
Boys Varsity Water Polo - Ed Pond 
 
The boys varsity water polo 2018 campaign was full of exciting competition, sustained 
improvement and a deep, collective commitment to the team.  Nine dedicated seniors were at 
the heart of the undertaking this fall, each contributing in their own way to the success the 
team realized in and out of the pool. I’ll share a few thoughts before recognizing our award 
winners. 
 
Nearly all of our varsity athletes started their Loomis careers with the jv.  Under the guidance of 
my long-time collaborator Fred Seebeck, the jv boys hone fundamental skills, absorb strategies, 
and learn to play as a team.  This fall the boys from both the varsity and jv teams engaged in 
service work spearheaded by Coach Seebeck - delivering food from our dining hall to a men’s 
shelter in downtown Hartford every Saturday night.  Fred’s work with each individual boy is 
impactful and full of caring.   
 
Jedai Lapcharoenporn swung between the jv and and the varsity this fall; and his varsity 
halftime cheer intimidated our rivals and inspired his teammates.  Brian Chen delivered 
motivating playlists for away game bus rides and an uncanny ability to score when he got the 
ball close to the goal.  Kai Junn Tham led the team in goals scored without taking a real shot, 
honestly KJ’s knack for finding good positions and scoring critical goals was amazing, but it 
stemmed from his hard work. Few worked as diligently as Michael Paolella at mastering the 
fundamentals the result – the confidence and skill to make significant contributions in our 
toughest games. Ben Laidlaw, in his second year playing water polo emerged as a valuable 
“seventh man” (first substitute) and an invaluable and vocal leader of the most spirited bench 
in the league. Captains Laith Hijazi and Kevin Cody brought enthusiasm and a sense of purpose 
to the pool every afternoon.  They were on a mission and their poised play and leadership gave 
us the versatility and resilience to earn a championship game birth for the first time in fourteen 
years. Well done! 
 
To Liz Bucceri, a sincere thank you for embracing the opportunity to share your experience and 
passion for the game with the jv and varsity teams this fall.  Whether she was jumping in the 
water to drill or scrimmage, motivating a dryland conditioning set or supervising the score table 
during home matches Liz’s commitment and professionalism was unwavering and essential.  
Thank you! 
 
I’m excited to present awards to Matthew Ryckman, CJ Owen and Danny Cecere.  All three boys 
were selected by the league’s coaches to the “All New England” team and Matt and CJ were 
honored with “All Tournament” distinction at the “Liquid Four”.    
 
Anyone who watched this team play noticed Matt Ryckman’s positive impact on our play.  
Whether he was scoring goals and assisting teammates on offense or making steals and 
neutralizing the opposition’s biggest threat on defense, Matt’s dazzling skill and deep 
understanding of the game was abundantly evident.  What earned Matt our Most Valuable 
Player award was the influence he exerted in practice. Matt, a sophomore, joined a new team, 



earned his teammate’s respect and trust and then extended himself to teach them the sport he 
loves.  Every day, Matt pulled teammates aside for one on one skill work, positioning tutorials 
and strategy instruction – he simplified the game and made the hard work fun.  We look 
forward to seeing Matt and this team continue to grow in the years ahead.     
  
It is not common for a senior captain to be the team’s Most Improved Player, but CJ Owen 
definitely earned that distinction this year.  CJ joined water polo as a sophomore, last year he 
played on the periphery of the varsity, this year he was one of the top scoring threats in the 
league and a formidable defender, but it was CJ’s work rate that pushed the team forward this 
season.  He inspired teammates like Min Jun Jung and Kai Sheng Tham to give a little bit more 
and those collective acts of commitment overwhelmed opponents.  In our tournament 
quarterfinal contest against Exeter, the Pelicans exploded for seven goals in under four minutes 
to break open the game with our best play of the season.  CJ was at the heart of that thrust.   
  
A Coaches Award to senior goalie Danny Cecere.  Being a water polo goalie is almost as crazy as 
being a lacrosse goalie.  No padding, a hard ball, slung by strong boys often from close range, 
with really only your head initially “protecting” the cage. Danny loved it from the start and saw 
varsity tournament action as a freshman. It was probably more painful for Danny not to play 
last year than it was rehabbing his injured shoulder, but the work he did preparing for this 
senior season was determined and effective. Danny’s “numbers” were about the best ever for a 
Loomis goalie, a 60% save percentage, 11 saves per game, allowing only 8 goals a game.  He 
was a true pelican warrior in the pool, a terrific mentor to his heir Gus Hawley and a wonderful 
sportsman and teammate.      
 
A final round of “thank you’s” to our manager Jeri Kim, Craig, Mark, Vicky, Sue Cabot and the 
rest of the Athletic Department and to our wonderful parents for the support and 
encouragement they offered this fall.  Go LC! 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Girls Varsity Field Hockey - Manya Steinfeld 
 
This season has been defined by growth and the coming together of a team. This season, half 
the team was new to varsity and we quickly had to get to know one another and how to play as 
a team together. Our first scrimmage at Wilbraham and Monson was an exciting preview of 
what this team could accomplish if we just worked together. Over the coming weeks the team 
worked hard at practice, improving basic skills and deepening their strategic minds. However, 
the first games proved to be challenging. While many of the skills the girls had been taught we 
could see on the field, the whole picture wasn’t yet coming into focus. And then, October hit 
and we had a new team on our hands. We could feel the shift in energy, in focus, in the style of 
play on the field. The team clicked and now the passing was tight and accurate, the defense 
recovered as a unit and the offense backed each other up and were aggressive towards the 
goal. Sophomore Elinor Keehn stepped up as an integral member of the offense, scoring 7 goals 
this season and using her speed to receive long balls from the midfield and breaking our 
opponents defensive line. In the backfield, Alex Darrah was a rock, preventing break aways and 
distributing the ball to start our attack. Across the back stretch of October, we outscored our 
opponents 18-7 with 4 shut outs, in a total and complete team effort. We had found ourselves, 
our style, our game and it was due to the comradery, dedication, heart, leadership, 
determination and love that each member of the team brought to everything they did.  
 
I would like to thank our incredible senior class of Maddy Hong, Grace Lawrence, Christiana 
Bevilaqua, Georgia Kraus and Katie Begley. Individually, they all bring something different and 
special to the team, as a collective they are unstoppable. The amount of talent, kind-
heartedness, competitiveness, joy, and grit these five bring to every practice, every game, and 
every team event will have a lasting impact for years to come. I would like to thank Georgia and 
Katie for their work as captains and four year members of the team, especially Katie who has 
been captain for three years and while she couldn’t start this season the way she wanted has 
been unwavering in her support of her teammates and dedication to the success of the 
program. Katie is synonymous with Loomis Chaffee field hockey and we thank her for her 
lasting impact on the program. 
 
Now for the awards. First is the Most Improved Player Award. The player that has truly stood 
out and has dramatically improved her game during her tenor, is senior Grace Lawrence. Grace 
picked up field hockey for the first time last year and immediately her defensive skills from 
basketball translated onto the field hockey field. However, Grace did not see much playing time 
that first year but she diligently worked to improve her stick skills and her understanding of 
defensive movement. This season, Grace became a regular starter and someone we heavily 
looked to in the backfield. She leads the team with defensive saves, at least 14, and she became 
a vocal leader on the field. We are incredibly proud of the growth Grace has shown on the field 
and are proud to award her the Most Improved Player Award. Congrats Grace. 
 
Next is the Coaches Award. This award goes to senior Christiana Bevilaqua. Bev is the player 
who consistently put her own needs aside for those of her teammates. She is the player 
teammates turn to when they are having a bad day or just need a hug. She is an incredibly 



positive presence on the team and always gives her best effort in practice. She has dramatically 
improved her skills on the field this season, especially her defensive stick, and is the team 
leader in assists, once again showing her selflessness and appreciation of her teammates. She 
does everything that is asked of her by the coaches and never complains or second guesses. She 
played every position on the offensive and midfield line this season, often moving multiple 
times in one game and always did it with a smile. Thank you Bev for all that you have done for 
the team both on and off the field. Congrats! 
 
Our next award is the Golden Stick Award. This award is going to a player who has been an 
invaluable member of our offensive unit and the stick behind our offensive success, junior 
Bailey Prete. Bailey has scored 10 of our team’s 29 goals this season, mostly coming off of direct 
shots from the top of the circle. Her hit and reverse chip have proven deadly against our 
opponents and goalkeepers are unable to react to her shot. She was often our first call on a 
corner play as we knew she was reliable and consistent hitting from the top of the circle. 
However, Bailey is not just an offensive threat because of her ability to score. She can 
maneuver the ball with ease through the midfield and dodge any defender that dares try to 
take the ball off her stick. Defensively, she can recover and strip the ball off an opponent’s stick 
and make a play to move the ball up the field. Overall, Bailey’s stick skills are incredibly 
impressive and our team found success on the scoreboard in large part because of Bailey. 
Congrats! 
 
The final award tonight is for the Most Valuable Player. This award is presented to senior co-
captain Georgia Kraus. This season Georgia has stepped up in every way imaginable. She holds 
the middle of the field, catching every ball or break away that dares pass through the center. 
Once she collects the ball she can dodge any defender, sometimes several at a time, to find the 
right pass or the right shot on net. She is incredibly smart about when to strike on defense and 
how to distribute the ball on offense. Georgia also communicates consistently on the field, 
letting her teammates know where to move and where to pass. In practice, Georgia creates an 
environment of intensity and sets the tone by always going 100% in drills, raising the level of 
play for everyone around her. Georgia also was named All NEPSAC Honorable Mention for her 
high level of play that was noticed by her teammates and opponents alike, I even had an 
opposing coach say to me “please tell me #20 is graduating.” Well unfortunately for us, #20 is 
graduating after having a significant impact on the team and the program as a whole over the 
past four years. Congrats Georgia.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Girls Varsity Soccer - Linda Hathorn 
 
Intro:  
First of all, congratulations to all the fall sports for your accomplishments this season.  
A special thank you to the parents for your support this season. Thank you to Mrs. Cabot, Mr. 
McKillop, Ms. True, Mrs. Scanlan, Mr. Moynihan, Mr. Lamenzo, the athletic training Staff, and 
to all the faculty and staff who work tirelessly behind the scenes to give these students the 
opportunity to compete.  
 
I would also like to acknowledge the JV coaching staff of Coach Leyden and Coach Hinchman for 
their work developing players. This year we had 4 players join us from the JV team and all 
contributed to our team success in a variety of ways both on and off the field.  
 
And of course, thank you to Coach Jackson. You are a tremendous resource to the team both on 
and off the field. And for me as well.  You are knowledgeable, passionate, caring, and much 
better at demonstrating than myself. Overall, you are a fantastic person and we are lucky to 
have you! 
 
Recap and Acknowledgements: 
This was both my and Coach Jacksons first season at Loomis and coaching the girls’ varsity 
soccer team. We often discussed how honored we felt to be working with such a remarkable 
group of young women.  
 
As a coach, there is nothing better than working with players that love to compete with one 
another, and at the same time, genuinely enjoy each other’s successes. From the very first day 
of the season until the last, the players left everything on the field.  
 
Being back-to-back New England Champions (on top of having the name Loomis on their 
jerseys) meant this team had a huge target on their backs. Every team we played this season 
played us at their best. And it takes a special team to, not only deal with that pressure, but 
thrive under it.  
 
If we were to define the key characteristics of this team, we would have to say; resilient, 
adaptable, competitive, talented, determined, and, of course, FUN! As the season progressed 
these qualities allowed us to work through adversity within games and propelled us through 
the season with a record of 13-2-1 and through to the NEPSAC finals.  
 
In the NEPSAC quarter finals, Hotchkiss scored early, which would have demoralized a lesser 
team, but then Taylor Douglas scored one of her nicest goals of the season within a minute of 
stepping on the field. That set the tone for the game. They went up again, we tied again, we 



went up, they tied… until we scored again with 20 minutes left and fought to keep the lead until 
the final whistle. This team willed themselves to victory. 
 
In the semi-final against BB&N we arrived only 25 minutes prior to kick off and not a single 
player stressed or complained, they just got ready, hit the field, and worked. Through regular 
time, then overtime, going on to win it in penalty kicks, with many players arguably having their 
most impactful games of the season. A few that come to mind are Jessica Hinton, who worked 
tirelessly in the back line, Michelle Fickett who seemed to grow in the goal with each save, and 
Megan Lam, who stepped up to take the winning penalty kick.  
 
Come the final against Nobles, the team didn’t have much left in the tank, but managed to put 
in a solid performance against a very good team. Ending the season 2nd in New England. A truly 
impressive feat in a year full of transition; new coaches, new positions, new roles and 
responsibilities.  
  
At this point, I would like to recognize the senior class for their leadership this year. Without 
each contributing their unique qualities to the team we could not have progressed as quickly as 
we did.  
 
Carter Hutchinson’s work rate was unparalleled, Avery Rebello always brought a mature 
practicality, Jacqueline Cleary was the heart and breath of the team, Lauren demonstrated 
what it is to be a professional, Elena Anderson’s calm approachability made her a rock in our 
back line, Maddie Corsetti’s laid back confidence filtered through the team, Michelle Fickett 
held her teammates accountable to maintaining the focus and intensity needed, Beatrice Dang 
made sure we had fun while working hard (sometime is the form of dance), Taylor Douglas 
always found a way to motivate the group at the right time.  
 
Thank you we will miss you all next season! 
 
Awards:  
Now for the awards, this is a team made up of not only tremendous character, but talent.  
 
Offensive Player of the Year:  Charlotte Hill  
What an impact this player has had in her first year. Playing at both midfielder and striker, 
Charlotte scored 23 goals and 4 assists, earning a total 50 points and contributing over half of 
the teams’ overall goals. Constantly a threat, we look forward to watching you continue to 
develop and find the back of the net in the years to come.  
 
Congratulations Charlotte Hill. 
 
Defensive Player of the Year: Michelle Fickett 
One of the best goalkeepers in the league in 1v1 situations, Michelle earned 7 shutouts this 
season, was the vocal leader in our back 5, and was a major factor in our NEPSAC finals 
appearance making 3 penalty kick saves in the semi-finals against BB&N.    



 
Congratulations Michelle Fickett. 
 
MVP: Lauren Smida and Christina Stone 
This year we have two MVPs, both these players were key components to our team success, 
complimented each other on the field each bringing a critical piece that allowed the other to 
excel, and were tremendous leaders both on and off the field as co-captains. 
 
Lauren Smida was a constant attacking threat scoring 8 goals and contributing 6 assists, earning 
a total 22 points, second highest on the team.  
  
Christina Stone was the glue of our midfield, taking the majority of the defensive responsibility, 
while still earning 10 assists and a goal.  
 
Together as captains they held themselves and their teammates accountable to a high standard 
of performance in an incredibly positive way which made training fun and competitive. Thank 
you both for everything you contributed this season. 
Congratulations Lauren Smida and Christina Stone. 
 
Ladies, Congratulations on a great season! Thank you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Boys Varsity Football - Elliott Dial  
 
I first wanted to start out by saying thank you to all the people that provided needed support 
throughout the season! Our training staff Don MacGillvary and Jean Sapula and their interns. 
Mark Moynihan coming in this year and dealing with my constant badgering in the cage. Special 
thanks to Sue Cabot, Craig Lamenzo, and Vicky Scanlon for all that they do for our program! 
They are the heart and soul of our athletics department. Thank you to our managers Oumi, 
Navreet, and Kennedy for putting up with my constant needs. A special thanks goes to the 
parents for their efforts throughout the season this year. Our players play for each other, but 
they also play for you and the support you showed the team and coaches made this season. 
(can we please give them a hand).  
 
The 2018 Loomis Chaffee Football season was a new experience for a lot of our players and 
coaches as well! We started the season with great enthusiasm and ended it with the same 
passion, which is what every coach wants to see from his or her team. There were a lot of new 
faces on the team this year and although the season did not go the way we planned, our guys 
got to know each other better and showed resiliency throughout the season. This team came 
together to endure preseason and create a bond that withstood some tough games. It seemed 
that every game had some moment that left us all scratching our heads, but the team kept their 
heads up and came to practice to get better. We saw a number of sophomores take significant 
snaps this year, which bodes well for the future of our program. Our record does not represent 
the ability of the team. To be honest this was not the season we wanted or expected. There 
were disappointments, setbacks, and heartaches but instead of sitting around making excuses 
and talking about what we didn’t do our team came to practice to get better. This is what we 
preached all year long…what do you do when adversity hits you! We saw how we could come 
together when we beat Exeter in New Hampshire and held Choate to its lowest amount of 
points scored all year long.  
 
The life lessons you will learn/have learned in this program will follow you well beyond a sports 
career. There are things you will learn in this program that have nothing to do with getting a 
first down, a goal line stand or blocking a punt. It's about learning about life and growing as a 
young man. During our annual end of the year event (burning of the shoe) many of our seniors 
talked about the lessons they have learned while playing football at Loomis Chaffee and how 
they enjoyed their time in the program. We’d like to thank them for everything they have done 
this year.  
 
Special shoutout to my coaches who helped me throughout the season and their wives for 
allowing them to spend more time with me than them from September to November.  
 
We have 3 award winners this fall.  
 
First we have MVP, which goes to Tylon Crump. Tylon was the heart and soul of the team this 
year almost playing every sing snap this season. During his career at Loomis Tylon has played 
almost every position on the field and never once complained about it. He was always a yes sir 



player and on top of doing everything on the field, he was a great leader off the field with our 
younger players. The majority of this season saw him play QB and OLB, which does not happen 
often in our league. He will be very missed, but we are excited to see all of his accomplishments 
off the island next year! Thank you Tylon for everything you have done.  
 
Unsung Hero: Max Wechsler 
Max has been with the program since his freshman year. The improvement he made 
throughout his career showed the dedication that we try to instill in all of our players. This year 
Max started both ways, offensively and defensively. He was named game captain a few times 
this year and lived up to the title, playing almost every single snap of the season. He continued 
to come to practice to make himself better and expected the same from the younger lineman 
as well. Though the season did not turn out how Max would have liked, he came to practice 
upbeat always asking what he could do to help the team improve. His versatility showed not 
only the physical ability, but also his mental capacity to juggle more than one position both 
offensively and defensively. He played a total of five different positions during his time at 
Loomis (C, OG, OT, DT, and DE) and even saw a little time at OLB this year. Congrats Max on a 
successful career.  
 
Coaches Award: Denny Williams 
Denzel came to the program two years ago and showed the work ethic you want from any 
player. He came to practice every day determined to learn, grow, and better himself not only as 
a football player but also as a young man. Denzel was someone who led by example and took 
pride in that.  The work he did with our younger players shows how much of a caring young 
man he is and how much he wants to get better. When he is done playing he would make an 
excellent coach. He was an exceptional wide receiver and defensive back for us this year, but 
would do anything for the team, even run the rock like we asked him the last game of the year.  
The coaching staff thanks Denzel for his commitment, effort, and leadership he provided to the 
Pelicans. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Becky Purdy - Girls Cross Country 
 
I know I’m going to sound corny, but I’m telling you the truth: Sometimes a team is just special. 
And this year’s girls cross country team was one of those special teams. Assistant coaches 
Dennis Robbins and Scott Purdy and I remarked about this early in the season and many times 
again as the season spun on.  
 
It’s hard to explain why this team was special, though. It wasn’t just that they placed fourth at 
Canterbury Invitational with three freshmen on the varsity team, or that they defeated the 
varsity and JV squads of all three teams that came to our home quad meet, or that they ran 
blazingly fast in a dual meet against the defending New England and Founders League 
champions, or that they nearly toppled Choate at the Founders League meet, placing second as 
a team by a mere 4 points and finishing all five scorers among the top 20 runners. What really 
made this team special was something less tangible. It was a sort of aura of camaraderie and 
joy and respect that these young women generated as a group. 
 
It might help to define their specialness by telling you what they were not and giving you a few 
examples: 
 
They were not wimpy. Not one of them. 
 
They were not lazy. 
 
They were not jaded. 
 
They did not take themselves too seriously. 
 
They were not selfish. 
 
With their teammates, no matter how fast or slow, novice or experienced, they were not 
condescending. 
 
For us coaches, they were not headaches. At all. 
 
It filled our hearts to see how good they were to each other, how earnestly they listened, how 
hard they worked, how much like honey badgers they raced, and how much they appreciated 
this sport and their team. 
 
And so, I present to you, these varsity letter-earners, a subset of the 31-strong team of which 
we are so proud. 
 
Our absolutely great captains: 
 



Charlotte Fanning -- a natural leader with uncanny instincts, an unflappable calm, a great sense 
of humor, and a giving heart 
 
Marleigh Giliberto -- a runner who still has no clue how fast she is and how much potential she 
has, and we all love her for this obliviousness as well as her big-sister warmth 
 
Faith Donegan -- a gem, a fountain of wisdom, a nurturer, a brave runner who stepped right up 
when we needed her to substitute onto the varsity seven for the championship meets 
 
Two other seniors: 
 
Phoebe Plunkett -- in her first season of cross country, Phoebe rocked, especially with her great 
races at both Founders, where she led the JV squad to a tie-breaker victory, and New Englands 
 
Sage MacClintic -- our manager extraordinaire, a quick study at timing and scoring and interval 
record-keeping, a helpful and positive aide who was always available and willing to lend a hand, 
and a friend to the entire team 
 
Juniors: 
 
Neala Sweeney -- more about her in a moment 
 
Emma Tishler -- our stalwart, talented, unwavering, gutsy, No. 2 runner whose respect for her 
teammates lifted everyone higher; she is our unsung hero 
 
Sophomores: 
 
Lizzie Chapman -- full of wonder, waaaaay tougher than you expect her to be, the future of this 
team 
 
Joy Liu -- gifted, fast, and a thinker; she is tough on herself, which made her proud smile after 
New Englands especially great to see 
 
Freshmen: 
 
Kamy Collins -- a serious athlete, a fierce competitor, a fast learner; she has no idea yet how 
good she can be 
 
Julia Lantner -- don’t challenge her to any kind of competition; you will lose. Julia is a winner 
and a real student of the sport, and she will do anything for her team.  
 
Karishma Lawrence -- our surprise No. 3 runner as a freshman, with a deep well of talent and 
dedication. Don’t be fooled by her kindness and soft voice; she is a running force to be 
reckoned with. 



 
Most Valuable Runner: Neala Sweeney 
 
The promise that Neala showed as a freshman and sophomore blazed out in full force this fall. 
She was our No. 1 runner in every race and lopped big chunks off her times from last year and 
the year before on the home course and other courses we returned to. Those PRs included her 
attempt to break 20 minutes on the home course in the last dual meet of the season. Running 
all alone — because the top runner from the opposing team was ill and couldn’t race — Neala 
had this no-nonsense, determined look on her face even before the race started and 
throughout the race itself. That she runs powerfully was especially evident as she strode alone 
down the final tree line to the finish of that race, pushing to squeeze every second off her time 
and crossing the finish line in 20 minutes even. That expression on her face -- we call that the 
"take-no-prisoners" countenance, and that's exactly how Neala raced in all the culminating 
meets of the fall. Her performance at the Founders League Championship was a tour de force. 
Seemingly oblivious to the very muddy conditions on the hilly Taft course, Neala went out 
strong but under control, wisely let the defending champion go, and patiently passed 
opponents in the second half of the race. She emerged at the top of the final hill in second 
place and never relinquished it. That impressive finish helped the team secure second place in 
the championship, just four points out of first place.  
 
At New Englands the following Saturday, Neala once again ran powerfully and with laser focus 
to finish 15th, earning All-New England honors. To put that performance in perspective, Neala 
finished 57th at New Englands last year. As important to the team as Neala’s fast, smart racing 
was her leadership by example. Throughout the season, she not only comported herself with 
seriousness about her training and racing and all the little but important things that make a 
season successful, but also took her teammates and the team as a whole seriously, giving all her 
hard-working teammates the respect and admiration and camaraderie they deserved and 
showing the youngest members the way to improvement, good sportsmanship, and mutual 
encouragement. In every way, Neala was a treasured asset to this team. Congratulations, 
Neala. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Boys Cross Country - Sally Knight  
 
FIRST, I WOULD LIKE TO INTRODUCE YOU TO MY FELLOW HEAD COACH ANDREW BARTLETT 
AND TO OUR NEW ASSISTANT COACH DAN DOWE:  
 
Andrew and I have coached together for going on 30 years now, and I can truly say that the 
LCXC program would not be as robust OR as much fun as it is without his sharing with the team 
and with me his energy and his savvy.  Math teacher Coach Bartlett’s love for numbers AND for 
reconnaissance makes him the guru of our chalk talks and a CIA-agent-to-be.    
 
Dan and I have taught English and have coached together for going on…oh…about three 
months now…that said, already, I can’t imagine a future LCXC season without him: Coach Dowe 
has tapped into his own decades of running experience—ranging from high school cross 
country to post-collegiate marathoning—and has been generous in sharing his enthusiasm with 
our runners, veterans and rookies alike.  
 
AND NOW TO INTRODUCE YOU TO OUR SENIORS:  
 
…to JAMES WANG, one of just two seniors earning a fourth LCXC varsity letter this year (add 
more…) and a top-five finisher in all of our second-flight competitions this year  
 
…to BEN SHANI, a four-year runner earning his first LCXC varsity letter, and a Pelican harrier of 
most mature and most metronomic pace and most contagious addiction to all things LCXC, 
even Dellinger circuits and drop-off runs. 
 
…to MATT REMIGINO, he of infinite patience and capacity for pain, he of excellent taste in 
music ---from MY era--- blasted from portable speaker for lucky run singalongs, and he of 
absolutely too many years at Conard and definitely not enough years at Loomis Chaffee;  
 
…to captain JADEN RISMAY,  (add)… 
 
…and to captain RYAN CHAN, a rare bird indeed, a runner who channeled his inner school 
mascot of Pelican in offering up his New Englands Championships race berth to a rookie runner 
with potential to parlay that invaluable race experience into future LCXC performances 
 
…to captain MARK VALADEZ, score-clincher in (???) major races and both championships, and 
whose experienced leadership, warm camaraderie, and  nimble-fingered card tricks have united 
this team so speedily and so successfully. 
 
…to captain WALTER KRISSEL, tapped midseason to join Jaden, Mark, and Ryan as leader of this 
year’s squad,  (add)… 
 
I introduce you also to our juniors:  
Three-year letter winners Ryan Jones, Matt Farrell, and Danny Cui, and rookie Jack Frisbie; 



 
To our sophomores:  
Two-year letter winners Eric Zhang, Alejandro Rincon, Jake Lotreck;  
 
And to our lone freshman:  
Edward Zhao. 
 
Last, but far from least, I introduce you to our managers: 
 
Lily Tapsoba and Isabelle Fonseca, both new to LCXC this year and already seasoned veterans, 
on top of everything from pre-practice collection of cell phones in canvas LLBean bag to post-
workout and race googledoc updating of our harriers’ times and places. 
 
For those of you who were hoping for a full evening of stride-by-stride, week-by-week 
recountings of our season, I apologize for the brevity of this evening’s season summary, but not 
to worry:  you can enjoy the tomes of weekly write-ups published on the Athletics page of the 
LC website. 
 
For the VAST majority of you would much will prefer that I deliver our ten-week season in a 
three-minute nutshell, here you go:  
 
These guys won the season-opening Canterbury Invitational. 
 
These guys won all but two of their dual meets, and those, with our #2/3 runner sidelined by 
injury. 
 
These guys won the Founders League Championship title for a fifth consecutive year, the 13th 
ever for LCXC, bringing the team right up on the heels of the current record holders, those Wild 
Boars from just down the road a ways.  (Matt, Danny, Ryan, Jack, Alejo, Jake, Eric, Edward:  we 
are one win away from a tie for most FL wins…just saying…) 
 
These guys claimed bronze at the New England DI championships, with only a handful of 
seconds and points between them and silver and gold.  
 
Junior Matt and sophomores Alejandro and Jake raced to Founders League All-Star status, with 
Matt and Alejandro racing to Division I All-New England honors as well. 
 
Every one of these guys conquered challenges---some posed by his own doubts, others posed 
by his feisty opponents, others by the terrain, and more than a few by some pretty terrible bus 
ride music; every one of these guys learned how to stride through the stretches when his legs 
begged to buckle to fatigue and he could think of nothing but a post-race trip to Chipotle;   
 



every one of these guys learned to lean in to slick and sloppy and hellish hills that threatened to 
rise ever ever up and roll never never down, all the while –we hope--vowing to forgive the 
coaches for all the mind-and-leg numbing figure-eight workouts on Chaffee Hill;  
 
every one of these guys cultivated some pretty nasty kicks for the flat-out and fully-exposed 
finish line sprints, even as more than one crossed those finish having lost one of his racing 
shoes somewhere along the way.  
 
For all that, what we are MOST proud of is that as individuals and as a team, these guys have 
earned the respect and accolade of even our archest of rivals, with the runners and coaches of 
other teams making a point of commending the camaraderie and sportsmanship of the Pelican 
harriers.  
 
I now ask Walter Krissel, Jaden Rismay, and Matt Farrell to join me at the podium.  
 
This year, we honor Matt Farrell with the LCXC Most Valuable Runner Award.  In addition to 
winning September’s hot and hilly Canterbury Invitational, Matt won the Founders League 
Championships for the third year in a row and the Division I New England Championships for 
the second year in a row.   
 
Congratulations, Matt, and good luck in San Diego next weekend as you represent the 
Northeast Region at the National Foot Locker Championships! 
 
It would be quick and easy to simply name Walter Krissel this year’s Most Improved Runner:  in 
a matter of nine months, Walter transformed himself from a mid-pack JV runner with a 
leisurely lope and a gangly kick to a varsity runner with times placing him among our top 7 in 
each of three final meets of the season.  Such an award, however, would not convey Walter’s 
even more impressive leadership by composure and example, his on-the-rise bread-baking 
analogies and pep talks,  and his earnest commitment to everyone’s good and FUN times as 
well as  good and FAST times. 
 
As a captain, Jaden did everything a coach could ask even before a coach COULD ask:  he 
directed warmups and workouts, he monitored race pace for his training and racing pack, and 
on a daily basis, he adopted a half dozen or so of the water bottles orphaned at the monument.  
Jaden’s best-self contributed not only to the common good, but also to his success as season-
long varsity-7 competitor.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Boys Varsity Soccer - Tim Helfrich  
 
For this group of young men, their journey together began a few weeks before preseason in the 
ticketing area at Logan International Airport in Boston where we gathered and managed to get 
everyone, 37 of us!, on a plane headed for the UK and the birthplace of the game that we all 
love so much. There was some sight seeing involved, a bit of culture, a bit of history…but really 
it was a week of football, football, football.  We toured the hallowed grounds of some of the 
world’s best teams, played a few friendly matches with local clubs, and attended a home game 
at Liverpool’s Anfield Stadium. 
  
On the trip a few things became evident.  This is a group of guys who can sleep anywhere, who 
have limited awareness of their volume in public spaces, and who have substantial difficulty 
maintaining possession of their belongings.  They are also a group of guys who never tire of the 
sport -- playing it, watching it, talking about it, studying it – and who really love being 
together.   All of these things remained constants throughout this season. 
  
Like a lot of the athletes assembled here tonight, our team trains and competes six days each 
week, every week ,from the Thursday before Labor Day until a few days before Thanksgiving.  It 
is a tough slog, and we ask an awful lot of them.  The one weekend off is Parents Weekend 
where we typically get a three day break.  And frankly, this season we needed a break.  We 
were coming off of two losses the span of two weeks and we had four of five guys trying to 
recover from injuries. 
  
But this year we were invited to Harvard University to play against one of the most talented 
soccer teams in the country from a residential program in Lake Placid, NY comprised of gifted 
players from 13 different countries.  Playing the game would mean taking a long bus trip very 
early on a Sunday morning, giving up the long weekend and giving up the break.  We put the 
opportunity before the guys and took a vote.  It was unanimous, and we went on the road and 
played a terrific team to a 1-1 draw. We learned that this was a team that had a hunger to play 
against the best teams, rest be damned, and a team who could compete with anyone. 
  
That game was the start of a ten-game undefeated streak to end the regular season, to earn 
this team its second consecutive Founders League title, with a perfect record in league play, 
and the regular season Western New England championship. During the run, these Pelicans 
played some very fine soccer, scored some fantastic goals, and proved that they were good 
enough to earn another shot at New Englands. 
  
Our season ended the way no season should have to end, losing in penalty kicks after battling 
to a 1-1 tie through two overtime periods against a tough, commited team from Worcester 
Academy in the New England semifinals.  Our season ended in tears.  Our season ended with a 
lot of us shaking our heads about what could have been. 
  
We all want the feeling of raising the trophy after the final whistle, of singing songs and ringing 
the victory bell.  And I’m so glad that so many of our seniors know that feeling.  I am also so 



glad that so many of our players were able to be present on championship Sunday to watch our 
sensational volleyball team earn its championship moment!! 
  
But these gut-wrenching moments are just as much a part of sports.  And the kind of 
togetherness that team sports tend to breed is tested and fortified in these moments.  So, yes, 
our season ended in defeat, but it also secured what was always most special about this 
team.  We are a family. And that’s something to celebrate. 
  
Before moving on to our awards, I want to add a few acknowledgments.  First, to the athletic 
department staff: you positively SPOIL us with your enthusiastic support, your tireless work, 
and your attention to ALL of the details. Thank you.  I want to also thank our captains for their 
leadership and care: Aidan O’Brien, Zach Peter, and Alhasan Barrie. They are a part of an 
unbelievably talented and spirited group of seniors – 14 of them! – who led the way for us all 
year long: Chayne Bruneau, Keven Cosgel, Johnny Eyvazzadeh, Nabeel Kemal, Maalik 
McPherson – the smoothest, John Patterson, Harry Raddock, Lucas Scheuer, Michael Suski, 
Brady Trenchard, Sam Winiarski.  Thank you, seniors, for everything you have given to this 
program and for the legacy you leave for the rest us to carry forward. 
  
MVP: For the second year in a row, I am pleased to acknowledge and honor our most valuable 
player, Michael Suski. 
  
Michael, or Suski as he is known to many of us and to most anyone associated with prep soccer 
where he has become a bit of a household name, entered the season on the heels of an absurd 
junior season in which he scored an astonishing 40 goals.  To say that Michael played this 
season with a target on his back would be an understatement.  In every game that we played 
he occupied two defenders, at minimum, and much of the instructional attention of opposing 
coaches. Despite the pressure, Michael never wavered in his desire to be the go-to guy for his 
teammates. When we needed goals he wanted the ball.  And when we got it to him, he very 
often delivered, very often in jaw-dropping fashion.  In the ten-game streak that brought us into 
the New England semifinals, Michael scored 8 game-winning goals. And in the semifinal he gave 
us the goal that almost brought us to the finals. Almost. The 4-year Suski highlight reel would be 
something to behold, but you’d need about an hour to watch all of his goals – more than 70 in 
his career! Congratulations Michael. 
  
Coaches Award: On a team that had some very good leaders, in an athletic program full of 
them, it is my pleasure to give our award to Aidan O’Brien who could not be more deserving of 
the recognition. A two-year captain, Aidan has been the spine of our soccer program – as a guy 
who controls the center of the field and a guy who is at the center of everything we’re trying to 
do.  He is as loyal as they come – to his teammates and his coaches -  and he is a fierce 
competitor.  For the past two years, and really for all of his four years as a starter for this team, 
Aidan has found countless times and myriad ways to empty his heart and soul for this 
team.  The depth of his love for Loomis soccer would be impossible to quantify.  Aidan 
is the consummate team player, rallying around his teammates just as they rally around 
him.  We thank you, Aidan (aka A-Dawg, aka Party Wolf) for your many contributions to this 



program, for your constant example of how to do things the right way, and for your steady 
guidance both on and off the field. And we congratulate you on a remarkable career. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Girls Varsity Volleyball - Jeff Dyreson 

 
Roster: 
Maya Guyton  MH 2019 
Reilly Campbell  MH 2019 
Sadie Olcott  L 2020 
Carol Yu  OH/DS 2020 
Skylar Hanley  OH/S 2020 
Gabriele Kozik  S 2020 
Kenedi Clinton  RH 2020 
Chloe Behringer  DS 2020 
Loren Jones  OH 2021 
Miriam Bussell  DS 2021 
Sophia Testa  DS 2022 
 
Nina Gildor  Manager 
 

Season Summary (18-3): 
Founder League Champion & NEPSAC Champion (1st in school history) 
 
First off, I would like to extend congratulations to all the teams this fall.  I love the fall sports 
and I admire all the coaches leading these programs.  It was fun to be a part of your seasons 
and thank you for supporting Loomis volleyball. 
 
Ok, I’m going to go a little out of character and give you all a brief history lesson. 
 
Loomis Chaffee School was founded in 1914.  While athletics have been a part of the 
educational experience since the inception, volleyball (according to my research) wasn’t offered 
until the late 1960’s and that was only at the Chaffee School.   
 
The first mention of the program was in the 1973 yearbook (also the first year of the merger of 
Loomis and Chaffee) where it was noted the team went 5-0 and  ”[was] currently on a three 
year winning streak ”.  I don’t believe there was any formal league championship. 
 
Back then, players looked and played a little different than they do now (show pics#1, #2, #2a).  
They wore uniforms that had a skirt, and they served underhand.   
 
From my research, the first coach I could find was Bonnie Stewart (pic #3) and she led the team 
until 1980.  From there, there was a change of coaches almost every year until 1986, when a 
new young faculty member, who played volleyball at the University of Virginia, took over the 
helm and would stay in that position for the next 18 years (Allison Beason).  (show pic #4) 
 
Coach Beason had several talented teams through the late 80s and 90s and she recalls several 
successful seasons including the first Founders League title (year?), but no New England title.  
(show pic #5) 
 



I learned that NEPSAC (New England titles) volleyball only began in 1998 with St. Paul’s winning 
the first followed by NMH in 1999.  For the next 17 years it was either Exeter, Andover, 
Hotchkiss or Choate who would claim that coveted title.   
 
In 2001, I was a transplanted Midwesterner teaching at Wethersfield High School, living in 
Windsor, and I had the good luck to become Coach Beason’s assistant.  (show pic #6) 
 
Although I had played volleyball in high school and college, coached boys at varying levels, I had 
never coached girls.  I have to admit I was a little nervous about taking the position at first, but 
then I decided to take the opportunity and hence a new chapter in LCVB started.   
 
Coach Beason and I switched roles in 2004.  At the same time, more and more players were 
coming to prep schools with volleyball experience; therefore, recruiting and off-season training 
became more common.  As a result of those changes, the level of play in the league quickly 
improved, producing many collegiate athletes.   
 
LCVB, in the early 2000s, was competitive but not to the caliber of claiming any Founders 
League or New England titles.  Making the playoffs was commonplace but those achievements 
were always followed by quick exits; that is, until 2006, when the team claimed its second 
Founders League title (perhaps officially) and then history was made with the first New England 
quarterfinal victory. (show pic #7) 
 
In 2013, LCVB made its first trip to the championship game, losing to Choate.  Two years later, 
in 2015, a 20-2 team again reached the coveted championship game but then lost to Exeter.   
 
With these achievements, LCVB earned respect as being among the best teams in New England 
earning 4 Founders League titles over the last 6 years including this year, but then with the 
2018 team and season, we made school history. (show pic #8) 
 
For the first time, it wasn’t a school named Exeter, Andover, Hotchkiss or Choate that won the 
New England championship.  This time, the champion was us, was our school, Loomis Chaffee.   
 
I could go on and give you match by match details of this historic season, but instead I will leave 
it up to this team, their families, their friends and everyone who watched and supported this 
team to tell the stories from their perspective and create their own personal histories.   
 
No season is successful without tremendous support, commitment and effort.  There are so 
many thank yous that need to be mentioned: 
 
To our Athletic Department.  Loomis is consistently among the best schools in New England for 
athletics and that’s a testament to Sue Cabot and her staff (thank you Vicky, Craig, Bradi, John, 
Don and Jean).  Your work behind the scenes does not go unnoticed.   
 



To my peer coaches.  I admire the work you do with your programs and truly cherish your 
collegiality. 
 
To Coach Cathy Markowski.  Her no nonsense approach, wisdom and perspective to these 
players and me has been such an instrumental addition.   
 
To Coach Allison Beason for her leadership, commitment and support over my 18 year journey.  
She really started this story and the accomplishments today are a result of her tremendous 
work over 30 years.   
 
To parents, colleagues and friends of LCVB.  It truly takes a community to raise a child and you 
all should take some credit for this team and their accomplishments. 
 
Lastly, to every member of the 2018 team.  Your commitment, effort and love for the game and 
to each other as a team was the key to this historic season.  You embodied the true essence of 
a champion and I couldn’t be more proud of your journey. 
 
After such an amazing season and outcome, I have to admit I am a little tempted to ride off into 
the sunset…but for now I will just continue to enjoy the ride and see where history will take us 
next. 
 
Award Recipients: 
Coaches Award - Skylar Hanley  
Sky entered the season named captain.  An incredible honor that reflects not only her high level 
of play as an outside hitter (jack of all trades, hitting, passing, serving, defense) but more 
importantly her approach as a teammate and player.  To put it simply, Sky was the anchor for 
the team.  Always steady with her demeanor and 100% effort, she has been among the most 
reliable players I have worked with.  Over the course of the season Sky's personality opened up 
and perhaps as a result, her play went to a higher level and she became instrumental in the late 
season run.  Sky embodies the characteristics of a true champion and I am so proud of her and 
am thrilled to coach her for another season. 
 
Of special note, Sky was an Honorable Mention selection for the NEPSAC All-League Team. 
 
Coaches Award - Gabriele Kozik 
Gabriele was new to the program this year and quickly proved to be a very talented 
athlete.  Able to do it all (set, pass, hit, serve, play defense) she is a rare talent, but what makes 
her so special is her mind and spirit.  Coaches call it the "IT" factor.  She knows how to compete, 
how to conduct herself and how to help others in competition.  She embodied the spirit of a 
leader and was instrumental to the success of this historic season.  The coaching staff is proud 
of Gabriele and thrilled for her accomplishments.  The future is very bright for this outstanding 
young lady and we are honored and excited to work with her for another year.   



 
Gabriele is a champion in every manner affiliated with the word.  Congratulations! Of special 
note, Gabriele was a First Team selection for the NEPSAC All-League Team. 
 
Most Valuable Player - Maya Guyton 
It is bittersweet to know Maya’s LCVB career is over.  Her transformation from her freshman 
year to now is truly the stuff of storybooks.  She came to Loomis having never played volleyball 
and was an awkward freshman on JV.  She made the varsity team her sophomore year as a 
"project" player and sure enough she grew into the potential the coaching staff saw in her.  She 
had a breakout season junior year becoming an impact player.  Maya was voted captain 
entering this season and after graduating 7 seniors from last year, there were big shoes to 
fill.  Maya embraced the role growing both as a player but more importantly as a leader.  Her 
spirit and approach to competition is special and one that makes others around her 
better.  Maya emerged as the go to player on the floor but what pushed this team to a 
championship was that she became a go to teammate, always supporting those around her 
doing whatever necessary for the sake of the team.  Maya leaves behind a legacy of being the 
most accomplished middle hitter in program history but more importantly she leaves behind a 
legacy of what it takes to be a champion. 
 
Thank you Maya for 4 amazing years.  Your story is one that will be referred to for years to 
come and I am so proud and honored to have been your coach. Of special note, Maya was 
named the MVP of NEPSAC All-League team. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 


