paving the way for opposition 
lawmakers to initiate an impeachment 
vote against her;

December 2: Eduardo Cunha, 
member of the then-junior coalition 
partner PMDB (Brazilian Democratic 
Movement Party) and speaker of the 
lower house of its national legislature, 
the Chamber of Deputies, initiated official 
impeachment proceedings;

March 29, 2016: PMDB leaves the governing 
coalition it had with PT (Worker’s Party), Rousseff ’s 
center-left party;

April 17: A vast majority of the Chamber of 
Deputies members vote to impeach Rousseff, 
beginning the next process by sending the vote to the 
upper house, the Senate;

May 12: Senators vote 55 to 22 to suspend Rousseff 
from office and initiate impeachment proceedings 
while her vice president, Michel Temer of the PMDB, 
steps in as interim president;

August 31: After a complex set of proceedings, 
in which the Senate finally voted on impeachment, 
which passed 61 to 20, Rousseff is removed from 
office. Temer is officially inaugurated and is scheduled 
to govern until 2018 

[Luisa Leme and Pablo Medina Uribe, “Timeline: Brazil’s 
Political Crisis,” Americas Society / Council of the Americas, 1 
September 2016 ] 

What may seem like a fairly ordinary impeachment 

of an unpopular president caught dodging the law 
is actually more complicated than it seems. As The 
Economist succinctly stated, “On paper, Ms. Rousseff ’s 
main sin is resorting to accounting trickery in order to 
disguise the true size of the budget deficit. In practice, 
she is paying the political price for mismanagement 
of the economy and a corruption scandal centered 
on Petrobras, the state oil company, which has 
engulfed her left-wing Workers’ Party” (J.P., “Will 

Dilma Rousseff Survive Impeachment 
Proceedings?” Economist, 22 March 

2016).
 Over the past two years the 

Brazilian economy has faced its worst 
crisis in more than a century, as its 
GDP contracted 3.8% in 2015 and an 
expected 3.22% in 2016, leading to an 
overall decrease of almost 6.9% over 
the past two years (David Biller, “Brazil 
Economists Trim Economic Growth 
Outlook for 2016 and 2017,” Bloomberg, 
24 October 2016). According to Trading 
Economics, Brazil’s exports plummeted 
by 14.5% in October 2016 compared 
to a year ago, the unemployment rate 
was at a high 11.8%, and inflation was 
8.48% for the month of September, 
all of them revealing the chaotic state 
of the economy (“Brazil: Economic 
Indicators”). Many point to structural 
weaknesses such as the “Brazil Cost,” 
which is the high cost of doing business 

in Brazil compared to other countries, thanks to 
its labyrinthine tax code, complicated system of 
regulations, and poor infrastructure (“There is 
More Than One Kind of Economic Mess to Be In,” 
Economist, 12 October 2016). Moreover, Brazil’s failure 
to diversify from its over-reliance on commodities 
exports, exacerbated by the fall in prices and China’s 
slowdown, was also one of the main reasons for 
the recession (“What is Driving Brazil’s Economic 
Downturn?” European Central Bank). Finally, most 
agree that another main reason for the dismal state 
of the economy was the incompetent economic 
policies of the Rousseff administration, in particular 
its excessive, unproductive spending such as on 
higher pensions and tax breaks for coddled industries 
(“Brazil’s Fall,” Economist, 2 January 2016).

 If the state of the economy was the trigger that 
led to such political upheaval, then the Petrobras 
corruption scandal was the bullet that finally killed 
Rousseff ’s presidency. “Lava Jato,” or Operation 
Car Wash, is a massive political black hole of an 
investigation that has sucked in the entire political 

Beleaguered Brazil and the Impeachment of a President     
by James Koh ’17

Dilma Roussef, the 36th President 
of Brazil, from 2011 until her 
impeachment and removal from 
office on August 31, 2016

http://www.as-coa.org/articles/timeline-brazils-political-crisis
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class and has ensnared many prominent politicians 
on both sides. Two years ago, when investigators 
uncovered corruption at Petrobras, the state-owned 
oil company and one of the biggest firms in Latin 
America, they discovered that corrupt executives, 
appointed by the government — that is, PT and 
PMDB — have been siphoning off billions of dollars 
from the business (Joe Leahy, “What is the Petrobras 
Scandal That Is Engulfing Brazil?” Financial Times, 1 
April 2016). Investigators suspect that, in addition to 
increasing personal wealth, the funds were also used 
as campaign funds for PT and its allies, a suspicion 
that the accused parties deny. Although Rousseff has 
not been implicated in any of the charges, Lava Jato 
is the real reason behind her impeachment, while the 
pedaladas have been just a mere formality. Rousseff 
was chairwoman of Petrobras from 2003 to 2010, 
when much of the corruption allegedly took place, 
thus there is speculation, although unconfirmed, 
that she was heavily involved. Moreover, her mentor 
and popular predecessor, Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva, 
or “Lula,” as he is commonly known, has also been 
detained and questioned for his suspected part in the 
scandal. Adding to suspicions of guilt and a cover-up, 
Rousseff attempted to appoint Lula as her chief of 
staff, which would have given him partial immunity 
from prosecution if two judges 
had not blocked his appointment 
(“Time to Go,” Economist, 26 
March 2016).

Rousseff and her party are not 
the only ones threatened by this 
political hurricane. Michel Temer, 
her vice president and leader of 
PMDB, faces similar trouble. As 
former allies of PT, PMDB also 
confronted accusations that it 
embezzled Petrobras money for 
its campaigns. Soon after Temer 
took over as president, three 
of his ministers — ironically 
including his anti-corruption 
minister — resigned after taped 
conversations were leaked, which 
caught them attempting to 
obstruct the Lava Jato investigations (Anthony Boadle 
and Lisandra Paraguassu, “Brazil’s Anti-Corruption 
Minister Quits Over Leaked Recordings,” Reuters, 
30 May 2016). Chamber of Deputies Chairman 
Cunha, the one who spearheaded the impeachment 
proceedings and one of Temer’s closest allies, was 
promptly suspended after the proceedings by the 
Supreme Court for allegations of corruption linked 
to, unsurprisingly, Petrobras. Prosecutors have said 
that he diverted millions of dollars to his Swiss 
bank accounts (“Brazil: Troubled Congress Speaker 
Eduardo Cunha Resigns,” BBC, 7 July 2016).

Moreover, Rousseff ’s accusations of a coup 

orchestrated by Temer and the PMDB, even if not 
exactly true, resonate to some degree when considering 
the evidence. Cunha started the proceedings against 
Rousseff while PMDB was still in the coalition with 
PT. In April, a leaked recording was released of Temer 
reading a draft of a speech he prepared in case the 
impeachment vote was passed in the lower house, 
a deliberate leak, Rousseff alleges (Daniel Gallas, 
“Michel Temer: The Man Who Now Leads Brazil,” 
BBC, 12 May 2016). At the very least, Temer did pull 
some impressive political maneuvering to get himself 
the top job in the country.

Unusual for a successor to a highly unpopular 
leader, Temer enters office with low approval ratings. 
Rousseff ’s approval ratings plummeted from a high of 
79% in March 2013 to 10% just three years later (“Brazil 
Impeachment: Key Questions,” BBC, 31 August 2016), 
but Temer’s are hardly better, just below 20% (“Time 
for Temer,” Economist, 3 September 2016). From all 
the evidence, it appears that the transition of power 
does not signify any meaningful change — Temer and 
his party are about as corrupt as Rousseff and her 
party are, and the process of impeachment shows 
that it was a power struggle instead of a revolution. 
The most striking difference would be that Temer 
promises a long list of liberal economic reforms, most 

at odds with Rousseff ’s own 
policies, aimed at healing Brazil’s 
faltering economy, most of them 
favored by investors such as a 
freeze on spending and welfare 
reform (“Time for Temer”). Yet 
as detailed above, most of Brazil’s 
economic woes are structural 
and require deep and painful 
reforms, not ones that could 
be implemented or even passed 
right away. Temer’s economic 
reforms should alleviate some of 
the immediate issues, but expect 
no wonders right away.

Unfortunately, this probably 
signals only the beginning of a 
long episode in Brazil’s history. 
As the country struggles to 

reform itself, both politically and economically, 
inevitable chaos will ensue from all sides. The 
question is whether Brazil’s leaders, whoever they 
may be, can successfully navigate the country through 
all of its challenges. Brazil is a member of the so-
called “BRICS,” an unofficial group of five nations 
supposedly at the forefront of economic development 
in the world. There is little doubt that Brazil will 
recover eventually and resume at least moderate 
growth, but whether it will have learned from its 
mistakes will depend on its people and leadership. At 
least for now, let’s hope that Brazil did not just merely 
exchange one failure for another.

Michel Temer, President of Brazil since August



11

There seem to be few things that unite the 
world more than the Olympics. Two weeks when all 
eyes turn to one city to watch hundreds of athletes 
earn their titles of “world’s greatest.” This friendly 
competition, this athletic camaraderie, almost puts 
the rest of the world on hold in order to focus on the 
events. The Summer 2016 Rio Games were filled with 
fantastic moments of achievement, such as watching 
Ashton Eaton win gold in the decathlon while his wife 
earned a bronze  in the pentathlon or admiring the 
selflessness championed by runners Nikki Hamblin 
of New Zealand and Abbey D’Agostino of the United 
States. In addition, moments of heartbreak pop up 
quite often, such as the Mongolian wrestling coaches 
desperately initiating a strip-protest, or Dutch 
cyclist Annemiek van Vlueten tragically wiping out 
and being rushed to the hospital as she led in the 
last stretch of her race. A perennial powerhouse in 

the Summer Games, the United States once again 
enjoyed victory, from watching swimming legend 
Michael Phelps’s last amazing race, to seeing Simone 
Manuel set the pool on fire with her own historic 
achievement, to the women’s gymnastics team, led by 
Simone Biles, crushing opponents by unimaginable 
margins. However, while we get caught up in all 
this excitement, we end up neglecting some really 
important aspects of the Olympics, such as the much 
anticipated Refugee Team and the Paralympics, both 
of which celebrated equally important — if not more  
so — moments of victory.

Due to the current refugee crisis, the International 
Olympic Committee (IOC) organized the first-ever 
Refugee Team, which gave those without a country an 
opportunity to still compete in their sport. The team 
comprised of ten athletes, who would “act as a symbol 
of hope worldwide for refugees and bring global 

The Overlooked Olympians of Rio 2016     by Rachel Walsh ’17

The 10-person Refugee Olympic Team: (Clockwise): Anjelina Nadai Lohalith (born in South Sudan, fled to Kenya/Track & Field), Yusra 
Mardini (Syria to Germany/Swimming), Rose Nathike Lokonyen (South Sudan to Kenya/Track & Field), Rami Anis (Syria to Belgium/
Swimming), James Nyang Chiengjiek (South Sudan to Kenya/Track & Field), Popole Misenga (Dem. Rep. of Congo to Brazil/Judo), Yiech 
Pur Biel (South Sudan to Kenya/Track & Field), Yolande Mabika (Dem. Rep. of Congo to Brazil/Judo), Paulo Amotun Lokoro (South 
Sudan to Kenya/Track & Field), and Yonas Kinde (Ethiopia to Luxembourg/Track & Field)
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winning medals. The IOC created the refugee team in 
order to aid athletes who were affected by the refugee 
crisis. Many of the athletes, Madrini included, had 
actually been participating in Olympic training before 
leaving their home country. The idea of the refugee 
team was to give athletes the chance they deserved 
to prove themselves. The IOC’s commitment was to 
provide small groups that trained refugees out of their 
countries with the ability to prepare their athletes at 
the same level as countries in the wealthiest regions 
of the world (Rio2016). This goes hand in hand with 
long term partnerships the IOC has held with United 
Nations agencies around the world. While this team, 
inspiring yet somewhat neglected by the public eye, 
may not have climbed to the podium, they did climb 
to the stage on the world. The refugee team made 
a huge impact in social acceptance of refugees as 
athletes, and, through that, as individuals.

Another part of the Olympics often overlooked 
is the Paralympics. These Games were held in 
September, from the 7th to the 18th, in the same 
stadiums used a few weeks before. The International 
Paralympic Committee was founded in 1989, with the 
vision “to enable Para athletes to achieve sporting 
excellence and inspire and excite the world” (“The 
IPC – Who We Are,” IPC).  While we may see some 
USA Paralympians alongside swimmer Katie Ledecky 
or Simone Biles in commercials during August, the 
moment the Closing Ceremonies of the main Olympics 
end, it seems the Paralympics do, too, although they 
have yet to start! Maybe the Games lack attention 
because the United States isn’t the overwhelming top 
dog in these events; this year we finished fourth in the 
Paralympics medal count. While broadcaster NBC 
does continue to report on the Paralympic Games, 
the coverage is not as great — you won’t see people 
watching swimming on the treadmill at the gym or 
the channel switched on to Paralympic table tennis at 
a sports bar. This, in a way, is quite disappointing. As 
exciting, amazing, and inspiring as the Olympics are, 
shouldn’t the Paralympics be even more so? Athletes 
are competing in corresponding events, but with their 
own personal obstacles in the way, too!

And they are even more captivating. The athletes 
of these events do some amazing  things. In the men’s 
1500m track final, Algeria’s Abdellatif Baka claimed 
gold with a time of 3.48.29 seconds – a second and 
half faster than Olympic gold medalist Matthew 
Centrowitz (“Four Visually Impaired Paralympians 
Beat Gold Time in 1500,” ESPN, 13 September 2016). 
In addition to that feat, even the second, third, and 
fourth place finishers beat Centrowitz’s time. All 
four of these men were visually impaired, yet their 
achievements seemed to go nearly unnoticed by the 
rest of the world. In addition to racing, the Paralympics 
have many other so-called “adapted sports” that make 
the Games extremely interesting. One sport includes 
sitting volleyball, which is exactly what it sounds 

attention to the magnitude of the refugee crisis” 
(“Refugee Olympic Team to Shine Spotlight on World 
Refugee Crisis,” IOC, 3 June 2016). Each athlete has an 
amazing story. For example, swimmer Yusra Mardini, 
who fled Syria, pushed a sinking boat meant for 20 
people through the Aegean Sea with her sister for three 
hours (Heather Saul, Independent, 5 August 2016 ). She 
was featured in a commercial for Visa, which told her 
inspiring story, followed with the empowering phrase, 
“In 2015, Yusra Madrini helped swim her boat to safety, 
pulling 17 fellow refugees behind her. This August, let’s 
show her the world is behind her.” Another athlete is 

Yiech Pur Biel, a runner who fled Sudan during civil 
war. He spent ten years in a refugee camp in Kenya 
and, despite the lack of facilities, he pursued running 
as it “gave him a sense of belonging” (Patrick Marche, 
“Olympic Refugee Team: Yiech Pur Biel, the ‘Lost 
Boy’ Who Found a Sense of Belonging in Athletics,” 
Rio 2016, 6 August 2016 ). This step to establish a team 
of refugees was monumental. IOC President Thomas 
Bach announced, “these refugees have no home, no 
team, no flag, no national anthem…[the team] is also 
a signal to the international community that refugees 
are our fellow human beings and are an enrichment 
to society” (Rio2016.org). The first ever refugee team 
creates massive waves in the spirit of acceptance of 
refugees, who have seen some downs this past year, 
such as the UK voting to leave the European Union in 
order to make independent decisions about allowing 
refugees into the country. By accepting these people 
into athletics, maybe we can now welcome them into 
our countries and into society as a whole.

So how did they do? Unfortunately, this wasn’t an 
underdog story for a Disney movie. The team itself 
did not claim any medals . While this is disappointing, 
the team wasn’t created for the primary purpose of 

Visually impaired Gold medalist Abdellatif Baka of Algeria 
(center) finished 1.7 seconds faster than Olympic champion 
Matthew Centrowitz along with three other Paralympic athletes 
in the 1500m track final.
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like. This year, the United States won gold, stripping 
China of the first place spot it has held since the 
sport was introduced in 2004. Similarly, U.S. men’s 

wheelchair basketball claimed its first gold medal in 
28 years! The team held an undefeated position the 
entire tournament and, afterwards, captain Steve 
Serio acknowledged, “getting bronze at London was 
an important stepping stone for the [program], just 
to know that we belong on the podium. Four years 
later to win the gold it’s been an amazing journey. I 
wouldn’t change it for anything” (“USA End Gold 
Medal Drought,” IPC, 17 September 2016). These 
are just some of the exciting and inspirational feats 
accomplished at the Paralympics this year. All in all, 
these athletes have knocked down enormous obstacles 

The U.S. men’s wheelchair basketball team, which defeated Spain in the gold medal game, for its 
first Paralympic title in 28 years (since Seoul 1988).

in order to achieve such victories, and, it seems to 
be in the countries’ best interest to promote these 
amazing athletes and their events even more; not only 

would it show the support 
these athletes deserve, but 
it would inspire viewers at 
home.

There are few times that 
bind the world together more 
than the Olympic Games. 
The United States is one of 
the countries that has a lot of 
pride in our teams. We seem 
to be constantly watching, 
thanks to summer for giving 
us the free time to do so. 
However, we should also 
remember to focus on all the 
athletes. Paralympians have 
worked hard their whole 
lives — maybe even harder 
than Olympians — in order 
to compete at the biggest 
venue of the world. Their 
hard work, their struggle, 

their success should not go unnoticed because it’s at 
an inconvenient time or whatever the excuse is. Our 
athletes are our athletes, no matter what event they 
compete in. Further, we should also take time to cheer 
on the inspiring refugee team. We should create a fan 
base, a home, for those who are unsure where to call 
home. While we get into the excitement of watching 
Alex Morgan on the soccer field or Carmelo Anthony 
on the basketball court, we should also remember 
the heroic athletes who have worked extra hard to 
achieve glory.

Living and Breathing: Racism, Police Brutality 
Still Not a Thing of the Past     by Sydney Steward ’17

Police brutality is defined as the use of excessive, 
and usually physical, force by police when engaging 
with civilians.  Knowing the definition gives leeway to 
recognize an important fact — police brutality is not 
race specific; however, the racial inconsistency among 
the victims points to the racial tension. Although 
more white people are killed by police than their black 
counterparts (732 versus 381 in 2015), whites account 
for a greater portion of the U.S. population (Wesley 
Lowery, “Aren’t More White People Than Black 
People Killed by Police? Yes, But No,” Washington 
Post, 11 July 2016). A higher number of white victims is 
statistically plausible, but the fact that 24% of victims 
are black, while only 13% of the U.S. population is 
black is not. So what? Why does this trend plague our 
newsfeeds?

Armed police arrest 141 protesters over Dakota Access Pipeline 
in October 2016.
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The roots of this disparity lie in an even deeper 
issue recalling the way in which law enforcement has 
historically handled people of color. Although the 
problem may be “trending on social media,” police 
brutality is not new. In the antebellum south, slave 
patrollers, then known as “paterollers,” were white 
men given the duty of overseeing the behaviors and 
whereabouts of black slaves (Stephen L. Carter, 
“Policing and Oppression Have a Long History,” 
Bloomberg, 29 October 2015). Described by Lewis 
Garrard Clark, a freedman, as “the meanest, and 
lowest, and worst of all creation,” the patrollers 
were well known for their harsh punishments and 
unrelenting reign (Carter). From dispelling peaceful 
gatherings to randomly searching slave quarters, these 
men of powerful positions contradicted the Bill of 
Rights, a symbol of America’s dedication to equality 
(Sally E. Haden, Slave Patrols: Law and Violence in 
Virginia and the Carolinas, 2001). If one did not fit the 
criteria to be eligible for equality – being a white man 
with property – access to these rights became null and 
void (“The Bill of Rights: A Brief History,” American 
Civil Liberties Union). The normalized violation of 
these laws suggests that the slaves were no more than 
chattel in the eyes of whites. 

Beyond this phase of American history, police 
brutality can also be traced back to the Civil Rights 
Movement. During the Birmingham Campaign of 
1963, black protesters engaging in peaceful protest 
received violent pushback from police authority. 
Between May 2 and 3 of that year, hundreds of 
marchers were arrested, subdued by high-pressure 
fire hoses, and attacked by police dogs under the 
order of Commissioner “Bull” Connor (“Birmingham 

Campaign,” Martin Luther King, Jr. and 
the Global Freedom Struggle). Today, a 
similar thread of stories can be traced. 
Recent peaceful protests led by Native 
Americans decrying the North Dakota 
pipeline lead to police misconduct in 
the form of detainment and physical 
abuse via pepper spray, batons, and 
verbal threats of arrest (Jihan Hafiz, 
“Video: Police Viciously Attacked 
Peaceful Protesters at the Dakota 
Access Pipeline,” Intercept, 25 October 
2016). In New York City’s Stop and 
Frisk program between January 2004 
and June 2012, 88% of the people 
stopped were black or Latino (“Racial 
Discrimination in Stop-and-Frisk,” 
New York Times, 12 August 2013). “No-
Fly” lists are still predominantly 
generated with names suggesting Arab 
descent (Jeremy Scahill and Ryan 
Devereaux, “Barack Obama’s Secret 
Terrorist-Tracking System, by the 
Numbers,” Intercept, 5 August 2014). 
The problem of racial discrimination 

was not resolved with the Emancipation Proclamation 
of 1863, nor was it rectified with the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964. Racism, and all the facets in which it is 
translated, is living and breathing. 

Although the regularity of these injustices tends to 
desensitize the public, the Black Lives Matter (BLM) 
movement actively combats the numbness that 
Americans may feel. Founded by three queer black 
women named Alicia Garza, Opal Tometi, and Patrisse 
Cullors, #BlackLivesMatter rose out of the aftermath 
of the Trayvon Martin case in 2013. On February 26, 
2012, George Zimmerman, a neighborhood watch 
captain in Florida, shot and killed Martin after 
reporting him as a “suspicious person” to the police 
and pursuing him against the command of the 911 
dispatcher (“Timeline of Events in Trayvon Martin 
Case,” CNN, 23 April 2012). On July 13, 2013, the court 
decided to not charge Zimmerman with second-
degree murder, sparking protests all over the country. 
Then, BLM was born (Kevin Johnson and Yamiche 
Alcindor, “No Federal Charges for Zimmerman in 
Trayvon Martin Death,” USA Today, 24 February 
2015).  Striving to, “[build] a world where black lives 
are no longer systematically and intentionally targeted 
for demise… [and] affirm our contributions to this 
society, our humanity, and our resilience in the face 
of deadly oppression,” the movement promotes black 
validity in the face of a society where black people 
have been historically dehumanized, disenfranchised, 
and disadvantaged due to simple pigmentation 
(“About the Black Lives Matter Network,” Black Lives 
Matter). The movement itself is not based in degrading 
other racial identities to place African Americans 

This powerful image, which circulated across the internet in 2015 and 2016, illustrates 
the interracial participation not only in the Black Lives Matter movement, but in 
demonstrating the idea that all lives are equal and no one’s life “matters” more than 
another’s.
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15 Years After the Twin Towers Fell     by Kenneth Chen ’19

Known as the fateful day when 2,996 lives were lost 
and 6,000 more were injured, 9/11 was the deadliest 
foreign attack on U.S. territory (Brad Plumer, “Nine 
Facts About Terrorism in the United States Since 
9/11,” Washington Post, 11 September 2013). During 
the morning of the attack, America was hit with 
four hijacked airliners; two airliners crashed into the 
North and South towers of New York City’s World 
Trade Center, another crashed into the Pentagon in 
Washington D.C., and a fourth went down in a field 
near Shanksville, Pennsylvania. Downtown Manhattan 
was thrown into panic as the two largest buildings in 
the world collapsed less than two hours later. 

Now, 15 years later, what has changed?  A month 
after the attack, the Aviation and Transportation 
Security Act was passed. 
Two months after the 
attack, the Patriot Act 
was signed, allowing the 
National Security Agency 
(NSA) to extensively 
survey U.S. citizens, 
foreign governments 
and nationals. A year 
later, U.S. immigration 
policies drastically 
changed, making it 
harder for immigrants 
to apply for visas. A 
wide range of emotional 
and psychological 
issues affected those 
who lost friends and 
family during the crisis. 
In short, American 
society changed as a 
result of 9/11. To this 
day, hundreds, if not 
thousands, of families are still grieving for their loved 
ones, cherishing their last moments spent together. 
“Fifteen years are like 15 seconds,” said Jim Giaccone, 
who lost his brother Joseph in the north tower. “The 

hurt is still there. The hole is still there. You live on 
through your family. We miss every day. And everyone 
tell someone you love them today” (Ray Sanchez, 
“9/11 Memorial Events in New York City, Washington, 
Pennsylvania,” CNN, 11 September 2016). This past 
September, ceremonies were held in various states to 
honor the bravery of the men and women who lost 
their lives. President Barack Obama himself attended 
a ceremony in Arlington, Virginia and held a moment 
of silence in the White House at 8:46 a.m., the same 
exact time when the first plane crashed into the World 
Trade Center. 

How does 9/11 still affect us today? Republican 
presidential candidate Donald J. Trump said back in 
August, “Those people that knocked down the World 

Trade Center, most likely, 
under the Trump policy, 
wouldn’t have been here 
to knock down the World 
Trade Center” (Christina 
Wilkie, “Trump Says 9/11 
Hijackers ‘Wouldn’t Have 
Been Here’ Under His 
Muslim Ban, Huffington 
Post, 2 August 2016). 
The issue regarding 
immigrants and Muslims 
is a heated controversy 
during this term’s 
abnormal presidential 
election, but is Trump 
justified to make such a 
bold remark? America 
has vastly changed after 
9/11. The once safe and 
prosperous nation has 
been tainted by fear. 
Without a doubt, the 

September 11, 2001 attacks will go down in history 
as a day of terror, a day of despair, a day of courage, 
where the sufferings of many still carry on to this day. 

upon a pedestal. One of the guiding principles of the 
movement, entitled Unapologetically Black, states, 
“To love and desire freedom and justice for ourselves 
is a necessary prerequisite for wanting the same for 
others” (“We Affirm That All Black Lives Matter,” 
Black Lives Matter). BLM aims to achieve equality, not 
privilege.

Trayvon Martin. Michael Brown. Sandra Bland. Eric 
Garner. Tamir Rice. Akai Gurley. Terence Crutcher. 
Philando Castile. Alton Sterling. How many of these 
names ring a bell? These names are not placeholders 
for the media to swap in and out of the police brutality 

spotlight. Instead, these names embody people, once 
living and breathing, whose martyrdom deserves 
poignant analysis. If none of the names seem familiar, 
search them. Find their stories. Gain a glimpse 
into their lives. Socio-political movements, like 
BLM, highlight a call to peaceful action to preserve 
the lives of minorities. Other campaigns, such as 
#AllLivesMatter and #BlueLivesMatter misinterpret 
the purpose of movements for marginalized groups 
while perpetuating the insignificance America has 
historically placed on black bodies. However, they are 
more than ‘black bodies.’ They are people.

Left: Thomas Raisch, © 1978 - The view of the World Trade Center. 
Right: Michael Raisch, © 2014 - The view of One World Trade Center.
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During the 1980s, Africa lost approximately 
600,000 elephants, almost half of the total 
population, to poaching (Bryan Christy, “Southern 
African Countries Are Trying — Again — to Legalize 
Elephant Ivory Sales,” National Geographic, 12 August 
2016). To remedy the situation, the international 
community banned all ivory trading, invoking the 
CITES agreement — a resolution that barred the 
trading of goods that threaten endangered species 
(“What is CITES?,” Convention on International Trade 
in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora, https://
www.cites.org/). The prohibition remained effective 
until the early 2000s, when large scale poaching of 
elephants increased.

What sparked the resurgence of poaching after 
several years of faithful conservation? The simple 
answer is this: human greed and the legalization of 

the ivory trade. When African countries were granted 
permission to auction seized ivory that they held in 
their stockpiles, which implicitly legalized the tusk-
trade, they immediately marketized copious amounts 
of ivory tusks to consumers in Asia. The tusks, valued 
greatly as a symbol of wealth and status, generated 
millions of dollars of revenue for the governments, 
which enticed poachers to bear the risk of criminal 
punishment and resume their craft (Mark Strauss, 
“Who Buys Ivory, You’d Be Surprised,” National 
Geographic, 12 August 2015). To make matters worse, 
Asian consumers and Africans alike remained largely 
oblivious to the disastrous effects of poaching and, 
more specifically, to the degree to which elephants 
were endangered; a survey conducted by National 
Geographic found that less than a third of the 
population thought elephants were “very endangered” 

and wrongly assumed that small 
quantities of ivory would not disrupt the 
biosphere greatly (Strauss). Moreover, in 
countries such as the United States and 
Philippines, public concerns about the 
ivory-tusk trade have been put at ease 
with a firm, albeit groundless, belief in 
the government’s ability to prevent the 
extinction of elephants.

How can we save the elephants from 
extinction? Although several proposals 
have gained support in the international 
community, none seem to address all the 
intricacies surrounding the issue. Now, 
in 2016, the most prominent and well-
tested solution advocates a return to the 
prohibition of the tusk trade, thereby 
allowing for severe crackdowns on 
poaching. However, even this solution, 
which seems to be the clearest and 
most coherent course of action, suffers 
from severe dissension. It is worth 
inspecting both sides of the debate to 
fully understand the problem at hand. 

The argument for continuing the 
legalization of the trade of ivory tusks 
hinges upon an honest, albeit unpleasant, 
assumption: the trade of tusks will 
continue, regardless of restrictions and 
regulations imposed by a government. 
Every year, thousands of dead elephants 
(the key distinction being dead, not killed) 
leave behind considerable heaps of ivory 
tusks, ripe for picking (John Walker, 

The Black Truth of the Ivory Trade   by Gaurang Goel ’17 and Ben Ryu ’17

africa
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The argument against the legalization of ivory-
tusk trade utilizes a pair of economic principles. 
Firstly, the legal marketization of ivory tusks will lead 
to increased demand and, in turn, increased deaths 
of elephants. Secondly, “no amount of legal trade can 
satisfy the current demand for ivory” (Mary Rice, “The 
Case Against a Legal Ivory Trade: It Will Lead to More 
Killing of Elephants,” YaleEnvironment360, 13 October 
2014). The opposition mentions the failures of the 
CITES agreement to effectively regulate the ivory-
tusk trade as evidence against the affirmative; after 
partially lifting the ban in 1999 — an “experimental” 
measure — to achieve the goals outlined above, the 
international community saw a sharp resurgence of 
poachers; unable to restrict the supply of tusks to 
only those that were obtained through natural means, 
CITES found itself overwhelmed, unable to quell the 
second-wave of poachers in Africa. 

In conclusion, the fate of our beloved elephants 
seems to depend largely on the decision to legalize or 
to prohibit the ivory trade. Will the passage of time 
fulfill the affirmative hopes? Or will the slaughter 
of elephants continue at an alarming pace? The 
fate of these elephants rests upon the international 
community’s decisiveness upon a course of action 
that ends the suffering of Africa’s elephants.

“The Case for a Legal Ivory Trade: It Could 
Help Stop the Slaughter,” YaleEnvironment360, 13 
October 2014). As mentioned above, ivory has 
long been coveted as a symbol of status in many 
cultures and, in more recent years, as a precious 
medical supplement in Asia. Therefore, policy 
makers contend that, since the supply of ivory 
tusks would naturally grow as time passes and the 
demand for ivory would remain robust amongst 
Asian countries, the prohibition of trade is an 
implausible and “undesirable” task.

Why is the prohibition of ivory-tusk trade 
“undesirable?” There are several answers to this 
question. First and foremost, the easiest way to 
reduce illegal poaching of elephants in the area 
is to release a supply of legal tusks in the market, 
often deemed the “one-off sale theory” of dismantling 
the black-market appeal (“One-Off Sale of Rhino 
Horn Stockpiles,” SaveTheRhinos). Consumers, 
hopefully maintaining a good conscience and morals, 
would move away from purchasing tusks through 
underhanded, criminal means because they no longer 
need to. With cleaner measures to purchase the highly 
sought, rich pieces of jewelry, the black market would 
collapse upon itself. Additionally, the resumption of 
legal trade of ivory tusks would decrease the incentives 

for poachers, as prices of tusks decrease; if a country, 
like South Africa, auctions off all of its ivory stockpiles 
and subsequently increases the supply of tusks, their 
prices would dwindle – thereby reducing the incentive 
to poach. Last but not least, the marketization of 
ivory tusks would generate revenue for African 
governments, which can, in turn, enhance their 
security measures to prevent poaching. Proponents of 
the status quo contend that banning trade would do 
very little to resolve the problem of illicit poaching; 
the legalization of tusk-trade, however, would fetch 
profits that can contribute towards the resolution of 
the issue (Walker).

Confiscated elephant tusks and boxes of figurines carved from 
ivory sit in the main hall of the National Wildlife Property 
Repository, in Colorado. 

Young people see ivory as a way to project an image of wealth and 
high social status. 
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people are infected with HIV/AIDS — the highest 
percentage in the world (CIA World Factbook). A 
mostly rural country, Swaziland’s unpredictable 
weather, paired with overworked land, leads to 
constant food insecurity. One in four children suffers 
from stunted growth due to malnutrition (World Food 
Programme). In such an impoverished country with a 
king of such indulgent tendencies, the absolute power 
given in the constitution can be dangerous, especially 
when Mswati III lives his life with no regard for the 
consequences of his power.

In my time there this summer, I was immersed 
in the small mountain village of Shewula, playing 
soccer with the children, working in a women’s craft 
workshop, and painting the walls of a school full of 
orphans of AIDS. While I was amazed by the beauty 
and joy of the country, I could not help but notice 
the lack of opportunity in the region; the women I 
helped made their income by taking an hour to make 
a bracelet or a coaster worth less than $0.50 in USD, 
and only one young woman and two men in the entire 
village had gone to a university in the past year.

Recent abuses of power by the king and 
prime minister have induced protests in cities 
across the country, fighting for increased pay for 

government workers, reduced taxes and more 
representation. In the past month, police 

opened fire on students protesting the 
poor quality and unqualified lecturers 
of Limkowing University (“Swaziland: 
Police Fire Gunshots at Students,” 
AllAfrica Media, 13 October 2016). 
Reliable news sources are limited in 
a country with only one independent 

newspaper, and one can only speculate 
what other corrupt events take place in 

such an isolated country. In 2012, The New 
York Times reported on a workers strike, 

due to a lack of a pay raise 
despite a value-added tax of 
14%. One of the protesting 
nurses anonymously told 
the reporter, “People are 
afraid. We don’t mind 
having a king. But the 
prime minister should 
be elected by the people. 
Politicians have to be 
accountable to us” (Lydia 
Polgreen, “Outside a 
King’s Plush, Streets Rise 
in Anger,” New York Times 
31 July 2012). 

If your net worth were in the billions, how would 
you spend your days? Deciding which private jet to 
take to Paris for the weekend, or which palace out of 
13  you might sleep in for the night? Perhaps you would 
give one of your 15 concurrent wives a necklace worth 
the annual income of one of the citizens you rule, or 
hold a feast that could fill a village for a month. King 
Mswati III of Swaziland makes these decisions every 
day.

Swaziland, a tiny landlocked country in southern 
Africa, has been facing turmoil in the past decade 
concerning the power of its king. Slightly smaller in 
area than New Jersey with a population of only 1.45 
million, Swaziland is often a forgotten country (CIA 
World Factbook). Known for its friendly people and 
beautiful mountains, the country has experienced 
a recent influx of tourists enjoying the vibrant 
local culture. However, as one of the only absolute 
monarchies left in the world, unrest among citizens 
is also growing due to King Mswati’s questionable 
decisions since his succession in 1986.

Under Swaziland’s constitution, the king has 
immunity from taxes, “suit or legal process in any cause 
in respect of all things done or omitted to be done by 
him,” and “being summoned to appear as a witness in 
any civil or criminal proceeding” (“Constitution 
of the Kingdom of Swaziland Act,” World 
Intellectual Property Organization/WIPO, 
2005). His political power includes the 
ability to veto any decision passed 
by the House of Assembly or Senate 
(which he does) and to handpick the 
prime minister and cabinet members. 
Essentially, the Swazi people have 
little to no say in the proceedings of 
their government. 

Since succeeding his father at age 18, 
Mswati III has been criticized by the 
media for his lavish lifestyle 
— including using public 
money for the construction 
of new palaces and purchase 
of luxury cars — in such a 
poverty-stricken country. 
On paper, Swaziland is a 
middle-income country, yet 
its high unemployment rate 
and deteriorating economy 
suggest otherwise. The 
average life expectancy 
is 50 years. For every 
5,882 people there is 
one physician, a statistic 
particularly troubling 
considering that 28.8% 

A Forgotten Country, A Corrupt King     by Sarah Gyurina ’18

King Mswati III of Swaziland
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collaboration with the United States to help launch 
Lesotho’s textile and garment industries so that they 
can hold their own in the fashion business. In fact, 
this past August, Bokang Ramoreboli, the CEO of 
AllFlo Couture, founded Lesotho Fashion Week, 
with the mission of bridging the gap between Lesotho 
and the rest of the world through art. Fashion Week 
featured local artists, putting them on a platform, 

providing exposure to the global voices of such guests 
as Lesotho’s country representative to the United 
Nations, Kelebone Maope, and renowned visual artist 
Meshu Mokitimi, and allowing participants to share 
their work while building connections with foreign 
fashionistas (Mohalenyane Phakela, “Lesotho Fashion 
Week on the Cards,” Lesotho Times, 18 March 2016).

Missions such as Fashion Week and Edun, a 
fashion brand based in New York, build “long-term, 
sustainable growth opportunities by supporting 
manufacturers, community-based initiatives and 
partnering with African artists and artisans”  (Edun 
Clothing Ltd. website). Such initiatives prove 
beneficial in launching and supporting artistic voices 
in the textile and garment industries, but fail to address 
the larger issue of Lesotho’s tenuous economy. If 
Lesotho ever encounters an economic downturn like 
the one in Greece, factory owners would simply pull 
out, leaving their Lesotho employees high and dry, 
notes Tshabalala  (Keletso). Thankfully, programs such 
as Fashion Week have encouraged African fashion 
designers to unite under one brand, African Clothing, 
which works as an export consortium to promote the 
African clothing, textiles, and other goods from the 
AGOA countries in the United States. By working 
with the top buyers and retailers, these designers are 
working to provide the largest distribution network 
for African garments in America, which will help 
provide sustainable employment and trade potential 
for Lesotho’s garment and textile industries (“A’frican 
Clothing, AGOA Export Consortium,” AGOA Fashion 
Week, 6 March 2016).

“Next time you pick up sporting gear or a pair 
of jeans in a U.S. mall, do check the label,” advises 
Moono Mupotola, Africa Trade Fund Coordinator 
(“Lesotho: Bracing for the Post-AGOA Period,” Daily 
Mail Zambia, 14 October 2016).

Lesotho, a small country landlocked by South 
Africa, remains the largest sub-Saharan exporter 
of garments to the United States. With more than 
40,000 mostly female workers, the apparel industry 
is the largest formal employment in the country 
(“Lesotho Textile Industry,” Lesotho Textile Exporters 
Association). As the nation’s 40 factories specialize 
in woven and knit garments, from denim jeans to 
chinos, from corduroys to skirts, from constructed 
trousers to jackets, Lesotho’s industry has developed 
relationships with such renowned brands as Levi 
Strauss, GAP, Wal-Mart, Calvin Klein, and JC Penney. 
With the industry picking up speed in recent years, 
the nation has launched a branding initiative in the 
hopes of launching ‘Made in Lesotho’ as a global 
trademark (“Textile and Apparel Industry,” Embassy of 
the Kingdom of Lesotho). 

Since the African Growth and Opportunities Act 
(AGOA) was implemented in 2004, allowing over 
6,400 products from eligible sub-Saharan African 
countries to enter the U.S. market duty-free, Lesotho 
has demonstrated “how even the poorest countries 
can take advantage of open markets”  when given the 
opportunity (Robyn Curnow, “Lesotho Plans for Life 
Without U.S. Trade Lifeline,” CNN, 15 February 2011).

 The gains from AGOA are undeniable, and have 
proved vital in the nation’s ability to stay economically 
afloat, despite suggestions by Thabo Tshabalala, 
a regional officer at IndustriAll-Africa,  that the 
economic boost was only a “fragile success” (Pamela 
Keletso, “Is Lesotho’s Garment Industry an ‘Ethical 
Alternative’?” Equal Times, 25 February 2015).

Since the act, great efforts have been made in 

Lesotho Balances Art and Industry     by Sophie Christiano ’17

Workers at a textile factory in Lesotho, a country that exported at 
least $330 million worth of products to the U.S. in 2015, making it 
the country’s largest private-sector employer as the nation reaps 
big from the African and Growth and Opportunity Act (AGOA).

A’frican Clothing® – AGOA Apparel Export Consortium. “Made in 
Africa for America”
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One Is a Lonely Number: Rethinking China’s One-Child Policy
by Lily Liu ’17

When my best friend in second grade’s younger 
brother was born in Hong Kong, I cried and begged 
my mother for a sibling. She sighed and said that our 
family could not afford to raise another child and 
pay the second-child fine, or bear the infant in Hong 
Kong or the U.S. Since the implementation of China’s 
one-child policy in 1980, those born after 1990  in the 
cities have lived in an age of “only child,” when having 
a sibling became a privilege for the rich, a strange 
peculiarity, or a misfortune for less wealthy families. 
However, this landscape could change as the first 
“only child” generation becomes “only child” parents, 
leading China towards an aging population. Seeking to 
prevent the economic downturn and aging work force, 
the Chinese government announced on October 25, 
2015 the repeal of the 35-year one-child policy and the 
implementation of the two-child policy — couples 
are now legally allowed to bear two children without 
additional fines — starting in January 2016. After 10  
months of implementation, critics have different 
opinions on whether this new policy could create a 
baby boom and ameliorate China’s aging society and 
gender discrimination that arose from the one-child 
policy.  

To understand the purpose behind the repeal of the 
one-child policy, one must first understand its impact  
in recent years. Originally imposed to curb China’s 
overpopulation, the decades-long one-child policy 
has ignited various controversies and socioeconomic 
issues that have increasingly affected the Chinese 
economy and its reputation. Since the Chinese 
central government introduced the one-child policy 
in 1979, the international community has criticized 
the forceful measures undertaken by the Chinese 
government, such as forced abortion, sterilization, and 
harsh fines (Kenneth Pletcher, “One-Child Policy,” 
Encyclopedia Britannica). As Chinese couples were only 
allowed to have one child, pre-existing discrimination 

against female infants in Chinese families resulted 
in a heavily skewed gender ratio in which 106 boys 
were born for every 100 girls by 2015, resulting in 
the second largest gender imbalance in the world, 
behind India (Albert Nardelli and Glenn Swann, “The 
Impact of China’s One-Child Policy in Four Graphs,” 
Guardian, 29 October 2015).  Even worse, there are 
millions of undocumented (usually female) infants 
who are abandoned by families who prefer to register 
a male child, and who are unable or unwilling to pay 
a penalty fine or undergo forced abortion. According 
to Britannica, these so called “black” children “faced 
hardships in obtaining education and employment.”

Besides gender discrimination, the most significant 
and alarming consequence of this controversial policy 
is China’s aging population. Researchers predict that 
more than a quarter of the Chinese population will 
be over the age of 65 by 2050 (Joyce Dong, “Impact 
of Two-Child Policy Felt in China,” Women of China, 3 
August 2016). The desperate need to extricate China 
from the “aging problem” faced by many post-industrial 
countries such as Japan drove the government to loosen 
its one-child policy gradually; for instance, in 2014, 
the government issued new exemptions that couples 
will be “allowed a second child when one parent was 
an only child.” In 2015, the ruling Communist Party 
issued an official statement claiming that the two-child 
policy was imposed “to promote a balanced growth 
of population...in a proactive response to the issue 
of an aging population...to continue uphold the basic 
national policy of population control and improve its 
strategy on population development” (Steven Jiang, 
Paul Armstrong, and Susannah Cullinane, “China 
Unveils Two-Child Policy,” CNN, 27 December 2015). 
National attention to the shrinking work force and its 
potential economic harm were the reasons that forced 
the Chinese government to make the change. 

To cope with the aging society, the two-child 
policy was implemented 10 months ago to counter 
the aging trap. Under the new policy, the government 
would allow couples to have two children, provide 
financial benefits and maternity leave to couples with 
a second child, and cut back policies that encourage 
late marriages and lower fertility rate, such as extra 
holidays for only-child parents (Emily Feng, “China’s 
Two-Child Policy: What Next?,” Diplomat, 4 March 
2016). For instance, the local government of Yichang, 
Hubei Province issued a statement that encourages 
employed couples to bear a second child, “pledging 
to provide benefits such as longer maternity leave 

asia/pacific
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when accounting for the short term birth rate spike 
after 2016. The article argues that, given the significant 
gender imbalance of the Chinese population, China 
needs a total fertility rate (TFR) of 2.2 to reach 
replacement fertility rate. However the current 
TFR (up to 2015) was 1.05, while in some provinces 

such as Yichang and Hubei, it was as 
low as 0.81. Therefore, it is unlikely 
that China would recover from “the 
low fertility trap” that accumulated 
evidence in the past 20 years have 
suggested (Liang Jianzhang and Huan 
Wenzheng, “‘Two-Child Policy Not 
Enough to Halt China’s Plunging 
Fertility Rates,” Caixin, 3 November 
2016). Similarly, Kuangshi Huang from 
the Population and Development 
Research Center of China also 
pointed out that those numbers – such 
as the birth rate targets – are “not 
based on specific calculations but are 
rough estimates” (Feng). In contrast, 
Yuan Xin, a population scientist at 
Tianjin-based Nankai University, 
believes that, although hopeful that 
the two-child policy could result in 
long term population growth, it still 
poses concerns that the numbers are 
“based on optimistic estimations” 
and that “uncertainties over the long 
run remain, like if the younger people 
are willing to have a second baby, to 

sustain growth” (Candy Liao, “Birthrate Figures Show 
Two-Child Policy Is Working,” Women of China, 31 
October 2016).

As Yuan mentioned, another skepticism towards 
the two-child policy is the willingness or capability of 
young couples to bear a second child. According to 
CNN, due to deterrents such as pollution and high 
living cost in cities, “nearly 50% of urban Chinese 
residents want no more than one child, according 
to a survey cited by Capital Economics” (Sophia 
Yan and Ivana Kottasova, “Why China’s Two-Child 
Policy Is No Silver Bullet for the Economy,” CNN, 
29 October 2016). Even in rural sectors, birth rates 
have plummeted as young people migrate to the cities 
in search of opportunities, resulting in the closing of 
“around 50% of rural schools” because of declining 
attendance (Jianzhang and Wenzheng). Furthermore, 
the lack of specific standards for implementation of the 
loosened quota could result in a minimal impact of the 
two-child policy. According to the Diplomat, since the 
National People’s Congress’ Standing Committee has 
devolved the power of curating specific action plans 
to local governments, “the diffusion of responsibility 
has led to a marked lack of action around creating new 
programs to encourage more births in China.” Huang 
also commented that the lack of targets for birth 

and free premarital and gynecological check-ups and 
counseling for women of more advanced age” (Zhou 
Jiaxin, “Maternal Mortality Rises 30.6% in First Half 
As Two-Child Policy Takes Effect,” Global Times, 29 
September 2016).

The success and efficacy of the two-child policy in 
overturning the aging population and discrimination 

against women is still very uncertain. Mainstream 
Chinese media have primarily highlighted optimistic 
rising birth rates since January 2016. According to 
Joyce Dong, the policy will result in an estimated 3 
million newborn babies annually in the next five years, 
and “a yearly increase of up to 50 billion yuan, or more 
than $7 billion USD, is expected in consumption for 
infants in China.” The National Health and Family 
Planning Commission even posted shocking data 
that 8.31 million newborns were registered since the 
first half of 2016, with 44.7% of newborns being the 
second child, a 6.9% increase since 2015. The report 
optimistically predicted that the two-child policy 
would bring significant economic long-term benefits 
and “by the year 2050, it is expected to result in an 
extra 30 million working-age people and lower the 
aging rate by 2%, commission projections show, and 
1.45 billion in 2029” (Dong).

 Although most agree with the estimated numbers, 
some scholars pose concerns about the validity of 
those optimistic figures, the young generation’s 
willingness to bear more than one child, and the 
effective implementation of the two-child policy. 
For instance, a study presented in Caixin, a Chinese 
finance and economics journal, doubted that the 
population would recover from low fertility rates even 
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quotas in each province is also problematic. “There 
is no truly scientific understanding yet of exactly to 
what level the population is decreasing and thus no 
exact numbers for how many births we need to add,” 
said Huang, who doubts that implementation would 
be effective (Feng).

Finally, besides ambivalent views on the two-child 
policy’s ability to reverse China’s aging, the prospect 
of decreasing gender inequality that resulted from the 
one-child policy is also very slim. Even though allowing 
families to have a second child could potentially 
decrease the number of undocumented female infants 
or abortions of female embryos, new challenges arise 
for women who plan to have more children, especially 
in the employment sector. For instance, according to 
a survey conducted by the Women’s Studies Institute 
of China (WSIC) in 2014, 86.18% of female graduates 
in big cities such as Beijing, Hebei, and Shandong say 
they have experienced gender discrimination while job 
hunting” (“Two-Child Policy Delivers New Problems 
for Women,” China Daily, 10 August 2016). Many argue 
that without sufficient financial support for maternity 
leave, gender discrimination in the workforce could 
worsen following the two-child policy. According 
to Guo Rulin, a human resource worker at a private 
pharmaceutical company, “normally, maternity 
impacts a woman’s work for a year or two, but the 
company still pays them a salary and offers social 

security. A second child will double 
the costs” (Hewater Liu, “Chinese 
Women Face Severe Job Competition 
After Introduction of Universal Two-
Child Policy,” Women of China, 10 
August 2016).

 In a society where women are 
often considered to play a major role 
in the domestic sphere, second-child 
mothers could face even harsher 
discrimination. In addition, female 
mortality also poses a new concern as 
a side effect to the two-child policy. 
China’s National Health Commission 
and Family Planning has recently 
released a report revealing that the 
maternal mortality rate actually rose 
in the first half of 2016 to “18.3 per 
100,000 live births, 30.6 percent 
higher than the same period of last 

year” (Li Yan, “Maternal Mortality Rate Rises 30% in 
First Half As Implementation of Two-Child Policy,” 
Women of China, 29 September 2016).  According to 
research fellow Liang Zhongtang at the Shanghai 
Academy of Social Sciences, this rise of mortality rate 
could have resulted from the increase of women over 
35 choosing to bear a second child, since “roughly 
60 percent of the women eligible to the right of 
one additional childbirth are at least 35 years old.” 
However, Liang reassured that maternal mortality 
could “drop to a normal level after at most two or 
three years” (Yan). Regardless, gender would still play 
a significant role. 

Although many critics think that the policy is “too 
little and too late,” and although some have criticized 
the Chinese government’s controversial birth control 
as a violation of human rights, the two-child policy still 
represents the Chinese government’s realization of 
the negative consequences of its one-child policy and 
its effort to overturn the trend. Facing both moral and 
pragmatic concerns, China faces a difficult dilemma 
in harnessing its 1.3 billion population. Whether 
the two-child policy could overturn the wheel of 
fate, the battle would be a difficult one, complicated 
by economic concerns, more criticism, and new 
challenges arising from shifting demographics.

Reflections on a Summer in China     by Mira Anderson ’18

Before my trip to China this past summer, traveling 
abroad was not entirely new to me. I had been to 
several different countries, experienced long flights, 
and felt the insecurity associated with unfamiliarity. 
However, students from not only Loomis but also 
other boarding schools participated in the School Year 
Abroad trip, so I did not know most of the people 

going to China. Also, living with a host family for over 
a month was a completely foreign experience.

On June 26, 2016, I, and a group of 30 other 
students, departed from Boston Logan International 
Airport on a plane headed to Beijing. After a 13-hour 
flight, we landed and headed towards the Liaoning 
Hotel, where we stayed for the next few days before 
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meeting our host families. During the bus ride to 
the hotel, I was mesmerized by the bright Chinese 
characters illuminating the tops of skyscrapers and 
the sounds of Beijing’s busy streets that rang below.  
Even the hot night air felt heavier. I was struck by the 
fact that we were now halfway across the globe. 

In the morning, I was able to properly take in the 
city. Walking from the hotel to the school “二附中”  
(èrfùzhōng), I noticed that although the streets were 
packed, locals maneuvered through the crowds with 
ease. Students were able to become more familiar 
with Beijing during the orientation, getting a chance 

to converse with locals through 
scavenger hunt activities like buying 
three different fruits from a street 

vendor and finding a shop that would pump up bike 
tires. 

The two days before we met our host families felt 
like two months and were packed with activities. By 
the time I met my host family, I had already made 
many new friends, became familiar with the streets 
surrounding the Liaoning Hotel, attended my first 
Chinese class in the Beijing school, and visited the 
Forbidden City. Even though I would be leaving this 
familiarity that I had become accustomed to while 
staying at the Liaoning Hotel, I was excited to build 
new friendships with a Chinese family. My host family 
consisted of a mother, a father, and their 10-year old 
daughter. The mother’s two parents also lived with 
them in their apartment in the third ring of Beijing. 
Upon meeting them for the first time, I was relieved 
to find that the mother, Yu Xiao, and the father, Fu 
Zhenbang, could both speak English very well (though 
they tried to speak mostly Chinese in order to help 
me improve in the language). Their daughter, Chen 
Chen, could also speak some English, and her parents 
encouraged her to practice with me while I mainly 
spoke Chinese to her. On my first night in their 
apartment, Lao lao (“grandmother” in Chinese) cooked 
a large meal for the special occasion that consisted of 
numerous dishes like “糖醋鱼”(tángcùyú; sweet and 
sour fish) and “白菜”(báicài; Chinese cabbage). After 

Visiting the Great 
Wall of China

staying with my host family for awhile, I must admit, 
I took Lao lao’s amazing cooking for granted. For the 
next few weeks, I formed a strong bond with my host 
mother and sister. Every night, I would either take 
a walk with Yu Xiao or play basketball with my host 
sister and her friends at the park. I also helped Chen 
Chen with her English homework, which often was 
reading aloud a Dr. Seuss book. Certain words were 
difficult to explain to her since Dr. Seuss makes up a 
lot of words like “diffendoofer” and “sneetches.”

While living in Beijing, I attended school at “二附
中”  (èrfùzhōng) every day of the week. Here, I had 
three classes in the morning during which I studied 
Chinese. Every night for homework, we would read 
about major aspects of Chinese society, learning very 
unconventional Chinese vocab words in the process, 
but also became more familiar with the Chinese 
culture. For instance, one night’s reading described 
China’s one-child policy, which was enacted in an 
effort to slow rapid population growth within the 
country. Part of the homework was interviewing 
host families about the policy, so I learned that my 
host mother believed the ideal number of children in 
a family is two. This was fitting because Yu Xiao is 
expecting another child in December! Another night’s 
reading explained that most elderly people in China 
live with their children. Learning about this was also 
interesting, since my host mother’s parents lived with 
us. 

In addition to regular classes, SYA students also 
got to attend extracurricular courses like martial arts 
and calligraphy. Our calligraphy teacher, an elderly 
man who had lived through the Cultural Revolution 
as a teacher, was keen on helping students improve on 
their character strokes as well as learn about the origin 
of the characters. Though we could not understand 
much of what he said during class, we listened to him 
intently, mainly focusing on the skill with which he 
demonstrated calligraphy. 

During the last week of the trip, we left Beijing to 
explore the more rural areas of China. Taking multiple 
overnight trains to Xi An, Lanzhou, Hezuo, and Xiahe, 

Our last calligraphy class
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country, improving his Chinese, or introducing SYA 
students every year to new experiences. Looking back 
on this summer, I realize that no matter how many 
times I go to China, I will never truly be finished 
discovering different sides of the country. Just when 
I grew familiar with living in the Liaoning Hotel, I 
began living with my host family. Just when I felt I 
had mastered the bus system of Beijing, we traveled 
to the more desolate areas of China. Even though I 
grew familiar with the busy streets of China’s capital, 
the country’s long stretches of never-ending mountain 
lands lay unknown to me. During those five weeks in 
China, I improved my Chinese, formed a relationship 

with my host family, and enriched 
my cultural understanding of 
China. From crossing a bridge 
packed with vendors every day 
to practicing calligraphy in 
classroom 620 of     “二附中,” the 
memories I made in China are 
those of vibrancy and nostalgia. 
This experience opened my 
eyes to a different side of the 
world, and I hope I can have 
the opportunity to travel to 
China again and perhaps explore 
another side of the country.

One People, Two Nations: Korean Division Continues    
by Eugene Kim ’18

we watched the landscape turn from 
towering skyscrapers to lush, green 
mountains, felt the air change from 
warm and heavy to chilly and crisp, 
and listened to our surroundings as 
they grew quieter. For the last few 
days, we traveled to temples and 
grasslands, experiencing Tibetan 
Buddhist culture and witnessing a 
different side of China. 

One rainy morning, in the 
province of Gansu, during our 
last week of travel, our program’s 
director, John McLoughlin, gave us 
an insightful piece of information. 
He told us that even after 30 years 
of traveling to and from China, he 
still has not finished exploring the 

I make “饺子,”dumplings, with Yu Xiao 
and Lao lao.

Calligraphy my host sister painted for 
me, roughly translating to “enjoy one’s 
youth”

When Japan surrendered to the Allies in 1945 at 
the conclusion of World War II, the country’s 35-
year annexation of the Korean peninsula also ended. 
However, the peace was short lived, as the Soviet 
and American forces occupied the peninsula almost 
immediately, which led to the division at the 38th 
parallel. In 1950, the Korean War broke out; 66 years 
later, the two countries are technically still at war, 
even though the signing of the 1953 armistice marked 
the end of official hostilities.

The armistice, however, did not prevent skirmishes 
— from 1966, when both sides invaded the Korean 
Demilitarized Zone (DMZ), engaging in fights that 
perpetuated the deadlock, to 1996, when North 
Korea sent troops into the DMZ, thereby nullifying 
the armistice, and more recently, to 2015, when two 
South Korean soldiers were maimed due to a land 
mine allegedly planted by the North (Moira Lavelle, 

“A Brief History of Border Conflict Between North 
and South Korea,” Public Radio International, 20 
August 2015). The battles also led the two opposed 
governments to slander the other in international 
affairs, and conversations about North Korea’s 
development of nuclear  weapons is becoming more 
and more heated (Sam Kim, “South Korea Says North 
‘Distorting’ Facts With Slander Proposal,” Bloomberg, 
16 January 2014).

In 2003, North Korea pulled out of the Non-
Proliferation Treaty (NPT), no longer obligating it to 
use nuclear power for peaceful purposes. Ever since, 
the United States, North Korea, South Korea, China, 
Japan, and Russia have come together for the Six 
Party Talks, trying to coerce North Korea to suspend 
its nuclear weapons program in exchange for aid  
(Caitlin Lu, “Six Party Talks on North Korea’s Nuclear 
Program,” Stanford.edu, 12 March 2016). However, 
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these agreements seem to have little impact 
on the Kim Jung-un regime, as the North 
consistently pursues its missile program and 
disregards the international community’s 
condemnation of the tests. The most recent 
nuclear test was on September 9, 2016; 
the missile had a magnitude equivalent to 
10 kilotons of TNT  - twice the power of 
the previous test (“North Korea Nuclear 
Timeline Fast Facts,” CNN, 10 September 
2016).

In response to these frequent missile 
tests, American troops in South Korea have 
requested President Park Geun-hye for the placement 
of the Terminal High Altitude Area Defense (THAAD) 
anti-missile system in the peninsula, which would 
allow for the destruction of any ballistic missile headed 
for South Korea, American territories such as Guam, 
and mainland U.S. However, Russia and China have 
strongly discouraged this placement. These countries 
aren’t worried about the anti-missile part, but, rather, 
the high spec X-band Radar of the THAAD. President 
Xi Jinping of China has requested President Park to 
diminish the capabilities of the radar to only detect 
North Korean activity, should the THAAD ever be 

placed in Korea (Ankit Panda, “What Is 
THAAD, What Does It Do, and Why Is 
China Mad About It?” Diplomat, 25 February 
2016). Many civilians in South Korea are 
also requesting the government to not 
place the THAAD, as relations with China 
and Russia, two important trade partners 
with giant economies, would break apart, 
and the economy as a whole would suffer. 
Nonetheless, the U.S. continues to pursue 
the placement, as it would greatly diminish 
the chances of a North Korean missile 
reaching the U.S. or any of its allies.

Before the Japanese annexation in 1910, 
the whole peninsula was united as the 

Korean Empire. North Koreans and South Koreans 
still speak the same language, eat the same food, and 
share the same history. As a second generation Korean-
American, I often do not feel a special connection 
to North Koreans, or even to South Koreans. But 
every time I think about it, I am reminded that this 
forced conflict would never have happened had it not 
been for the proxy war between communism  and 
democracy. Had this division never happened, there 
would never be a nuclear  threat from North Korea, 
and never a need to arm high profile, expensive, and 
controversial THAAD systems.

AREA DEFENSE When enemies attack, governments must be ready to defend 
their soldiers, citizens and infrastructure. That’s where THAAD comes in – one 
of the most advanced missile defense systems in the world.

Rodrigo Duterte: Provocative, Progressive, ‘Punisher’
by Louis Chen ’18

On May 9, 2016 Rodrigo 
Duterte won the Philippine 
presidential election, and 
he was inaugurated as his 
country’s 16th president on 
June 30. Comedian John Oliver 
called Duterte the “Donald 
Trump of the East” for his 
incendiary and inappropriate 
comments, which include 

calling both President Barack 
Obama and Pope Francis, on 
separate occasions, a “son of a 
whore,” praising Adolf Hitler, 
and threatening to leave the 
United Nations  (“Philippines 
President Rodrigo Duterte in 
Quotes,” BBC, 30 September 
2016). 

“Rody” Duterte was 
previously the mayor of Davao 
City in southern Philippines. Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte
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During his time as mayor, he received the nickname 
“The Punisher” for his adamant stance against crime 
and his alleged involvement with the Davao Death 
Squad, a vigilante group responsible for murdering 
suspects of petty crimes and drug dealing. As mayor, 
Duterte overtly condoned the actions of this group; 
needless to say, crime rates plummeted during his 
tenure. “Under Duterte’s rule...Davao reached a 
monthly crime volume of 0.8 cases per 10,000 persons 
from 1999 to 2005 (“You Can Die Any Time,” Human 
Rights Watch, April 2009).

On the eve of his victory in May, Duterte promised 
that he would be “strict and a dictator, but only against 
forces of evil — criminality, drugs, and corruption in 
government” (Jason Gutierrez, Tiffany Ap, and Rob 
Sawatzky,  “As Philippines’ Likely President, Duterte 
Vows To Be ‘Dictator’ Against Evil,” CNN, 10 May 

2016). He has initiated a merciless, countrywide war 
on drugs. He has encouraged the death of tens of 
thousands of people associated with the drug trade, 
including addicts. Duterte has also promulgated kill 
lists, lists of people believed to be associated with 
drugs. These lists include politicians, judges, and 
police officers, often without any evidence. Duterte 
has turned the Philippines into an environment where 

anyone can kill or be killed without consequences — 
all in the name of the war on drugs. 

For decades, the Philippines and the United 
States have had firm diplomatic ties; however, with 
President Duterte that relationship could now be 
subject to change. His administration has promised 
to follow an independent foreign policy that would 
operate without the interference of foreign countries. 
President Duterte himself has said, “Eventually I 
might, in my time, I will break up with America. I’d 
rather go to Russia and to China” (Buena Bernal and 
Holly Yan, “Philippines’ President Says He’ll ‘Break 
Up’ with U.S., Tells Obama ‘Go to Hell’” CNN, 4 
October 2016). Unlike his predecessor, Duterte has 
also engaged in diplomacy with China. Recently, he 
traveled to China and Japan where he announced 
the separation of the Philippines from the United 
States and the expulsion of all foreign troops from his 
country within two years. Duterte’s presidency may 
also affect the nature of territory disputes; an alliance 
between China and the Philippines could disrupt 
other nations’ ability to navigate in the South China 
Sea, an essential international waterway. 

However, Duterte’s presidency has not been 
marked entirely by disparaging statements and 
sanctioned killings; he is extraordinarily progressive 
on certain social issues. Perhaps surprisingly, 
Duterte has defended LGBTQ rights: he is in favor 
of legalizing same-sex marriage and allowing the 
LGBTQ community to serve in the Philippine 
military. In fact, in December 2012, Duterte passed 
a law that banned discrimination against transgender 
people and other minority groups. He has also stated 
that, discrimination is “divisive and a barrier to social 
integration between and among peoples of different 
faiths, beliefs, sexual orientations, physical attributes 
and discordant loyalties” (Jan Suing, “Why I Am 
Voting for Rodrigo Duterte,” Huffington Post, 14 April 
2016). Additionally, Duterte is an unlikely proponent 
proponent for women’s rights; he ratified the Women 
Development Code (Davao City Ordinance 504), 
which helped women get jobs in the government. He 
also established a Women and Children Protection 
Unit to give emotional and psychological support for 
sexual assault victims. 

From encouraging murder to advocating women’s 
rights, Duterte’s presidency has had a questionable 
inception. He may be deserving of the epithet “the 
Punisher,” but “the Donald Trump of the East” may 
be an over-exaggeration. While the two men share a 
tendency to speak their minds, are prone to making 
controversial statements, and desire more law and 
order, the comparison ends there. Only the future will 
show how Trump leads, but Duterte’s unpredictability 
and his mismatched group of policies will continue 
to cause skepticism as well as mold the Philippines’ 
changing relationship with the U.S. and China for the 
next six years.

The May 23, 2016 cover of Time magazine (Asia edition) with the 
headline: “The Punisher: Why Rodrigo Duterte is the Philippines’ 
new leader”
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Middle East

Running, Jumping, Kicking, and Breaking Stereotypes: 
Muslim Women in Rio     by Hanna Hameedy ’17

During the Summer Olympics, many viewers 
focus on the competition among countries, often 
getting caught up in which 
one is winning the most gold 
medals in popular sports such 
as swimming, gymnastics, or 
soccer. In the midst of the 
heated, competitive atmosphere, 
the general public often fails 
to take advantage of the global 
stage to witness social changes 
in the less recognized countries. 
The 2016 Rio Olympics was the 
site of many firsts, such as the 
Refugee Olympic Team. But 
another significant change came 
from the female competitors; 
indeed, women truly made their 
mark this year. Many Middle 
Eastern  women made history by 
being the first to win a medal for 
their country, while others were 
noteworthy simply for attending 
and representing their nation in 
the Games.

Kimia Alizadeh Zenoozi, 
the first Iranian woman to win 
an Olympic medal, is one such 
trailblazer. Earning a bronze 
medal in women’s taekwondo, 
Kimia Alizadeh, only 18 years 
old, became one of many Middle 
Eastern women to  break ground 
in Rio. She, like many female 
athletes from Arab countries 
such as Saudi Arabia, Egypt, and 
Qatar, competed in accordance 
with the religious dress, sporting 
a hijab as she defeated Sweden’s 
Nikita Glasnovic (Harriet 
Agerholm, “Rio 2016: Kimia Alizadeh Zenoorin 
Becomes First Iranian Woman to Win Olympic 
Medal,” Independent, 20 August 2016). Alizadeh’s first 
statement after winning — “I am so happy for Iranian 
girls because it is the first medal and I hope at the 
next Olympics we will get a gold…I thank God that 
I made history with my bronze to pave the way for 
other Iranian women” — illustrates her pride that she 
is opening up opportunities for other Iranian girls, 
her win changing the perspectives not only of little 

girls and women in Iran, but of people everywhere. 
A Muslim woman winning international recognition 

for her country, ironically 
where she cannot even attend 
sporting events, highlights the 
contrast between the modern, 
progressive actions of Iran’s 
citizens and the antiquated, 
frivolous, and pointless laws of 
its conservative government. 
Kimia Alizadeh Zenoozi’s win 
paves the way for future Iranian, 
or other Middle Eastern, women 
to defy the expectations of their 
governments as well as those of 
the critical West.

Saudi Arabia sent four 
female athletes to compete in 
Rio, doubling the amount  it 
had ever sent to any previous 
Olympics (Aya Batrawy, “Saudi 
Arabia Doubles Female Olympic 
Athletes from 2 to 4,” Associated 
Press, 31 July 2016). All four women 
were ‘wildcard’ athletes, granted 
a position on Saudi Arabia’s team 
by the International Olympic 
Committee (IOC), despite not 
meeting the initial qualifications 
for entering a competition, 
and having abilities below the 
standard of other competitors. 
Usually this is done in an effort 
to either further promote a 
sport or because more athletes 
are needed. In the case of Saudi 
Arabia’s four female athletes, 
they were invited to further 
promote their sports. While 
four may not seem too many, this 

increase comes from a country with strict regulation 
and laws on women that make sports in general very 
difficult for women to pursue. Ultra-conservatives in 
Saudi Arabia frown on women’s access to exercise; 
further, places where women can practice sports are 
limited (Batrawy). 

The increase in female athletes in only the second 
Olympics where Saudi women were even allowed to 
compete comes at a time of expansion of rights in 
other areas as well. Earlier this year, a royal decree 

Taekwondo athlete Kimia Alizadeh Zenoozi won a 
bronze medal in Rio, the first Iranian woman to 
win a medal at the Olympic Games. She defeated 
Sweden’s Nikita Glasnovic in the 57 kg weight 
class.
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August 2016). El-Ghobashy chose to wear the hijab 
purely because of her own beliefs, not because of 
Egyptian law or regulations (Heather Murdock, 
“Egyptian Women’s Hijab Dilemma: To Wear or Not 
Wear,” VOA, 5 August 2016). Roger Cohen, a New York 
Times writer, described the image of a woman in hijab 
playing amongst women in bikinis as “two beliefs 
and two dress codes, brought together by sport,” 
emphasizing how two very different ideologies, often 
associated with how one dresses, can be reconciled 
in something we can all share: sports. By wearing 
the hijab, el-Ghobashy brought two very different 
cultures together in a direct juxtaposition. As the 
beach volleyball court opens up to accept players in 

the western convention — those clad in bikini, as 
well as players covered from head to toe in hijab — 
the sport begins to more accurately represent the 
diversity and plurality of the world and its cultures. 
On a global platform, two cultures (and two senses 
of identity normally put at odds with each other) 
coexisted successfully. 

The Summer Olympics has often been marked 
by noteworthy, world changing events, but this 
year these women, among many others, challenged 
stereotypes — in this case of what a Middle Eastern 
woman should look like or be capable of. These 
stereotypes, perpetuated by both their own countries 
as well as western misinterpretation of their cultures, 
degrade Middle Eastern women to fit into a box of 
the submissive and oppressed. Instead, all of these 
Olympians helped increase visibility of the diversity 
and strength women have, not only in Middle Eastern 
countries, but all over the world. 

Including both the group of countries surrounding 
Saudi Arabia and the nations of northern Africa, 
the series of protests now known as the Arab Spring 
involved millions of people who “took to the streets 
demanding dignity, democracy, and social justice” 
(Gilbert Achcar and Nada Matta, “What Happened 

The Arab Spring and Tunisia, Then and Now     by Lauren Hinton ’18

Ash-shaʻb yurīd isqāṭ an-niẓām. “The people want to 
bring down the regime.”

First heard in the protests of the Tunisian 
Revolution, this expression would grow to summarize 
the political thought of young minds in the Arab world. 

granted Saudi women the right to participate in local 
elections, including voting and running for office 
(Mona El-Naggar, “Saudi Women Vote for the First 
Time. What Did That Look Like?,” New York Times, 18 
October 2016). As women gain some political rights, 
they gain social role models, who are pioneering 
the field of women’s athletics. In a country with no 
formalized physical education program, and laws 
against seeing a woman run in sweatpants, let alone 
shorts, four female athletes competing in track and 
field, judo, and fencing is remarkable (Batrawy). 

Egyptian Doaa Elghobashy also made international 
headlines by becoming the first beach volleyball 
player to wear a hijab at the Olympics (Roger Cohen, 
“Olympians in Hijab and Bikini,” New York Times, 11 

Egypt’s Doaa Elghobashy competes vs. Germany’s Kira 
Walkenhorst in Rio. “I have worn the hijab for 10 years,” 
Elghobashy told the Associated Press. “It doesn’t keep me away 
from the things I love to do, and beach volleyball is one of them.”
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border who asked her brother, “Are you the 
male companion of these two women?” Laws in 
Tunisia dictated that women must have a male 
companion traveling alongside them to even be 
accepted, to even be considered a full person. 
Al-Mezghani compares herself to a cat that 
crossed the border without the accompaniment 
of a man. She asserts that the cat “felt confident 
and free to purr without being stopped” (Nasser 
Weddady and Sohrab Ahmari, eds., Arab Spring 
Dreams, 2012).

Five years later, a sense of hope stems from 
the democratic institutions adopted in Tunisia 
(Michael Robbins, “Five Years After the 
Revolution, More and More Tunisians Support 
Democracy,” Washington Post, 20 May 2016). 
Following the revolution, the government 
was eventually left in the hands of politicians 
and their respective political parties. Tunisia 
now follows a new constitution, a document 
credited with being the most liberal in the 

nation’s history. According to a study done by The 
Washington Post in February 2016, many believe 
that the future of the nation lies in the promises of 
democracy (Robbins).

 Political compromise was the main principle in the 
mind of Tunisia’s Islamic Democrats. They avoided 
the possibility of civil war by abandoning the idea 
of majority rule and focusing on a broad spectrum 
of governmental influence. What particularly sets 
Tunisia apart is the optimism of its citizens, as 
authoritarian regimes contested that the expressions 
of the Arab Spring focused on diminishing the hope 
of its protestors (Soumaya Ghannoushi, “Tunisia’s 
Relative Success Story Five Years on Since the Arab 
Spring,” Middle East Eye, 14 January 2016). With the 
hope that is still pronounced in Tunisia, the country, 
though still far from a thriving democratic nation, 
continues to progress on an upward trajectory towards 
equality.

to the Arab Spring?,” Jacobin, 17 December 2015). The 
Arab Spring, a broad term, refers to all of the violent 
and nonviolent protests, civil wars, and coups that 
took place throughout the Arab world from roughly 
December 17, 2010 to early-mid 2012, with the peak 
occurring in the first half of 2011. The people united 
in their calls for democracy, equality of the sexes, and 
basic property rights. The catalyzing event in 2010 
was the demonstration of a Tunisian fruit vendor, 
Mohamed Bouazizi, trying to support his family in 
the impoverished, rural town of Sidi Bouzid. When 
he could not pay a bribe to police, Bouazizi had his 
produce ruined and his electronic scales taken by the 
corrupt police. After the governor refused to meet 
with him, Bouazizi set himself on fire while screaming 
that he had no other way of earning money for his 

family. By setting himself aflame in protest of police 
injustice, Bouazizi inspired a series of uprisings 
throughout his own country against such despotic 
action. He inspired millions of others to become 
advocates for justice in their own societies.

A critic of Tunisian oppression of women is Samar 
al-Mezghani, a 28-year-old  author and advocate. In 
2000, at age 12, she was cited by the Guinness Book 
of World Records as the youngest published writer in 
the world and, two years later, as the most prolific 
for her age. Even with such an outstanding talent, 
Al-Mezghani was still limited by the common social 
injustice that afflicted her country. In her 2012 essay, 
“The Cat at the Border Crossing,” she recounts the 
moments she spent traveling with her mother and 
brother to cross the border from Tunisia into Libya. 
She relays the harrowing words of the guard at the 

Mohamed Bouazizi, the Tunisian street vendor who set himself on 
fire on December 17, 2010, igniting the Arab Spring throughout 

the region in the months following

Samar Samir Mezghani, a Tunisian children’s author
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Syria’s War,” New York Times, 18 September 2016 ).  
Four groups engage in combat in Syria. The Syrian 

government ruled over the country before the conflict 
under the authoritarian regime of Bashar Al-Assad, but 
is now confined to Western Syria, holding the majority 
of both Damascus and Aleppo (Sergio Pecanha, Sarah 
Almuhktar, and K.K. Rebecca Lai, “Untangling the 
Overlapping Conflicts in the Syrian War,” New York 
Times, 18 October 2015). Rebel groups spawned from 
a popular movement over five years ago in opposition 

to the authoritarian regime, and 
aim to create a fair democracy, not 
a country dominated by Alawites, 
once Assad is defeated. There are 
four major rebel groups, all located in 
Western Syria and constantly under 
attack by the Syrian government and 
its allies. ISIS hopes to gain more 
territory in Syria in order to grow its 
Islamic State, and is the only actor 
that is hostile towards the others, 
having no allies in Syria. The Kurds 
are a mostly Sunni Muslim people 
who inhabited an area of Southeast 
Asia, sometimes referred to as 
Kurdistan (northern Syria, southern 
Turkey, northern Iraq, western Iran), 
under the Ottoman Empire. After 
World War I, the Ottoman Empire 
broke up, and though the Kurds were 
promised a separate territory under 
the Treaty of Sevres, Turkish leader 
Mustafa Kemal Ataturk rejected 
this provision. The Kurds have since 
called for their own separate country, 
and even engaged in armed conflict 
with Turkey from 1984 to 1999 (“Who 
Are the Kurds?” Washington Post, 
1999). They now control their own 

territory in what was northern Syria as a result of this 
conflict, and fight back against ISIS to their south. 
Turkey has executed strikes on Kurdish holdings in 
Turkey, but does not attack Kurds in Syria, as they are 
backed by the United States, close allies to Turkey.

At this point, two major wars rage in Syria. The 
Syrian civil war is fought mainly between the Syrian 
government and its allies and rebel groups and their 
allies, but the government also fights against the 
Islamic State (IS, or ISIS) in this conflict. The war 
against ISIS is fought mainly between the Islamic 
State and U.S. (with Kurds heavily involved), although 
ISIS does at times engage the Syrian government. 

What started as another Arab Spring uprising has 
become an extremely bloody and inhumane conflict. 
Under Bashar Al-Assad’s government, top positions 
were given to Alawites (a branch of Shiite Islam), who 
had ruled Syria since France established Syria as the 
Alawite state after the collapse of Ottoman Empire at 
the close of World War I. Columnist Max Fisher writes, 
“Mr. Assad had strong support among the military 
and security services, but not the broader population, 
making violence more tempting,” suggesting Assad’s 

authoritarian Alawite minority rule was fearful of the 
Sunni Muslim majority in Syria. This fear may have 
fueled Assad’s opening fire on peaceful protesters in 
2011, starting the civil war. Fisher continues, “Mr. 
Assad seems to believe he can regain control only 
by violently coercing Syrians into submission. That 
has included using chemical weapons, barrel bombs 
and starvation,” suggesting that the internationally 
condemned actions stem from Assad’s knowledge 
of his own shaking support. He has since seen his 
support base shrink and some of his military defect, 
but not enough to dispel the stalemate, and refuses 
to stop fighting. This perpetuates a conflict that 
neither side seems strong enough to win (Max Fisher, 
“Straightforward Answers to Basic Questions About 

The Complicated, Contradictory Alliances of the Syrian War
by Ramesh Shrestha ’18
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The following is a complete list of actors in Syria, 
and their goals:

1. Syria – allied with Russia, Iran, Hezbollah, and 
local militias – aims to reconcile national control 
over the now-fragmented country under Bashar Al-
Assad. While they are opposed to ISIS, they mostly 
fight with rebel groups. They believe that due to their 
dwindling base of support, they must force Syrians 
into submission.

2. Rebel groups, backed by the U.S., Australia, 
Bahrain, Canada, France, Jordan, Saudi Arabia, Jordan, 
and the United Arab Emirates (UAE) are trying to 
both overthrow Assad and defeat the Islamic State.  

3. The Islamic State (IS, or ISIS) vies for control 
of all of Syria, defeating Assad, all foreign allies, and 
the rebel groups scattered throughout western Syria. 
They are the only actor with no allies whatsoever in 
Syria.

4. Kurdish fighters, closely allied with the U.S., are 
the principal combatants with the Islamic State, and 
maintain a northern stronghold along the border with 
Turkey and are pushing back against ISIS. The Kurds 
are the main partners of the U.S. in Syria (Pecanha, 
Almuhktar, and Lai).   

Musa, a 25-year-old Kurdish sniper, on top of a building in the 
destroyed town of Kobani, also known as Ain al-Arab, in Syria in 
January 2015 

Shimon Peres: A Warrior for Peace     by Deborah Feifer ’17

Shimon Peres, the last representative of Israel’s 
founding era, passed away on September 21, 2016, 
leaving behind a legacy of peace and progress. He 
died after suffering a stroke earlier that month, and 
his condition had been worsening in the days before 
his death (Rory Jones and Orr Hirschauge, “Shimon 
Peres, Former Israeli Leader and Nobel Winner, 
Dies at 93,” Wall Street Journal, 26 September 2016). 
Over the course of his life, Peres witnessed numerous 
milestones of the Israeli people, from the country’s 
birth to its most difficult wars, to its (fleeting) 
moments of peace. Although in Israel’s earlier days, 
he was an intense protector of the country, he later 
pioneered vital peaceful movements towards conflict 

These four different goals for the future of Syria are 
heavily conflicting. Many problems, due to conflicts 
of interest, rise as a result of these opposing goals 
and alliances. For example, the U.S. is a close ally of 
Turkey, a country that has fought the Kurds for over 
30 years. The U.S. supports Kurdish efforts in Syria 
against ISIS and, therefore, faces issues arising from 
two of its allies warring with each other. The largest 
diplomatic issue, however, exists between the U.S. and 
Russia, who are on opposite sides of the Syrian civil 
war, but are technically allies in the war against ISIS 
— though Russia has executed the overwhelming 
majority of its airstrikes on rebels, not on ISIS. There 
is the possibility of direct conflict between Russia and 
the United States in Syria, as they support opposite 
sides of the conflict, and cease fires have been largely 
unsuccessful (Rod Nordland, “John Kerry Criticizes 
Russia, Says It Turned a ‘Blind Eye’ on Syria,” New 
York Times, 4 October 2016). Due to the possibility 
of war with Russia, the U.S. has reserved using large 
amounts of force against Syria (in support of rebels) 
and has directed most of its force against ISIS, 
supporting the rebels only with money, advisors, and 
some equipment.

In total, there are two wars, four major groups 
of fighters, and an estimated 400,000 dead (“Syria 
Envoy Claims 400,000 Have Died in Syria Conflict,” 
News and Media: United Nations Radio, 22 April 2016). 
As former Secretary of State John Kerry has admitted 
to Syrian refugees, the various different combatants in 
the Syrian war continue fighting for their objectives, 
more people die and the stalemate continues (Anne 
Barnard, “Audio Reveals What John Kerry Told Syrians 
Behind Closed Doors,” New York Times, 30 September 
2016). Neither the rebels nor Assad are strong enough 
to win the war, and the U.S. has not committed enough 
force to bring about its end, effectively dipping its 
feet in the pond, causing ripples, but making no real 
change.
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resolution and died as 
a symbol of peace. 

Peres was born in 
Poland in 1923 and, 
nine years later, he 
immigrated to what 
was then Palestine. 
He played a significant 
role in Israel’s 
Independence War in 
1948, bearing witness 
to the founding of the 
nation. In 1959, Peres 
officially entered the 
political sphere, where 
he would live to serve 
as prime minister for 
three terms. While his 
contribution to Israeli 
politics is undeniable, 
he was a far more controversial figure in his earlier 
days than he is now. In the 1950s, he founded Israel’s 
nuclear program, adding another layer of complexity 
to an already convoluted conflict (Oren Liebermann, 
“Shimon Peres: Israel’s Warrior for Peace Dies,” CNN, 
28 September 2016). Peres is frequently credited 
with building up Israel’s military system, providing 
another controversial aspect of his career (Marilyn 
Berger, “Shimon Peres, an Enduring Pillar From 
Israel’s Founding Era, Dies at 93,” New York Times, 
27 September 2016). Although Peres spent most 
of his early life focusing on developing Israel into a 
strong, independent nation, he spent his later years 
concentrated on peaceful relations. 

Shimon Peres admirably fought for peace 
throughout his later life, leaving a significant 
positive impact on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. 
As Zionist Union chairman Isaac Herzog explained, 
“Everywhere he goes around the world, people listen 
to him” (Liebermann). Perhaps his most well known 
accomplishment is his work on the Oslo Accords, 
a plan for a two-state solution. Upon the signing of 
the accords at the White House in 1993, Palestinian 
Liberation Organization (PLO) chairman Yasir Arafat 
and Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin shook 
hands, setting a precedent for peaceful negotiations 
between the two nations. Finally, the two parties had 
proved they could work together towards a common 
goal, bringing the Middle Eastern and South Asian 

region closer than 
ever to peace (Berger). 
Rabin, Arafat, and 
Peres were awarded 
the Nobel Peace 
Prize in 1994 for the 
success of the Oslo 
Accords, and when 
Peres was presented 
the award, he declared 
his aspirations of “a 
Middle East that is 
not a killing field but 
a field of creativity 
and growth” (Jones 
and Hirschauge). 
Unfortunately, the 
Accords did not last, as 
Rabin’s assassination 
the next year and a 

wave of Palestinian suicide bombings disrupted the 
plan (Berger). However, Peres proved that peaceful 
negotiation was still a viable option, allowing Israeli 
citizens to imagine a better future. 

Peres went on to serve as Israel’s 9th president from 
2007 until his retirement in 2014, using the largely 
ceremonial role as a platform to express his views on 
various issues (Liebermann). In 2012, he received the 
Presidential Medal of Freedom from U.S. President 
Barack Obama, indicating the strong ties Peres had 
built with the U.S. (Jones and Hirschauge). Upon 
Peres’ death, the White House mourned the loss of its 
powerful ally, a representative of peace, and a friend. 
In Obama’s statement, he lamented that, “a light has 
gone out, but the hope he gave us will burn forever” 
(Barack Obama, “Statement by the President on the 
Death of Former Israeli President Shimon Peres,” 
White House Office of the Press Secretary, 27 September 
2016). 

Looking ahead, the future for Israel and Palestine 
is unclear. The two nations have a long road ahead 
before peace, but Shimon Peres’s legacy will remain as 
a flame of hope as his Oslo Accords brought the region 
one step closer and set a precedent for meaningful 
negotiation. As Peres himself said, “let all of us turn 
from bullets to ballots, from guns to shovels” (Berger). 
Shimon Peres, the last witness of Israel’s founding, has 
passed; however, his dream remains, and his legacy of 
peace will forever remain in the world’s memory.

The Burkini: An Article of Independence    by Alex Eyvazzadeh ’17

From covered ankles to exposed navels, the fashion 
world functions to reverberate the modernization of 
societies on a global scale. With the popularization 
of the modern two-piece bikini and exposé of midriff 
introduced by globally acclaimed actress and model 

Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin (L) and PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat 
(R) shake hands as U.S. President Bill Clinton watches after the signing of 
the Oslo Accords at the White House on September 13, 1993. Rabin, Arafat, 
and Shimon Peres won the Nobel Peace Prize the following year.

Bridget Bardot, the fashion world of the 1950s inspired 
a reinvention of past norms of propriety (Fiona 
Ffoulkes, How to Read Fashion, 2010). For women of 
the Islamic faith past and present, however, straying 
from the tradition of modesty remains unfeasible; 
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While sewing the final seams together on her 
lounge room floor, Zanetti feared the response of 
Muslim communities to her invention. Defending 
her designs, Zanetti argues, “it was about integration 
and acceptance and being equal and about not being 
judged. It was difficult for us at the time, the Muslim 
community, they had a fear of stepping out.” Much 
to her surprise, however, the backlash stemmed from 
foreign communities rather than from her own. 

At a time when terrorism poses a constant 
threat to countries worldwide, often to the extent 
in which some view differing religions and terror as 
synonymous, generalizations and pointed fingers 
result in religious-based prejudices. The cause for such 

intolerance? A monosyllabic, four-letter word: fear. In 
the wake of Islamophobia, fear has augmented bigotry 
on a global stage (Dan Bilefsky, “France’s Burkini 
Debate Reverberates Around the World,” New York 
Times, 31 August 2016). In foreign countries affected 
by acts of radical Islamic terrorism, such as France, 
movements to deter burkini-wearers and Muslim-
beachgoers function as forms of prejudice rather than 
governmental protection. However, in other places, 
such as Germany or the West African region, burkinis 
remain “just another outfit” (Bilefsky).

Despite international backlash, the burkini inspires 
independence for Muslim women, while serving as an 
empowering symbol for all women to act and dress for 
themselves, no longer abandoning their interests due 
to compromising seams and hemlines. Zanetti takes 
pride in her designs, exclaiming, “diving into water is 
one of the best feelings in the world. And you know 
what? I wear a bikini under by burkini. I’ve got the 
best of both worlds.”

a virtue of the Koran, modesty remains a respected 
expectation, a symbol of devotion to one’s faith and 
a representation of Muslim values. As the bikini gains 
popularity in westernized societies, women of the 
Middle East must decide whether to adapt to western 
trends or set their own standards. 

In 2004, Aheda Zanetti crafted the burkini — a 
swimsuit-take on the traditional burqa — as a method 
“to give women freedom”  (Zanetti, “I Created the 
Burkini to Give Women Freedom, Not to Take It 
Away,” Guardian, 24 August 2016). Reflecting on 
her childhood, Zanetti explained she “missed out 
on sport[s] . . . [and] didn’t participate in anything” 
as a result of her decision to uphold her religious 
values of modesty. In designing the burkini, Zanetti 
offers herself and women of Islam a method of 
swimming while staying true to traditional standards 
of modesty, as the lightweight garment provides full-
coverage. Whether for a summer dip in the pool or 
weekend beach trip, the burkini provides a path to 
equality for women such that their Islamic faith no 
longer compromises their ability to partake in more 
physically rigorous activities. This accomplishment 
fulfills Zanetti’s dream to help provide for “girls to 
have the confidence to continue a good life.” 

Armed police officers watched as a woman removed her shirt in 
August 2016 on a beach in Nice, France, after a ban went into effect 
on “burkinis,” full-body bathing suits designed to accommodate 
Islamic modesty codes. Alissa J. Rubin of The New York Times 
reports that, “At least 20 municipalities on the Mediterranean, 
as well as several in northern France, have enacted bans against 
the garment on the grounds that it is not ‘appropriate,’ ‘respectful 
of good morals and of secularism,’ and ‘respectful of the rules of 
hygiene and security of bathers on public beaches.’”

A swimmer wearing a burkini, left, at a beach near Bizerte, Tunisia

Aheda Zanetti, left, the Lebanese-Australian inventor of the 
burkini, said the suit was not meant to be a political statement.
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Today, a lot of countries’ agendas are fueled 
by fearful and distrustful views of other races or 
religions. Given the recent onslaught of terrorist 
attacks in France, many French leaders feel it is 
necessary to over-prepare or over-caution the public 
against the unknown. Enacting an outdated, secular 
policy as a vehicle for bettering national security, 
many of France’s mayors have 
given into the fear and distrust 
that ISIS (or ISIL) has long 
provoked. Nearing the end of 
this past summer, more than 
a dozen French cities had 
decided to ban the so-called 
“burkini,” a modest swimsuit 
designed for Muslim and non-
Muslim women alike, in public 
settings (Elaine Ganley, “Why 
France Thinks the Burkini 
Is an Attack on Secularism,” 
Independent, 24 August 2016). 
The policy’s advocates claim 
that the ban will promote 
a feeling of safety and ease 
among France’s general 
population, but arguments 
and assumptions have arisen 
as claims on behalf of Muslim 
women are made. The opposition to the ban defends 
the rights of women in France and the role that 
secularism plays in determining how a religiously 
expressive person will be judged. Laïcité, or secularism, 
has a historically warped meaning in France. The 
country’s understanding of secularism separates 
people from their religious values and traditions. As 
a multi-faceted issue with innumerable solutions, the 
burkini ban makes evident a definition of secularism 
that may demand a more ubiquitous nature at an 
international level. Although summer has ended, the 
burkini ban controversy has added fire to an already 
passionate dialogue on the historical role of French 
laïcité in relation to its religious citizens.

The burkini itself may be relatively new, but a ban 
of this kind in France is not. From the beginning of the 
French Revolution in 1789, much of France has had a 
deep and profound distaste for religious expression 
(Matthew J. Gordner, “Challenging The French 
Exception: ‘Islam’ and Laïcité,” In-Spire Journal of 
Law, Politics and Societies, 2008). Essentially, from 1789 
to 1799, the French people fought their revolution 

to end the divine right to power that their monarch 
had long abused. The monarch had used Catholicism 
to prove its worth and unimpeachable reign. For 
the French people of 1799, religion had ruled and 
threatened (and in many cases, had taken) their lives; 
naturally, expression of religion brought up memories 
of darker days (Gordner). This pain led to an inrush of 

preventive, secular policies and 
laws following the revolution 
and continuing on to current 
day. In 1905, an official law 
stated France’s rejection 
of religious expression in 
the public sphere (“French 
Constitution of 1958,” World 
Heritage Encyclopedia). The law 
states, “The Republic neither 
recognizes, nor salaries, nor 
subsidizes any religion.” 
Soon, the law became more 
defined as support grew to 
limit any and all religious garb 
in public schools. In addition 
to crosses worn around the 
necks of Christians, the burqa 
and hijab officially have been 
banned in French schools 
since 2004 (Elaine Sciolino, 

“French Assembly Votes to Ban Religious Symbols in 
Schools,” New York Times, 11 February 2004). Without 
historical context, bans on religious expression in 
France appear more hateful and discriminatory than 
intended. But, as time has gone on and France’s ties 
with the world of Islam have been tested, French laws 
concerning secularism can be understood as a way to 
target religious groups.

The more vocal support for the burkini ban comes 
from many French mayors, typically backed with 
majority encouragement from their home cities. Most 
certainly fueled by the influx of terrorist attacks in 
France in the last few years, the burkini ban creates 
a tension between the Muslim and non-Muslim 
populations of France. Currently, more than five 
million Muslims reside in France, and must adhere 
to the French republic’s guidelines (Elaine Ganley, 
“Why France Thinks the Burkini Is an Attack on 
Secularism,” Independent, 24 August 2016). Since 2010, 
a national law has banned the sporting of any veil or 
clothing covering the face; the French administration 
defended the law as a national security solution. 

Secularism or Racism? 
French Controversy Around Its Burkini Ban     by Rachael Burstein ’17

Europe
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Ignoring the ban can result in up to a 150-euro fine 
(“European Court Upholds French Full Veil Ban,” 
BBC, 1 July 2014). One French mayor, Marc Lansade 
of Conoglin, told CNN: “You have to behave in the 
way that people behave in the country that accepted 
you, and that is it” (Sheena McKenzie and Antonia 
Mortensen, “French Mayor on Burkini Ban: They 
Must Accept Our Way of Life,” CNN, 30 August 2016). 
Although shocking to many, this type of message has 
been paraphrased by a lot of other French officials who 
support the ban. Preserving “Frenchness” historically 
has been a large part of France’s culture; apparently, 
the burkini ban is just another way to protect the 
traditional image. In addition to these French mayors, 
former president Nicolas Sarkozy and former prime 
minister Manuel Valls have spoken openly about their 
support for the ban. In the interview with CNN, Valls 
said that the burkini was a “symbol of the enslavement 
of women.” It’s important to note that Manuel Valls is 
not a Muslim woman, and he doesn’t speak on behalf 
of Muslim women. His and Sarkozy’s support for the 
burkini ban will likely be brought up in the upcoming 
election in France in May.

Outlasting the summer months, the burkini 
ban, in addition to other religious bans, continues 
to make minorities feel unwanted and unsafe. For 
French Muslims, being French and being Muslim 
have become mutually exclusive. This ban attacks 

Muslim women specifically, 
who are obligated by their 
religion and lifestyle to cover 
themselves in public. Rim-
Sarah Alouane, an expert on 

Muslim issues at the University of Toulouse, believes, 
“Politicians are actually making sure the population 
does not integrate. They are making Muslims feel 
like that they cannot be French” (Ganley). Her voice, 
and many others, vehemently denounce the ban as it 
violates religious values. A key opposer of the ban, the 
Collective Against Islamophobia in France, planned 
in August to sue the mayors and governments in 
each burkini ban city (McKenzie, “French Mayors 
Maintain Burkini Bans Despite Court Ruling,” CNN, 
29 August 2016). The ban was suspended in Villeneuve-
Loubet, a city near Nice, and, next summer, when 
the issue becomes a hot topic again, we can expect 
more bans and more suspensions. In response to 
the ruling, Amnesty International Europe Director 
John Dalhuisen said, “…today’s decision has drawn 
an important line in the sand” (McKenzie). The fight 
over the burkini ban is far from over.

As long as a legislatively supported idea such 
as laïcité exists, opposers will have a difficult time 
justifying a Muslim’s right to modesty. Historically, 
the defense can go back as far as 1905, citing the civic 
neutrality that has long preserved French culture and 
sentiment towards religion. Most likely, the issue will 
cycle back around each summer until a unanimous 
“oui” or “non” terminates the controversy. Looking 
forward to the French elections held in April-May 
2017, one can expect the burkini ban, among other 
issues, to be front and center.

Modestly Active and Modestkini 
are two popular clothing 
brands that manufacture stylish 
leisurewear for Muslim and non-
Muslim women alike. Sales in 
Europe and the Mediterranean 
have soared in recent years, thanks 
to ad campaigns such as this one.

Behind the Emergency BrEXIT Door     by Cynthia Hui ’17

Throwback to 2010: Prime Minister David 
Cameron’s campaign in the general election 
strategically initiated the debate on immigration, 
and skillfully blamed his political opponents for 
the increase of economic migrants that hailed from 
poorer member countries in the European Union 
(Alan Ewart, “Why David Cameron’s Desperate 
Gambit Was Political Suicide,” Inquisitr, 25 June 2016). 
Even with the blame, Cameron and the Conservative 
Party still failed to win a majority and the British 
government transformed into a “hung Parliament,” 
much to the Tories’ frustration and disappointment. 

To ensure a Conservative majority in the next general 
election, in 2015, Cameron tactically took a political 
gambit and pledged in his speech to call a referendum 
on the so-called “Brexit” if his Conservatives achieved 
the majority (“David Cameron Promises In/Out 
Referendum on EU,” BBC News, 23 January 2013).

Fast forward to after the fateful day in June 2016. 
The result of the referendum was final and fellow 
Tory Boris Johnson shrugged off any sentiments of 
responsibility while Cameron was forced to desert 
the political boat and take on the position as Crown 
Steward and Bailiff of the Manor of Northstead 
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record high in trade, and the FTSE 250 index, which 
is largely composed of British-based businesses, is 
slowly recouping. The post-referendum drop in British 
pounds has boosted multinational corporations 
that receive earnings in foreign currencies (Nick 
Fletcher, “FTSE 100 Now Above Pre-Brexit Vote 
Levels,” Guardian, 29 June 2016). Despite optimistic 
projections, major Wall Street companies did not 
express confidence in the British economy. President 
of investment bank Morgan Stanley, Colm Kelleher, 
is still dubious to further investments in the UK and 
even considers moving Morgan Stanley headquarters 
from London to Dublin or Frankfurt (Hugh Son, 
“Morgan Stanley Eyes Dublin, Frankfurt for Post-
Brexit HQ,” Bloomberg, 22 June 2016). These major 
decisions of global companies would prove extremely 

detrimental to the 
British economy, in 
both the short term 
and long run.

In the tourism 
sector, while the 
British  people 
decreased their 
own spending on 
travel during July 
and August, UK’s 
tourism sector booms 
as a weaker pound 
makes Britain a more 
attractive destination 
for overseas tourists. 
ForwardKeys, a 
travel analytics firm, 
observed a 7.1% 
increase in flight 
bookings to the UK 
after the referendum 

vote (Kevin Rozario, Travel Retail Business, 8 August 
2016).

For the first time in UK’s history, a far-right political 
movement has dominated the national poll through 
questionable appeals to Islamophobia and nativism. 
Yet even with the disastrous chaos following the 
Brexit vote, politicians are wary to directly approach 
and fix the issue of bigotry; rather, they euphemize this 
phenomenon as a disagreement toward immigration 
policies. This is further corroborated by incidents 
of hate crimes after the vote and the government’s 
responses when the National Police Chiefs’ Council 
released figures that showed the number of incidents 
climbed up by 41% (Katie Forster, Independent, 13 
October 2016). “Nobody in this country should have 
to live their lives enduring fear, intimidation or – in 
a third of cases – violence because of who they are,” 
declared Mark Hamilton, the National Police Chief, 
on the subject of hate crimes (“Hate Crimes Figures 
Soared 41% after Brexit As More Than 60,000 

(Stephen Castle, “David Cameron Steps Down From 
His Seat in British Parliament,” New York Times, 12 
September 2016). Also from the Conservative Party 
and one of “Bremain’s” most loyal supporters, Theresa 
May succeeded Cameron as the prime minister. In her 
speech in Birmingham, May promised to respect the 
will of the people. Last summer she vaguely suggested 
that “Brexit means Brexit,” but there is still a lot of 
debate on what the country’s path to Brexit will mean  
(Mark Mardell, “What Does ‘Brexit Means Brexit’ 
Mean?,” BBC News, 14 July 2016). 

After seeing a 13% drop in the pound, the British 
economy appears to have stabilized since the initial 
shock of the Brexit vote. In the first three months 
after the vote, the level of consumer confidence 
rebounded to pre-referendum heights with optimistic 

buyers consuming to boost street sales according to 
GfK (Kedar Grandhi, “UK Consumer Confidence 
Bounces Back to Pre-Brexit Levels in September, 
GfK Survey Reveals,” International Business Times, 30 
September 2016). Overall, the British economy has 
been ameliorated by higher wages, low inflation, and 
the Bank of England’s lowered interest rates.

The Bank hopes to hold off recession through 
stimulating local and investment through a major cut 
in interest rates (“UK Interest Rates Cut to 0.25%,” 
BBC, 4 August 2016). Rates now are at a record low and 
this has been the first cut since 2009. Unfortunately, 
Britain lost its top AAA credit rating. With only an 
AA rating, this suggests a situation worse than the U.S. 
2011 financial crisis, when credit ratings downgraded 
to AA+, and the cost of government borrowing will 
be higher (Matt Egan, “Downgraded: U.K. Loses 
Perfect AAA Credit Rating,” CNN, 27 June 2016). On 
a more positive note, share prices are recovering from 
a dramatic slump in value, with FTSE 100 hitting a 

In the days after the vote, newspapers across Europe  responded to the historic shift in Britain’s position 
in the world – with a mixture of delight and gloom.
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votes were announced and it was revealed that Scotland 
voted 62-38% in favour of “Bremain,” while England 
voted 53-47% to leave, the possibility of the break-up 
of the United Kingdom has increased discussions (EU 
Referendum Results, BBC). Even author J.K. Rowling 
weighed in, expressing her indignation on social media 
towards Cameron’s reckless referendum back in 2013, 
writing that,  “Cameron’s legacy will be breaking 

up two unions,” making Scottish independence 
a looming reality (J.K. Rowling, Twitter, 23 June 
2016). Nicola Sturgeon, the Scottish Nationalist Party 
leader, now hints at a second referendum on Scottish 
independence in early 2020s (Simon Johnson, “Nicola 
Sturgeon Could Win ‘Neo-Independence’ by Focusing 
on Brexit Powers, Not Referendum,” Telegraph, 25 

September 2016). Scotland will be taken out of the 
EU against its clearly expressed will, and Sturgeons 
claims that this unjust suppression is a “democratic 
outrage” (Severin Carrell, “Nicola Sturgeon: Second 
Scottish Independence Poll Highly Likely,” Guardian, 
24 June 2016). 

To conclude, no one really knows the long-term 
effects of Brexit or even how the Brexit process will 
work after Article 50 of the Lisbon Treaty has been 
triggered; after all, Article 50 is fairly newly adopted 
and has never been used. Moreover, the post-Brexit 
trade deals with EU member countries require the 
unanimous approval of more than 30 national and 
regional parliaments across Europe, rendering the 
trade deal negotiations one of the most intricately 
difficult  processes (Jonathan Stearns, “Brexit Shocks 
Hit EU-Canada Trade Deal as New Hurdles Emerge,” 
Bloomberg News, 5 July 2016). Prime Minister May 
has appointed three major Brexit supporters, David 
Davis, Liam Fox and Boris Johnson, as central figures 
in future negotiations with the EU member countries. 
Although it has only been months since Britain’s vote 
to exit, a nuance of impacts has already developed 
in aspects of economics, society, and politics, with 
so much uncertainty and speculation circulating the 
globe.

Offences Recorded in One Year,” International Business 
Times, 13 October 2016). The majority of the attacks 
are directed towards citizens from Eastern European 
countries, but attacks on Poles make up far more than 
50% of all hate crimes alone. These racist actions 
are not limited to physical, verbal assaults and arson 
attacks, but also having dog excrement being thrown 
at doors or shoved through letterboxes (Forster).

As the number of reported hate crimes increased 
significantly, the number of hate crime cases that 
are handled by prosecutors decreased within the 
same period, which suggests a mismanagement or 
covering up of hate crimes. Politicians should think 
of the consequences of their own rhetoric, especially 
during the Brexit campaign, and how it encourages 
intolerance in British society. 

A topic closely linked with rising hate crimes, 
immigration has remained as controversial as ever 
even after the referendum. A unanimous demand of 
Brexit supporters was to tighten and heavily regulate 
the UK’s immigration policy without the EU breathing 
down on UK’s back. Prime Minister Theresa May 
has not specified what she’ll do with UK’s undivided 
control over its borders now that she has achieved 
it. While many Brexit supporters are hoping for a 
severely restrictive system, an open-minded take on 
immigration under Britain’s jurisdiction would benefit 
economic interest in the long run. Throughout history, 
UK opinion polls have been influenced by public 
discontent towards immigration numbers. Successive 
governments have appealed to this dissatisfaction 
and used it to their political advantage in general 
elections thus citizens are often uneducated on issues 
of immigration.  

As things stand, the ruling Conservative Party 
promises to greatly lessen net migration to the “tens 
of thousands” (Alexander Sims, Independent, 19 July 
2016). Even if successfully implemented, a policy 
with such rigidity and extremity would severely 
unhinge the economy and challenge relations with 
member states in the EU. A recent study conducted 
by the London School of Economics shows that 
EU immigration has not had a significantly negative 
impact on average employment, wages, inequality or 
public services at the local level for UK-born citizens 
(Wadsworth, Dhingra, Ottaviano and Van Reenen, 
“Brexit and the Impact of Immigration on the UK,” 
Centre for Economic Performance, London School of 
Economics). Contrary to popular views, the study also 
suggests that a reduction in EU immigration would 
cause lower living standards for UK-born citizens. 
This is due to the fact that immigrants help to reduce 
government budget deficit through taxes, increasing 
of GDP, and fewer use of public services. Thus rather 
than excessively tightening restrictions, the UK 
should focus on relaxing regulations.

The referendum has exacerbated tension between 
nations within the United Kingdom. As results of the 
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in little communication after WWII, staying as 
far away from each other as possible,  there were 
moments when intervention was necessary and where 
the fear of the opposing ideologies ran rampant 
through both nations. However, in 1955 and 1959, 
the Geneva Summit and the Camp David Summit, 
respectively, raised hopes that perhaps cooperation 
between these seemingly antagonistic countries 
would indeed be a possibility (“Revelations From 
the Russian Archives,” Library of Congress). However, 
this progress towards cooperation was destroyed 
with militaristic advancements such as the Cuban 
Missile Crisis in October 1962 and the Soviet invasion 
of Afghanistan in 1979. Eventually, Soviet premiers 
Nikita  Khrushchev and Mikhail  Gorbachev, along 
with their U.S. counterparts, presidents Dwight 
Eisenhower and Ronald Reagan, were able to calm 
these nearly devastating events, and tensions began to 
relax as the countries began to cooperate more with 
programs such as the Roscosmos and the NASA plan 
(Katie Zezima, “Despite Sanctions, Russia is Getting 
a $457.9M Check From NASA,” Washington Post, 18 
April 2014). 

More recently however, tensions have again been 
on the rise with the annexation of Crimea, resulting 
in harsh and ongoing sanctions against the Russian 
Federation (“EU Sanctions Against Russia Over 
Ukraine Crisis,” European Union Newsroom ), and the 
United States building missile shields blatantly close 
to the Russian border (Ryan Browne, “U.S. Launches 
Long-Awaited European Missile Defense Shield,” 
CNN, 12 May 2016). Neither nation is happy, and 
conditions don’t seem to be getting better. With the 
U.S. presidential election just around the corner, and 
with cooperation between Russia and the U.S. lower 
than usual, taking a look at what both the Republican 
and Democratic candidates think about Vladimir  
Putin’s Russia could have drastic consequences for the 

Ever since the United States and Russia (the 
dominant republic in the Soviet Union before its 
1991 collapse) emerged as the world’s superpowers 

after World War II, cooperation has seemingly never 
been a priority. Whether the cause of disagreement 
is ideological or simply the result of a hockey game, 
these countries are usually at odds with each other, 
neither admitting defeat. Both nations are easily 
aggravated, and when either country has enough 
nuclear firepower to destroy the entire planet, every 
small action must be accounted for to make sure no 
world-ending decisions are made.

With a long history of rivalry between the two 
nations, the first major and peace-threatening 
disagreements occurred before the Second World War 
began. In February 1940, Franklin D. Roosevelt gave 
a speech in which he openly criticized and denounced 
the Soviet Union, calling the country a “dictatorship 
as absolute as any other dictatorship in the world.” 
This affront did not, however, stop Roosevelt from 
cooperating with the Soviets in military attempts 
against Adolf Hitler’s regime. Later that same year, 
FDR said that to defeat Hitler and the Nazis  he 
would indeed have to “hold hands with the devil,” 
referring, of course, directly to the Soviet Union and 
Joseph Stalin. When the time came to consider real 
military action against Germany, the cooperation 
between the USSR and the United States was evident 
with plans like Lend Lease, but Stalin became enraged 
after the U.S. continued to postpone again and 
again the opening of the Western Front in Europe, 
allowing Hitler’s forces to decimate the Soviet Union, 
resulting in the unnecessary death of millions (“U.S.-
Soviet Alliance, 1941-1945,” Office of the Historian, U.S. 
Bureau of Public Affairs). This and, later in March 1946, 
Winston Churchill’s well-known warning that “an 
iron curtain has descended across the Continent,” all 
contributed to Soviet isolation, which later led to the 
Cold War, where tensions increased to the possibility 
(or maybe just fear) of causing WWIII.

Though the U.S and the Soviet Union participated 

Superpowers With Supertensions     by Alex Gordienko ’17

British Prime Minister Winston Churchill delivering what 
became known as the “Iron Curtain Speech,” on March 5, 1946 at 
Westminster College in Fulton, Missouri. U.S. President Harry S. 
Truman is seated behind Churchill to his right.
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future after election day.
Democratic nominee Hillary Clinton has worked 

little with Putin, but has called him a bully and has 
condemned his actions in Crimea, likening the man 
to Hitler, which is no small accusation (“Hillary 
Clinton’s Putin-Hitler Analogy,” BBC, 6 March 2014). 
Clinton herself has even “made it abundantly clear 
[that] she will enter the White House with the most 
contentious relationship with Russia of any president 
in more than three decades” (David E. Sanger, “The 
Hawk on Russian Policy? Hillary Clinton, Not Donald 
Trump,” New York Times, 20 October 2016).

Republican Donald Trump, in stark contrast, 
has admitted to being friendly with Putin and very 
recently even called the Russian president a better 

leader than Obama. With a rather controversial 
statement made in a country that has done nothing 
but oppose Russia for a long time, Trump defends and 
even praises how “Putin has outsmarted her [Clinton] 
and Obama every step of the way” (Sanger).

In short, relations between Russia and the United 
States are tense and will likely only continue to get 
more so. For these reasons both the American and 
Russian people must strive to improve all facets of 
these conditions and have educated dialogue on 
resolving the problem at hand, rather than leaving a 
potentially world-threatening task to only the leaders 
of both countries, who are shrouded with bias and 
very controversial ideas.

Combatting Climate Change: Progress Since COP21     
by Helen Williams ’17

It’s a fact: our climate is changing. It’s changing in 
ways that will affect our economy, security, and health, 
and it’s changing because of human activity. With 
overwhelming scientific agreement, climate change 
has been consistently proven through carefully 
collected data, like sea level rise, average temperature 
rise, warming oceans, and shrinking ice sheets. “Global 
sea levels rose 17 centimeters in the last century. The 
rate in the last decade, however, is nearly double that 
of the last century… and all 10 of the warmest years 
[occurred] in the past 
12 years,” according to 
a recent NASA report 
(“Climate Change: 
How Do We Know?,” 
NASA, 7 November 
2016).  In response, 
several questions have 
also risen, in order to 
mitigate fears about 
the future of our 
world’s climate. What 
will we do to combat 
climate change? How 
will we adapt to its 
effects? International 
agreements and treaties 
play an essential role in 
answering these key 
questions, along with 
national plans and initiatives. Many people still believe 
that climate change remains a long-term problem 
(as opposed to a short-term one), leading politicians 
to push it further down the list of policy priorities. 
However, we can already see and feel the negative 
effects: hotter summers, rising sea levels, stronger 
storms, and longer wildfire seasons. All of these issues 
will prove to be detrimental for our country (and the 

planet), devastating our economy, harming our health, 
and imposing a threat to our national security. 

At the Paris Climate Conference (COP21) in 
December 2015, 195 countries adopted the first 
universal global climate deal. The Agreement sets 
out  to reduce global emissions, through Intended 
Nationally Determined Contributions (INDCs), in 
efforts to lower global warming below 2ºC. On October 
5, 2016, the Paris Agreement came into effect, meaning 
that at least 55 countries signed the treaty, accounting 

for at least 55% of 
global CO2 emissions. 
U n f o r t u n a t e l y , 
there’s a catch: there 
is no enforcement 
mechanism for the 
agreement. No 
country can be held to 
its promise of reducing 
emissions, and any 
country can withdraw 
from the agreement 
with one year’s notice 
after three years of a 
country’s ratification 
(John Plotkin, “COP21 
Final Agreement: Two 
Decades Late and a 
Trillion Dollars Short 
- But It’s a Start,” 

Decoded Science, 13 December 2015). The exodus of 
any major emitter would lead to a quick unraveling 
of the Agreement’s current progress, perhaps leading 
to its failure. As the INDCs are goals for 2020 and 
beyond, current emissions continue  to climb with 
little regulation. Although the Paris Agreement seems 
riddled with flaws, the global initiative incites more 
awareness and the need to take action, and at least 

This graph, based on the comparison of atmospheric samples contained 
in ice cores and more recent direct measurements, provides evidence that 
atmospheric CO2 has increased since the Industrial Revolution. 
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the market in a while. Niantic, Inc. and its CEO John 
Hanke, however, took almost two decades to bring 
about the overnight sensation.

Niantic, Inc., formerly called Niantic Labs, was 
an internal start up with Google until it gained 
independence in August 2016. Niantic has long had its 
roots in location-based technology, going all the way 
back to  2001 when Hanke founded his first mapping 
company, Keyhole, Inc. Through Keyhole, Hanke’s 
team developed Earth Viewer (later renamed Google 
Earth), which allowed users to explore the globe using 
satellites and 3D mapping  technology. Hanke says he 
and his team brought this experience to Pokémon GO: 
“A lot of us worked on Google Maps and Google Earth 
for many, many years, so we want the mapping to be 
good,” he told Mashable  (Brendan Morrow, “John 
Hanke, ‘Pokemon Go’ Creator: 5 Fast Facts You Need 
to Know,” Heavy, 22 July 2016).

Dennis Crowley, the co-founder of Foursquare, a 

On 14th of July 
while returning 
home, Alex Hern 
was stopped by 
two 10-year-olds 

standing on the 
middle of a sidewalk. 

“Are you playing 
Pokémon GO?” one 

asked. When he said he was, they went wild. “Oh my 
god! There’s a Gengar over there, and there’s a gym 
over there and that woman’s playing it too. Everyone 
here is playing it! What level are you? How many 
Pokémon do you have?” At this point, the game had 
been out in the UK for less than 12 hours (Alex Hern, 
“Pokémon Go: How the Overnight Sensation Was 20 
Years in the Making,” Guardian, 15 July 2016).

After its sensational release on July 6 in the U.S., 
New Zealand, and Australia, Pokémon GO quickly 
spread to countries all over the world and hit a record 
of 100 million downloads less than a month after its 
release  (Mariella Moon, Engadget, 1 August 2016). The 
game takes advantage of the smartphone’s unique 
ability through augmented reality: it works by using 
the phone’s GPS for the player’s real-world location 
and the device’s camera to superimpose the Pokémon 
into the real world when viewed through the lens. 
Further, the digital avatar can be customized with 
clothing, join a faction or “team,” and can level up for 
more benefits (Hern). 

Over the summer break, your social media feeds 
were probably inundated by all kinds of Pokémon 
GO stories and news. A game successful enough to 
incite such a global surge of excitement, chaos, and 
controversy in a matter of days has not appeared on 

takes a step in the right direction.
More recently, 170 countries met in Kigali, Rwanda, 

to discuss the elimination of hydrofluorocarbons 
(HFCs), a “supercharged” greenhouse gas that has 1,000 
times the heat-trapping potency as carbon dioxide, 
in cooling and refrigeration technologies (Coral 
Davenport, “Nations, Fighting Powerful Refrigerant 
That Warms Planet, Reach Landmark Deal,” New 
York Times, 15 October 2016). After four days of hard 
work, the countries negotiated an amendment to the 
Montreal Protocol, and decided to eliminate 90% of 
HFCs, in a gradual process beginning in 2019 (John 
Vidal, “Kigali Deal on HFCs Is Big Step in Fighting 
Climate Change,” Guardian, 15 October 2016). Many 
developing countries will adopt this amendment in 
2024, while others, like India and Pakistan, secured 
the even later date of 2028, on the premise that their 
economies need time to grow. As most HFCs are 
created by a handful of dominating western chemical 

Pokémon PAUSE     by Rosie Park ’18

Pinsir, a Pokémon, is found by a group of Pokémon GO players.

companies, it is easier for more wealthy countries, such 
as the U.S. and Japan, to impose regulations on certain 
industries (Duncan Brack, “National Legislation on 
Hydrofluorocarbons,” Institute for Governance and 
Sustainable Development, 11 September 2015). While 
there are alternatives such as hydrocarbons and 
ammonia that are widely available and safe, it remains 
more difficult for poorer countries to phase out old 
refrigeration and cooling technologies. Durwood 
Zaelke, the president of the Institute for Governance 
and Sustainable Development, believes that the Kigali 
meeting was more influential in combatting climate 
change than COP21; it’s “much, much, much stronger 
than Paris… This is a mandatory treaty. Governments 
are obligated to comply” (Davenport). Keeping the 
Paris Agreement on track towards success, the Kigali 
meeting advanced as a positive step in combatting 
climate change.
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game-type app that lets users check in to locations to 
earn points and meet friends, points out that much 
of the game’s success rests on the lasting popularity 
of Pokémon itself. Originally a Game Boy game 
released in Japan by Nintendo, Pokémon consisted 
of players travelling throughout the Kanto region to 
“catch, train, and trade 151 creatures and become a 
Pokémon master” (“History of Pokémon,” Bulbapedia, 
30 September 2016). By the time the games were 
introduced in Europe in 1999, the Pokémon business 
had extended its realms into a variety of forms like 
comics, cartoons, and card games (arguably more 
popular than Game Boy games themselves). Niantic’s 
decision to separate from 
Google, which freed 
it to seek commercial 
partners like the 
Pokémon Company and 
Nintendo for future 
projects, was a winner. 
Crowley points out 
that the familiarity and 
childhood nostalgia of 
millions was influential 
in Pokémon GO’s success: 
“I don’t know if it would 
have worked if someone 
made up characters and 
called it something crazy” 
(Hern).

So many stories involving 
Pokémon GO float around on 
Facebook, Twitter, Snapchat, 
and more. These tales include 
car accidents, falling off 
cliffs, theft, shooting, finding 
a dead body, breaking into 
zoos, parks, and even police 
stations. Some incidents, 
however, are stirring up 
controversy due to violation of privacy and public 
areas. 

Boon Sheridan, whose house used to be an old 
church and was selected as a Pokémon gym within the 
game, humorously accounts his experience after the 
game’s release. Since mid-July he has had numerous 
“people, mostly teens or young kids, [show] up at his 
house” as they sat “outside, staring at his house and 
their phones” (Stephanie McNeal, BuzzFeed News, 
10 July 2016). While he enjoys the visitors by even 
posting on Twitter “Woohoo! I met the owner of my 
gym. Nice guy,” Sheridan does question his right to 
privacy.  He claims that “most people got up close 
and personal with his ‘gym’” and that “people came all 
through the night, which was a little creepy.”  Sheridan 
questions why he has “no control over his home being 
a significant part of the game” as he “never signed 
off on being included” (McNeal). This does raise the 

controversy regarding Niantic’s act of choosing Poke-
stop locations without confirming their status. 

Such problems regarding privacy are amplified 
throughout Europe in more sober surroundings. 
Auschwitz-Birkenau Memorial and Museum in 
Poland, a site of mass executions of Jews and others 
during World War II, no doubt was included within 
the game for its historical significance. However, the 
immorality of visitors playing Pokémon on such a 
grave, somber, respectful setting angered the museum 
officials enough to tell Niantic Labs on July 12, 2016 
the following: “Do not allow playing Pokémon GO 
on the site of our Memorial and similar places. It’s 

disrespectful to the 
memory of victims” 
(Allana Akhtar, 
“Holocaust Museum, 
Auschwitz Want 
Pokémon Go Hunts 
Out,” USA Today, 13 July 
2016). Rabbi Abraham 
Cooper, associate 
dean of The Simon 
Wiesenthal Center, said 
“while he recognizes the 
potential for good virtual 
reality may bring – 
such as interviewing 

Holocaust survivors and 
potentially using them for 
holograms – there should be 
a line drawn when it comes 
to using memorial sites in 
games.”  Cooper stresses, 
“This is a desecration of the 
memory of the victims and 
it’s a cheapening of the 
history.” Further, Jonathan 
Greenblatt, CEO of the 
Anti-Defamation League, an 

organization that combats anti-Semitism, was enraged 
by the “incredibly inappropriate” behaviors of the 
Pokémon players. Greenblatt asserts that, “no game 
should be played in or around sites of mass genocide, 
out of respect to both victims and survivors.” After all, 
“these aren’t recreational sites, these are monuments 
to mass murder” (Akhtar).  

Pokémon GO has taken mobile games to the next 
level: it has helped people go outside, explore, have 
fun, and spontaneously meet others with similar 
interests. It has also amassed a fortune for Niantic 
and other companies involved in developing and 
funding the game. Pokémon GO, however, should not 
be spun out of control so much as to infringe upon 
other’s properties and trivializing sites of historical 
importance. While it is important to catch‘em all, it is 
more important to contain the enthusiasm so as to 
minimize accidents and other harmful actions.
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On the Sunday after final exams last June, 12 
students and three teachers boarded a bus to Logan 
International Airport, beginning our long journey 
to Umbria, Italy. The flights were tiring, but my 
excitement got the best of me and kept me awake. 
When we arrived to the Art Farm Gaia in Umbria, 
the owners, Pino and Franca, greeted us with warmth 
unlike any typical greeting in the U.S. We were shown 

through the wooden doorway of the beautiful stone 
house and up the stairs to a hallway of rooms where we 
were each assigned a room and a roommate. After eating 
our first traditional Italian lunch that was thoughtfully 
prepared for us, 
showering, and 
unpacking, we spent 
the rest of the day 
playing card games, 
admiring the view of 
the beautiful rainbow 
that appeared after a 
quick thunderstorm, 
learning simple 
Italian phrases, 
and exploring 
the art farm and 
its surroundings. 
We relaxed as we 
watched SpongeBob 
in Italian and began 
to get to know each 
other a little bit 
better before sitting 
down and enjoying another wonderful meal that 

Franca cooked for us. Just after the first day, our group 
was beginning to feel more like a family.

At the art farm we enjoyed art history lessons 
that Mr. Taylor taught. We learned how to approach 
different pieces of art that we later saw on the trip. 
We also painted our own watercolor paintings while 
on the patio outside the house. The farm gave us all 
inspiration for our paintings, from the flowerpots, 

the brick walls of the house, the 
magnificent wooden doors, the 
willow tree just outside, Pino and 
Franca’s three-legged dog, Pico, and 
the amazing view beyond the fence 
of the farm. It didn’t matter what 
we painted, it was just an amazing 
opportunity to work on our art skills, 
relax, and have fun. Mr. Zunino 
was always there to help us with 
our paintings if we needed it. And, 
of course, we learned some Italian 
phrases, such as, what became Mrs. 
DeConinck’s favorite, “Andiamo!” 
(Let’s go!). One night at the art 
farm our culinary skills were even 
tested in the kitchen as we had the 
opportunity to help Pino and Franca 
cook a traditional pasta dish.

The group also participated in 
daytrips around Umbria. We spent one 
day walking the narrow, cobblestoned 

streets of Assisi, gazing at the beautiful paintings 
covering the walls and ceiling of the Basilica of Saint 
Francis. Another day, we threw clay and painted plates 
and tiles in Deruta with Umberto and Vanya, friends 

of our Italian hosts. 
In Spoleto, we walked 
through the marketplace, 
filled with people selling 
everything from pans to 
clothes to fresh foods 
and flowers. We admired 
the magnificent view 
overlooking the town of 
Spoleto and then visited 
the Church of Saint Mary, 
where, behind the main 
altar, there was a mural 
depicting the life of Mary. 
In Orvieto we marveled 
at the Cathedral, getting 
to stare at some of the 
paintings Mr. Taylor had 
taught us about, including 
many of Signorelli’s 

frescos. We always returned from these outings to the 

Art in Umbria, Religion in Rome    by Olivia Tomassetti ’18

Mr. Taylor and some students watch an Italian artist throw clay at the art 
farm.

The group pauses during a day of sight-seeing in Spoleto against a gorgeous, yet 
charming, backdrop. Viva l’Italia!
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was giving a mass. Thousands of people made up the 
crowd and the Pope was a little speck in the distance, 
but it was so cool to be so close to such an amazing 
and famous man. His voice boomed across the crowd. 
Even though I could not understand what he was 
saying, it was still somehow powerful. And now we all 
get to tell people that we saw the Pope! Later that 
morning we headed to the Vatican Museum, where 
we walked through room after room of artwork and 
admired each piece. When we finally arrived at the 
Sistine Chapel, we were captivated by Michelangelo’s 
paintings that we had previously learned so much 
about. Seeing them in real life gave me a whole 
new view and a heightened appreciation. I was able 
to recognize “The Creation of Adam” and some of 
the other scenes on the ceiling from the Bible and 
point out Michelangelo’s self-portrait in “The Last 
Judgment.” While in Rome we also got to visit Italy’s 
national museum, the Pantheon, the beach, the 
ancient ruins of Ostia, and the Trevi Fountain, always 
spending time at the Piazza Navona and returning 
back to our apartments after each day’s journey.

This trip was filled with breathtaking views, 
insight into the world, an emersion of Italian culture, 
a feeling of independence, many surprises – such as 
having to pay to use the public restrooms or that there 
is no such thing as Chicken Parmesan in Italy – and 
so much more. The memories of eating dessert four 
times in one day, painting on the patio of the art farm, 
having a Nutella cannoli for breakfast, visiting some of 

the most famous sites in 
the world – including the 
Forum, the Colosseum, 
and St. Francis’ Basilica 
– buying cheese correctly 
packaged to bring home 
to the states, seeing the 
Pope, and getting lost at 
the Vatican museum will 
stick with us forever. I 
got more than I could 
have ever hoped for from 
this trip. Not only did I 
learn about artwork and 
art history, but I also 
learned how to be more 
independent, as this was 
my first time outside 
of the U.S. and the first 
time traveling without 
my parents. The greatest 
thing I gained from this 

trip was the friendships that I made. The entire group 
felt like a family by the end of our Italy excursion. I 
would not trade these friendships for the world. We 
will all share the memories of this trip forever.

art farm to continue painting, eating home-cooked 
meals, learning, or just relaxing. Umbria, also known 
as “il cuore verde d’italia” (the green heart of Italy), 
was its own little world to me. It gave all of us time 
to slow down, enjoy the beauty of the landscape, get 
carried away in our art, and get ourselves away from 
our phones, which plague us daily back home.

After lunch on the seventh day of the trip we 
said goodbye to Pino and Franca, their dogs, and the 
peacefulness of the art farm, and the group loaded 
the bus for our apartments in Rome. The difference 
between the country and city in Italy amazed me. 
Rome was much faster-paced than Umbria. We were 
moving from the start. In just the first evening we 
visited a church, walked 
around the city, ate dinner, 
and, of course, enjoyed 
gelato, my favorite dessert.

In Rome we visited 
many of the famous 
landmarks of Italy that 
we had learned about in 
school. One was, of course, 
the Colosseum. How could 
we go to Rome and not see 
this ancient landmark?! 
Visiting the Forum and 
the Colosseum was one of 
the highlights of the trip 
for me. It was amazing to 
think what life was like for 
the Romans and how the 
Forum and the Colosseum 
functioned in ancient 
Rome. At the Colosseum 
it was so cool to think that 
gladiator fights and naval 
battles were actually held there. We were standing 
where Romans stood, touching the walls that people 
touched thousands of years ago.

Visiting Vatican City was another highlight of the 
trip. On the tenth day of the trip we walked 
to St. Peter’s Cathedral where Pope Francis Photos courtesy of the Alvord Center for Global & Environmental Studies

In a phone-free zone, Olivia seems one with her art.

St. Peter’s Square, Vatican City
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