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• Please turn off all cellphones, smartphones, and other personal electronic devices, and refrain from 
using them during the performance.
• Patrons who have forgotten or misplaced their tickets will be placed on the Wait List.
• Please unwrap all cough drops before the show. Otherwise, no food or drink (except water) allowed in 
the auditorium.
• The running time is approximately 2 hours (roughly 60 minutes for each half). There is one 10-minute 
intermission. 

• For the safety of the actors, please no flash photography of any kind.
• The exits are located to the right of the audience and through the lobby.
• Restrooms for patrons are located in the red brick building next to the NEO.
• By direction of the Fire Marshal of the Town of Windsor, patrons may not 
occupy the aisles or the lobby during the show.
** Please note: there will be theatrical fog effects in this production.**

Safeties

Gratitudes

Courtesies

Per contractual requirements with the publisher, any video recording 
made of this performance is authorized for personal, at-home, 
non-commercial use only. the sale or distribution of such 
recording is strictly prohibited under federal copyright law. 
No PostiNg to social Media.

• Ewen Ross for preparing Pinocchio’s perfect proboscis!
• Christian Ryan and the students in his extra-curricular Graphic Design class for their creative efforts 
designing fun, colorful, and eye-catching options for the show’s poster.
• Sage Sutton-Hall ’18 for her awesome animation contributions (and her teacher Mr. Ryan for his guidance 
and collaboration).
• All of the professional vocal coaches and instrumental teachers in the Music Department for nurturing the 
talents of the student singers and musicians performing for you.
• Christine Coyle for the skill and care with which she writes about our students and our shows, and most 
especially for sharing with readers online and in print her keen insights into our work. Also, of course, for 
helping us get the word out.
• Ralph Branco, Chris Beckford, and the rest of the Housekeeping staff for taking such good care of our little 
red barn throughout the school year.
• Julia Knight and Marie Tanuis in the Business Office: Our vendors, professional carpenters, electricians, 
and other contractors much appreciate your efforts. (P.S. But we do miss you, Joanna Harvey!)
• Lance Hall, Robert Hanson, and the Physical Plant staff who bring their skills and talents to maintaining 
and upgrading the Norris Ely Orchard Theater. (Did you notice how warm and cozy our lobby is this winter? 
The new baseboard heating is thanks to them!)
• Rich Esposito and Dan Corjulo for the NEO’s powerful new laser projector and wireless microphone 
batteries ... and Andris Briga for his generous audio/visual support, collaboration, and expertise. 
• Anna Vdovenko for her amazing photography expertly documenting the NEO productions!
• Rachel Engelke, who, despite the fact that she is on academic sabbatical this year, still managed to find the 
time, interest, and energy to come work beside us in the dark auditorium as we “tech” the lighting, sound 
and costumes for the show … and then magically produces (through a potent combination of determination, 
devotion, and infinite patience) this beautiful playbill. Show, after show, after show.
• And finally, to the many parents and families whose support of our work makes it all that much more 
rewarding: THANK YOU!
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“Don’t judge a book by its cover” is the clearest moral message of Shrek the Musical. 
Holding off on snap judgments, walking a mile in another’s shoes, and seeing others 
for their whole and not just their outward appearance – these maxims are as relevant 
in our own world as they are in Shrek’s fairy tale world.

Another message we should read between the covers of this modern fairy tale is the 
importance of acceptance and companionship. No ogre is an island. We need friends 
and family to build a community, and comfort and collaboration to foster a common 
good.

It has been such a privilege to work on Shrek the Musical with this multi-talented group 
of student performers, technicians, and musicians. The 60-plus students who have 
gone on this incredible journey have displayed the creativity, discipline, adaptability, 
resilience, and cooperation that the best theater productions require. Cheers to them!

To all faculty members, advisors, administrators, and parents: thank you so much for 
supporting the Winter Musical here at Loomis Chaffee. It means a great deal to the 
students to see the community at our shows acknowledging the hard work they put into 
telling this beautiful story.

Part of Shrek’s journey is 
learning to be happy with 
who he is. It is important 
that we know and understand 
ourselves, for then we are 
more prepared to see, hear, 
and understand those who 
at first may seem different. 
Shrek realizes that he cannot 
change how others perceive him, and in doing so he learns to embrace the differences 
in others – even in donkeys and fairy tale creatures.

In a world where some leaders are touting isolationism and seem to frown upon 
differences, especially those dealing with identity, appearance or place of origin – 
which universally results in suffering and alienation – it is exciting to present a musical 
in which a hero who feels ostracized and excluded rises above intolerance and ends 
up joining forces with a group of ‘others’ to fight for a common good. I hope you will 
empathize and connect with these imperfect characters and their need to be part of a 
broader accepting community.

Thank you for coming to the theater.

Cheers,
David McCamish, Director

“I’m A Believer” (Neil Diamond) (c) 1966 Stonebridge Music, Foray Music.
All rights administered by Sony/ATV Music Publishing LLC (SESAC), on behalf of Stonebridge Music, and by 
Foray Music (SESAC). All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Director’s Note
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Lana Breheney ’21  Dragon, Dish
Jacy Case ’18  Mama Bear, Walter
Julie Chung ’21  Elf, Lion King Character
Alex Darrah ’21  Teen Fiona, Humpty Dumpty
Callista DeGraw ’18  Pinocchio
Abby Forrester ’18  Queen Lillian, Moon
Aidan Gillies ’21  Captain of the Guard, Bishop
Emma Goldfarb ’20  Peter Pan
Sarah Gyurina ’18 #  Princess Fiona/Ogre Fiona
John Howley ’21 *  Lord Farquaad, Pied Piper
Emma Kane ’21  Gingy
Cara Keogh ’18  Sugar Plum Fairy, Blind Mouse, Cow
Kavya Kolli ’20  Little Pig, Blind Mouse
Grace Kulas ’20  Mama Ogre, Little Pig
Benjamin Lawrence ’20 King Harold, Mad Hatter, Grumpy, Spoon
Rhys Lewis ’19  Big Bad Wolf
Talia Mayo ’21  Young Fiona, Little Pig
Beckett McCamish  Little Shrek
Simone Moales ’21  Donkey
Becca Mucheru ’19  Dragon, Lion King Character
Ryan Natcharian ’19 * Lord Farquaad, Pied Piper
Ivy Nguyen ’18  Ugly Duckling, Blind Mouse, Bunny
Evan Petkis ’21  Shrek
Cameron Purdy ’18 #  Princess Fiona/Ogre Fiona
Isabel Ruppel ’21  Baby Bear
Kimmy Tufton ’19  Dragon, Wicked Witch
Noah Yoon ’18  Papa Ogre, Papa Bear
Olivia Zoga ’21  Little Red Riding Hood

Dance Captains: Sarah Gyurina ’18 and Kimmy Tufton ’19
Music Captains: Kavya Kolli ’20, Cameron Purdy ’18, and Noah Yoon ’18
Pit Orchestra Captain: Julianna Lee ’19

The Cast

Casting Notes:
# Sarah Gyurina ’18 and Cameron Purdy ’18 will alternate in the roles of Princess Fiona and Ogre Fiona. Sarah will 

perform Princess Fiona on Thursday and Saturday, while Cameron will perform the role on Wednesday and Friday.
* John Howley ’21 and Ryan Natcharian ’19 will alternate in the roles of Farquaad and Pied Piper. John will perform 

Farquaad on Thursday and Saturday, while Ryan will perform the role on Wednesday and Friday.



5

Lisa Bebey  Costume Designer
Tate R. Burmeister  Lighting Designer
Candice Chirgotis  Production Manager
Susan Barone Chrzanowski  Music Director, Pit Conductor
Rachel M. Engelke  Playbill Editor
Sam Higgins  Assistant Technical Director, Audio Supervisor
Ken Jones  Technical Director
Sarah Keller  Puppet and Properties Designer, Scenic Artist
Kate Loughlin  Choreographer
David McCamish  Director
Karen Sparks Mellon  Set Designer
Kyle Olmstead  Sound Designer, Audio Engineer
Kate Saxton  Assistant Director

For this Production:
Susan Becker Aziz, Costume Design Associate   Alec Drohan, Scenery Construction
Charley DeMars, Scenery Construction    Kacey Skurja, Charge Scenic Artist

Marahyah Richardson ’19 Stage Manager 
Julianna Lee’19  Assistant Stage Manager
Carolyn Riley ’18 Assistant Stage Manager
Silvia Mayo ’19 Assistant Production Manager
Macon Jeffreys ’18  Student Assistant Director 
Rishi Basu ’19 Sound Crew
Natalia Butler ’18 Sound Crew
Cheri Chen ’20 Costume Crew
Azoya Clarke ’19 Follow Spot Operator
Jet Elbualy ’18 Assistant to the Costume Designer
Dylan Fargis ’20 Follow Spot Operator
Kiley Finke ’21 Technician
Jimmy Hu ’19 Sound Crew
Crisbelle Lara ’21 Follow Spot Operator
Chris Lucero ’19 Lighting Board Operator
Adam McDonagh ’20 Lighting Board Operator
Sherly Quezada ’19 Sound Crew
Kassie Rivera ’21 Costume Crew
Kai Sheng Tham ’21 Sound Crew
Alexa Valadez ’20 Technician
Mark Valadez ’19 Sound Crew
Ally Velasquez ’20 Lighting Board Operator
Grace Wolf ’20 Follow Spot Operator

Production Team

Technicians
These students participate in 
the department’s Technical 

Theater course. In after-school 
and evening Tech Labs, they 
worked on this production as 
they learned the fundamentals 

of theater production – 
including scenery fabrication 

techniques, props devising 
and construction, costume 
building and coordination, 

hanging and focusing lighting 
instruments, the operation of 
computerized lighting and 
audio control consoles, and 
scenic painting. In addition, 
they are responsible for the 

running crew positions listed 
alongside their names.
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Act II

Entr’acte
“Morning Person” 
“I Think I Got You Beat”
“The Ballad of Farquaad”
“Make a Move”
“When Words Fail”
“Build a Wall”
“Freak Flag”
“Big Bright Beautiful World” (Reprise)
“Beautiful Ain’t Always Pretty”
Finale
“I’m a Believer”

Act I

Overture
“Big Bright Beautiful World”
“Story of My Life”
“The Goodbye Song”
“Don’t Let Me Go” 
“What’s Up, Duloc?”
“I Know It’s Today”
“Travel Song”
“Forever”
“This Is How a Dream Comes True”
“Who I’d Be”

Musical Numbers

Orchestra
Hannah Adler ’21, Violin II
Matt Adler ’18, Violin I
Susan Barone Chrzanowski, Conductor
Andrew Donshik ’18, Keyboard II
Molly Forrester ’19, Clarinet
Melanie Guerin + Keyboard I
Dan Hartington + Guitar
Jim Kleiner* Reed I
Heisen Kong ’21, Violin II
Roy Lam ’20, Cello
Julianna Lee ’19, Double Bass
Leroy Loomer* Trombone
Silvia Mayo ’19, Flute, Piccolo
Stacy Park ’19, Violin I
Pete Roe* Trumpet
Riley Smith ’18, Trumpet
Elliot Wallace* Percussion
James Wang ’19, Cello

+ guest musician
* music lesson faculty

The pit orchestra is comprised of Loomis 
Chaffee students, faculty and lesson 

instructors, as well as guest professional 
musicians. Due to space considerations in 
the cozy Orchard Theater, however, the 
orchestra actually sits behind the stage 

and actors rather than down in front of the 
house, as is the customary location for a 

“pit” orchestra. The wonderful music you 
are hearing today is, indeed, live! 
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Lana Breheney ’21 (Dragon, Dish) Lana is thrilled to be 
performing in her 2nd production at the NEO! Some of her 
favorite theater credits include her roles in Pericles, Fiddler 
on the Roof, and The King and I. Shout out to her girls M, 
L, S, B, and her entire family. She would also like to thank 
Mr. McCamish for giving her amazing opportunities and for 
being the best director ever! She hopes you enjoy the show!

Jacy Case ’18 (Mama Bear, Walter) Jacy is very excited to 
perform on the NEO stage again! Outside the NEO, she plays 
on the varsity soccer team. Her favorite class is English, and 
she loves to sing and play guitar. Jacy enjoys acting and is 
very good at running into walls. She wants to thank everyone 
in the NEO, the Forrester family for letting her live in their 
home, and her amazing (real) family for being the best!

Julie Chung ’21 (Elf, Lion King Character) Julie returns to 
the NEO in Shrek the Musical! In Pericles, Julie was a sailor 
and a knight, and she is back now as a guard and an elf. Julie 
has always been interested in singing and acting, but being in 
the winter musical has allowed her to develop an interest in 
dancing as well. Kudos to her fellow actors, the stage crew, 
and the directors for their hard work on this production!

Alex Darrah ’21 (Teen Fiona, Humpty Dumpty) Alex is 
stoked to perform in her NEO debut! She has performed in 
three other shows. Her biggest role was Pumbaa in The Lion 
King. Outside of the theater, Alex is a major athlete, but she 
also loves to sing and play guitar. Alex would like to thank 
her parents, her advisor (SCANDO!), and her friends for 
supporting her each step of the way!

Callista DeGraw ’18 (Pinocchio) Callista is thrilled to be in 
her final musical in the NEO. In the past, she has played the 
roles of Frau Blücher in Young Frankenstein and Cue Card 
Girl in Thoroughly Modern Millie, and she is so happy to be 
playing another comedic role! She thanks her family and her 
Broadway friends for their constant love and for encouraging 
her to always find her inner resilience and happiness. :)

The Cast
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Abby Forrester ’18 (Queen Lillian, Moon) Abby is excited 
to act in her final show in the NEO (sad face). Her most 
recent role was Helicanus in Pericles. Besides acting she 
likes singing and figure skating. She would like to thank 
her parents for their support, the cast and crew for being so 
amazing, and Mr. McCamish for a great 3 years in the NEO!  
Favorite quote: “What are you doing in my swamp!” Enjoy!

Aidan Gillies ’21 (Captain of the Guard, Bishop) Aidan is 
excited to perform in this whimsical yet thought-provoking 
musical this winter. He enjoys working with the wonderful 
cast that has been assembled in order to make this wonderful 
production, and he hopes the audience enjoys the show as 
much as he does. Outside of the theater, Aidan is part of the 
debate team, student council, and student activities.

Emma Goldfarb ’20 (Peter Pan) Emma is thrilled to return 
for her fourth NEO show, playing Peter Pan. See if Emma 
can control her long giraffe limbs while dancing! You be the 
judge! Her past roles include Philoten in Pericles, Rebecca 
Nurse in The Crucible, and Asst Prod Mgr in Millie. Emma 
also loves beating on her drums and playing guitar. Many 
thanks to Mr. McCamish, Ms. Chirgotis, the cast, and crew!

Sarah Gyurina ’18 (Fiona) After six productions, the NEO 
can’t wait to get rid of her. Performing is Sarah’s lifeline, and 
she savors each moment spent in this little red barn. In the 
future, you will be able to catch her either on Broadway or in 
a cubicle; she hasn’t planned that far ahead yet. Much love 
to everyone involved, and eternal thanks to McCamish for 
his endless faith and support. Also, give money to the NEO. 

John Howley ’21 (Lord Farquaad, Pied Piper) John is 
overjoyed to be part of Shrek the Musical. On and off campus 
he enjoys singing in many musical groups and gaining more 
experience in acting. He is also an avid moviegoer, taking 
pleasure in being able to spit out as many facts about random 
movies as possible. John has had a remarkable experience in 
this show, and hopes you enjoy the world they’ve all created!

Emma Kane ’21 (Gingy) Emma fell in love with music 
when she was very young and has grown year by year with 
new musicals. Outside of the theater, she has a strong passion 
for piano. Emma devotes her time to a variety of activities 
ranging from student council to the Acapelicans. She hopes 
to grow as a person and an actor during her next 3 years in 
the NEO. She’d like to thank her loving, supportive parents.
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Cara Keogh ’18 (Sugar Plum Fairy, Blind Mouse, Cow) Cara 
is ecstatic to relevé through her first NEO show! In her free 
time, she enjoys singing, fangirling over BTS, and snacking. 
Shoutout to JV Girls Hockey, all the faculty she’s had the 
honor of working with in her time at LC, and her friends & 
family. Many thanks to Christen for her painstaking attempts 
to improve Cara’s rhythm over the past 18 years!

Kavya Kolli ’20 (Little Pig, Blind Mouse) This is Kavya’s 
NEO debut. She loves musicals and the aura of the theater. In 
her free time, Kavya enjoys singing, eating new foods, and 
finding new music. She was previously Ti Moune in Once on 
This Island, and enjoys being a part of any production. She 
would like to thank the directors, her family, and everyone 
who made this production as fun as it has been!

Grace Kulas ’20 (Mama Ogre, Little Pig) Grace is excited to 
be performing in this production, her second show and first 
musical in the NEO. Her favorite credits include her roles in 
Cinderella, Seussical the Musical, and Loserville. Outside of 
the theater, Grace has a strong passion for painting and music 
as well as writing and science fiction. Thank you to Mr. 
McCamish, Ms. Chirgotis, and everyone else in the NEO!

Benjamin Lawrence ’20 (King Harold, Mad Hatter, Grumpy, 
Spoon) Benjamin is excited to act, sing, and dance in the 2nd 
musical of his NEO career. A method actor, Benjamin has 
enjoyed exploring many characters in this show. The NEO 
has allowed Benjamin to truly enjoy the theater experience, 
whether at full height or in dwarfed stature. Thanks to the 
fabulous people who made this show happen!

Rhys Lewis ’19 (Big Bad Wolf) Rhys makes his return to 
the NEO in yet another rom-com, Shrek the Musical. Still 
method, Rhys has experienced life as a wolf by becoming 
a furry for two months. On all levels except the physical, 
he became a wolf. Rhys would like to thank genetics for 
blessing him with an okay-ish voice and Ryan Natcharian 
for introducing him to theater. BD711. The Truth is out there.

Talia Mayo ’21 (Young Fiona, Little Pig) Talia is elated to 
perform in her second show in the NEO. Singing is a favorite 
pastime for her, along with dancing, playing the violin, and 
reading. Talia has three fantastic cats, and she’d like to give 
them a shoutout for supporting her in all she does. She thanks 
her fish, as he is sure to be watching from heaven. Oh, and 
she thanks her parents, siblings, and adopted sophomore, too.
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Simone Moales ’21 (Donkey) Simone is thrilled to make her 
NEO debut! When she’s not playing a loquacious, stubborn, 
and annoying donkey, Simone is found leading her grade 
as Freshman Class President, playing clarinet in Wind 
Ensemble, or studying in one of her favorite spots, the library. 
She extends a big thank you to her advisor, parents, friends, 
the cast, and directors for all their help along the way!

Becca Mucheru ’19 (Dragon, Lion King Character) It may 
have taken some mild coercion, but Becca has finally joined 
the NEO family. She’s familiar with the stage–she sings and 
dances 24/7–but Becca is somewhat of a NEOphyte when 
it comes to acting. Regardless, she’s super-duper excited to 
show off her newly acquired tap-dancing skills and mastery 
of knight-evisceration. She thanks you for coming! Enjoy!

Ryan Natcharian ’19 (Lord Farquaad, Pied Piper) Ryan’s 
knees have been bruised beyond all hope of healing, but he 
knows that it is a small price to pay to give such an amazing 
show to the audience-at-large. Besides wearing kneepads, 
Ryan enjoys games of all kinds; he is a wizard in disguise. He 
would like to thank Isabel for providing the line he just wrote 
as well as everyone else who has seen him do anything.

Ivy Nguyen ’18 (Ugly Duckling, Blind Mouse, Bunny) Two 
years mistaken for a freshman, Ivy’s taking on acting to fulfil 
her senior bucket list. When she’s not late to things (due to 
her little legs), Ivy enjoys bragging about the Log’s mélange 
quality, writing her edgy blog, and seeking fresh Communist 
memes. She hopes the people who said she’s “well-suited to 
play an ugly duck” realize she’s actually a swan.

Evan Petkis ’21 (Shrek) Evan is excited to have this show as 
his 10th theatrical performance. He sings in various groups 
on campus, including Acapelicans, MRev, and Concert Choir. 
Evan is stepping out of his comfort zone as this delightfully 
green, S’nothers-eating ogre. He’d like to give a big thanks to 
the directors and the amazing cast. His infectious personality 
is sure to entertain as you enjoy this stunning performance!

Cameron Purdy ’18 (Fiona) This is Cameron’s sixth and 
final NEO production. Past roles include Millie in Thoroughly 
Modern Millie, Dionyza in Pericles, and Susanna Wallcott in 
The Crucible. Outside the NEO, she can be found singing 
in Hubbard, the Chapel, classrooms, the dining hall, and 
elsewhere. She’d like to thank her friends & family, especially 
her best friend Sarah, for supporting her these four years!
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Our best wishes to these talented thespians in the Class of 2018, who 
cumulatively have performed in or tech’ed a total of 48 mainstage productions 

at the NEO — 
beginning with A 
Midsummer Night’s 
Dream, as freshmen 
in the fall of 2014: 
Sarah (6), Cameron 
(6), Macon (all 8!), 
Noah (4), Callista 
(5), Ivy (1) Jet (6), 
Jacy (3), Abby 
(5), Cara (1), and 
Carolyn (3). Break 
a leg in college 
(and beyond!), and 
be sure to come 
back and visit your 
beloved Little Red 
Barn on the Island.

Isabel Ruppel ’21 (Baby Bear) Isabel is excited to step out 
of the wings where she toiled in the fall as an assistant stage 
manager and onto the stage! While she started off tripping 
over her two left feet on the slippery dance studio floor, the 
aching muscles make the experience of putting the show 
together much more memorable! Isabel would like to thank 
her parents for driving 40 minutes to Loomis every Saturday.  

Kimmy Tufton ’19 (Dragon, Wicked Witch) Kimmy’s excited 
to be in another musical here in the NEO! She’s playing two 
incredible roles this year, and has enjoyed this challenge. 
While it’s not her first show, Kimmy is always blown away 
by the feeling she receives from everyone involved in this 
rigorous process. She’d like to thank her director and the rest 
of the crew for their dedication and amazing work!

Noah Yoon ’18 (Papa Ogre, Papa Bear) In Noah’s 4th and 
final NEO show, he’s rounding off his diverse resume, which 
features such roles as Jimmy Smith in Thoroughly Modern 
Millie, the Understudy of the Understudy to Frederick 
Frankenstein in Young Frankenstein, and a farmer Oklahoma! 
Shoutouts to Cam, Macon, the whole senior NEO class, and 
the Blue Steel boys. Thanks to all who’ve supported him!

Olivia Zoga ’21 (Little Red Riding Hood) Olivia is making 
her NEO debut! She’s absolutely thrilled and a little confused 
at times, but mostly she’s thrilled! Olivia has lots of thoughts 
and opinions on many things, like how people perceive her 
as a day student. The rest of her many opinions about life and 
the universe are contained within this video: https://youtu.be/
dQw4w9WgXcQ. Olivia loves every NEO kid here.

Seniors
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Marahyah Richardson ’19 (Stage Manager) Once upon a 
time there was a little stage manager named Richie who lived 
in a barn by the meadows. With a god complex, no time, and 
three years of theater under her belt, Richie powered through 
junior year, putting her all into the show. It will be amazing, 
but even though this is the height of her NEO career, she 
might still miss some light cues, so please pray for her.

Julianna Lee ’19 (Assistant Stage Manager) After being 
shoved into the light crew and then the sound crew, Julianna 
has somehow been trusted with a position of moderate power 
as the assistant stage manager. Of course, Julianna must leave 
behind this position for the actual run of the show to stand 
(for the whole musical) in the tiny, cozy pit where you will 
never see her play the biggest violin in the orchestra.

Carolyn Riley ’18 (Assistant Stage Manager) Carolyn’s 
back, this time as Actor Herder (official job title). Although 
she loves the calm of the light booth, this term the chaos 
backstage called. Carolyn would like to thank Shrek for taking 
up the time previously devoted to her college applications. 
According to her calculations, she spends 23 hours a week in 
the NEO. A rescue attempt would be appreciated.

Silvia Mayo ’19 (Assistant Production Manager) Silvia is 
having a fascinating time going from acting onstage to helping 
out behind the scenes. Her past roles include Cerimon in 
Pericles. She would like to thank Richie, Julianna, Carolyn, 
Jet, and Macon for dealing with her relentless harmonizing 
and general awkwardness in the realm of actor-techie limbo, 
and Mrs. Chirgotis for offering her this opportunity!

Macon Jeffreys ’18 (Student Assistant Director) Macon is 
honored to have been given the chance to explore directing 
in his 8th and final show in the NEO. He will be attending the 
University of Toronto next year where he’ll pursue business 
and cinema studies. Macon would like to thank the cast and 
crew for putting together a fantastic show and Mr. McCamish 
for being a great mentor through this process. Enjoy!

Stage Managers & 
Technicians
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Rishi Basu ’19 (Sound) After going broke from investing in 
Bitcoin at the wrong time, Rishi is back to work in the sound 
booth. He is currently working his way up to his dream job: 
being a cool stay-at-home dad. In order to prepare for Shrek, 
Rishi has thoroughly binge-watched every BuzzFeed video 
to ensure a proper comparison...and he now knows which 
performance is better. #tidepodchallenge

Natalia Butler ’18 (Sound) After three years, Natalia has 
finally made it to tech in her senior year. In any case, though 
she may seem off-putting, she has truly reveled in this 
experience. Although she will always be afraid of the table 
saw, she managed to face her fears! The fall term flew by 
with the imminent threat of rejection letters, but Natalia will 
survive the storm that is senior year.

Cheri Chen ’20 (Painting, Costumes) Cheri is currently 
losing her mind due to her busy winter schedule without any 
frees (or sleep-ins). Nonetheless, she still loves winter term 
because she is EXTREMELY excited to work on her second 
show, Shrek the Musical, with all of her amazing fellow 
technicians. Outside of the NEO, with only a little bit of free 
time, Cheri can be found in her bed, in her bed, or in her bed.

Azoya Clarke ’19 (Set Construction, Lighting) No longer 
a theater rookie, Azoya is tackling her second production in 
the NEO. Despite the tedious work that goes into carving 
“bricks” or constructing wooden platforms from scratch, she 
is excited to help build the set for Shrek the Musical. Outside 
of the NEO, Azoya is a prefect in Cutler, where she enjoys 
watching The Bachelor and listening to Beyoncé on repeat.

Jet Elbualy ’18 (Costume Manager) With college ahead, 
Jet ponders: what at LC will they miss most? Faculty dogs? 
Snow days? The 5-star food? Nope – it’s the NEO. Their crew 
has been there through thick and thin, and they won’t find a 
group like that anywhere else. Much love to Ms. Chirgotis 
for being their mom, B.B. and Tate for teaching, mentoring, 
etc., and Ms. Engelke for documenting it all. NEO forever <3

Dylan Fargis ’20 (Painting, Lighting) Unfortunately, it has 
come to Dylan’s attention that although this is a production 
of Shrek the Musical, the song “All Star” by Smash Mouth 
will not make an appearance. If you only came to this show 
to hear that song, then you might be as disappointed as Dylan 
was when he first heard the news. Despite this sadness, he 
thinks the show will still be pretty good.
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Kiley Finke ’21 (Technician) Kiley is happy to be back in 
the NEO for her second production after working on the 
lighting for Pericles in the fall term. She has really enjoyed 
all of the preparation for the winter musical and is excited for 
everyone to see the show. Kiley has learned a lot about what 
happens behind the scenes of a show, and she is very grateful 
to have had this experience. 

Jimmy Hu ’19 (Set Construction, Sound) As a second-
year technician, Jimmy is working his fourth show at 
Loomis. Lacking creativity and already running out of stuff 
to talk about, he does not know what to write to fulfill the 
390-character minimum requirement for this playbill...100 
more to go. Currently, Jimmy wants more sleep and to make 
it through junior year. He hopes everyone enjoys the show!

Crisbelle Lara ’21 (Lighting) This is Crisbelle’s second 
show in the NEO theater; she had great fun as assistant stage 
manager during Pericles. She has come back better than ever 
for stage crew. If you stare into the back of the stage, you 
might see her running around in a stylish black outfit. She 
hopes you enjoy the show. Please know that there were no 
Bambis harmed in the production of this amazing musical.

Chris Lucero ’19 (Set Construction, Lighting) Beware the 
saw that bites, the nail gun that shoots, the Sherly who paints 
whomever comes near. Run, run, run, before they come and 
get you, before you get locked in like this foolish boy from 
the Bronx, enslaved to do the bidding of others and forced 
to build props that the actors will eventually break. Run and 
leave Chris money on the way so he can buy his freedom.

Adam McDonagh ’20 (Set Construction, Lighting) Adam 
is back for his 4th production at the NEO. With a successful 
Robotics season and a programming class under his belt, 
Adam is more ready than ever. Having worked on the set 
since December, he’s ready for his first colorful musical, and 
hopes you all enjoy it as much as he does. Outside the NEO, 
Adam continues his ventures with the backcountry program.

Sherly Quezada ’19 (Painting, Sound) Sherly enjoys Philly 
cheese steaks, naps, being off sides, and giving the FBI 
worker in charge of watching her through her laptop camera 
reaffirming compliments (it’s a hard job, someone’s got to 
thank him). If you see Sherly after the show, let her know 
you bothered to read her bio. She, too, is in constant need of 
validation from her peers… 



15

Kassie Rivera ’21 (Painting, Costumes) Kassie is so excited 
about this show, as it is the first musical she has worked on in 
her career. When she is not in the theater, she enjoys writing 
scripts for her own plays, and she hopes to one day see them 
come to life on stage. Kassie has always loved the theater, 
and she is ecstatic about this opportunity to work behind the 
scenes and help the magic come to life.

Kai Sheng Tham ’21 (Set Construction, Sound) Kai has been 
very excited since the fall term to be a part of this musical. 
This is Kai’s second show in the NEO. He loves being in the 
shop, helping build things for the show, and binge-watching 
any musical movie he can get his hands on in his room. His 
favorites are High School Musical, High School Musical 2, 
and High School Musical 3. We’re all in this together!

Alexa Valadez ’20 (Technician) Alexa very much enjoys 
when the musical rolls into the NEO. Working on it is always 
a fun time, at least if you’re the type of person who likes 
hearing the same songs again… and again… and again… for 
a whole week. She usually spends her time carving rocks 
or cooking up some delicious rat crackers, which consist of 
crackers, rats, and a couple of staples to keep it all together.

Mark Valadez ’19 (Set Construction, Sound) Living on 
this magical Island, surrounded by mystical creatures, Mark 
has found amusement among the weirdest creatures of all: 
thespians. As a powerful lighting sorcerer, he decided to 
improve upon his mystical masteries and continue his audio-
engineering studies during the eternal blizzard (a.k.a. winter 
term). He reminds you to mind your step. The floor is lava.

Alejandra Velasquez ’20 (Painting, Lighting) Ally has been 
really excited to get back into tech for her second show in 
the NEO. She has been having a great time learning new and 
interesting techniques. Ally has also loved getting to know 
all the amazing people that help make the show possible. 
Her favorite part has been working while everyone listens to 
good music. She hopes you enjoy the show!

Grace Wolf ’20 (Painting, Props, Lighting) Grace is excited 
to work on her second show as a tech crew member in the 
NEO. She can now confidently say that she can use all of 
the saws in the wood shop without cutting off any limbs 
at all (don’t ask about the fall play), carve rocks using a 
watermelon knife (yes, those are actually a thing), and make 
a mean rat sandwich…
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Lisa Bebey (Costume Designer) Lisa has worked with the 
student crews designing and building costumes for the past 
16 years at Loomis Chaffee. She was the Costume Shop 
Manager at Hartford Stage for 14 years, and has also built 
costumes for the Long Wharf Theatre, Goodspeed Opera, 
Theaterworks and the Yale Repertory Theatre. Lisa recently 
added the role of entrepreneur to her resume by opening her 
online shop, FairyGodmother4Hire.com, featuring custom 
dress up costumes for children.

Tate R. Burmeister (Lighting Designer) Tate has worked 
as a designer throughout Connecticut, Minnesota, California, 
and New York and is enjoying her ninth season as the lighting 
designer at the NEO. In addition to working as a designer, 
Tate is the Technical Director for the Ivoryton Playhouse. 
In Connecticut, she has designed for Playhouse on Park, 
Ivoryton Playhouse, Seven Angels Theatre, Hartford Stage 
Education Department, Oddfellows Playhouse, Albano 

Ballet, and others, as well as various local schools. Favorite lighting design credits 
include Metamorphoses and The Crucible (Loomis Chaffee), Joseph and the 
Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat (Ivoryton Playhouse), Nuevo California, The 
Threepenny Opera (Oddfellows), and A Chorus Line (Merced, CA). 

Candice Chirgotis (Production Manager) Candice became 
Head of the Theater & Dance Department in 2013 after a 
decade of working here as a part-time teacher and as the 
production manager for the NEO. In her previous lives, 
she taught at the University of Connecticut, and before 
that at the Greater Hartford Academy of the Arts. For 16 
seasons Candice was—for over 100 professional theater 
productions—the Production Manager at Hartford Stage. She 

earned her master’s degree in Theater History at the University of Illinois. Candice 
considers herself incredibly fortunate to get to teach, learn, and make plays with 
these hardworking, talented, and fun Loomis Chaffee student technicians and 
performers. She would like to take this opportunity to sincerely express how much 
she admires, appreciates, and is grateful for such creative, devoted, and generous 
professional theater collaborators and faculty colleagues.

Susan Barone Chrzanowski (Music Director, Pit 
Conductor) Shrek the Musical marks Sue’s 20th NEO winter 
musical and 23rd NEO production overall. Sue praises this 
year’s cast, crew, and pit orchestra for creating the “big, 
bright, beautiful world” of Shrek the Musical. At Loomis 
Chaffee, Sue serves as Music Department Chair and Choral/
Vocal Director; in addition, Sue holds the Thomas Benedict 

Production Team
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Carter Instructorship in Music. An active guest clinician, Sue specializes in healthy 
vocal production and the changing voice. In the voice studio, on the stage, and in 
the choral ensemble, Sue emphasizes a whole person, mindful approach to singing 
and performing.  Sue hopes you enjoy the live music emanating from the NEO 
backstage pit (“bands are getting jazzier!”) and the jazz age vocals soaring from 
the NEO stage —she certainly does!

Rachel M. Engelke (Playbill Editor) In her 18th year 
on the Island, Rachel is currently enjoying a one-year 
academic sabbatical from her role as teacher and chair of 
the History, Philosophy, Religious Studies & Social Science 
Department—but she’s thrilled to continue her collaboration 
with the theater! A resident in Palmer Hall, Rachel also serves 
as the adviser to Model UN and the Loomis Chaffee World 
Bulletin. A long-time friend of the NEO, Rachel made her 

assistant directing debut in 2011 with The Boy Friend, while Shrek the Musical is 
Rachel’s 29th production as playbill editor. She would like to express her sincere 
appreciation to everyone in the cast and crew for their cooperation and good humor 
as she hounded them for bios, photos, endless lists, and other minutiae.

Sam Higgins (Assistant Technical Director) Sam spent 
eight years as a theatrical jack-of-all-trades for high school 
and college productions. His expertise is mostly in scenery 
construction, but he has worked at various times and locales 
as a lighting technician, sound board operator, run crew, and 
more. Favorite credits include The Adding Machine, The 
Glass Menagerie, What the Butler Saw and A Bright Room 
Called Day at University of Rochester, Hairspray at Lehman 
College, and She Loves Me at Croton-Harmon High School. 

This is Sam’s second year at Loomis Chaffee and his fourth production at the 
NEO. In addition to theatrical work, Sam is a member of the Math Department and 
is a resident of Flagg Hall. He would like to thank everyone involved for allowing 
him to collaborate with the theatre program, and he is very proud of this show.

Ken Jones (Technical Director) Ken is delighted to be back 
for his 12th consecutive show at the NEO Theater. Ken has 
designed and staged over 90 productions in the Farmington 
Valley area. Since 2003, he has directed and taught theater 
craft for a number of local theater groups, including Avon 
Summer Theater, FAVARH, Theatre Guild of Simsbury, and 
The Loomis Chaffee NEO Theatre. He is also Vice President 
of Theater Operations and Lead Production Designer for 

Farmington Valley Stage Company in Canton. In his set notes, Ken writes: “The 
design for this show uses a blend of two and three-dimensional objects to create 
the environment. Our crew had fun creating book structures, which played with 
scale and blurred realism with fantasy. While the construction materials were 
traditional, the final result is a colorful, bright storybook setting within which the 
characters are perfectly at home.”



Sarah Keller (Puppet and Properties Designer, Scenic 
Artist) Sarah had so much fun getting to hang out with 
Dragon (her personal hero) and the awesome tech crew at the 
NEO! She has been helping with tech at Loomis since she 
was herself in high school — now she’s back after building 
props and puppets for Pericles. Sarah has worked props at the 
Public Theater in NYC, where she worked on Shakespeare 
in the Park and occasionally got to hang out with Daniel 

Radcliffe, and at Williamstown Theater Festival, where she built some suitcases 
that eventually made their way to Broadway. She has also worked professionally 
as a Scenic Artist at Cobalt Studios in New York, painting 60-foot wide backdrops 
in a farmhouse in the woods. Sarah recently graduated from Carnegie Mellon 
University, earning a BFA in Scenic Design. There she designed sets for La 
Calisto and The Three Musketeers, and costumes for Dance/Light. Sarah would 
like to thank all the awesome students on the tech crew at Loomis for reminding 
her how fun theatre can be!

Kate Loughlin (Choreographer) Kate has been the dance 
teacher and choreographer at Loomis Chaffee since 2009. 
She began her dance life as an Irish Step Dancer at age three, 
and never looked back. Trained in ballet, modern, jazz, tap, 
and choreography, Kate credits her teachers and mentors 
with leading her to the fulfilling career she loves. Kate earned 
her BA in Dance and graduated cum laude from Connecticut 
College in 1998. She taught at Choate Rosemary Hall for ten 

years before coming to Loomis to work with the most talented, dedicated and hard 
working students in the world. There is a saying, “Do what you love, and you’ll 
never work a day in your life,” and Kate gets to live that every day. The dancers 
and actors at LC give Kate joy, purpose, inspiration, and happiness, and she counts 
herself as one of the luckiest people in the world because of these students. Thank 
you for coming out to support our cast and crew, and please enjoy the show!

David McCamish (Director) David is thrilled to direct Shrek 
the Musical this winter, his 12th show at Loomis Chaffee’s 
NEO Theater. A Bluegrass native, David has directed and 
performed throughout Connecticut and across the United 
States. He is a guest director and adjunct professor at the 
University of Hartford’s Hartt School, where he provided 
fight choreography for August: Osage County. Other 
recent fight credits include Macbeth (Trinity College) and 

Breakdancing Shakespeare (Hartford Stage). David has taught acting classes for 
Long Wharf Theater, Hartford Stage, Hartt School of Theatre, Hartford Performs, 
Center for Creative Youth at Wesleyan University, Greater Hartford Academy of 
the Arts, and Manhattan Edge. Recent directing credits include Vanities and Is 
There Life After High School (Hartt), All’s Well That Ends Well (Capital Classics), 
The Crucible, Thoroughly Modern Millie, and Cyrano (Loomis). This summer 
David performed as King Ferdinand in Love’s Labour’s Lost with Capital Classics, 
and he attended the International Fringe Festival in Edinburgh. He played Henry 
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in the national tour of The Fantasticks, and has been seen in New York City at 
Lucille Lortel, 45th Street Playhouse, New Perspectives, @here, Manhattan 
Edge, Collective Unconscious, The Sandy Meisner Theatre, 23rd Street Studio, 
and with Shakespeare’s Sister Company. Locally, David has acted with Bated 
Breath Theatre Company, Capital Classics, Art Farm, Oddfellows Playhouse, and 
HartBeat Ensemble. 

Karen Sparks Mellon (Set Designer) Sparks has been a set 
designer and scenic artist in the Hartford/New Haven area 
since 1979. This is her 21st season, and 41st production, 
as Loomis Chaffee’s set designer. Sparks has designed 
scenery for, among others, Amherst College, the Connecticut 
Commission on the Arts, CPTV, Lincoln Theatre, the New 
England Actors Theatre, the Portland Stage Company, 
Trinity College, and the University of Hartford. As a scenic 

artist, Sparks worked for the Hartford Stage Company and was a freelance painter 
for the Long Wharf Theatre and the Goodspeed Opera House. Other projects 
include backdrop design for the last G. Fox Christmas windows in downtown 
Hartford, interior painting for the first Banana Republic in New York City, and 
whitewashing the inside of a barn for the movie Funny Farm. She is currently 
a faculty member at The Greater Hartford Academy of the Arts, where she was 
named Artist-Instructor of the Year in May 2008.

Kyle Olmstead (Sound Designer, Audio Engineer) Kyle is 
a sound designer and production sound engineer for theaters 
throughout New England. Recently, Kyle has designed sound 
for productions by Central Square Theater, The Dana Center, 
The Barnstormers Theatre, Curry College, The Loomis 
Chaffee School, and The Greater Hartford Academy of the 
Arts. He has also worked as an audio engineer and production 
sound engineer for the Hartford Stage. Previously, he worked 

under renowned sound designer Frank Gaeta, owner of Sound For Film in Los 
Angeles, California. While there, Kyle worked on films such as Twilight, Taking 
Chance, and Surfer, Dude, with actors and directors such as Catherine Hardwicke, 
Robert Pattinson, Kristen Stewart, and Matthew McConaughey. In addition, 
Kyle has a private double bass studio, and performs in groups throughout the 
Boston area, including the Cape Ann Symphony.

Kate Saxton (Assistant Director) Kate is an English teacher, 
theater aficionado, and all-around arts enthusiast. She is a 
violinist/violist who has spent as much time in the pit as 
she has on stage. Her credits at Yale University include 
Sweeney Todd and Cosi Fan Tutte. This is Kate’s fourth 
NEO production, and she feels incredibly privileged to work 
with such professional young people and such youthful 
professionals. Many thanks to the talented directors and 

production team for making this show possible, and to the extraordinary cast for 
making it all worthwhile.
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Hannah Adler ’21 (Violin) This is Hannah’s first time playing in a pit orchestra, and she is 
definitely enjoying it. She is part of the orchestra and a chamber ensemble at LC, and takes 
violin lessons at the Hartt School of Music with Teri Einfeldt. 

Matt Adler ’18 (Violin) Matt performs in the orchestra and in Chamber Music class at Loomis. 
This is his second time playing in a musical at the NEO (after last winter’s Thoroughly Modern 
Millie). Outside of Loomis, Matt takes lessons and performs at the Hartt School of Music. 

Andrew Donshik ’18 (Keyboard) After playing in the pit orchestra for Young Frankenstein with 
one hand, Andrew is excited to add his second hand to the orchestra for Shrek the Musical in his 
final performance in the NEO. Andrew has played piano for eleven years, and has studied jazz 
for six. Enjoy the performance–it will smash you in the mouth with comedy!

Molly Forrester ’19 (Clarinet) Molly is so happy to be part of the pit orchestra for a third year, 
after Young Frankenstein and Thoroughly Modern Millie. She’d like to thank Mrs. Chrzanowski, 
Mr. Kleiner, and Mr. Winer for always supporting her, and her parents for their love.

Heisen Kong ’21 (Violin) Heisen is happy to part of the pit orchestra for Shrek the Musical. 
He has studied composers such as Bruch, Lalo, and Tchaikovsky. He sometimes plays as 
concertmaster in the Loomis Chaffee Orchestra, and he also participates in Chamber Music. 
He’s thankful to Mrs. Chrzanowski for offering him this unique opportunity. 

Roy Lam ’20 (Cello) Roy is exhilarated to return to the pit orchestra for Shrek the Musical. 
Fascinated last year with Thoroughly Modern Millie, he has no doubt that Shrek will be as 
impressive and even more heart-touching. Roy has played the cello for five years, and has seven 
years of piano experience as well. Roy would like to thank Mr. Dahlin for shaping and enriching 
his playing tone and sound, and for introducing him to challenging and interesting pieces.

Julianna Lee ’19 (Double Bass) Wondering why she decided to ditch backstage as assistant 
stage manager to move even further backstage to the pit, Julianna is probably questioning her 
sanity as you read this. She is happy (?) to be playing in the pit for the second time with the 
musical (third if not for that concussion freshman year). #buyingshrinkray #enjoytheshow

Silvia Mayo ’19 (Flute, Piccolo) Silvia is super excited to join the NEO pit orchestra for the first 
time! She’s always performed onstage when given the chance, but has never had the experience 
of the instrumental aspect, so she’s curious to see what it entails. Special thanks to Mr. Kleiner 
for his instruction, and everyone’s eardrums for bearing with C8s on the piccolo.

Stacy Park ’19 (Violin) Stacy is excited to make her debut in the NEO pit with Shrek the 
Musical. She enjoys playing violin in the orchestra as well as outside school in retirement 
centers, schools, churches, and synagogues. Stacy would like to thank Mrs. Chrzanowski and 
Ms. Bovell for providing another special opportunity to play violin at Loomis Chaffee.

Riley Smith ’18 (Trumpet) Riley is very excited to be a part of the pit for her third and final 
year. She is looking forward to playing in Shrek this year. Riley has played in numerous concert 
ensembles, jazz bands, and even performed with a Big Band in New Orleans. She would like to 
thank Mrs. Chrzanowski for this opportunity.

James Wang ’19 (Cello) James is thrilled to be part of the pit orchestra once again in Shrek 
The Musical. He is a music enthusiast who dabbles in performance, and he’s looking forward 
to seeing his friends and fellow pit orchestra members play. James would like to thank Mrs. 
Chrzanowski again for inviting him to share this experience.

Pit Orchestra





“This is our story.”
How will you tell yours?


