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• Christine Coyle for the skill and care with which she writes about out students and our shows, 
and most especially for sharing with her readers online and in print her keen insights into our 
work. Also, of course, for helping us get the word out.
• Ralph Branco, Chris Beckford, Ana Melendez, and the rest of the Housekeeping staff for 

taking such good care of our little red barn throughout the school year.
• Julia Knight, Joanna Harvey, and Marie Tanuis: Our vendors, professional carpenters, and 

other part-timers much appreciate your efforts.
• Sarah Weinstein for bringing our NEO ticket reservations system for faculty and staff into 

the 21st century, and for being consistently creative, generously flexible, and such a joy to work 
with. Bon voyage! We will miss you!
• Keller Glass for our eye-catching poster design.
• Matthew McCamish for generously loaning his sword to be used in this production.
• Lance Hall, Abe Passardi, Alberto Malave, and others too numerous to name from the 

Physical Plant who bring their skills and talents to maintaining the Norris Ely Orchard Theater.
• Rich Esposito, Dan Corjulo, and Andris Briga for their assistance in getting the NEO an 

upgraded audio mixer and a replacement lighting console. Goodbye floppy disc, we miss you 
already. 
• Anna Vdovenko for her amazing photography, and for her generosity.
• Rachel Engelke, who, despite the fact that she is on academic sabbatical this year, still 

managed to find the time, interest, and energy to come work beside us in the dark auditorium 
as we “tech” the lighting, sound and costumes for the show … and then magically produces 
(through a potent combination of determination, devotion, and infinite patience) this beautiful 
playbill. Show, after show, after show.

• And finally, to the many parents and families whose support of our work makes it all that 
much more rewarding: THANK YOU!

• Please turn off all cellphones, smartphones, and other personal electronic devices, and 
refrain from using them during the performance. 
• Patrons who have forgotten or misplaced their tickets will be placed on the waitlist.
• Please unwrap all cough drops before the show. Otherwise, no food or drink (except water) is 
allowed in the auditorium.
• The running time of Act I is 60 minutes; the running time of Act II is 45 minutes. There is one 
10-minute intermission.

Gratitudes

Courtesies

Safeties
• For the safety of the actors, please no flash photography of any kind.
• The exits are located to the right of the audience and through the lobby.
• Restrooms for patrons are located in the red brick building next to the NEO.
• By direction of the Fire Marshal of the Town of Windsor, patrons may not occupy the aisles or 
the lobby during the show.

** Please note: there will be strobe lights and theatrical fog effects in this production.**
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With evil tyrants, bloodthirsty pirates, cunning assassins, clever fishermen, traitorous 
monarchs, overwhelming shipwrecks, and thrilling battles, Shakespeare’s Pericles presents its 
eponymous hero with opponents enough to challenge his principles. Along the way, he finds love, 
both false and true, before losing everything. Despite these threats, Pericles and his daughter, 
Marina, consistently embody generosity and non-violent virtue. Given our current political 
environment of aggressive opposition, Pericles and Marina offer us a model for understanding 
and managing conflict.

Pericles has long been considered one of Shakespeare’s “problem plays,” in part because of 
its perceived structural failings and lack of poetry. Despite these critiques, our play was one 
of the Bard’s most popular. Originally grouped with the comedies, the play follows romance 
conventions that we might now see 
in romantic comedies. Many scholars 
originally argued that this was not 
Shakespeare, or at least was not purely 
Shakespeare. The latter is true. Almost 
all modern editors now agree it is a 
collaboration between Shakespeare 
and George Wilkins, the ‘inn’ owner 
and pamphleteer.

When I was first compelled to read 
Pericles at university, I was unable to 
appreciate the beauty of the story. Now, 
directing the show, I am enveloped by the collaborative requirements that it takes to help this 
play come to life for an audience.

Pericles is a true ensemble piece with almost every student embarking on multiple roles. 
Each character contributes a unique necessary ingredient – sometimes grand and sometimes 
little, nameless, and unremembered – to the creation of our world. I hope you see the pride 
the actors have in each moment, from the subtle to the striking. It is a world where one word 
from a righteous maid can lead the wanton to virtue, and one fisherman’s act of generosity can 
determine the fate of a nation.

Shakespeare’s Pericles is an epic tale that spans time, continents, and nations. Our title character 
solves a riddle, flees a tyrant, loses himself, finds true love, loses a child, ultimately rediscovers 
himself, and, with help, finds peace. Now permit these Loomis actors, our storytellers, to ignite 
your imagination within our theatre: monarchs, refugees, princesses, corruption, hurricanes, 
pirates, shipwrecks, loyalty, love, loss, and redemption. I hope you find many pieces of this epic 
journey to enjoy.

Thank you for coming to the theatre.
David McCamish, Director

“In hac spe vivo / In this hope I live…” 
Pericles – Act II, Scene 2.

Director's Note

Setting
Our narrators, the Gowers, come back from the 14th century to introduce and guide us through 
the play, setting the first scene in Antioch, where Pericles has gone to wed the princess. The 
powerful and dangerous King Antiochus threatens Pericles, who chooses self-imposed exile in 
order to prevent a deadly invasion of his nation. This sets in motion the epic adventures of our 
hero. The show is set in the Mediterranean region, and travels us to ten ancient locales: Antioch, 
Tyre, Tarsus, the Mediterranean Sea, the Coast of Pentapolis, Pentapolis, Ephesus, Mytilene, 
the deck of Pericles’ ship, and the Temple of Diana. All these locations transform quickly in our 
little theatre, so be sure to listen with your ears and watch with your eyes as the magic unfolds.
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Lana Breheney ’21  Thaisa, Princess of Pentapolis
Julie Chung ’21  Knight of Macedon/Sailor
Abby Forrester ’18  Helicanus, Lord of Tyre
Aidan Gillies ’21  Thaliard, Antioch Assassin/Knight of Antioch/Pirate
Emma Goldfarb ’20 Philoten, daughter of Dionyza/Lady of Pentapolis
Sarah Gyurina ’18  Princess Marina
John Howley ’21 *  King Antiochus/Lysimachus, Governor of Mytilene
Macon Jeffreys ’18  Pericles, Prince of Tyre
Logan Katz ’18  Simonides, King of Pentapolis
Grace Kulas ’20  King Antiochus (arm)/Fisherman/Pirate/Sailor
Rhys Lewis ’19  Gower Two
Rosalie Lyons ’21  Philemon/Lady of Pentapolis
Silvia Mayo ’19  Cerimon of Epheseus 
Talia Mayo ’21 +  Lord of Tyre/Servant of Antioch
Ryan Natcharian ’19 * King Antiochus/Knight of Sparta/Leonides, servant of Dionyza
Evan Petkis ’21  Decius, Antioch Assassin/Fisherman/Pirate
Cameron Purdy ’18  Dionyza, Queen of Tarsus
Anna Rebello ’21  Lychorida, a nurse/Lady of Pentapolis
Marahyah Richardson ’19 Gower One
Melissa Scanlon ’19 # King Antiochus (arm)/Knight of Corinth/Pirate/Sailor
Kalina Szemraj ’19 + Antioch Guard/Fisherman/Boult
Olivia Thompson ’18 Lady of Tyre/Bawd of Mytilene
Kimmy Tufton ’19  Princess of Antioch/Knight of Sparta/The Goddess Diana
Angela Wang ’20  Antioch Guard/Pander of Mytilene
Christian Yoon ’21  Cleon, King of Tarsus/Sailor

Cast

Casting & Production Notes:

* John Howley and Ryan Natcharian will alternate in the role of King Antiochus.
# Melissa Scanlon is both the Fight Captain and Dance Captain for this production.
+ Live music is performed by Talia Mayo (violin) and Kalina Szemraj (flute).

Most of the actors also comprise the “Ensemble” throughout the play. 
For the sake of brevity, only primary roles are listed here.
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Production Team
Lisa Bebey Costume Designer
Tate R. Burmeister Lighting Designer
Candice Chirgotis Production Manager
Will Eggers Assistant Director
Rachel M. Engelke Playbill Editor
Sam Higgins Assistant Technical Director
Ken Jones Technical Director
Sarah Keller Puppet and Properties Designer, Scenic Artist
David McCamish Director, Fight Choreographer, Sound Designer
Karen Sparks Mellon Set Designer

For this Production:
Susan Becker Aziz, Costume Crafts   Kate Loughlin, Dance Choreographer
Charley DeMars, Scenery Construction  Kacey Skurja, Charge Scenic Artist
Alec Drohan, Scenery Construction   Alex Slap, Music Consultant

Technicians
Emily Bian ’18 Stage Manager
Crisbelle Lara ’21 Assistant Stage Manager
Isabel Ruppel ’21 Assistant Stage Manager
Rishi Basu ’19 Sound Crew Head
Cheri Chen ’20 Painting, Lighting & Sound
Azoya Clarke ’19 Props Construction, Lighting, Front of House
Jet Elbualy ’18 Costumes, Lighting Crew Co-Head
Dylan Fargis ’20 Props Construction, Front of House
Kiley Finke ’21 Painting, Lighting
Jimmy Hu ’19 Scenery Construction, Sound
Julianna Lee ’19 Props Construction, Stage Technician
Christopher Lucero ’19  Props Construction, Lighting & Sound
Adam McDonagh ’20 Scenery Construction, Lighting, Front of House
Sherly Quezada ’19 Props Construction, Painting, Sound
Carolyn Riley ’18 Scenery Construction, Lighting
Kassie Rivera ’21 Props Construction, Painting, Stage Technician
Kai Sheng Tham ’21 Scenery Construction, Sound
Alexa Valadez ’20 Props Construction, Stage Technician
Mark Valadez ’19 Scenery Construction, Lighting Crew Co-Head
Grace Wolf ’20 Props Construction, Front of House
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Lana Breheney  ’21  (Thaisa) Lana is excited to act in her 
first production at the NEO! She loves singing, dancing, and 
being with friends. Lana has been acting for many years and 
cannot wait to continue that here at Loomis. She would like 
to make a shout-out to her daughter, her best friends, father, 
and her real parents. Lana is so happy to take part in this 
production, and hopes that everyone enjoys the show!

Julie Chung ’21 (Knight, Sailor) Julie is delighted to make her 
NEO debut this fall, and with such welcoming cast and crew 
members. She also sings, plays the piano and violin, draws, 
and paints. Julie was shy, but joining the cast of Pericles has 
made her come out of her shell. She thanks the company and 
the directors for all the support and opportunities they have 
given to her.

Abby Forrester ’18 (Helicanus) This is Abby’s fourth show 
at Loomis, and she is very excited to perform in her first 
Shakespeare play! Outside the theatre, she runs track and is 
a member of MRev, among other things. She wants to thank 
this amazing cast and crew for keeping her laughing during 
five hour rehearsals, and her friends and family for coming to 
see the show. She hopes you enjoy it! 

Aidan  Gillies  ’21 (Thaliard, Knight, Pirate) Aidan was 
overjoyed to be accepted into the emotional rollercoaster that 
is Pericles. He has some prior theater experience in middle 
school plays and summer camps but, overall, sees the NEO 
as a new theatrical beginning. Outside of the long hours in 
the theater, Aidan participates in the Debate Society as well 
as Student Council.

Emma Goldfarb ’20 (Philoten, Lady) Emma is thrilled to 
return to the NEO for her third show, and to play the role of 
clumsy klutz Philoten (typecasting much, Mr. McCamish?). 
She played Rebecca Nurse in last year’s production of The 
Crucible, and was Ass’t Prod Mgr for Millie. Emma also 
loves beating on her drums and playing guitar. Many thanks 
to Mr. McCamish, Ms. Chirgotis, the cast, and crew!

Cast
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Sarah  Gyurina  ’18 (Marina) Sarah is thrilled to act in 
her final fall play in the NEO! In her free time, she likes 
to sing, choreograph dances, and talk politics. Her past 
roles include Abigail Williams in The Crucible, Roxanne in 
Cyrano, and Laurey in Oklahoma! Shout-out to her parents, 
evil stepmother, pimp, dance partner, and fiancée. Her real 
parents, advisor, directors, and crew are pretty cool, too. 

John  Howley  ’21 (Antiochus, Lysimachus) John is a day 
student from Glastonbury, CT. He has participated in over 
15 shows and musicals, and is a vocalist who has performed 
in multiple regional choirs. John is a big film lover and his 
favorite movie is The Shining. The best part of the school year 
so far has been his experience working on this play. He has 
made so amazing friends and is thankful for this experience.

Macon Jeffreys ’18 (Pericles) This is Macon’s seventh, and 
penultimate, production with the NEO. He is excited to be 
exploring a “lesser known Shakespeare” with this wonderful 
cast of actors, but it is also bittersweet since this is his last 
fall play on the NEO stage. Macon thanks the cast and crew 
for putting together a great show. He hopes you enjoy this 
grand adventure in ancient Greece!

Logan  Katz  ’18 (Simonides) This is Logan’s third show 
in the NEO, and his first Shakespearian play. Some recent 
roles include Huey in Loserville, George Gershwin in 
Thoroughly Modern Millie, and Francis Nurse/John Willard 
in The Crucible. Logan would like to thank his parents for 
supporting him and helping him achieve his goals in the arts. 
Logan would also like to thank the cast and crew.

Grace  Kulas  ’20 (Fisherman, Pirate, Sailor) Grace is 
new to Loomis and she is ecstatic about her NEO debut. 
She is also excited to do Shakespeare for the first time (for 
real!). Favorite credits include Cinderella, Seussical, and 
Loserville. Outside of theater, Grace has a strong passion for 
painting, music, as well as science fiction. Thank you to Mr. 
McCamish, Ms. Chirgotis, and everybody else at the NEO.

Rhys Lewis ’19 (Gower Two) Rhys makes his NEO debut in 
the rom-com of the year, Pericles. A method actor, he’s said 
to have become way too nostalgic for his own good in order 
to prepare himself for the role of one of the two time-bending 
Gowers. This is Rhys’s first role ever, so get your autographs 
now, before they’re a hot commodity! Many thanks to 
everybody who has ever existed for supporting his dreams!
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Rosalie Lyons ’21 (Philomen, Lady) Rosalie is very excited 
to join the NEO and to act in her first Shakespeare play! She’s 
enjoyed every moment and all that she has learned. When 
Rosalie isn’t at school, she can be found singing or surfing 
at the beach. She has enjoyed working with the entire cast 
and crew and wants to thank them for their endless advice 
and support.

Silvia Mayo ’19 (Cerimon) Silvia is back for her fifth show 
at the NEO! After being the victim of supposed dark magic 
last year as Mary Warren in The Crucible, she’s having fun 
researching the same kind of stuff to inform her character’s 
medical mysticism. Silvia would like to thank Mr. McCamish 
for incorporating the most singing and dancing she’s ever 
done in a play, and all the cast for their support.

Talia Mayo ’21 (Lord, Servant) Talia is ecstatic to perform 
in her first show at the NEO, and she’d like to thank the cast, 
crew, and her family for supporting her! She enjoys singing 
and dancing. A shout-out to her three cats and fish because 
they’re awesome! Here is another exclamation point! And 
another! (Ok, I’m done.) Nope, just kidding! But seriously, 
Talia wants the audience to relax and enjoy Pericles.

Ryan  Natcharian  ’19 (Antiochus, Knight, Leonides) The 
funny thing about Ryan is that you’d think he had experience 
with puppets before. Coming back to the NEO for his 2nd fall 
play, Ryan has learned to breathe life into the creepiest puppet 
ever, while definitely not murdering Queen Dionyza in his 
free time. Ryan would like to thank his family, especially his 
mom, for dissuading him from using old memes as his bio.

Evan Petkis ’21 (Decius, Fisherman, Pirate) Evan is excited 
to make his NEO debut. A veteran of eight musicals prior 
to Loomis, Evan sings in various groups here on the Island, 
including Acapelicans, MRev, and Concert Choir. Stepping 
out of his musical comfort zone, he hopes to use his acting 
to fill you with fear and joy. Evan’s infectious personality is 
sure to captivate you as you enjoy Shakespeare’s Pericles!

Cameron Purdy ’18 (Dionyza) Cameron is thrilled to return 
to the NEO for her fifth show. Former roles include Susanna 
Wallcott in The Crucible and Millie Dillmount in Thoroughly 
Modern Millie. Outside the NEO, Cameron is a leader of 
Musical Revue, sings in Concert Choir and Chamber Singers, 
and volunteers at Cat Connection. She’d  like to thank the 
NEO community, her friends, and family for their support!
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Anna Rebello ’21 (Lychorida, Lady) Anna couldn’t be more 
excited to be a part of the cast of Pericles! The family within 
the NEO has made her transition to Loomis Chaffee full of 
fun, endless laughter, and countless pushups. Anna is sad to 
see the show come to an end, but she would like to thank the 
friends she’s made, her family, and the amazing directors for 
all the encouragement.

Marahyah “Richie” Richardson ’19 (Gower One) To sing a 
song that old was sung/From Slave #2 to Gower#1./She hath 
on this stage many lines,/Which she may drop sometimes./
Taking the story off the page,/And hoping not to fall off 
the stage,/They travel with you through time,/Assisted by 
consistent rhyme./Gower leading the way, on this wondrous 
journey you will embark,/So please you, sit and hark. 

Melissa Scanlon ’19 (Knight, Pirate, Sailor) Melissa loves 
the NEO, but most often is found hiding in the dance studio. 
She thanks her family for always supporting her: she loves 
you all! Melissa would also like to take this chance to make 
an announcement: It is NOT okay to walk in horizontal lines 
on the path from the library to Founders when you are forcing 
people into the construction. Anyway, enjoy the show.

Kalina  Szemraj  ’19 (Guard, Fisherman, Boult) Kalina is 
thrilled to be acting in the NEO this fall! After performing in 
Young Frankenstein, The Crucible, and Thoroughly Modern 
Millie she is ecstatic to try something new with Pericles. 
Additionally, she wishes to give a big thank you to the 
directors, cast, crew, and her family for being so supportive 
throughout the entire rehearsal process!

Olivia  Thompson  ’18 (Lady, Bawd) Olivia is absolutely 
thrilled to be part of her 7th NEO production. Some of 
her hobbies include dancing around like a crazy person, 
concocting inside jokes, and obsessing over Shakespeare. 
Olivia would like to thank her friends and family for their 
love and support, Mr. McCamish, Ms. Chirgotis, and her 
NEO family for giving her a home away from home. Enjoy!

Kimmy Tufton ’19 (Princess, Knight, Diana) Last year, as 
a new sophomore, Kimmy was very excited to jump into 
the work of the NEO, performing in both The Crucible 
and Thoroughly Modern Millie. This year, she is thrilled to 
undertake three roles: Princess of Antioch, Knight of Sparta, 
and The Goddess Diana, in Pericles. She would like to thank 
everyone who dedicates their time to the production process.
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Emily Bian ’18 (Stage Manager) A 3-year NEO-ian, Emily 
has loved stage managing (i.e. lording over all) for Pericles 
this fall. When she is not tripping over her own feet in the 
lighting booth, Emily enjoys gorging herself on coffee ice 
cream and snuggling in fluffy blankets. Unless you happen to 
be a college admissions officer, in which case, she has been 
finding the cure for cancer and mastering string theory.

Crisbelle Lara ’21 (Assistant Stage Manager) Crisbelle is 
excited to manage her first show here at the NEO Theater. She 
has been writing down so many quotes from Mr. McCamish 
that she can recite them from memory. (Seriously, if you 
want to know any, just ask her.) Crisbelle has had a boatload 
(haha) of fun helping put this show together. She is funny and 
has an amazing aesthetic. If you see her, say hi!

Isabel  Ruppel  ’21 (Assistant Stage Manager) Isabel was 
roped into the theater by force and with general confusion 
since she hadn’t planned to do anything with the theater! 
While she didn’t make it on stage as an actor, asking seniors 
to shush and being allowed to touch every prop is truly her 
calling. Isabel has made the NEO her 2nd home and might as 
well live here. (Seriously, we think she sleeps in there.)

Angela Wang ’20 (Guard, Pander) Angela is thrilled to be 
in her second show at the NEO. After portraying the lovesick 
Meiran in Thoroughly Modern Millie, she is eager to explore 
a different role in Pericles. Angela would like to thank her 
fellow cast and crew for their support and hopes everyone 
will be impressed by this amazing world. She also loves 
playing the zither, a traditional Chinese musical instrument.

Christian Yoon  ’21 (Cleon, Sailor) Christian is excited to 
make his NEO debut with such a talented cast. Theatrical 
credits prior to Loomis include the villain Scar in The Lion 
King, Jr. and the crazy guitarist Dewey Finn in School of 
Rock. Christian would like to give thanks to everyone who 
has supported him throughout his acting endeavors. He looks 
forward to performing in more shows on the Island.

Stage Managers
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Rishi Basu ’19 (Sound) Alas, today is the day Rishi has run 
out of jokes. His creativity has shattered in his old age and 
he is no longer in his comedic prime. Yet still, even in his 
fifth production at the NEO, Rishi tries his hardest to make a 
humorous bio knowing fully that he is living in the past, back 
when he was actually funny. Nowadays he spends his time in 
the QRC where no one expects jokes. Feels kinda bad.

Cheri Chen  ’20 (Painting, Lighting, Sound) Cheri, a new 
sophomore, is excited to work on her first show as a member 
of the NEO tech crew. She was an actress at her old school. 
Through her time working in the theatre, she found that tech 
became more and more appealing to her, so Cheri started 
working backstage when she came to Loomis. Outside of the 
NEO, Cheri can be found in the RAC or at the Dance Studio.

Azoya Clarke ’19 (Props, Lighting, House) A rookie to all-
things-theater, Azoya is excited to work on her first show at 
the NEO. Having seen a few previous productions, including 
The Crucible, Azoya has admired the important work put into 
making these productions, and she wanted to get involved in 
the process. Outside of the NEO, Azoya is a proud prefect 
and member of the JV Field Hockey team.

Jet Elbualy  ’18 (Costumes, Lighting) Jet ran out of good 
jokes for these bios five playbills ago. This year, they’ve 
elected to tell you what’s actually happening in their life. 
Currently, Jet’s been crying because of college supplements 
and because 30 Rock isn’t on Netflix anymore. If you have any 
good sitcom recommendations, hit them up. They also really 
miss the ice in the dining hall. #riparamark #fliksocheesy

Dylan Fargis  ’20 (Props, House) A new sophomore from 
Greenwich, Connecticut, this is Dylan’s first experience 
working at the NEO, and he is excited to get his technician 
career off to a great start with this obscure Shakespeare play, 
Pericles. His first year being a theater technician, Dylan is 
ready to help out with any task the NEO has to offer. He can 
also be found on the football field.

Technicians
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Kiley  Finke  ’21 (Painting, Lighting) Coming from 
Ridgefield, CT with no prior tech experience, Kiley is 
excited to work on her first production at the NEO. She loves 
to be around theater after seeing many Broadway shows over 
the years. Some of her favorites include How to Succeed in 
Business Without Really Trying and Wicked. Kiley can’t wait 
to work on more shows in the future.
 
Jimmy Hu ’19 (Scenery, Sound) Returning for his 2nd year 
as a sound technician, Jimmy is looking forward to continuing 
his adventures in the NEO. For his junior year, Jimmy wishes 
to be able to get more sleep and stop procrastinating (which 
probably isn’t going to happen). He hopes everyone will 
enjoy the play. Aside from the NEO, you may also find 
Jimmy just roaming around campus or in Shimkus Gym.

Julianna Lee  ’19 (Props, Stage) Julianna enjoys spending 
four hours a week in the tiny red barn called the NEO, covered 
in paint, sawdust, regular dust, and stray hairs from rope after 
being covered in dirt from after school Ag, and rosin from 
playing bass. She recently learned that bee stings really hurt, 
and exploding bags of apple mush were very amusing to 
watch while she made freshly squeezed apple cider.

Christopher Lucero ’19 (Props, Lighting, Sound) Look to 
your right, now look to your left, and shout out your name. 
(If you have done this then you are a brave fool). Now that 
that is over, let’s start our interrogation of this boy. He is a kid 
who came from Bronx, New York and has worked to provide 
the show with the awesome looking weapons (no persons 
were harmed in testing them out).

Adam McDonagh  ’20  (Scenery, Lighting, House) A day 
student from Suffield, Connecticut, Adam is excited to be 
participating in his second year of the Norris Ely Orchard 
Theater technical crew, having worked on both The Crucible 
and Thoroughly Modern Millie last year. Adam is also a 
part of Robotics Team in the fall and winter terms, and he 
participates in Backcountry Program in the spring. 

Sherly Quezada ’19 (Props, Painting, Sound) Dressed in all 
black, hiding in the shadows, barely speaking. Is she emo? 
Nope, she’s a techie. Ever wonder what goes on backstage? 
So does she. It’s a hot mess back here. Please give us money 
for a new building. For 69 cents a day you can help these 
struggling artists. Call 1-234-567-8910 now to donate (yes, 
we accept debit). Please, the sawdust is asphyxiating.
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Carolyn Riley  ’18 (Scenery, Lighting) A day student from 
Simsbury, Carolyn is back, this time for her first fall play. 
Her main duty as a lighting technician is blinding the actors. 
A fun fact: when she looked at the flowchart in the green 
room telling her which Shakespeare play to see, its answer 
was Pericles, so this production is probably fated. If you 
can’t find her on campus, look in the woods somewhere.

Kassie  Rivera  ’21 (Props, Painting, Stage) Kassie is a 
huge theater-geek. She spends tons of time in the theater for 
absolutely no reason at all (except that she loves it!). She is 
hardworking and slaves over the paint cans for hours on end 
to make the amazing set for your enjoyment. So you better 
enjoy the play and the sets/props Kassie painted. (You’ll 
know which ones they are because they look the best.)

Kai  Sheng  Tham  ’21 (Scenery, Sound) Hailing from 
Indonesia, Kai is thrilled to work on his first show at Loomis 
Chaffee. He is very interested in the technical aspects of 
theatre, and is glad to help with anything that is needed. 
Outside of the NEO, you can find Kai in Carter Hall, or at 
the athletic center, by the swimming pool, or in the trainer’s 
office. Enjoy the show!

Alexa Valadez  ’20 (Props, Stage) Alexa enjoys helping in 
the NEO. As a member of the techies she makes the magic 
happen, and makes the actors look good. Sure, they have 
the acting, the personalities, and are actually seen. But, hey, 
being a Backstage Butterfly is important, too. Alexa hopes 
that you enjoy the show and remembers that we are there 
even if you don’t see us.

Mark Valadez  ’19 (Scenery, Lighting) Cheerfully running 
through junior fall, Mark runs straight into the NEO after 
cross country, hoping to discover dark secrets hidden in the 
little red barn. He’s excited to do lighting on this production, 
with the kind request that someone pulls his remnants out 
of the basement if they don’t hear from him in a couple of 
months. Enjoy! (And don’t mind the screeching walls.)

Grace Wolf ’20 (Props, House) Grace is thrilled for her first 
show as part of the NEO tech crew. She is extremely excited 
to have learned the new skill of professional net-making 
(necessary to catch runaway actors and actresses, in case you 
were wondering). When not in the NEO, you can find Grace 
giving tours to prospective students, teaching swim lessons 
or, more than likely, in her room watching The Office.
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Production Team
Lisa Bebey (Costume Designer) Lisa has worked with the 
student crews designing and building costumes for the past 
16 years at Loomis Chaffee. She was the Costume Shop 
Manager at Hartford Stage for 14 years, and has also built 
costumes for the Long Wharf Theatre, Goodspeed Opera, 
Theaterworks and the Yale Repertory Theatre. Lisa recently 
added the role of entrepreneur to her resume by opening her 
online shop, FairyGodmother4Hire.com, featuring custom 

dress up costumes for children.

Tate R. Burmeister (Lighting Designer) Tate has worked 
as a designer throughout Connecticut, Minnesota, California, 
and New York and is enjoying her ninth season as the lighting 
designer at the NEO. In addition to working as a designer, 
Tate is the Technical Director for the Ivoryton Playhouse. 
In Connecticut, she has designed for Playhouse on Park, 
Ivoryton Playhouse, Seven Angels Theatre, Hartford Stage 
Education Department, Oddfellows Playhouse, Albano 

Ballet, and others, as well as various local schools. Favorite lighting design credits 
include Metamorphoses and The Crucible (Loomis Chaffee), Joseph and the 
Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat (Ivoryton Playhouse), Nuevo California, The 
Threepenny Opera (Oddfellows), and A Chorus Line (Merced, CA). 

Candice Chirgotis (Production Manager) Candice became 
Head of the Theater & Dance Department in 2013 after a 
decade of working here as a part-time teacher and as the 
production manager for the NEO. In her previous lives, 
she taught at the University of Connecticut, and before 
that at the Greater Hartford Academy of the Arts. For 16 
seasons Candice was—for over 100 professional theater 
productions—the Production Manager at Hartford Stage. She 

earned her master’s degree in Theater History at the University of Illinois. Candice 
considers herself incredibly fortunate to get to teach, learn, and make plays with 
these hardworking, talented, and fun Loomis Chaffee student technicians and 
performers. She would like to take this opportunity to sincerely express how much 
she admires, appreciates, and is grateful for such creative, devoted, and generous 
professional theater collaborators and faculty colleagues.

Will Eggers (Assistant Director) Will’s earned his Ph.D. in 
medieval and English literature by identifying how modern 
expectations of lovers can be traced to changes in literary 
representations of lovers from the 11th to the 17th centuries. 
Basically, the idea that we should know what our beloved 
wants – without being told – is linked to changes in 11th 
century marriage law through Shakespeare’s plays all the 
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way to modern romantic comedies. While attending Occidental College in Los 
Angeles, Will had the opportunity to work with a variety of acting troupes, acting 
in Shakespeare as well as performing with Cowboy Bob of Howdy Doody fame. 
Happily married and a father of two daughters, Will lives in constant awe of his 
astonishingly good luck. He appreciates the opportunity to work with such talented 
colleagues and students, and he is consistently amazed by the insight of everyone 
he meets every day.  

Rachel  M.  Engelke (Playbill Editor) In her 18th year 
on the Island, Rachel is currently enjoying a one-year 
academic sabbatical from her role as teacher and chair of 
the History, Philosophy, Religious Studies & Social Science 
Department—but she’s thrilled to continue her collaboration 
with the theater! A resident in Palmer Hall, Rachel also 
serves as the adviser to Model UN and the Loomis Chaffee 
World Bulletin. A long-time friend of the NEO, Rachel 

made her assistant directing debut in 2011 with The Boy Friend, while Pericles is 
Rachel’s 28th production as playbill editor. She would like to express her sincere 
appreciation to everyone in the cast and crew for their cooperation and good humor 
as she hounded them for bios, photos, endless lists, and other minutiae.

Sam  Higgins  (Assistant Technical Director) Sam spent 
eight years as a theatrical jack-of-all-trades for high school 
and college productions. His expertise is mostly in scenery 
construction, but he has worked at various times and locales 
as a lighting technician, sound board operator, run crew, 
and more. Favorite credits include The Adding Machine, 
The Glass Menagerie, What the Butler Saw and A Bright 
Room Called Day at University of Rochester, Hairspray at 

Lehman College, and She Loves Me at Croton-Harmon High School. This is Sam’s 
second year at Loomis Chaffee and his third production at the NEO. In addition 
to theatrical work, Sam is a member of the Math Department and is a resident 
of Flagg Hall. He would like to thank everyone involved for allowing him to 
collaborate with the theatre program, and he is very proud of this show.

Ken Jones (Technical Director) Ken is delighted to be back 
for his 11th consecutive show at the NEO Theater. Ken has 
designed and staged over 90 productions in the Farmington 
Valley area. Since 2003, he has directed and taught theater 
craft for a number of local theater groups, including Avon 
Summer Theater, FAVARH, Theatre Guild of Simsbury, and 
The Loomis Chaffee NEO Theatre. He is also Vice President 
of Theater Operations and Lead Production Designer for 

Farmington Valley Stage Company in Canton. In his set notes, Ken writes: “The 
design for this show demonstrates how the use of basic organic materials (wood 
planking, bamboo and fabric) can be combined to provide a framework for each 
setting. Silks were used in many configurations to provide softness, provide 
climbing/swinging elements, depict water, and help each scene to flow easily into 
the next.”
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Sarah  Keller  (Puppet and Properties Designer, Scenic 
Artist) Sarah is excited to return to the NEO, this time as 
a props/puppet master! She has worked props at the Public 
Theater in NYC, where she worked on Shakespeare in the 
Park and occasionally got to hang out with Daniel Radcliffe, 
and at Williamstown Theater Festival, where she built some 
suitcases that eventually made their way to Broadway. She 
has also worked professionally as a Scenic Artist at Cobalt 

Studios in New York, painting 60-foot wide backdrops in a farmhouse in the 
woods. Sarah recently graduated from Carnegie Mellon University, earning a BFA 
in Scenic Design. There she designed sets for La Calisto and The Three Musketeers, 
and costumes for Dance/Light. Sarah would like to thank all the awesome students 
on the tech crew at Loomis for reminding her how fun theatre can be!

David  McCamish (Director) David is thrilled to direct 
Pericles this fall, his 11th show at Loomis Chaffee’s NEO 
Theater. A Bluegrass native, David has directed and performed 
throughout Connecticut and across the United States. He 
is a guest director and adjunct professor at the University 
of Hartford’s Hartt School, where he just provided fight 
choreography for August: Osage County. Other recent fight 
credits include Macbeth (Trinity College) and Breakdancing 

Shakespeare (Hartford Stage). David has taught acting classes for Long Wharf 
Theater, Hartford Stage, Hartt School of Theatre, Hartford Performs, Center for 
Creative Youth at Wesleyan University, Greater Hartford Academy of the Arts, and 
Manhattan Edge. Recent directing credits include Vanities and Is There Life After 
High School (Hartt), All’s Well That Ends Well (Capital Classics), The Crucible, 
Thoroughly Modern Millie, and Cyrano (Loomis). This summer David performed 
as King Ferdinand in Love’s Labour’s Lost with Capital Classics, and he attended the 
International Fringe Festival in Edinburgh. He played Henry in the national tour of 
The Fantasticks, and has been seen in New York City at Lucille Lortel, 45th Street 
Playhouse, New Perspectives, @here, Manhattan Edge, Collective Unconscious, 
The Sandy Meisner Theatre, 23rd Street Studio, and with Shakespeare’s Sister 
Company. Locally, David has acted with Bated Breath Theatre Company, Capital 
Classics, Art Farm, Oddfellows Playhouse, and HartBeat Ensemble. 

Karen Sparks Mellon (Set Designer) Sparks has been a set 
designer and scenic artist in the Hartford/New Haven area 
since 1979. This is her 21st season, and 40th production, 
as Loomis Chaffee’s set designer. Sparks has designed 
scenery for, among others, Amherst College, the Connecticut 
Commission on the Arts, CPTV, Lincoln Theatre, the New 
England Actors Theatre, the Portland Stage Company, 
Trinity College, and the University of Hartford. As a scenic 

artist, Sparks worked for the Hartford Stage Company and was a freelance painter 
for the Long Wharf Theatre and the Goodspeed Opera House. Other projects 
include backdrop design for the last G. Fox Christmas windows in downtown 
Hartford, interior painting for the first Banana Republic in New York City, and 
whitewashing the inside of a barn for the movie Funny Farm. She is currently 
a faculty member at The Greater Hartford Academy of the Arts, where she was 
named Artist-Instructor of the Year in May 2008.






