
Opening Remarks – Athletic Director Sue Cabot 
 
Good evening and thank you all for being here as we celebrate the Spring Season on the island, 
and oh were there times that and island it was.  
 
Before we get started, I want to offer some thanks to those who are important to the operation 
of the Athletic Dept.  A special thanks to Mrs. Scanlon, she anticipates the needs to the teams, 
coaches and athletes and does whatever it takes to help the athletic program. A special thank 
you to Coach McKillop, Coach Balabuch, Coach Monti, Craig, and Mark in the cage.   
MacG, Ms. Sapula, Stu and our intern Alex thank you for your compassion caring for our 
athletes injuries and getting them back on the field, pool, track or court as quickly as possible. A 
shout out to Coaches Mai and Coach Kyle for your work with our teams and performance 
training athletes out of season.  In just a few short months, our culture around performance 
enhancement training is quickly changing for the positive. Thank you to Mr Cunningham and 
the communications team for their work supporting athletics via the web and social media and 
to Flik for working with us on making sure our athletes are fed.  I would also like to take this 
time to thank all of the parents for supporting our athletes, coaches and the athletic program 
throughout this season on the sidelines, providing many snacks and pot luck meals and pride in 
LC athletics.  A special shout out to the coaches, who genuinely share their love of the game, 
their commitment, their passion and their dedication to making our teams better. Let’s give 
them a hand!  A special note of appreciation to Mr Purdy, for his role as the Meet Director of 
the NEPSTA championship this past Saturday. It takes a village to pull something off on this level 
and certainly our coaching staff, Coach Seebeck, Mr Glass and Mr Knight, Mr True, our track 
athletes and athletic department did a great job. Thank you to all. 
 
It is hard to believe that this is the end of our Spring season, just as the weather is beginning to 
feel a little more like spring or just making the jump to summer.  This Spring saw just about 
every type of weather one could see in NE – snow, hail, high winds and lots of cold days and 
lots of rain, in addition we dealt with the greatest flooding in 25 years, however in LC fashion, 
you played through whatever was thrown at you, athletes and coaches rose to the challenges 
and persevered through less than ideal conditions to complete another impressive season for 
Loomis Chaffee Athletics this year. We all had to work together, sharing facilities, playing 
indoors, make compromises while keeping your focus on your team and training. Our teams did 
well, and you should all be proud. The Girls Lacrosse team captured their 5th straight FL 
Championship.  Girls Golf defended their title winning the Pippy O’Connor Tournament – which 
is Girls golfs equivalent to a NE Championship; The Boys Track team captured their 4th 
consecutive Founders League Championship and this past Saturday took a close second in the 
Div I NE Championship.   Each team improved each day and played hard right to the last game!  
You didn’t give up, you played with passion and enthusiasm, and I hope cherished your times 
together this season. 
 
At this time if I could ask the seniors to stand – A salute to you - out of 201 members of the 
class of 2019 - 151 of you have been awarded at least 1 Varsity letter and you have 
accumulated a total of 508 varsity letters. You have contributed to 8 NEPSAC Championships, 



35 Founders League Championships, Colonial, PKO, Shaler, Canterbury, Cuppola, PA Invitational 
championships, Pippy ‘O, ; 10 individual Founders League champions and 4 individual New 
England champions, Swim and Running Relay champions, All Americans,  and a host of great 
honors and individual accomplishments.  Quiet an Impressive class! As your Loomis career 
quickly draws to a close, take time to connect with your friends, teammates and coaches who 
have helped you grow, who you have shared tears in both victory and defeat, reflect on your 
experiences and find personal satisfaction in giving your best on behalf of your team and the 
school.  Loomis Chaffee congratulates all of you for all you have accomplished and for all that 
you have given to Loomis athletics over the years. We thank you for your years of service and 
leadership and I wish you the best as you pursue your passions in life.  Good Luck Class of 2019!  
Remember, you always have a home here on the Island. 
 
To the underclassmen - I hope you can reflect upon your experiences this past year and take 
away the lessons from the seniors and PG’s, Juniors I expect that you are ready to take on the 
challenge of leading LC athletics next year and beyond - Be your best self and teammate.  
 
At this time, I would like to recognize someone who has been an important face of Loomis 
Athletics for the past 38 years. She is best known for her time with the long-distance male 
runners, but she embodies all that is Loomis Chaffee athletics. As Ralph Waldo Emerson once 
said, “Every institution is the lengthened shadow of one man.” The “lengthened shadow of one 
person” concept certainly holds true when you examine competitive, successful and enduring 
programs. The key to that success usually comes down to an extraordinary leader. Coach Sally 
Knight has been an extraordinary coach and leader of Loomis Chaffee’s distance program for 38 
years. 
 
Starting immediately after graduating from Wesleyan University in 1981, she has coached the 
boys cross country team to 13 Founders League titles and 3 New England Championships. Her 
athletes have won 7 Division I New England cross country individual titles, and she has coached 
all of the runners who hold Loomis school records in cross country and in track's distance 
events. Many of her athletes have gone on to outstanding collegiate running careers, including 
three runners who became Division I All-Americans and many more who became Division III All-
Americans. 
 
She has amazing energy and gives 100 percent to whatever she is working on.  One of the 
special talents she brings to our runners is the love of the sport and her ability to coach and 
develop all levels of runners, from athletes who have never run before to the elite. She has 
been very successful in taking a somewhat individual sport and making it a team experience 
and training ground for LCXC boys during her tenure. Coach Knight is always there to celebrate 
individual improvement, to encourage and give positive feedback to all athletes in both 
programs. This April, she was honored with the Founders League Nadal Award for her 
commitment to "playing by the rules, accepting victory or defeat graciously, and by respecting 
all who assemble and participate."  
 



Tonight, we salute you for your time, love and passion that you have given Loomis Chaffee and 
wish you and your family the best as you retire from teaching and we are all the richer to have 
you with us coaching for another year.  Congratulations Coach Sally Knight. 
We are often so busy and playing at the same time, I hope you take this opportunity to enjoy 
the slide show of all of the teams and listen and enjoy the many memories our coaches will 
share with you about each team.  Go Pelicans. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Girls Varsity Tennis – Head Coach Lauren Williams 
 

Good evening! This past tennis season was an exciting one, ending on a high note as we swept 
Kent (positive thinking). First off, I’d like to thank our wonderful parents for all they did for the 
team this season. Their support at every game (home or away) was awesome, and no matter 
the circumstances they were always there when we needed them. *A special shout out to Mrs. 
Prete for her heroics, especially at Deerfield. Secondly, thank you to the Athletic department 
for all that they do, as well as for keeping our tennis courts immaculate, even though the 
weekly rain showers this Spring.  
 
Even with the frequent rain stalling our practices, this team made the most out of every single 
day. Whether they were working hard in the gym with Coach Kyle or Coach Mai, or practicing 
serves outside of practice time, they had a commitment to improvement. Although each player 
on this team had individual goals, they all had one in common- the team. They all really enjoyed 
the time they had together. From top to bottom, left to right, their focus was on being the best 
teammate possible, and that paid off, and fed into the successes we had on the court. Examples 
of these successes were Kendall Rice and Anya Sastry’s impressive doubles wins that saw ace 
after ace, and some powerful attacking play that made those two any net player’s worst 
nightmare; another one was the break out performances of THE Lana Sheng, who prevailed at 
the #2 singles spot- winning match after match with her infamous swinging volley. Another was 
the methodical, clinical, dance-move filled wins of Hannah Adler, who did not lose a single 
singles match this entire season. We also saw the steady consistency of junior Captain Bailey 
Prete, who played #1 singles and #1 doubles, employing a variety of shots- in particular the 
wicked spin serve that would catch every single opponent she faced. Bailey played with hustle 
and heart, never backing down from a challenge, and in the process was a wonderful leader this 
season. A large part of this success came from the senior class (Ashley Edwards, Meghan 
Hasenbalg, Sydney Anderson and Quincy Williams) who stepped up and led with grace and so 
much care for their teammates. On the court, these four were gritty and demonstrated the 
competitive spirit we aim to achieve. Ashley, who picked up Tennis this Spring was a 
phenomenal addition to our squad and contributed numerous wins on the singles and doubles 
court. Meghan, the sarcasm queen, didn’t lose a singles match in the months of April or May. 
These two made for a fierce doubles pairing and only lost one match together. Stats aside, 
these two were incredible leaders for the team and we’ll miss them immensely next year.  
 
This evening we’ll be presenting two Coaches’ Awards. First, to Quincy Williams.  
 
Quincy was aptly deemed the ‘spirit’ of the team. Always radiating positive energy, Quincy was 
unanimously named as a captain this year. Her ability to ‘reset’ or bounce back from a setback 
is incredible - she finds a way to re center herself, most of the time reminding herself to ‘focus 
on the basics’ and ‘relax’. A special mantra, especially in the game of tennis where the mental 
side of the game has arguably the greatest effect. Quincy’s leadership was powerful in its clarity 
and influential in its action- Quincy led with her kind personality and kept the team afloat when 
the pressure was mounting, reminding them to not sweat the small stuff and enjoy every 
moment as a team.  



 
The last award is to Sydney Anderson.  
 
Sydney earns this award for her perseverance, grit and exceptional leadership this season. On 
and off the court, Sydney is focused on the details and will stop at nothing until she gets 
something right. This goes for her tennis, too. Whether a game or a practice, Sydney pushes 
herself to hit the perfect shots, and this keen devotion has led her to find much success. Saying 
that, Sydney is a competitor and there wasn’t a single match where she wasn’t the last one on 
the court gritting it out to play her best and compete for the win. Her dogged determination is 
so truly unique to Sydney; she’s a go getter and will stop at nothing to achieve her goals. 
Sydney led by example in this way. Saying that, Sydney’s leadership of this team is 
characterized by her supportive and conscientious captainship. Always the voice of reason, 
Sydney’s grace and composure will be an example that this team holds onto for a long time to 
come.  
 
Thank you.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Boys Varsity Golf – Head Coach Jeff Scanlon 
 
Like all of the sports played this spring, golf is a game of numbers. We play either nine or 
eighteen holes in a match.  
 
For most matches six players compete, but only the five best scores are counted to determine 
the team totals. And like the runners on the Track team, golfers strive for a lower number. 
Holes are measured in yards. Putts are measured in feet. And, like it or not, a 300-yard drive 
counts the same as a three-foot putt. Each player carries 14 clubs. The better players know, 
with some degree of precision, how far they hit each of their irons and woods. If these numbers 
are off, even by a little, the number of strokes it takes to get the ball in the hole can quickly 
escalate. And as these numbers escalate, the number of losses for the team also escalate.  
The numbers for the boys’ 2019 golf team this spring were—Alas!—higher than we wanted. 
Except for our team record, which was 6-15-1. We also played in four tournaments: the 
Andover Tournament held each year the Newport Country Club (5th place finish out of 8 
teams), the Western New England Prep Golf Invitational at the beautiful Bull’s Bridge CC in 
South Kent, CT (11th place out of 17), the Founders League Championship at Farmington 
Woods CC (5th out of 9 teams, with a team score of 406; for five players, that’s an avg. per 
player score of 81.2), and the KIT (aka the New England Championship ( X place out of 23 
teams).    
 
Despite our lackluster record, we had some stellar individual moments. In our 10th event of the 
season, we played host Williston, Choate, and Kingswood at The Ledges. Because Mr. Lorenze 
had a tough time making it to the course on time, we had to play with just five players; thus, we 
would have to count everyone’s score. As the first four groups finished their rounds, the 
preliminary numbers looked tight and somewhat ominous for the Pelicans. We’d need our final 
player, sophomore Max Clemens, to post a low score. His lowest score in competition up to 
that point was a 42. The stars aligned themselves in Max’s favor. He shot a 34—two under par! 
We couldn’t bet K-O’s stellar team score of 188, but with our 200 we did top Choate’s 203 and 
Williston’s 210. 
 
In our final home match of the year against Wilbraham-Monson (last year’s NE Champs) and 
Pomfret, we had a chance to pick up at least one victory. Again, the first five threesomes were 
finished. Our team score at that point looked auspicious. With a natural amphitheater around 
the final green, the 15 players and 3 coaches watched the last group conclude their round. Jack 
Lorenze, our #6 man on this day, pulled his approach shot to the left of the green by about 25 
or 30 yards. He had to loft the ball over grassy gully, land his ball on a slight upslope and hope 
that it would then slowly makes its way downhill toward the cup. Degree of difficulty for this 
shot? I’d say about a 9 out 10.  With everyone watching, Jack pulls out a wedge, takes a couple 
of practice strokes, and lofts the ball up and over the gully and lands on a perfect—no THE 
perfect—spot. We all watched with bated breath as his ball slowly trundled toward the hole, 
broke right 2-3 feet and slowly died right in the cup. Bedlam ensued as EVERYONE cheered! And 
I mean everyone. It was a miraculous shot-of-a-life time! Jack’s birdie was not necessary for our 



two victories, but it did bring our team score to 199, our lowest and most gratifying number of 
the season! 
 
I have two awards to give out at this time. First, we have an MVP award that goes to the player 
with the lowest scoring average for the season. In a bit of a runaway, our #1 player all year, 
junior Jack Livingstone, with an impressive nine-hole average of 39.6, is our MVP. Congrats to 
this excellent golfer and even finer gentleman.    
 
I also have a Coach’s Award that goes to the player(s) who embody a host of terrific traits: 
devotion to the game and team, commitment to sportsmanship, willingness to listen to and 
share advice, consistent play throughout the season, and a genuine love of this amazing (and, 
yes, sometimes frustrating) game. The 2019 Coach’s Award goes to two seniors, the co-
captains, and roommates and dear friends and truly fantastic young men: Tarquin Hanson and 
Reilly Connors. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Girls Varsity Track & Field – Head Coach Lilian Hutchinson 
 

Buenas Noches a todos! Legendary Track and field coach Bill Bowerman was known for saying 
to his athletes that “There is no such thing as bad weather, just soft people.” While true back 
then for one of USAs great distance runner, Steve Prefontaine, this season we too could adopt 
that quote as it speaks to the spring of our Loomis Chaffee athletes.  
 
While we had, what I call, “our quintessential growing pains”, this small team, when measured 
against the “big three of Andover, Exeter and St. Paul’s”, did everything a school, a program and 
a coach could ask, THEY GREW!  They called themselves a dysfunctional family, but I have to say 
that their idiosyncrasies are what makes them effective. They are more put together, more 
thoughtful, more inquisitive and yes, more athletic than most adults in our society. With every 
race, jumps or throw, they were eager to gain ground, to honour the work that had been done 
during the week and ultimately, pen their individual name in the annals of Loomis Chaffee Track 
lore. They mentored each other and saw each other improve day in and day out. They realized 
that while track and field is hard in the beginning, that they must be challenged and yes, at 
times, be rattled, with the idea that beating the opponent is not always the goal. Throughout 
the season, these young ladies learned that eventually you need to learn that the competition 
is against the little voice inside your head; that little voice that wants you to quit, that is begging 
you to quit! This lesson learned will take them well beyond the Wilde Track and we hope that 
as young women, they will use these lessons to cement their contributions into the grater 
society.       
 
From the youngest of freshmen to the eldest of seniors, these young ladies demonstrated their 
strong leadership on and off the track.  While not the storybook ending that they had dreamed, 
they finished 5-3; the team reached both major season goals, “to be in the top three at 
Founders and to be in the top 5 in New England”. This may not seem impressive to some, but 
let me try to quantify just how notable it is: out of 35 members only 8 are seniors, great news 
for the future of the program; this team earned 18 top 6 placements at the Founders League 
Championship including three individual champions: senior Marleigh Giliberto in the 800m, 
junior Amaia Ince in the 200m, and junior Abby Cannon in the discus; and were Champions in 
both the 4x100m and the 4x400m Relays. By NEPSTA, the Championship of the New England 
Prep School Track and Field Association, these young women had better their individual NE 
seeds 19 times, they match their seed twice, they had three Season’s Best and more 
impressively, they battled for 11 PRs, 1 relay completion with new personnel in the 4x100m and 
1 Triple Crown,  which is a facility, school and NEPSTA record breaking effort, which is very 
elusive in our sports as it only lines-up every 8 years. Congratulations to all, as none of this 
would have been possible without the support and dedication of each individual athlete.  
Before I ask our award winners to step forward we would like to thank our seniors (Navreet 
Kaur, Jessica Scott, Phoebe Plunkett, Avery Rebello, Nina Gildor, Maia Paige, Tiara Lewis-Falloon 
and Marleigh Giliberto) whose strong will, fortitude, perseverance and commitment to this 
team set the standard for many years to come. A special shout out to our sophomore manager 
Simone Moales who was integral in the daily operations during meets, managing our twitter 
and video, it is not easy work trying to cover 17 events. Many thanks to the entire Track and 



Field coaching staff and athletic staff: Coaches Purdy, Cantrell, Bartlett, Tucker and Tyo as well 
as Sue Cabot, Vicky Scanlon, Don MacGillivray, Jean Sapula, Adrian Stewart as well as Mark 
Moynihan and Craig Lamenzo, ALL showed the necessary invaluable guidance, patience and 
commitment to excellence allowing this year to run smoothly. I cannot tell you how much it 
was appreciated. Finally, thanks to all the Loomis community, parents, spectators and helpers, 
who made this season a success. 
 
I would now like the ask the following individuals to take a step forward: Junior Amaia Ince, 
Senior Tiara Lewis-Falloon, and Senior Marleigh Giliberto. 
 
This year we award three Coaches Award. This award is one of the most important awards we 
can bestow upon an athlete. It is given to the athlete (or athletes) who has gone above and 
beyond the expectations set before them.  This year, we honour these three young ladies who 
infused the team with their selfless spirit and their grit.  
 
Quiet and unassuming by nature, Amaia possesses an inner strength and determination that is 
just beginning to peek through. Her modesty and humble nature makes her a secret weapon on 
the track and in the jumps. One of our lead scorers all season Amaia earned an impressive 62 
points. We are so pleased that she will return next year for one final season. 
 
Tiara understands that a true leader is there for her team wherever they may be. 
Unpretentious and always her best self, Tiara never let the fanfare or naysayers interfere with 
the goals she had for her team. She never let the doubt or even the accomplishments get in her 
head but understood the value of humility and resetting goals in- order to reach for even 
higher, more elusive ones. She has represented Loomis Chaffee at the Penn relays as a member 
of both relays since her freshman year, an astounding feat as most athletes simply dream of 
doing it at least once. Thank you, Tiara and good luck, at Lehigh University. 
 
Marleigh is perhaps the perfect teammate: encouraging, hardworking and selfless. Watching at 
her train one would never know that Track was completely new to her. Throughout her career 
on the track Marleigh has run every single sprint from the 100m to the 800m, yes, that is 
actually a sprint in our sport. Last year she broke a 24-year-old record once held by one of the 
most impressive distance runners that has even been a part of the Loomis Chaffee Girls Track 
Team. This year, Marleigh return to Wilde track hungry to repeat her efforts and hoped to 
garner the elusive NEPSTA title. This past Saturday, she did just that by earning a “triple crown”- 
which is a school, NEPSTA and facility record breaking effort. She too has represented Loomis at 
the Penn Relays for the past three years and thus has achieve more than most track athletes 
hope to in a life time. Thank you, Marleigh and good luck, at Tuft University. 
 
Thank you, ladies, for your unending commitment to the Loomis Chaffee Track and Field 
program rest assured that you have represented your alma mater, your team and your coach’s 
well! 
 
 



Girls Varsity Water Polo – Head Coach Ed Pond 
 

Coming off of 2017 and 2018 seasons spent introducing and acquainting young, inexperienced 
athletes with the fundamental skills and understanding of a new sport, this spring featured a 
majority of girls returning to the pool ready to embrace the opportunity to take Loomis Chaffee 
water polo to the next level.  The focus on fundamentals remained, but this season there was 
an improved commitment in our practicing and that thoughtful, diligent work translated into 
competitive game performances. The team was more confident, and our play featured higher 
intensity and better communication. Two weeks into the campaign the girls eclipsed last year’s 
win total and at the end of the season the team posted a 7-10 record including four tightly 
contested losses against tournament bound opponents. What was most exciting about this 
team’s play was the multi-faceted offensive attack that was featured in our best games.  We 
didn’t have a “super-star” player but the girls figured out how to work together, they learned to 
trust each other and themselves; it was common for six or seven different teammates to chip in 
goals and assists on the way to a victory.  Coach Bucceri and I are excited about the team’s 
trajectory and look forward to more fun and growth in 2020. 
 
Speaking of Coach Bucceri, I want to offer Liz a big thank you and extend that sentiment to the 
team’s three managers: Michael Paolella, Ben Laidlaw and Kai Sheng Tham. Most of the team 
was returning athletes, but we had a very big and enthusiastic group of new girls join the 
program. Liz and the managers were essential to making sure everyone got the attention they 
needed to stay engaged and improving each day at practice.  While I was on the deck directing 
traffic, they were in the water – catching and throwing, tutoring and scrimmaging – it just 
wouldn’t have been possible without them.  Liz, I know that three seasons down at the pool 
involves more chlorine exposure than you would like, but you are a wonderful coach and 
colleague – so I hope very much that you’ll be back with both water polo teams next year!  
 
Before recognizing our award winners I want to offer a few quick reflections. Junior captain 
Neala Sweeney came out of terrific cross country and swimming seasons ready to push herself 
and her opponents up and down the pool.  No one else was close to Neala for total mileage 
logged during out games and she made a big impact scoring goals, grabbing steals and putting 
Loomis on the power play.  We can’t wait to see what Neala can do next spring.  Senior goalies 
Kiki Szemraj and Sage MacClintic were spirited teammates and great competitors.  Lacrosse 
goalie might be the craziest position in sport, but at least they get some protective gear to 
wear.  Day in and day out, these two happily stood up to point blank shots of a hard and pretty 
heavy ball.  Together they limited our opponents to just nine goals per game and were a big 
reason for the team’s improved performance.  We will miss this dynamic duo’s enthusiasm and 
strong play! 
 
Awards 
 
The Pelican Award recognizes a senior who has made a positive impact on both the swimming 
and water polo teams.  This year’s recipient is Faith Donegan. As a captain, Faith embraced the 
opportunity to welcome new girls to both programs and to lead with a positive example during 



practices and competitions. A talented sprinter, Faith was an integral member of important 
relay teams and she scored points in her individual events at both Founders and New England 
swimming championship meets.  This spring Faith emerged as a potent scoring threat from the 
left wing and a determined defender.  She was our third leading scorer, and second in steals 
and power plays earned.  We are thankful for Faith’s spirited play, good humor and friendship. 
 
In her second year on the team, Georgia Kraus earns a Coach’s Award.  Simply put, Georgia is a 
wonderful teammate and a fierce competitor.  She arrived to practice every afternoon with a 
smile, ready to playing hard and have fun.  Playing Hard = Fun might well be Georgia’s mantra.  
Our leading scorer this spring and Georgia also scored many of our most important goals – four 
against Suffield in an overtime win, four against a very good Exeter team, two of four goals in a 
defensive battle with Choate.  Georgia wanted the ball in the offensive zone and she was crafty 
and efficient at getting shots to the back of the net.  We are so glad that Georgia joined us and 
hope that she had as much fun with the experience as we did working with her. 
 
Captain Carter Hutchinson earns a Coach’s Award this spring for her fearless play, thoughtful 
leadership and wonderfully positive attitude.  Carter once again grounded the defense and 
organized the offense from her “center back” position.  She regularly matched up against our 
opponents strong players and Carter outplayed most them.  She led the team with 66 steals 
and 19 assists, Carter was named to the All New England team by the league’s coaches.  
Perhaps most importantly, Carter’s enthusiasm over the past four years has attracted new 
teammates to the sport and ensured they had a positive experience.  We are thankful for all of 
Carter’s contributions and wish her all the best in her future endeavors. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Don Joffray & 3 Sport Female Athlete Award – Athletic Director Sue Cabot 
 

The Donald Joffray Award and the Three Sport Female Athlete award are presented annually to 
the senior athletes in the graduating class in recognition of outstanding achievement in 3 
Varsity sports elected by their fellow varsity athletes. This year there are 3 recipients: Jaden 
Rismay, Georgia Kraus and Maddie Corsetti.  All of you have done so much for Loomis Chaffee 
athletics, your coaches and teammates. When I asked your coaches to reflect back on their time 
with you nothing but the highest of praise comes back.  You have learned to be humble with 
your successes, as well as being gracious in defeat. You’ve led others through your determined 
play, selfless contributions to team, and willingness to represent your school to the highest 
degree possible.  At the same time, you have made the younger players feel like they belong 
helping to give them the confidence to flourish. 
 
Don Joffray was a math teacher here for 49 years and he too was a tremendous athlete. He too 
was humble, and few knew he was an Olympic Kayaker. Like Mr. Joffray, you three represent 
the best of sports; you play for the love of the game, and you make those around you better.  
Collectively you have contributed in 9 different sports and have made significant contributions 
to our athletic program competing collectively. Your leadership as captains has helped make 
this years athletics program so successful. You leave Loomis a legacy of excellence in your wake. 
Thank you for representing Loomis Chaffee with great spirit and grace.  Congratulations and 
best of luck to you in your years ahead. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Boys Varsity Tennis – Head Coach Jed Stuart 
 

If anyone looked at our record of Wins and Losses they would quickly determine that it was 
unsuccessful season. However, I would argue quite the opposite. If you looked at where we 
started the season and where we ended you would have a hard time recognizing the team. It 
took us a few matches before we won a doubles match and by the end of the season our 
doubles teams were competing and winning matches against our toughest opponents. Luke 
Struthers and Ting yo Tan crushed a Salisbury doubles team 8-1 in our recent SNETL 
tournament after we lost to them a few weeks earlier.  
 
Early on in the season we played quite a few super tie breakers (in place of the third set) and 
were not able to break through. By the end of the season we were tougher and winning the 
close matches. Langston Woody knocked off the #1 seed in the SNETL tournament from 
Hotchkiss and followed that up with a 12-10 super tie breaker win against Taft, avenging a loss 
from earlier in the year. As a freshman, Gavin Anderson began the year at #3 singles and posted 
a strong record in that position. We moved him up to #2 and he transitioned seamlessly 
competing and winning many close matches. Mann Pandya moved up from #6 last year to 
playing 2 and 3 this year. Mann is a competitor and always found ways to stay in matches. He 
was also the champion at many of our favorite games, especially TTF. John O’Brien was our 
captain this year and his improvement from last year to this year was nothing short of 
remarkable. John battled through an arm injury all year and despite being in obvious pain, 
never complained and when he couldn’t be on the court was always supporting his teammates. 
He was also the fastest on our team and this showed on the court the way he track every ball 
down. Liam Scott is our longest tenured member of the team having been on varsity for three 
years. All year Liam was consistent, we could always count on him to have a steady 
performance. Last week against Hopkins was his swan song. He played a very talented player 
and after dropping the first set made an impressive comeback winning the second set and was 
just edged out in a tie breaker.  
 
As a ninth grader, Ting Yo Tan moved his way up the ladder during the season and came up 
with some big wins towards the end of the season. He never gets rattled and his teammates call 
him mr accuracy with the ability to place the ball on a dime. Without question the most 
improved player from last year is Julian Hernandez. If there was not snow or rain on the courts, 
Julian was out practicing, and it certainly paid off. Julian moved his way all the way up to #5 and 
6 this year winning a bunch of key matches for us. He is incredibly quick and consistent. I cant 
wait to see his growth the next year. Luke Struthers was our doubles specialist. He plays 
aggressively at the net and with tremendous energy, always picking up his partner. Lots of fun 
to watch him play doubles and we look forward to seeing lots more of that in the future. Jimmy 
Shen dealt with a shoulder injury mid season but was just starting to get back into form as the 
season was ending. Jimmy has some of the nicest strokes on the team, including the only one 
handed backhand (like Roger Federer) and as a ninth grader we are looking forward to seeing 
that for many years.  
 



Unfortunately, a foot injury ended David Parks season early and the team missed his positive 
energy and smile in the second half of the season. Another guy with pretty strokes that we 
hope is fully healthy for next season.  Our goal was to get better each day and we achieved that 
and then some. We did have 3 freshmen and 3 sophomores on the team so the future is bright!  
While I am pleased with our improvement on the court, I am most proud of the character of 
this team. If anyone has ever been part of a losing season, it can be hard to stay motivated. This 
team showed up every day with a smile, ready to work and get better. They were able to turn 
the page after a tough loss and look forward.  
 
A lot of the credit for this goes to our senior leadership. If you know Liam Scott he is one of the 
happiest individuals and always has a good attitude. This rubbed off on the rest of the team. I 
also think Liams example as a student athlete was contagious. We were all in awe of how Liam 
juggled being a varsity athlete, editor of the log, and completed a senior project last night that I 
hear was impressive, and im sure much more that I am forgetting. We will miss Liam dearly 
next season!  
 
Our captain John Obrien was a role model for everyone. When we voted for captains John 
received a vote from everyone on the team, a testament to how well respected he is amongst 
his teammates. I cannot recall this happening before in my 11 years of coaching tennis. John 
welcomes hard work and is a tough competitor, and always put the team first. In the middle of 
the season, I had to miss a few matches and practices due to the birth of our third child, Grady. 
Because of Johns leadership, the team never missed a beat. He was like a second coach out 
there. In fact, the first match that I missed we had our first win of the season. Because of the 
impact John has had on the program I am pleased to award him with the coach’s award as our 
most valuable player.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Softball – Head Coach Betsy Conger 
 

This was another building year for the Softball team and, thankfully, another year of teammates 
making significant connections and supporting each other no matter what.  The leadership from 
the captains, Katie Begley, Emma Kane and Clare Wibiralske helped to set the stage and the rest 
of the team followed as they learned how to work together as a team. Some were learning this 
complicated game for the first time and others were working to hone their skills. While we wish 
that our overall record had been better, we are pleased with the progress we made and are 
looking forward to next spring's season! Many, many thanks to all of the parents who have 
been such loyal fans and to everyone in the athletic department who have been so supportive 
this season! 
 
Before I announce the awards, I would like to give a shout out to Clare Wibiralske who is a 
junior captain and our starting pitcher; Clare LOVES softball and plays with an intensity that is 
admirable.  
 
This season, she had a 0.548 batting average with 5 extra base hits - one of which was an over 
the fence homerun!  
 
Clare's determination on the mound and her work at the plate deserves our recognition! 
 
Our first award tonight goes to our Rookie of the Year: Karishma Lawrence. From the minute 
Karishma stepped onto the field, it was clear that she was going to have an impact on this team. 
Her knowledge of the game, talent in the infield and clear passion for softball put her into a 
starting position right away. Karishma gives 100% in both practices and games and is always 
looking to get better. She played a mean shortstop in the field and, at the plate, had a 0.405 BA 
with 7 stolen bases on the season. Lastly, Karishma went in as a relief pitcher several times and 
started on the mound for us against Suffield when Clare was out. Karishma always stepped up 
when we needed her to; so, for her selfless play and her clear softball talent, she has earned 
this rookie of the year award. 
 
Our 2nd award goes to our most improved player this season.  
 
This award really draws on the work that this player has put into the program over the last two 
years. Natalie Halsey joined the team last spring having never played the game before and her 
passion for Softball developed quickly. Natalie is one of the hardest workers on the team and 
she is consistently focused and determined. She loves working with her teammates, whether it 
is learning a new skill, improving her throw or cheering them on during tough times. It doesn't 
matter to Natalie whether she is in the game or not...her dedication to her teammates is 
unwavering. Natalie’s improvement over the course of these two seasons has been impressive 
and I know that her teammates join me in congratulating her!  
 
We have two Coaches Awards to give tonight, which go our two four-year seniors who have 
done so much to help build our program during some challenging years.  



 
 
 
Katie Begley is being honored with this award for 4 years of dedication to her softball team and 
for being an inspirational player and captain for her teammates this year. Katie is a fierce 
competitor and came out on top of her game this spring, after being sidelined last season with 
an injury. At third base, Katie simply got it done, with very few errors over the course of the 
season; at the plate, Katie had a .321 batting average and a 0.345 on base percentage. Katie's 
ability to be so aggressive on the field, and at the same time so kind to and supportive of her 
fellow players makes her the perfect teammate; everyone should get the opportunity to play a 
sport with Katie Begley!  
Thank you, Katie! 
 
Our 2nd Coaches Award goes to Emma Kane.  Emma's love for and knowledge of the game of 
softball has been invaluable over the years, and her strong presence in the infield this year has 
made a huge difference for us. Emma took charge in every inning; she consistently supported 
her pitchers and always communicated with her teammates, reminding them of the situation 
before every pitch. In addition, she was always in position to back up every play she possibly 
could and saved us several runs over the course of the season. At the plate, Emma hit in the #4 
spot all season; she had a BA of 0.412 and 9 RBIs for the season. Emma has earned our utmost 
respect over the course of 4 years and we thank her for all she has done for this team!  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Baseball – Head Coach Donnie McKillop 
 

First off, thank you to all who supported our baseball program this year. Thank you to Sue 
Cabot, Vicky Scanlon, Mark Moynihan, Craig Lamenzo, and Mike Monti for helping with the 
behind the scenes things that allow our program to run. Thank you to John Cunningham for his 
continued support of our website information and layout and to Keller Glass for helping make 
an awesome video about our program for the site. Thank you to my wife for supporting my 
career and passion for baseball and so graciously including our family in the program. Thank 
you to my assistant coaches Cam Belliveau and Mat DeNunzio for your hard work and 
dedication to the boys and to our program. Thank you to our JV coaches who continue to work 
passionately with the young bucks that are developing under your guidance. Thank you to our 
parents for making us one of the best fed teams in New England after every game. Thank you to 
the boys who stand beside me for all of your effort and energies you gave to this team. 
 
As for this season, I am proud of the team we became. When school started in the fall our team 
on paper was very new. Not new to baseball, but a lot of new to Loomis. This is one of the 
biggest rosters we have had in the program and that certainly proved to be helpful as we were 
plagued by injury this spring. The very first game we played in Florida during spring break we 
lost a teammate to a season ending injury and that proved to be a hurdle we would face a few 
times this season. Our team was always ready to have the next man step up and run with an 
opportunity. I’m not sure we rolled out the same lineup in more than two consecutive games all 
year. The most useful learning opportunities came when we had to fight through that adversity. 
Every single pitch and little detail matters so much in the game of baseball and we learned that 
the hard way in some of our games in the middle of our season. Many different players had to 
take on roles on our team that may not have been what they imagined in the preseason.  
 
Although I have been fortunate enough to speak up here after winning championships the past 
two seasons, this season was certainly not a failure or disappointment. This was a year that our 
boys had the opportunity to battle and learn about the process. We had a few tough practices 
and some tough games that were speed bumps along the way, but I think our boys came 
together and learned how to battle for each other and have fun together working to improve 
our team chemistry and that often improved our performance. We had to learn how to take 
care of details in practice and approach in games. This group of young men proved to be 
resilient and extremely coachable. I know they are now equipped to face adversity and critically 
think about circumstances that face them, figure out the controllables, and come up with a 
solid approach to give them the best chance to succeed. I hope in those situations in life they 
know if there are 0 strikes or 2 strikes, either way they will have a killer mentality. For those of 
you returning, the lessons we learned from this year will help carry our process next year. For 
those graduating, the lessons will carry on with you. I wish you the best of luck in your future 
pursuits and you know myself and the rest of Loomis baseball will follow you onward- reach out 
if you need anything! 
 
Now for the awards. We have 2 coaches awards this year. Our coaches award is named after 
Chick Sellers, Loomis’ first head baseball coach who the ball field and admissions office are both 



named after. The players on our team know about his high character and the legend of his 
coaching and teaching days here at Loomis. The two guys that embody the spirit of Chick Sellers 
the most on our team this year are Kevin Cody and Tylon Crump. 
 
Kevin is a teammate that anyone would be lucky to have. Whether Kevin was in our starting 
lineup or not, he was one of the hardest working guys at practice day in and day out. He always 
stuck around to get extra bp, extra ground balls, and to be the last guy off the field to make 
sure the tarps were on and all the equipment was up. Kevin was the ultimate team guy for 
Loomis baseball. He showed up on gamedays with whatever role was his that day and he 
owned it. Kevin also had some timely hits this year, most notably the single to keep us alive 
against Hotchkiss where he then scored to force the game into extra innings. We were lucky to 
have you Kevin, you made Loomis baseball better every day and we will miss you next year.  
 
Tylon, boy have you grown up in your three years here that I’ve had the opportunity to coach 
you. You were the heartbeat of our team this year. After our first game of the year ended in a 
defeat, Tylon could sense that our team needed a little spark before our first league game so he 
coordinated team haircuts with his barber. The boys rallied behind Tylon’s leadership and beat 
the heck out of TP that day. Tylon had his year cut short due to injury, yet was still at every 
single team practice or game after that moment. This was a team he would not quit on. Tylon 
was able to take some batting practice swings on a leg and a half yesterday and actually belted 
a ball clear over the fence on sellers to end his career here. Tylon is a compassionate young 
man that cares deeply for those around him and he was the lifeblood of our locker room. If you 
have ever had the chance to share a locker room with T, you are a lucky teammate. Tylon you 
also made Loomis baseball better and we will miss you next year, good luck at Amherst!  
 
Now for the team MVP. There are certainly many players that made a huge impact on our team 
in a variety of ways. The guy that was the spark of our offense every day and was also an 
unbelievable asset defensively was Tommy Costello. If you go back and read our recaps they 
usually start with: Costello found his way on base, stole second, often stole 3rd, and scored. We 
were usually up 1-0 and Tommy had 26 stolen bases in 16 games heading into Taft. To put that 
in perspective, the next highest on our team is 8. Tommy scored 24 of our 114 runs as a team 
this season. Not to mention the crazy catches or relentless pursuit of the baseball Tommy has in 
left field. Tommy has some serious range and also has a fiery hatred of holding the baseball. In 
the New England Baseball Journal, they quoted me as saying he plays left field like a Labrador 
retriever. Tommy flat out flies, and our pitchers are lucky to have him playing behind them. 
Congratulations Tommy on an outstanding year. Really excited to see your hard work this 
summer payoff and to having you for 1 more year here with Loomis baseball. 
I now offer one last thank you to you boys for your efforts and a congratulations to you for 
completing a season of hard work and much joy!  
 
 
 
 
 



Boys Varsity Lacrosse – Head Coach Bill Lee 
 

The dedication and commitment has always been there for a lot of these players who saw 
difficult seasons in 2017 and 2018. Seasons with good teams but losing records. It’s easy to get 
stuck in that kind of pattern. But 2019? This year was different. There was a heightened sense 
of enthusiasm and drive to get better. It was obvious to most as you walked or drove by the 
football turf in the dead of winter. There they were. Under the lights in 30-degree 
temperatures, day after day. A dozen or so boys playing pickup lacrosse against each other.   
 
Our mantra since we stepped onto campus in the fall was “Work, Believe, Win.” Hard work in 
any type of success is a necessary component, but actually believing you can win can be a leap 
of faith. These boys took that leap. The Loomis Lacrosse program has had some lean years over 
the last decade, but the 2019 team – with some old and new additions to it -- decided it was 
time for a change.  With a 12-8 record this year, it was the first time since 2006 since a lacrosse 
team at Loomis won so many games. There were tough times this year too, no doubt, but I 
credit these guys for sticking together during the good and bad times. That’s what good teams 
do. Gentlemen, thank you for your commitment to the lacrosse program here at Loomis.  I am 
confident that this year’s team has set the tone for many years to come.   
 
Coaches Award: Sam Tomson 
 
We have two coaches awards this year. This first one goes to a three-year senior whose 
commitment to Loomis Lacrosse and lacrosse itself never wavered. Sam is one of the hardest 
workers, one of the most passionate players I have had the pleasure of coaching. He loves the 
sport. He was one of our important leaders this year, always trying to be the voice of reason 
and support. He’s had a great lacrosse career for us here, and we wish him the best at Marist 
College next year. Sam Tomson. 
 
Coaches Award: Gus Mazzocca 
 
The second coaches award goes to another three-year senior, another leader for our team this 
year. Each year this young man’s skills have become better and better.  Athletically, he is like a 
water bug -- quick, shifty and hard to catch.  Each year, his dodging, his shooting, and his 
lacrosse IQ has gotten stronger and stronger – a result of his continued dedication and work 
ethic toward the sport. Also, he has been very coachable, probably because overall, he is just a 
fantastic young man. We are excited to follow his career at Connecticut College next year. Gus 
Mazzocca. 
 
Most Improved Award: Ryan Armstrong 
 
The most improved award this year goes to a young man who was playing junior varsity 
lacrosse last year and then this year was covering some of the best offensive players in the 
country. Without his knowledge, we decided to have him cover the top attackman in the 
league, a young man from Salisbury going to play at Virginia in the future. A HUGE step for any 



player. Unthinkable really.  Ryan was more than up to the task. How does something like this 
happen? From JV to playing against the best? Well, for one, Ryan is a gifted athlete who 
impressed the coaching staff when he got into games.  You can say he made an impression.   
Also, he is pretty smart for what I’m told.  And then it helps that he is a sponge for information 
and extremely coachable. He wants to get better. More than anything, he just goes out on the 
field and does his job. Humble when he does well and turns the page when he makes a mistake.  
We are excited to have him back for one more year. The Most Improved Award goes to Ryan 
Armstrong.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Girls Varsity Lacrosse – Head Coach Julie Wadland 
 

Individually and collectively, the 2019 team embodied those Loomis ideals we hope you, as 
students, learn to live and give meaning to by the time you leave The Island: cultivating your 
‘best self’ for ‘the common good’. All season long, we asked each team member to embrace 
different roles in order to best push the team forward toward our common goals. From junior 
Chloe Behringer embodying a ‘whatever it takes’ attitude in switching from defense to attack 
three quarters of the way through the season, to senior Jacqueline Cleary’s leadership in an 
entirely new and unfamiliar defensive system – there could be anecdotes for all 20 members of 
the 2019 Loomis Varsity Lacrosse Team. Finishing with a 12-4 record and a fifth straight 
Founder’s League title, the 2019 team consistently competed hard, together, while having fun 
along the way. The Class of 2019 leaves an outstanding legacy of pride, tradition, and love. Over 
the course of four years, the senior class had overall record of 51-13 with four consecutive 
Founders League titles. Even more impressive is the team’s 5.44 GAA average in 2019 – an 
incredible statistic as far as the sport of lacrosse goes, and a testament to the team’s ability to 
execute, together, and rise to the occasion, for each other.  
  
Before announcing our end-of-season awards, we believe any individual award is a reflection of 
both an individual’s dedication and the support of an individual’s ‘tribe’ – their teammates, 
their families, friends, and teachers.  
  
This season’s Unsung Hero was described by her teammates as follows: “This year Maddie 
stepped up and filled the shoes that needed to be filled. She runs an entire game without 
complaint and always gives her all. She never backs down, she is always positive, and she leads 
by example. She is such a rock for our team.” Maddie Corsetti ‘19 
  
For our Coaches Award, described by her teammates: “In the beginning of the season, she 
didn’t get as many minutes on the field, but she always kept a positive attitude. Then when the 
team really needed her, Taylor stepped up and did an amazing job playing midfield – and goalie. 
During games she works extremely hard and always fights for 50/50 balls. She has made such 
an impact on the team that doesn’t go unnoticed.” Taylor Guarino ‘21 
  
Our Co-Most Valuable Players, from their teammates:  
  
“Jenna gives 100% all of the time. She has a major presence on the field wherever she goes, and 
she never fails to grow every season. She is an amazing player in all aspects of the game, but 
more importantly she always gives it her all and consistently tries to support her teammates.” 
Jenna Donohue ‘20 
  
“She works incredibly hard in practices and games. She pushes others on the team to be their 
best selves and to maintain a high intensity of play. She’s always encouraging others and lifting 
them up without needing praise or recognition. Abby was a major part of the glue that held the 
team together this year. She was never flashy in her play (although she has the skill to be), and 
she always strived to do everything she could so her teammates would succeed. Not only does 



she make insane plays, but she also constantly helps her teammates on the field. She is always 
a part of every play, even if the ball isn’t near her.” Abby Kuhns ‘19 
  
Last but most certainly not least – our Dark Horse, as praised by her teammates: “Char is 
always there when you need her to be. Her role on the team is vital and not easy. From staying 
upbeat and positive to running around in the backer, she does all the small things to make our 
team what it is. Her willingness to step up and be the backer is inspiring and she was an 
incredible contributor to our team’s success this year. Her play can’t be measured in numbers, 
but she is a key to our team. We all have known how strong Char’s character and attitude have 
been, but this year we learned she is a really strong leader on the field. She is the backbone of 
our defense” Charlotte Fanning ‘19 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Boys Varsity Track & Field – Head Coach Scott Purdy 
 

This is a team that chased perfection. They went undefeated in the regular season, then beat 
everyone at the Founders Championships; still, they came into the New England Championships 
seeded 3rd, as that meet relies on “stars” – even though 12 teams comprise the meet, only the 
top 6 individuals in each event score team points; you need to be a star to score team points.  
 
We had been a team that relied on depth to win. We used lesser-known athletes to beat 
Choate in a dual meet, to squeak by Hotchkiss in a tri meet, to best NMH and Andover in a 
twilight quad meet. Depth wasn’t going to work at the New England Championships, however. 
We needed excellence, we needed perfection. We were seeded 17 points behind the leader. 
 
In the end, we were near perfect. The “plug and play” 4x100 team jumped from the #8 seed to 
take 4th place and valuable points. Kamren Watkins-Hunter jumped from #13 seed to 5th place 
in the 100 to take valuable points. Connor Mesite improved from the #15 seed to earn 5th place 
in the discus, taking valuable points. Additionally, our stars performed well. Matt Farrell 
defended his title in the 3000 and set the Loomis school record in the 1500 while grabbing 
valuable points there as well. Alejandro Rincon was easily the best freshmen or sophomore 
distance runner on the track, earning 7 points in setting 2 prs. Captain Adam Jannetti pr-ed in 
the triple jump to take 3rd place in an extremely competitive field, and also took 4th in the high 
jump. Captain Jaden Rismay ran sub-2 in the 800, quite a feat for high school runners, and he 
and the 4x400 scored points after being seeded to score nothing. Captain Tyler Delgado was all 
over the place, winning the shot put in a PR, taking 4th place in the long jump, and defending his 
title in the javelin by throwing a PR there as well.  
 
In the end, we finished with 82 points, 14 points higher than our expected score, the only team 
to add 10+ on the day.  We also finished second, just 2 points behind the winner. We had 14 
stars score for us at the meet, the winning team had just 7. We? We were a team.   
Most Valuable Player – Tyler Delgado 
 
Tyler led in every way this year, vocally as a captain, physically as an athlete. His 128 points 
scored this season is the most since David Nightingale scored 131 in 2004; yes, that is the same 
David Nightingale who went on to be a three-time Division I college All American. Tyler broke 
his own school record in the javelin this year, going undefeated in the event over the past two 
years. He also won Founders and NE titles in the shot put. Additionally, he made me question 
my coaching and talent-scouting abilities after I laughed at him when he suggested mid-year 
that he try the long jump. He pushed through my laughter to win the long jump at the Founders 
Championships while I looked in the parking lot for my dignity. Tyler was a great athlete, and 
great role model this year. He looked out for his teammates, he pushed himself, and he made 
us the team we became.  
 
Outstanding Individual Performance – Matt Farrell 
 



Matt earns this award for his elite-level excellence in the distance events. Matt won the 3000 at 
the New England Championships, defending his title there. He also set the school record, and 
then broke his own record, in the 1500 this year. He also traveled to a meet in California where 
he broke the Loomis 3200-meter record. Matt is an athlete extremely dedicated to his craft, 
and it would not be exaggeration to say that his excellence has raised not just the level of the 
Loomis distance running squad, but the entire prep school world right now as opposing athletes 
have had to work harder to keep up. Matt has made running sub 4 minutes in the 1500 (the 
equivalent of a 4:16 mile), and sub 9 minutes in the 3000 mandatory for the top runners in New 
England. We are excited that he has one more year to push himself and to make us a better 
team as he takes on the mantle of captain next year. Congratulations, Matt. 
 
Coaches Awards – Jaden Rismay and Seth Robertson 
 
Seth Robertson brought a competitiveness to the team that I would not say was lacking, but 
that we didn’t know we needed. Yes, Seth wanted to win his own events, and he finished top 4 
in both hurdle races at the New Englands, and he is the Founders Champion in the intermediate 
hurdles, but a story maybe tells you more why he gets this award. Last week, after practice, 
Seth asked to see the individual seedings for the New Englands again, but not because he forgot 
the guys in his hurdle races, but because he wanted to see what Matt Farrell was going to face 
in the distance events. Seth and Matt are not even in the same event group, but Seth wanted 
the team to win so badly that he was checking out every angle. Because of his competitiveness, 
because of his excellence in performance, because of his drive for team success, the coaches 
honor Seth with this award.  
 
Jaden Rismay, like Seth, excelled as an athlete. Jaden this spring joined an elite group of Loomis 
alums who have run under 2 minutes in the half mile, a time bested by 9 Loomis athletes in the 
past 20 years, all of whom were either Founders League Champions or who scored at the New 
Englands. Jaden, unfortunately, is the exception, for he ran in 2019, a year of incredible 
distance running depth, and he finished 7th at the New England’s, just outside of the scoring 
places. But I tell this story not because I want you to focus on the fact Jaden didn’t score in the 
800 at New England’s, but because I am almost certain Jaden doesn’t know his sub-2 time in 
almost every other year would have score. Jaden isn’t like that. At the meet, he didn’t sulk 
about running so fast and not scoring; instead, he celebrated the PR, and then turned to his 
next event, where his veteran leadership and talent powered the 4x400 to a scoring place in the 
last event of the day. Jaden always does the right thing – he high jumped with grace and power, 
he ran with fluid confidence and genuine humility, and he led by example and by inspiration. 
For those reasons, the coaches honor him with this award.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Girls Varsity Golf – Head Coach Jim O’Donnell 
 

Three seasons ago, I began coaching the girls golf team knowing only one of the six girls who 
signed up to play. 
 
With a small team and no seniors, I wondered what would become of this group of players. 
 
I quickly learned I was blessed with high-character individuals with exemplary work ethics and 
growth mindsets; devoted athletes with a genuine interest in improving their game; and 
talented scholars who broadly contribute to the Loomis community. 
 
Throughout that season, I would tell the girls, “Let’s just get a little better each day and see 
where it leads.” Indeed, they were faithful to this simple goal and in 2017 earned a 10-5-1 
match record and finished 5th in New England; not a bad start to our journey together. 
 
New faces joined the team in 2018, including Bev, Nalinda, Joy, and Paige. Not only did the size 
of the team grow, but we became even more talented and all four newcomers shared the traits 
of the returners: work ethic, integrity, and a growth mindset. Throughout the season, both 
returners and newcomers alike just kept getting better each day. 
 
Our 13-3 season ended with outstanding play at the Pippy O’Connor Independent School Girls 
Golf Classic, an 18-hole event, where the girls earned the honor of New England Champions by 
firing a 4-player total of 330. I share this total, 330, to put in perspective what happened last 
week... 
 
This offseason, I considered how best to train the reigning New England Champions; to push 
their limits in hopes of helping them to discover just how good they can be. In the spirit of a 
true partnership, I needed to grow as a coach, and they needed to return determined to 
improve. 
 
This season, two freshmen joined the team, Maren Livingstone and Alyssa Silvernail, both very 
good players who, alongside Paige, Nalinda, and Joy, will play a key role in the future of the 
program. 
 
As a team, the girls met the rigorous Performance Training program in the weight room with 
the intensity of champions. Special thanks for Nhat and Kyle for their outstanding work with our 
team. 
 
The Trackman golf simulator raised the level of sophistication of our training; special thanks to 
our Advancement Team and Coach Cabot for helping to make this installation possible. 
 
Our mental training focused on the mantra of “Masters of Variability.” They trained to remain 
poised in the face of bad lies, rain, snow, wind, slow play, and more. We took pride in 
recognizing adversity, both internal and external, and meeting it with focus and confidence. 



Kudos to the girls for embracing this mantra. 
 
Our combination of talent, experience, positivity, and training led to an undefeated 16-0 match 
record. Now on to New Englands and a shot at back-to-back championships. Sadly, I was not 
able to be present because my daughter was not well, but Coach Beck promised to keep me 
apprised of the action. While we waited for his texts, my daughter asked, “Daddy, how do you 
think they will do today?” I typically get anxious and uncomfortable when people ask me that 
question. That day, I felt calm and confident and simply replied, “Sweetie, I believe in my heart 
that they have trained with purpose all season. They are ready and I think they’re gonna play 
really well.” 
 
In this event, a team’s top four scores count out of a max of six players. Coach Beck shared that 
Greenwich Academy posted a four-player total of 309, an impressive score and a full 21 shots 
better than our winning score the year before, albeit at a different golf course. 
 
His next text dinged on my phone: “Nalinda shot 71, Maddie 76.” 
 
Nalinda finished in third place in the individual championship; a finish befitting her outstanding 
season wherein she earned a 13-1 match record and the lowest stroke average on the team. 
 
Maddie Hong finished in a tie for 8th place and maintained the second-best average on the 
team. Maddie will play golf and hockey at Hamilton next year and they are getting an absolute 
gem! 
 
We were on pace to win, but we needed two more solid scores from the four who remained on 
the course. 
 
(19 anxious minutes later)…“Bev shot 79” 
 
Bev was undefeated this season, 13-0 in match play, and her outstanding score was 5 shots 
below her average. 
 
Talk about bringing your best when it matters most!   
 
We had three very good scores on the board. My daughter and I figured out that all we needed 
was an 82 or better from one of the three remaining players to win the event...Elena and Julia 
posted admirable rounds reflective of their season-long averages; excellent golf given the 
championship conditions and scores that would have counted for most teams. 
 
Sadly, senior Maddy Hoffman could not play since they capped the field at 6 players per team. 
Last year, she finished 5th in the 9-hole division and her last four rounds this season were in the 
40s, including a 45 and two match victories against Miss Hall’s and Williston last week. 
 
Alas, we still needed an 82 or better from sophomore Joy Liu, a fierce competitor, who also had 



a wonderful season averaging 39 shots per 9 holes and a 16-0 match record. 
 
20 hand-wringing minutes passed as my daughter and I awaited the update…The news came 
in… “Joy shot 77!” 
 
Our team shot an impressive 303 to win New Englands by 6 strokes. Miles away from the 
action, I proudly reflected on the season-long efforts of 10 players led by five seniors who will 
be remembered for the culture they helped to develop and exemplify in our program, and five 
underclassmen who have bought into that culture and simply “gotten better each day.” 
 
Tonight, I present only one award, a Coaches Award, to our five seniors with special thanks and 
congratulations on a phenomenal journey that included a 39-8-1 match record and TWO New 
England Championships: Maddy Hoffman, Julia Deitelbaum, and tri-captains Maddie Hong, 
Elena Anderson, and Christiana Bevilacqua. Congratulations! 
 
I’d like to offer one final note of appreciation to Elliot Beck, who generously agreed to step in 
and coach the team in my absence these last two weeks. The girls thoroughly enjoyed his 
coaching and made a special request for him to attend Founder’s today even if I was able to 
return. 
 
Thanks, Elliot. I appreciate all you did to support the girls and me during this difficult personal 
time in my life. 


